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the pause Imposed by the war, requires a few words of ejtplanation. 
la the earlier volumes the method followed was that of the caleadars 
prepared by the Public Record Offico, that is to say, a detailed 
analysis was given of every document available, and these sum¬ 
maries were arranged in strict chronological order, a unifying 
element being supplied in the shape of Em Introduction. Now, 
however, a point has been reached at which the materials rapidly 
increase; for example, the documents available for the year 
1659 number nearly 5 vc hundred and those for t6Go about three 
hundred, as compared with a yearly average of seventy-five in the 
volumes already published. At tbc same time, as the increase is 
mainly due to the survival of certain letter-books, &c., transcribed 
from the records kept at particular factories, many of the docu¬ 
ments arc concerned with commercial details which have lost their 
importance, and there is a considerable amount of repetition. In 
these circumstances, to persevere on the old hues would have 
greatly retarded progress and would have entailed an expenditure 
difficult to justJiy. It was decided, therefore, to change the method 
of procedure: to extract merely those passages which seemed to 
merit preservation, and to connect them by a narrative which 
would at the same time embody the information obtained from 
other documents which it was not thought necessary to quote in 
full. This plan admits of an arrangement, partly chronologtcaJ 
and partly geographical, which makes It easier for the reader 
to follow the course of events. The outcome of the change is that 
the present volume covers a period of six yeans instead of four 
(the average hitherto), and contains the results of an examination 
of over eleven hundred documents, few of which have been utilized 
before. 

A full calendar of all the documents available for 1655-9, which 
bad been prepared before the new system was adopted, has been 
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placed among the Records, Miscellaneous, series at the 

India Office, as vols, 28“3l. 

Since extracts from the same document often appear on different 
pages, it has been thought advisable to concentrate the references 
in a table at the end of the volume. This not only saves a large 
number of footnotes, but also avoids distracting the reader's 
attention with information probably not wanted at the moment. 

The materials for the volume have been found mostly amongst 
the India Office records, particularly the LetUr Books, the Original 
Correspondence, and the various sections of the Factory Records. 
Use has also been made of a volume containing copies of letters 
received at Madras, 1658-60, which is now among the Rawlinson 
MSS. In the Bodleian Library. The only Indian Record Office 
possessing documents of the period is that at Bombay; and the 
Bombay Government kindly furnished transcripts of these for the 
purpose of the present work. The transcripts have been added 
to the Surat section of the Factory Records as vol. 102 B. 

Throughout the volume the factories in Persia receive almost 
as much attention as those in India. This [s in accordance with 
the practice in the previous volumes; and in fact English trade 
in the former country was so closely bound up with the fortunes 
of the Surat Presidency (of w'hich those factories formed part) 
that no other course would be satisfactory. 

In making quotations, contractions have been extended and 
modem practice has been followed in regard to punctuation, 
capital letters, and the use of « for v and of j for i. In the spciling 
of names the method of the Imperial Gazetteer of India has been 
adopted. 
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THE ENGLISH FACTORIES IN INDIA 

1655^-60 

PRELIMINARY 

I 

Although the result may be to trouble the reader with infomna'^ 
tion he already possesses, it seems desfrabkp in itiaking a fresh 
start, to begin by giving some account^ however brief, of the 
general political state of India at the time when our chronicle 
commences. We shall thus, as it were^ set the scene and introduce 
certain august personages who will figure thereon, though not 
often in the foreground. Fuller particulars will of course be found 
in the contemporary narratives of Bernier, Tavernier, and Manucci^ 
and in such works as Professor Jadunath Sarkar's e^ccellcnt 
of Aurangsib. 

The reigning Emperor in 1655 was Shlh JahSn* whose dominions 
stretched from Kabul on the west to the confines of Bengal on the 
east, and from Kashmir in the north to a line which may be roughly 
described as running from a point opposite Bombay to the Chilka 
Lake on the other side of the peninsula^ On the whole his reign 
had been one of peacefid prosperity^ though the failure of the three 
attempts made (1649-53) to retake Kandahar from the Persians 
was still a bitter memory. The details of administration were 
safe in the hands of the capable and upright WazTr, Sadullah Khan , 
and the Emperor himself was free to indulge his passion for building, 
the results of which arc still seen in the Taj Mahal^ in the additions 
to the fort at Agra, and in the New Delhi which he erected to the 
north of the ruined capitals of preceding monarchs and named 
after himself Shahjah^nabad. All the writers of the time extol 
the splendour of his court, the liberality of his rule, and his personal 
, popularity^ At the same time they do not conceal the fact that 
this spendid fagado hid a crumbling interior- Such extravagant 
expenditure was a crushing burden upon the resources of the 
country'; while the venality of the officials, and the tyrannical 
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caprJcc of the local governors^ added to the misery of the people* 
who had little or no means of obtaining redress. Foreign merchants 
suffered in like manner from the greed of those in authority, and 
many complaints on the subject will be found in the pages that 
follow* 

There was, moreover, an ominous cloud hanging over the 
Emperor and Ws subjects. Thi$ was the question of the succession 
—always a troublesome one in oriental states^ and particularly $o 
in the Mogul Empire. Akbnr'e last days had been embittered by 
the rebellion of his son, afterwards the Emperor Jahangir; Shah 
Jah^ had revolted against Jahangir; and now it was his turn to 
sec his sons dispute the succession even, in his own Hfetimc. He was 
at this tirne over sixty years of age and in weak health ; and it 
w'as notorious that each of the four princes w*as on the watch to 
secure the throne* The Emperor had done his best to prevent 
their rivalries from breaking into open warfare by separating them 
as far possible. Shuja, his second son* had been placed in charge 
of Bengal; Aurangzebp the thirdp had been assigned the frontier 
province of the Deccan; and the younge^tp Murad Bakhshp had 
been made Viceroy of Gujarat. Dira Shikoh, the eldest, was 
nominally in charge of Kabul and Mu]ti.n ; but be governed those 
provinces by deputiesp and remained himself with his father, who 
evidently intended him to succeed to the throne. Titles arid 
honours were heaped upon him, and more and more the manage¬ 
ment of affairs wsis left in his hands. But Dara was his own worst 
enemy. He was indiscreet and self-opinionated, and his pride 
and quarrelsome nature made more opponents than his generosity 
and frankness made friends. Of hia brothexB^ Shuja and Murad 
Bakhsh were pleasure-loving and indolent; and the far-seeing 
predicted the ultimate success of Aurangaeb, who was as astute 
as he was able, and had moreover the reputation of being a zealous 
and devout Musalman, while all his brothers inclined to heterodoxy* 

To the south of the dominions of the Great Mogul lay two other 
Muhammadan kingdomSp BfjSpur and Golconda, which together 
formed a belt stretching across the peninsula, Bijapur occupying 
the western portion and Golconda the eastern, the dividing line 
being roughly at 78* longitude. Both were still practically indepen¬ 
dent, though acknowledging vaguely the suzierainty of the Mogul 
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Emperorj to whom Golconda paid an annual tribute^ Each had 
a capital bearing the same name as the state itself; but it may be 
well to mentioa that in the case of Goleonda^ the name was more 
commonly applied at this time to the city of Bhagnagar {now 
Hyderabad) than to the fortress-palace (five miles distant) to which 
it really belonged^ and which continued to be tlic scat of govern - 
ment. To the south of these two kingdoms were various Hindu 
princtpalitieSp of which the most important was the territory in the 
Carnatic under the rulership of the Raja of Chandragirij the repre¬ 
sentative of the ancient dynasty of Vijayanagar, acting through 
the Nayaks or chiefs of the various districts. 

For a vivid description of the Bljapur kingdom at this epoch 
the reader rnay be referred to the pages of Coh Meadows Taylor’s 
novel, Tara, The throne was occupied by Muhammad Adil Sh&h, 
who had succeeded his lather nearly thirty years before, while 
still a boy. Like Shah Jahan, he was food of building j and the 
stately mausoleum (the Gol Gumbaz) ’which he erected for himself 
still keeps his memory green in his ancient capital. Since the war 
of 1636 Muhammad had succeeded in avoiding further strife ’with 
his powerful northern neighbour; but the outlook was 0 dubious 
oncj as Prince Aurangsseb was bent on subduing both Golconda and 
Bljapur, and w^as only waiting for a suitable pretext. More threaten¬ 
ing still was the danger of intemat strife, for the Mai^thas^ who 
inhabited the north-westerly and w^esterly parts of the kingdom, 
were turbulent and impatient of the Muhammadan yoke- Occupa¬ 
tion had been found for some of their loading chiefs, such as Shahji 
Bbojisla, In carrying the arms of Btjapur into Mysore and the Car¬ 
natic. the southern portion of ’which, from Gingi to Tanjore, had 
now been subdued i but Shahjrs successes only made him still more 
an object of suspicion at court, and his son, the celebrated Sivaji, 
had broadened his father's Jflffr at Poona into a chicfdoni of 
which he was practically the independent ruler, though yielding 
a nominal submission to the Bijapur monarch. With Sivaji the 
English merchants had not yet come into actual contact, since their 
operations In Bijapur territory were mainly conSned to Its principal 
port, R^Ljipur, which lay to the south of the district dominated by 
the Maratha leader ; but later we shall hear from them a great deal 
concerning him* 
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The reigning King of Golcondst Abd^^llah Kutb Sbah« Hej 
too, had a refractory vassal who was causing him much anxiety, 
in the person of Mtihammad Said, Mir Jumla, The latter, however, 
was of a %'ery different stamp from Si^^j^p and his estrangement 
from his master was mainly the fault of the king himself. The son 
of an oil merchant of Ispahan, the youthful Muhammad came to 
Golconda in 1630 to seek his fortune. By trading ventures 
(especially at sea) and by farming the diamond mines, he amassed 
much wealth; and having thus attracted the notice of the kingp 
he rapidly rose to a foromost position at court. When Abdullah 
decided to extend his boundaries into the CamatiCp at the expense 
of his Hindu neighbourSp it was to Mir Jumla that the task was 
committed ; and he act about it with his usual energy and thorough* 
ness. In addition to the forces placed at his disposal by bis royal 
master^ he organized an army of hb own, well provided with 
artilleryi which was served in part by European gunners^ With 
these troops he had no difficulty in overrunning a vast tract of 
country, including (1646) the districts round Madras, whieh thus 
passed under the ovcrlordship of the Golconda monarchp though 
the existing privileges of the English were confirmed to them by 
Mfr Jumla (Juncp 1647). 

The plunder of numerous Hindu temples in the Carnatic enabled 
Mir JumJa not only to pay his soldiery but also to add largely to 
his own wealth 1 and os ho took care to keep the conquered districts 
in his own handsp he was virtually independent of his master. 
How great were his resources at this period may be seen from the 
letter printed at p, la of The English factories m India, 1651-4, 
But his position was one of great difficulty and even danger. The 
eminence to which he had attained had aroused the fears and 
jealousy of the Golconda king, and these were diligently fanned by 
Mir Jumla’s enemies at court. Attempts were made to lure him 
to Golconda^ where he was to be seized and imprisoned ] but he 
was much too astute to place himself thus in the power of his 
sovereign, of whose intentions he was fully aware; and so he 
responded merely with dilatory promises^ meanwhile opening up 
communications with the King of Bljlpurp with Prince Aurangzeb 

^ AcoordinR to Minucici ^0 Mcfdr^ vol. i. p, l&lt Jumlo bid {o qo leu 

iMo elg^hly in Mi un'^/ct m that capiciiy. 
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itk the Deccanp and ^'ith Shah Jahan hiinsclf^ in order to leam on 
what terms he would be received into either service. The rumours 
of these overtures so alarmed AbduUah Kutb Shah that he did his 
best to win back the confidence of Mir Jumla- It waSp however^ 
too late; and although at the beginning of 1655 the " Nabob'— 
as the English generally termed him^—still hesitatingp it waa 
fairly obvious that he would not for long remain, even nominally, 
the subject of the monarch who had treated him so badly. 

To the consummate ability of Mir Jtimlap Tavernier {Les Si% 
Voyages, PariSp 1676-7^1 vol. ii. 106) pays a tribute of admiration : 

Au resto Mirgimola estoit un homme dc grand esprit^ et quj 
entendoit igalemefit bien la guerre et les affaires d^^tat, J*ay 
eu occasion de lui parlcr plusicurs foiSp ct j’ay admiri la justesse 
ct la promptitude avcc laquelle il r^pondoife aux requestes qifoii 
lui presentoit; donnant sc$ ordres par toutp et simant plusiours 
d^esches, conune s'il n^cut cu qu'uno sou Jo affairo a espedfer^ 

Of his character one receives an equally favourable impression. 
He was honest and straightfor^^ard, and his promises, when he 
made any,^ were Implicitly to be trusted- His defection from the 
King of Golconda was forced upon him; and he never gave either 
Shah Jah^ or Aurangzeb reason to regret the confidence they 
placed in him. It is necessary to say thiSp because in the foitowing 
pages the English factors often speak ill of him; but they were 
prejudiced witnesses, especially after they had provoked his just 
resentment by their seizure of a ship of his in 165®* 

Before concluding our rapid survey * something may be said 
concerning the position of the European nations that were com¬ 
peting with the English for the trade of the East, viz. the Danes, 
the Dutch, and the PortuguesCp Of these the Danes had but one 
settlement in India—Tnanquebar, on the Coromandel Coast—and 
their commerce was small. That of the Dutchp on the other handp. 
was much larger than the English. They traded wherever the 
English did—in Bengalp Golcondap Gujarat, Sind, and at Agra; 
they employed abundant capital (see The English Factories, 1651^4, 
p. 304) and a large number of ships. One special advantage they 
possessed was their mastery of the trade of the Far East. This 
enabled them to supply India with goods from China and Japan, 
aa well as with spicea and pepper from Java and Sumatra, thus 
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obviating the necessity of rdyings like the English, mainly on the 
importation of money and European commodities. In India itscU 
their only territorial possession 'n'as at PuUcat, on the Coromandel 
Coast, 25 miles north of Madras. Here they had a fort outside the 
native town, in similar fashion to Fort St. George; and this 
formed their head^quarters in that region, 

In 1655 the Portuguese, though retaining in India their ancient 
possessions, were rapidly declining In power and resources; and 
the rcnea'al of the war with Holland rendered their prospects 
gloomy in the extreme. The Dutch were determined, if possible, 
to drive them from Ceylon, in order to add the monopoly of the 
cinnamon trade to that they had virtually obtained of other spices ; 
and with this object they were now vigorously attacking the Portu¬ 
guese settlements in that island. Should they succeed in their 
purpose, it was expected that they w'ould then endeavour to master 
the tow’ns on the south-western side of India itself from which the 
Portuguese drew their supplies of pepper, and indeed to drive their 
rivals from the East altogether. The weakness of the Portuguese 
rendered it by no means impiobable that such a result would be 
speedily attained; and it was this alarming prospect, quite as 
much as the desire to secure a fortified base for themselves, that 
had prompted the English to endeavour to secure from the Portti- 
guese the cession of Bombay or some other suitable possession tm 
the west coast, as related in the preceding vniume. 

As regards geographical details, the reader may be reminded of 
the maps given in the 1618-21 and 1642-5 volumes of The English 
Factories. The boundaries shown in the former will of course 
require adjustment. 


THE SURAT PRESIDENCY, 1655 

At the beginning of this year the English East India Company's 
factories in the East were still fairly numerous. They were orgati' 
ized under two Presidents, of w'hom one, seated at Surat, controUed 
the establishments in western and north-western India and in 
Persia, besides superintending such commerce as there was writh 
R&ji^pur in the Deccan, Mokha in the Red Sea, and Basra, at the 
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head of the Persian Gulf ; the other, whose head-quarters had been 
at Bantam (in Java) until the autumn of 1652, when (under orders 
from home) President Baker transferred himself to Madras, looked 
after trade on the Coast of Coromandel (usually termed ‘ the Coast ’], 
in Orissa and Bengal (* the Bay'), and in the various settlements 
in the Far East. Coming to details, the regular factories in the 
Surat Presidency were stationed in Surat itself (with its port of 
Swally), Ahmadabad, Agia, and Tatta (Sind) in India, and of Gom¬ 
broon (now Bandar Abbas) and Ispahan in Persia. Those under 
the Madras President were Fort St, George and Masulipatam 
on the Coast, Balasore in Orissa, Hugli in Bengal, Bantam in Java, 
Jambi in Sumatra, Macassar in Celebes Syriani in Pegu, and 
Camboja in Indo-Chlna, 

This list, however, was in process of curtailment, for, under 
pressure of its difficulties at home, the Company had sent out 
orders (received in May, 1654) that the factories in the Western 
Presidency were to be reduced to Surat, Agra, Ispahan, and Gom¬ 
broon, and those in the Eastern to Madras and Masulipatam; 
and although these orders were not (and indeed could not be) 
carried out immediately, it was clearly understood that, unless the 
situation at home improved, the Company’s operations in the East— 
already much impaired by the losses sustained during the recent war 
with the Dutch—could only continue, if at all, on a very reduced 
scale. Of an early improvement of the position in England there 
was little hope. The United Joint Stock, which represented the 
Company at this time, had run out its allotted span of five years, 
and was merely carrying on the trade until a new Stock could be 
raised. In view of the dislocation of commerce caused first by the 
Civil War and then by the war with Holland, a new subscription 
was not likely to succeed unless an exclusive charter could be 
obtained Irom the Protector; and this be hesitated to grant, 
partly because an influential section of the London merchants 
interested in the Eastern trade was pressing for the abandonment 
of the joint-stock system in favour of a * regulated ’ trade, while 
others again were arguing for some form of State control. Mean¬ 
while, many of these merchants were openly disregarding the 
monopoly granted by the existing charter and were sending ships 
freely to the East, cspeciall/to Bengal, the saltpetre from whence 
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was much in demand. All that in fact held the East India Com¬ 
pany together was the necessity, before dissolution, of realising 
such assets as remained (some of which were of permanent value, 
e.g, the privileges at Gombroon and Masulipatam}, and the faint 
hope that the Protector would after all be induced to continue the 
trade on its old basis. 

Turning to the records themselves, we find that, towards the end 
of Januar>’, 1655, Jeremy Blackman, who had been President at 
Surat during the last three years, made over his charge to Edward 
Pearce, and sailed for England in the The letter he carried 

home, detaiiing the transactions of 1654, is unfortunately missing. 

Pearce, who now assumed the direction of affairs at Surat 
(though he would willingly have gone home instead), had been 
nearly twenty-one years in the East. The son of Edward Pearce, 
water-haiJiff of the City of London, he was apprenticed to the 
Company for seven years at the close of 1633 and dispatched to 
the Surat counting-house in the following spring. After voyages 
to Mokha and Basra, he was employed in 1644 as chief in a venture 
to Manilla. His subsequent ser\’ice was chiefly at Surat, where 
he became Accountant and Member of Council in 1648. and held 
this post until his succession to the higher one of President- 

It had long been the practice of the Company to keep a few 
vcsselsoflightburden in Eastern waters, for the purpose of collecting 
cargo and carrying on the port-to-port trade. This allowed the 
freighted ships from England to return without much delay, and 
while their hulls and tackle were still strong enough to stand the 
buffeting of the Capo storms. Moreover, these smaller vessels 
could be easily repaired In the river at Surat or by the shipwrights 
of Basse!□ I they w'ere not expensive to maintain, being manned 
chiefly by lascars; and their cost was partly defrayed by the 
money earned by carrying freight goods for Indian and Persian 
merchants, who fully appreciated the security conferred by 
a European flag and European seamanship. The hostilities with 

* Blnd^rj Hached LoadAn in July, and in th* follotrinp mpnth lit wu elected a * Com- 
ttuitee of tin Ciunpsny. A year ktet Lc ni rnppoiaicd, but at tlw flection of iCm hie 
n^iK not ne^n brouKht forward. The l«t octaaioo on ahidv he » mcntiwxd in the 
Uuri ^nuiAI *31 May, t6j8 ; and unce a lejpiey frani him to Pbtilar llmpitalit rclErred 
to 00 tS January, 1659. ii niay bt sumused (Vum Iie hnd died lome time in the latter halt 
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the Dutch had deprived the Surat Council of some of these useful 
auxiliaries, and they had now remaining only two, vi^. the 
and the As^ada M^ckant^ the latter of vihich w^as in so bad a condi¬ 
tion that later on an the year she was sold and the proceeds were 
used towards the cost of partially rebuilding her consort. Before, 
however, undertaking these repairs, Pearce and his colleagues 
determined to irse the Se^arse for one more voyage to Gombroonp 
carrying thither William Weale and two other factors to fill the 
gap left by John Spillcr's departure. She sailed accordingly on 
13 Fcbruaiy'p 1655, 

Three days later the Daue reached Swally, bringing Spiller from 
Gombroon and three supernumerary factors from Sind, where 
Nicholas Scrivener now remained alone to carry out the season's 
investment. The Deve departed for England the following month, 
bearing a letter from the President and his Council (the latter con¬ 
sisting of John Spiller and Henry Gary), dated 15 March, 1655. 
In view of the full report sent home by the Eagle^ this communica¬ 
tion gave little fresh information. It intimated that the factors* 
resources were being carefully husbanded. The factors sent to 
Persia had been ordered to turn, as far as possible, their remaining 
stock into moncyp w'hich was to be remitted to Surat for invest* 
ment there; w^hile any goods which they were unable to sell were 
to be forw^arded to Basra for disposal. Similarly, the two factors 
at Agra—William Jesson and Thomas Andrews—had been 
instructed to press the sale of their broadcloth and other goods, 
investing the proceeds in indigo for England; they were not 
on any account to borrow^ money for this purpose or to raise 
funds by drawing bills on Surat. Andrew's had recently confessed 
Fact&rie^, 1651-4, p* 301) that he had made use of the 
Company's money for tus owm private trade and now owed them 
24,000 rupees, besides being in debt to private persons in Agra to 
the extent of IT,000 rupees. As an oflfset, the President and 
Council had seized some cochineal and money (about 366!.) which 
had arrived on Andrcws*s behalf from Persia. 

So low' had the Company fallen at home that it had resolved 
to send out only one ship to the East, and that merely to fetch 
away the goods expected to be awaiting shipment on the Coro* 
mandel Coast and at Macassar, The Tkm Brotkirs w'as accordingly 
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hired and djspatth^;d on this errand ; but, owing to a lealc, it was 
late in March, 1655^ before she got clear of the English ChanneL 
She carried a letter for Surat (to be forwarded overland from 
Madras), of 31 January, 1655, which answered two received from 
that Presidency, dated 26 Noveinber, 1^53, and iS January, 1654, 
respectively (sec The English Fad<^ieSf 1651-4, pp. 214, 221). 
Replying to the information conveyed in these comraunicatiotiSp 
the Committees censured the action of the Surat factors in sending 
the Falcon and her consorts to Gombroon with such disastrous 
results, and hinted a suspicion that this had been done from 
motives of self-interest. They hoped that some further recovery 
would be made from the factors lately at Lucknow, who had run 
themselves into debt with the Company by an illicit use of its 
funds. Should Pearce persist in his unwiltingness to delay his return 
home by taking over the post of President, jesson was to be recalled 
from Agra in order to succeed Blackman, The factory at that place 
was to be dissolved, everything being sold except the Company's 
house, w^hich was to be retained until further order. The behaviour 
of the Bengal factors in borrowing money in the Company’s naine 
for employment in private trade to Persia was reprobated, and 
satisfaction was expressed at the steps taken to seize the proceeds^ 

The many abuses which have been put upon you by the Cover- 
Hour in Surratt, inforceing you to give your passe to the Dutches 
ships, and his non^assisting you for the recovering in of those 
debts which were owning unto us, with Jiis takeing part with those 
w^ho had made an ensurance upon the Supply and denied payment ^: 
these his unsuffcrable injuries wee know not how to remeddy, 
being the condition wee now are in renders us not in a capacitie 
to vindicate ourselves; therefore by force wee must undergoe it* 

The Committees trusted that the orders previously given for the 
reduction of the number of factories had been acted upon and all 
surplus employees sent home. 

Our discouragments are still soe many, through the libertie that 
is at present taken by scvcrall persons to send out ships for India, 

* S#e Fad^us* pfJr 724^ 351* The v««l hod beta CAptured by Uw 

Ihibch, and paynieiit was tchi^ed on Lbc time the did rcil cover inch 

u risk. Accarding to iht Company'! 1S55, the Gaverndr o| &umt 

jcCerrcd the qiiatidfi four * Baiiniaji [Hiqdu] mArfhantE^ wha reported that theiDHiieri 
wght to poy the cUim And be idiobnmd by the thitch. Evidently ihs ODvemor 
loth to quartel with the latter on this fLceoLmt^and to be wuLild do rvQtbbg m the matter. 
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both to the northards and southwards,^ of which some are already 
gone and more are providing to follow, that our worke is now only 
to contrive to case our charge and draw home what estate wee 
have in your partes and all other our factories in India [i. e. the 
East Indies]. To which purpose wee must still presse upon you 
that all superfluous and unnecessary cxpences whatsoever be 
absolutely avoided, and that you seriously lay to heart our great 
suflorings in the many sadd losses which, both in your partes and 
elcewhere, wee have undergone; and, in consideration thereof, 
soe to act and manadge our affaires that, at the winding up and 
clearing of this aceompt, your good husbandry may be obvious 
unto us, and wee thereby encouraged to acknowledge you to be 
good and faithfull servants. The three ships Eaglt, Wellcetne, and 
Dov£ being dispeeded for England, yet w'se conclude there w*ill be 
resting within the lymitts of your Presidencie several! remaines 
belonging to us ; all which, w'ce hope, long before this shall come 
to your handes, will be collected and gathered in, and invested into 
commoddities fitting for England, that is to say, in indicoc, call!- 
coes, cotten yarne, or what dee was usually sent for these partes ; 
all which W'ce order (being wee shall not send you any ship of our 
owne) that you lade on some ship or ships which shall arrive in 
your port belonging to perticuler [i. e. private] men, agreeing 
with them for the fraight, and consigne them unto us by bill of 
Jading. Wee doe further order that you also, upon receipt hcr^f, 
make sale of your horses, plate, and all other things, reserving 
noe more by you then vrhat are absolutly necessary for a very 
private, civilJ, ajxd frugall living; the prcicecdc whereof wee doe 
also require to be invested into such commodities as above, and 
by the same conveighance retourned unto us. Had wee not some 
hope that, before touch time will be runn out, that the trade to 
East India would be againe sctlcd in some way of honour and 
proffitt to the nation, wee had at this time sent you our positive 
order for dissolving of all, both your and other, our factories; 
but wee have therefore deferred the same by this conveighance. 
In the moanc time let us prevaile upon you that shall remaine 
at Surrat, to live privately and frugally, puting us to noe more 
charges in your cxpences then ncede shall require, avoiding all 
manner of pom pc or vanitie whatsoever. And notwithstanding 
wee formerly allotted six factors to continue in Surratt, yet now 
wee doe conceive one halfe of them wdll be more then uscfull, 
being wee have noe imployment to put upon them j and therefore 
wee pray you also to ease us in this and all other waies w'hatsoever, 
that soe hereafter, when the trade of India shall be resolved to be 

1 These «nnt were used w dittineuish Uw potu faUinfl within the spheres of itw SVesleta 
aoJ Eutem Preiidendn tspeeliv^ly. 
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prosecuted, the new undertakers may have but a very small 
accompt of remaines to take of from this Stock, but bf^inn upon 
a fresh foundation, which will the more encourage them. Though 
our neighbours and deare frdnds the Hollanders have long been 
our debtors and would render us noe satisfaction, yet now at last 
they have been enforced to come to an accompt, both with us 
and others, referring the arbitrament unto four persons chosen by 
the English and the like nomber by themselves. The determination 
and cojidusion whereof was that the Hollanders should restore 
unto us the island of Polleroone [Pulo Run, in the Bandas], and 
also pay unto us the some of 85,000^. sterling in full satisfaction 
and recompence for all our sufferings by them before the last 
breach w'hich though it be nothing answerabie to what w^ee 
might ejcpect from them, yet something hath some savour, and 
a little is better then nothing* Our monice will ere long be due, and 
wee hope to find a faire complyance. And for our island [Pulo 
Run}, w^ee intend very suddainly to send out shipping and men to 
take poEcssion thereof. 

A brief letter from the Company, dated 27 March, 1655^ enclosing 
a copy of the above communicatiop, was sent to Surat in the 
Coftsiantiuopk MerebafU^ a private vcesel bound for that port 
and commanded by Robert Brown, This second letter was 
significantly addressed, not (like its predecessor) to ' Our President 
and Counsell *, but to * Our Agent or Factors no%v resident in 
Surratt though no reference to the change of style was made in 
the comntunJeatioD itself, w^hicb merely announced that a settlement 
had been reached with Richard Davidge (a former chief at Agra 
who had set the example of cheating the Company in various ways), 
and forwarded some papers for transmission to the Coast factors. 
By the same ship was sent a letter to the merchants at Gombroon, 
notifying that her owners had agreed to recompense the Company 
at home for the admission of her cargo to the exemption from 
customs dues which strictly extended only to the Company's goods. 
Other private vessels, it was intimated, should not be allowed the 
same privilege, except on an understanding that a similar payment 
would be made in ^gland. 

The Coftsianiinopk Mercimni reached Swally early in September, 
1655, and on the 20th of the following month Pearce and his two 
colleagues replied to the letter of 31 January. They expressed con- 

* the inirE^duclioa (a Thi En^liih FarSmtSf. 1651-4, xi. 
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gdcncc that Blackman had satisfied the Company about the loss 
of the Falcm and the E?tdeavour, Pearce had complied with his 
employers’ wishes by remaining for a while, but he was fully 
resolved to go home at the end of the year. Spiller had intended 
to do the same, but, as (for reasons to be mcotioned presently) 
it was impossible that Jesson should be left in charge, he bad agreed 
to remain for twelve months longer. They hoped to send home six 
or seven factors by private ships, if they could spare so many; 
for two must be sent to Agra (if Jesson should return to Surat) in 
order to wind up matters there ; two or three would probably be 
needed in Persia ; and one or two desired to ' leave j-our service 
here In any case the number remaining would not be large. 

For what you are pleas'd to write concerning pompe and vanity, 
such things have beene straingers unto us for many ye^cs, and 
Captain Blackman can bee w'itnesse for us that hee left us in a very 
private condteion; to w'hich wee have added nothing, but have 
rather lived a more private life. For attendants, wee have ^but 
few that have not lived, some 20, some 30, ycares in your service; 
and as for horses, wee have but three in our stable, two of them 
soe old that both of them are not worth zoo ma[moodie3l.’^ As 
for plate, wee have noc more then what is necessary; which, being 
ready mony, when you leave this trade, will soonc bee turned into 
goods proper for England. 

The writers then expressed their pleasure at hearing of the 
indemnity obtained from the Dutch ; 

Which wee hope wilbee an cncouragmcnt unto you to follow 
this trade, as formerly, in a joint stock; otherwise wee arc of 
opinion this trade will fall to ruine. Here is arrived to this port 
four shipps and a pinnace on particular (i. e, private] designes; 
who intend home this yeare, and w’ee beleeve they will, by the 
course they take; for they sell cheape and buy deare, and wrhen 
they come to England, if they findc a glutt markett, they will 
findc but little cncouragmcnt to follow this trade in so many 
small companies. They arc all gon downc the coast to procure 
saltpceter and pepper; which they may have in great quantities 
and, if they doe not raise the price, they may buy very chcape. 

With the captain (Henry Bcnn) and supercargoes of one of these 
private ships, the Aferc&anf Adventure, the Surat Council had 

* Th« nakmM. * silvtf coin wWdi hud previmuly fomed tb« prinripol currency of 
Cujar&i, WM tcchopcd to be wpjot to nbout ft ihilling. 
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condudcd an agreement^ by which she waa to proceed to Rajipyr 
to fetch the Company's saltpetre and pepper, aed afterft'ards 
to carry home from Suratp on account of the Company, 150 tons of 
goods, at the rate of I5i, 10^. per ton for pepper or saltpctrej and 
iS/, per ton for other merchandize. 

In the same letter the Surat Council gave the Company an account 
of their proceedings since the departure of the Deve. A supply of 
money had been remitted to Tatta by exchange from Ahmad^bid 
{where it had been borrowed)* in order to pay for the piece-goods 
collected in Sind^ At Ahmadab^ itself the purchase of indigo 
had been deferred until the new season's production was ready* 
as the supply then in the market was poor, though it was being 
bought at high prices by the interlopers* agents. The funds 
received from Persia were being invested at Surat* Gandevi* and 
Nosari in piece-goods and cotton yam. From the Agra factory 
serious news had been received. Jesson, the Chief there* had 
sutpassed in iniquity his colleague Andrews; for, on the credit 
of his position* he had borrowed for his own purposes over 100,000 
rupees, and* finding himself unable to meet his liabilities, he 
had pacified the more importunate of his creditors by pledging to 
them the proceeds of the Company's stock of broadcloth at Agra 
and Delhi. Having bought and sent down some indigo on the 
Company’s account* he bad in March drawn a bill on the Surat 
Council for 25,000 rupees; but they, fearing lest he should use the 
money, not to pay for the indigo, but to discharge his own arrears 
of interest, refused to accept the bilb As* however, Jesson demanded 
that they should either pay the money or return the indigo (which 
was already in the Company's warehouse at AhmadSbad), Pearce 
and his colleagues found themselves obliged to temporize. They 
therefore employed their broker* Chhota Df^s, to treat privately 
with the holder of the bill* promising to pay the amount within 
a reasonable time if jesson could not be induced to discharge the 
liability out of his own funcU at Agra (Consultation* i August* 1665). 
Jesson had since been instructed to dissolve the factory there and 
hand over any remaining stock to an Indian agent; but at the time 
of writing nothing more had been heard of his proceedings. Sortie 
fear was entertained lest his creditors should procure from the Em¬ 
peror an order to the Company's servants to discharge his liabilities. 
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As regards the prospects of a supply of ssJtpctre^ the Surat 
factors were not hopeful. 

The King hath made it his owtie coruodity; who hath lying 
ready in AhTfiada[vad] jo^ooo double maunds^ once refined, very 
full of salt, and {tis reporfd) cost him 6 } rupees the maund. Soc 
long as any of this parcel! lies unsold, weo shaJl not bee suffered to 
buy in this kingdome, nor gather in what is due unto you from the 
peetermcn. 

However, Jes^on bad promised some from Agra: there was 
a small quantity at Ahmadab^d, which they hoped to smuggle 
away among the indigo; and there were 200 bales (besides some 
pepper) at Rajlpur a%vaitmg shipment. 

This letter, it was stated, was being taken by the S^akerse to 
Gombroon, whence it would be dispatched overland via Basra 
and Aleppo. On her return voy^e, the vessel was to call at Lahrl- 
bandar (the port of Tatta), to bring away any goods Scrivener 
might have ready- Alter that, she was to make a fresh voyage to 
Gombroon, and later she would be sent to Basra. After mentioning 
the sale of the AfercJmnt, the letter proceeded : 

Wee w'cre alsoe forced to sell your old howse in Brodra [Baroda] 
for ma[moodie5] 4,500; w'hich wee the sooner consent'd unto, 
because there was a necessity of bestowing 500 ma[moodles] for 
keeping it from falling to the ground. And yet you have in that 
towne a small tennement, and a platt of ground, which if you have 
a desire to build upon, there may bee a pritty little how^e erected for 
your use; which shall not undertake to doe without your order^ 

Andrewrs's cochineal had been sent, at his urgent request, to 
Agra, insured at 2| per cent. ; but its delivery was subject to the 
payment by him of 5,000 rupees, to be applied in part liquidation 
of his debt to the Company. 

As yet wee cannot procure any j ustice from our Suratt Governour 
[Hafia Nasr] about the insurance bussinesse, notwithstanding w\'e 
have procured many letters from both the Kings and Begums ^ 
dew^ans; but all to noe purpose, unkssc you can right yourselves 
at sea* This affaire w^ee ref err to your most serious consideracion. 
For our parts, wee give the mony for lost, without a strict course. 

■ Tbc Princes jAhilnAr^, the cider duvehtcr af Sb^ F^t of her olkirADce was 

dr^fm froitv the revenue el the Surit custom house {Ss^nA ih vot. i. 65). ELoiCt 

the fuSiUr^cf money wdLildj hevc tu peud by pHvute meTebtimtS, her Agieikt (d^ndbe) 
felt HP senipJa about obli^n^ hit English Irimds m llus niuiTiei'i 
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Towards the end of August, 1653, the Company dispatched to 
Surat, overland via Aleppo, a fresh batch of letters, includitig one 
for Madras. In these they answered four letters from Surat, 
including the one brought by the Eagl 4 , Regret was e;:pressed at 
the slow rate at which the reduction of factories was proceeding, 
since Lucknow appeared to be the only one that had actually been 
dissolved. 

Wee agalne hereby require the performance thereof; and if 
there shall be any found amongst you that shall refuse to retoume 
home, wee doc lett them know that wee shall not allow unto them 
any sallarie, but doc absolutely discharge them from our imploy" 
ment. And though you write that there are many able young 
men that deserve cur favour and are very loath to leave India, 
having spent much time and gained little, yet must not this be 
an argument for us to continue them at our charge without imploy- 
ment. Therefore let them be retourned, or live upon their owne 
cxpcnces; for wee are resolved not to admitt of their remaining 
in India upon our accompt. 

After some further comment upon the intelligence conveyed in 
the letters under reply, the Committees announced that, as they 
calculated that the stock remaining to be brought home from 
Surat would be about a5,oooi., they had decided to arrange for the 
necessary space to be provided in the Eagle, which would be 
dispatched to Surat early in 1656 upon pri\'atc account. They 
enumerated the goods to be provided for this purpose, especially 
calicoes, ‘ they being at present the most rcquestable commoditie 
w'hich comes from your partes 

In the same packet went a letter to Pearce, thanking him for 
consenting to remain at Surat; also one addressed to VTrji Vora, 
an eminent Hindu merchant at Surat. This wealthy individual 
bad had trading relations with the Company's factors over a long 
period of years, and had lent them considerable sums of money. 
A dispute had, however, arisen over the amount to bo paid for 
some coral and quicksilver which he had bought from them, and 
on which he claimed a rebate amounting to about 2,500!. President 
Blackman, before leaving Surat, persuaded him to pay over the 
money and to leave to the Company at home the decision whether 
the whole or any part thereof should be refunded, Virji Vora's 
letter to this effect, under date of 23 January', 1653, written in 
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English and signed in Gujarati characters ' Virjt Vohora Kendua', is 
still among the India Office records.^ In reply (a? August, 1655) the 
Company intimated that the matter had been carefully considered 
and it had been decided that no abatement could be made, as the 
long period for which the money had been owing had caused them 
considerable b&s; however, to manifest their appreciation of his 
behaviour and their desire to maintain friendly relations, they 
intended to send him by the next ship a present ' see considerable 
as will become us to give and be worthy of your acceptance ^ 
Accordingly by the E&gle they dispatched (with a fresh letter 
dated 27 March, 1656) several pieces of broadcloth and satin, two 
large looking-glasses, and a piece of double gilt plate, engraved with 
the Company's arms. From later references, however, we gather 
that Virji Vora was far from satisfied with the result of his appeal. 

A further letter from the Committees of the United Joint Stock 
to the factors at Surat, dated 24 September, 1655, and sent over¬ 
land, advised them that, on reconsideration, it had been deter¬ 
mined to take up the whole of the tonnage of the Eagle^ and to 
send out in her about S,ooof. in money to make &ure of a full returEi 
cargo. Apparently a w^avc of optimism was passing over the 
authorities at home ; for just after the dispatch of this letter they 
decided to open a subscription for a new Stock of 200,000!, The 
attempt, however, proved a failure^ probably because of the 
uncertainty whether the charter would be renew^ed. Meantime 
the Council of State was freely granting to private merchants 
licences for the export of silver to the East Indies, and the trade 
in fact lay open to all comersu 

On 13 December, 1653, Anthony Smith mote from Ahmadabad, 
advising the Surat factors that, 

Haveing, after much trouble with the petulant DewaUi Rymutt 
Ckawne (Rah mat Khan], who is almost madd hec cannot force 
neither the English nor Dutch to take the Kings saltpeter, gotC 
leave to send aw^ay the caphila [caravan ^ 

he had dispatched to them the goods provided at AhmadS^bid, 
together with those received from Agra. They were under the escort 

* Amcrrif; Pmion imuiiisqTjpu Id the Brhlih wti m (ik Dr. Rku^i tat scL i. 
p. U a dc^oiment irhich went hpiBe at ih* mid* time. It ij a peti^qn Irqna tiircc of 
the Company^broker^ At Surac (Chhota, TuEti Djb, and Beni DAe),nddmsed to the Englhh 
Covemment and prmyiiif for oocppcnsatlnq for lu&ei ftu:siaiDed during the Dutdi wir, 
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of twenty'five soldiers, who were to be paid one rupee each on 
arrival at Surat. As regards Jndigo, that already manufactured was 
too poor to bo worth buying r 

The makers of that comodity, in hopes of present vend, haveing 
putt great store of oyle, pimple,^ and durt or mowry^ into it^ 
which will make it in lesse then four months breed store of wormes. 
However, 1 heerowith send you a muster (i* e. sample] of it, 
because some of the interlopers factors have bought a parte of it 
at rupees; and when the indicoe makers can sell such as this, 
that is halfe durte^ at soe good a price, they will not make that 
which js pure for four rupees advance in a maund, it being lesse 
proffitable unto them. 1 have therefore bought a parcel! of leafe, 
and caused it to bee made into indicoe, putting but 3 seare mowTy 
to li rpaunds of the indicoe leafes juice or russ [raj: jiijce]; 
w'hich wilbee ready in two or three dayes, and will, [I] suppose, 
produce 4^ or 4I maunds pure indicoe. 

This he would bring down to Surat, after arranging for the 
manufacture of more, should it be approved. 

While good indigo was scarce and dear at Sarkhej and Ah mad- 
abad, it was cheap in Agra and ils neighbourhood. Jesson wrote 
thence to Surat on 20 December, stating that the Dutch had 
bought aoo bales at Khurja for 33 and 38 rupees per maund, and 
w^ere finishing their investment at Bi^a also. The price w^falling 
daily, buyers being few, and after a month Indigo would probably 
be procurable at under 30 rupees the maunds Cotton cloth had 
also fallen 14 per cent. The delivery of the saltpetre contnictcd for 
had been delayed by unseasonable rains* Andrews’^s coehincal had 
.arrived, but could not be sold at present, as the price had declined 
from 70 to 45 rupees per scer, ' which is 40 pice and not 36, as wc 
were formerly made to belcive; that custom being three ycares 
since altered Nor had Andrews been able to borrow^ the money 
to pay the Sp^oo rupees demanded from Surat i 

The sheroffs^ findeing more proffitt by exchange, for which some 
pay hence to Surratt ii and 9 per cent. ; the Dutch 5I, and for 

* I^Haibly pjpal ksm. 

■ Sir VVau, C.I.E., that hy iJiis ii me^t dthw Ibf flowen of tbc nsnkoa 

or th« duit obtained from ckopiing thern^ Ai die nsoitiDn Ijuit below) of ' movvry' ban^ 
u»d by Smilh^i direttioa wms lo exclude Ibe idea pf its being intcridjefl m m adultera^if* 

Geori^ Wjitl ihialu that a dmetion of bark may Imve been emplg^ed u an 

uTTiDf^t m the proccsi of manufacUite. 

* SidneyHdumgeri and butikerl (Aiabic WffJ/X 
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sontte (I informed} 6| ; and not without much adoo have they 
procured sufficient to perforijte their indico iave^tmeat. 

Jesson promised to lessen expenses as much as possible, but said 
not a word about his indebtedness or his return to Surat. Writing 
again four days Inter, however, after the receipt of fresh letters 
from that place, he gave assurances that the factory should be 
closed as soon as the outstanding business could be wound up. 

Among the Cbmpany^s records of this time is a faded document 
which hints at romantic adventures. It is dated on Christmas 
^^ 55 f ^^d is from an English sailor who had taken service 
(probably as a gunner) under Prince Aurangzeb, the Viceroy of the 
Dcccan, and was then at Daulat^bad. Though the earlier part is 
of no special interest, the letter may be quoted in full as a specimen 
of the correspondence of the period: 

Most loving and kind father and mother^ My humble dutye to 
you both, trusting in God that you are both in good health, as 
(thanks bee to God) 1 am at this present. These are to certiefie 
you that I sent home upon the good shipp S^nenia Merchant the 
produce of Mrs^ Margreat Freemans adventure, in the custodie 
of Mr. John Lyons and Mr* Robert Andrews his mate. In [i6]54 
(“55] J seJit home upon shipp E(tgdi a full accompt of all buisne^ 
whatsoever. At present I have sent home the coppie of my 
accompts; which when you shall receive, 1 shall desire that my 
mother will seek or use some remmedy to get my wages; and if 

f ou shall receive, desire you to keep it tell such time I come home. 

desire that my father in law ^ will please to receive my ^vages for 
mee, in ease that my mother shall be dead. By vertue of this 
letter 1 doe give ether of you both power and athoritie to receive 
all such wages that is due to mec from the Honourable English 
East India Company Merchants, For my part 1 never left the 
Companies service duersne all the time of warres between the 
Dutch and the English. I was taken by the Dutch in the shipp 
Fautken in the yearc of our Lord i653(-54). Which when wee 
arived at Suratt^ I swome one shore from the Duch with the danger 
of my life, which through Gods providenc I scaped very narroly* 
After that 1 had made that cncscape, I went to our President for 
sucker. I lee gave mec very ill langage, and tould mec 1 might have 
kept mce where 1 was. Receivcing such could entertay[nment] 
from my owme nation, I tooke my progres and came to the Mogull 
Prince which at present I am servant to* This Prince entertayned 
race, and made mee w+ages four rupees a daye, I have bin in his 

* SteplAibrf. bid imrrkd igaiet. 
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service about a ycare and a halfc ; which (I thank God) I doe live 
well and get raony. Deare mother, I desire that you will wright to 
mee. I shall be very glad to here from you: more glader to see 
you. Thus, haveing not else to inlarge, I conclude with the tender 
' ' ' ■ ■ ' ‘ 'Imighty God for your helths both, 



]; and rest your obedient 


and dutyfull sonne, John Lewes. 

From the Court Minutes of 4 August, 1659, we learn that Lewis’s 
mother, Elizabeth Viccars, duly petitioned for his wages. The 
Committees were evidently doubtful whether any money was due ; 
but in compassion for her poverty, they advanced her 5!., taking 
security from a third party to repay that sum if it should prove that 
Lewis was not entitled to any vrages, Probably the letter was 
retained by the Company as the authority for the claim. Of 
Lewis's further adventures, and whether he lived to return to 
England, no record has been found. 


EVENTS IN PERSIA, 1655 


The letters from Persia at this period contain much that is of 
interest. lo the 1651-4 volume of Tht English Pastarus some 
account was given of the arrival of Lord Bcllomont as ambassador 
from the exiled King Charles to Shah Abbas II; and the story is 
now continued and carried to its close. The main authority on 
this subject is the Storis do Mogor, by Niccolao Manucci, who was 
in attendance upon the ambassador \ but Manucci wrote long 
afterwards, when his memory was hasy as to dates and details, and 
the evidence now given from contemporary correspondence is 
therefore all the more valuable.^ The envoy's object was to 
obtain monetary assistance from the Persian monarch for his 
needy master, and incidentally to divert into the latter's coffers the 
East India Company’s share of the customs at Gombroon. He 
found the Shah a sympathetic listener to the story of the fate which 
had befallen a brother sovereign whose autocratic rule had made 
him unpopular with hjs subjects, but less interested in the pecuniary 
needs of that sovereign’s son. After long and wearisome negotia¬ 
tions Bellomont concluded that it was hopeless to extract from 
* SaiM of !i bm aUady been [trinted bjr Muiiiicd't editer, the late 3Jr. Williimi Irvine. 
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tbe Persians anything more substantial than compliments and 
promises; and so, with studied bnisquencss, he departed from 
Ispahan and proceeded to India^ to see whether the Great Mogul 
would prove more liberal. 

The first reference to the subject in the 1655 letters is contained 
in one of 15 March from the Surat Council to the Company, Advert¬ 
ing to certain overland advices from Spiller in Persia, they said 
that therein 

You will rcade that my Lord Bella-mount, the pretended 
embassadore from wee know not whome, and supposed brother 
to one Mr. Bard,^ silkman in Paternoster Row, was lodged four 
daies before hee® left Spahaun i since which time wee reade from 
our broker that bee hath shutt up his doores and takes physick. 
Wee are perswaded hee will never prejudice your affaires, now 
wee have peace with the Dutch - but had the warrs continued, 
by theire assistance hee might have troubled you much in your 
customes at Gombroone, which (as wee hear) is the only thing hee 
aymes at. 

None of the Company's scr^^ants was at Ispahan during the 
greater part of Bellomont's stay there ; but Weale eomplains from 
Shiraz on 31 July, i&53p that 

This pretended English embassadour hath made m much slighted 
(though not much advantaged hJntselfe thereby) by glowing into 
these grandees eares strange things, as that the customes are his 
masters by right, who hath sent him to receive it. Soe that 
Etamaan Dowlatt [i,e, the Itimad-uddaula] tells us that hee 
koowes not what wee are * one comes and demaunds the customes, 
and wee come ; hee doth not knowe what to make of us. 

However, the royal chancellor was not so iguorant as he pretended 
to be; he was well aware of the facts of the case, and was clever 
enough to play off one claimant against the othe^ Weale writes 
again from Shir^ on 31 August: 

I have alsoe advise from some Armenians in this place that the 
pretended English embassadour hath beene very earnest with the 
Etamon Dowlett for licence to departe; which would not bee 
graunted him, receivemg answer that hee would send for the 
English Captain to knowe what hee was; with which hee left 
Etamon Dowlett, But of the certainety of this news I cannot 
assure you^ not giveing over much creditt to bazar news, 

* Maximilkn Buid Storia efo viil. i- pp, Sq, Sj), * Spillcr. 
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On the 12th of the following month Henry Young, who was then 
representmg the Company at Ispahan, informed Wcalc that 

Not^’ithstanding the pretended English embassadours former 
demaunds at Casbcenc (Kasbin] for the moiety of customes belong* 
ing to the Company (touching which hcc could not at that time 
receive any positive answer), and Etamon Dowlats very often 
pressing him now of late to accept thereof, with many promises 
that hee should now receive a considerable (sum ?] on that accompt 
and that hccrcafter it should annually bee sent unto his grand 
master, yett have 1 found him soe noble that for my sake (as hee 
hath protested) that hcc hath absolutely refused it or to doe the 
Company any injury; whereupon Etamon Dowlatt demaunded 
why at first hee made itt his suite; who replycd that hcc had since 
found the Company and theirc servants to bee his masters freinds, 
and therefore would not scak to injure them in the least. And 
indeed I am even confident that, if hcc had accepted thereof, the 
Company would never have received more on that accompt, and 
in a ^'cry shorte time hcc should have found them serve him in the 
same manner; soe it would have (proved ?J losse to both. And 
soe much I told him ; whose mainc bus!nesse was to borrow mony 
of this King, but hath failed in his expectacions, havcing bocne putt 
of with very weak reasons, as that it was very hazardous to venture 
it through the Turk and other countryes, and advised to returne 
and desire his grand master to write how hcc would have it sent 
and they would not fajJe him thereof; with many other such 
complements after the Persian manner; though I suppose the 
King is not soc well stored with ready moneys as to spare such 
a considerable some as might bee acceptable; and soe much the 
embasadour in a manner told the Etamon Dowlett. But now the 
business is even concluded; the King havcing given him 100 
tomands^ in mony and zerbafs/ and hee is suddainely to receive 
his vest,® when in few dayes hee resolves to leave this place. 

The story that Bellomont was actually offered, but declined, 
a payment on account of the Gombroon customs, is inconsistent 
with Manucci's narrative and with the account given in the Dutch 
records {Hi^ue Transcripts at the India Office, ser. i. vol. xx. 
no. 5S2); but it is possible that the Itimild-uddaula (for the reasons 
suggested by Young) had offered to have the future customs paid to 
Bellomont, if the latter would remain at Gombroon to receive them. 

‘ The hlmStt ^ a mgqcy oI acMunt. rcfirtsmtinj; la.m (which ii the mMhinf' ol the 
word) dlndft. Ai thin pvnild Kt niii rcckjonfid d» td ^ 6^, fit/, ttcrfiiw. * Zerbaf ^ 

Lt ^M-broc^dc [Pert, zorh^fi). 

* A drtis^ of bfinour (torJjfSi}. 
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The nest reference to the ambassador is contained in a letter from 
the Gombroon factors to Surat dated 3 Decemberp 1655: 

The 30th [November] (becing Sunday^) at night the pretended 
English embassador, whoc goeth under the stiJe of the Lord 
Bellamount, arrived heere from Asphahaune; whoe pretendeth 
he is bound for India after a moneth or toos stay beere. But his 
linguist (whoe waa formerly a jessuitt) saith he hath a phJrmacn 
from the King of Persia for the Companies customes, and that 
hec stayeth hcere in expectacion of ten sayle of shipps that should 
come from we cannot imagine whence. Also the Kings officers 
heero say that the Kings commaund is on them that, in case he will 
accept of the customes, they should tume u$ out and settle them 
on him; if not, eontinue them as they are to us. But there are see 
many reports in towne, and soc little appearance of his acting 
anything there!Rp that we eannot beleive anything thereof. . , . 
PS. (4 Dec.)— , * . In a former clause we acquainted you of the 
Lord Bellamounts arrivall hcere; whoCp to shew that ho hath 
noo intent to injure the Company or trouble their servants heerCp 
hath desired his passage on the for Surratt ; which we the 

will!ngergraunted, that his presents heere might not cause any more 
rumours. For of a qertayne the Atamaam Dowdaatc would faine 
have him accepted [jw:] of the customes a while ; thereby to ha%'c 
an,occasion to turne us out, as ho w'ould alsoe him in a very short 
time afterwards. Soo that we hope you will not take it ill that we 
gave him his passage, Mr. Young can acquaint you more fully ho%v 
much hoc protested never to indeavour to injure the Company 
in Spahaune or any place- to w^hose relacion please to be referred. 

The Sedliorse sailed on 4 December and reached Swally 6 Januarj-, 
1656, On the 29th of the same month the Surat factors wTote to 
Weale: 

The Lord Bellamount is in Surat ; w'here hee hath taken a house, 
so it should seem that hee intends to remain ther for some time. 
Wee wish that his renioove from Persia may be a meanes to free 
you from all trouble aboutt the customes, and all so cause of a greater 
annuall inlargcmcnt* 

No further mention of the ambassador is found in the Company*s 
records; and for the rest of the story the reader must go to the 
pages of Manucci, who relates BellomonPs journey up country 

TbE other have 'Sau^rday *. B&th arc wronu. For 30 November was h Fridmjf. 

Since » Dutch letter fwfn Ct»Piibrc»n TrAnsmf'ft, tat- i- vol. xk. no. jSj). writtcEi 

on 1 December* 5aii3 iKat Betbmont hatt not then arrived^ it wens probable that Sandayp 
a December* WIti the correct date. 
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through BurhanpuT to Agra, whence he set out for Delhi, but died 
Buddenly at Hodal in June, 1656, The body was hastily buried on 
the banks of a small reservoirj but fifteen months later was disin¬ 
terred and carried to Agra^ where it doubtlciSs rests in an unmarked 
grave in the old Roman Catholic cemctcrj\ Thus ended this 
remarkable mission. 

The alarm excited by Bellomont^s embassy in the minds of the 
Company's servants in Persia is easily comprehensible* That 
country afforded a certain market for broadcloth and other com* 
raoditics; but as the Company had now ceased to buy the raw 
silk (a royal monopoly) which was its chief product, the English 
factors" main concern was to secure their share of the Gombroon 
customs. Their claim to this was based upon the agreement made 
at the rime of the capture of Ormus (1622)^ when it was stipulated 
that, in return for English co-operation in that entcqstise, the 
Company should not only be excused all import duties but should 
also receive half the net customs revenues. Gradually, however^ 
as the memory of that event faded and the need of English help 
against the Portuguese passed away, the Persian officials lowered 
the payment on this account to a mere fraction of what was 
really due. meeting all remonstrances with allegations that the 
original treaty had contemplated the maintenance of an English 
fleet for the defence of the Persian coast and that the Gombroon 
revenues wctc being systematically defrauded by the English 
merchants and mariners passing off as their owm property the 
goods of Asiatic passengers in their ships. Complaints to the Shah 
were of little use, since the tendency at Court -was to argue that 
the reigning monarch was in no way bound by so antiquated an 
arrangement^ and that any payment made must be regarded as 
imark of the royal bounty^ which ought to bo reciprocated by 
liberal presents and by the purchase of the royal silk, especially 
in regard to the latter^ the English had by no means fulfilled the 
lavish promises they had made at the time of the commencement 
of the trade. Doubtless the payment would have been withheld 
altogethcrj but for the fear that in such case the English would 
destroy the customs revenue nltogetheri by blockading the port 
from the sea. At one time there had been a hope at Court that 
the Dutch, whose trade in Persia was far larger than that of the 
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English, would take the commerce under their protection and pre¬ 
vent any strong measures of the kind; but there was now no 
prospect of this, for the authorities in Holland, however bellicose 
their servants in the East might be, were determined not to risk a 
second conflict with England. Thus thrown on their own resources, 
the Persian officials could do nothing but continue the policy o£ 
making each year at Gombroon an altogether inadequate payment, 
and referring the factom to Court for the balance; with the result 
that the latter found themselves in the dilemma of either making an 
expensive journey to the Shsdi’$ head-quarters, with the certainty 
of having then to spend a round sum in presents and bribes to secure 
an uncertain result, or of putting up with the underpayment, with 
a probability that in the following year the amount would be lowered 
still further. The only remedy they could sec was to appeal to force, 
and they were accordingly urging their employers to send a strong 
fleet to Gombroon for that purpose; but the Company shrank 
from such decided measures, and replied gloomily (in a letter to 
Surat of 27 August, 1655) i 

Wee take notice that^ notwithstanding Mr. Spillers tedious and 
chargeable journey to the King of Persia and solliciting his favour 
concerning the dammage wee received from the Dutch, as also for 
our due allowance of customes at Gombroonc, that wee are still in the 
same eondicion as formerlic, and that wee must either accept of 
what they will please to give or eke have nothing at all. The 
500 tomaunds which was the last yeate received, though it be 
a small some in respect to what wee may j ustly challenge, yet better 
that then nothing; for wee know not how to force our right from 
them. Therefore, upon neecssitie wee must be constrained to lye 
at their mercie and receive what they will be pleased to give; and, 
being wee cannot compell them to give us our due, you must by 
faire cneancs worke as much from them as you can for the present, 
till it shall please God that wee may be in such a eondicion as may 
bring them to a better accompt. 

As already mentioned, in Februaiy, 1655, William Weak had 
been dispatched from Surat to be Chief in Persia. He arrived at 
Gombroon on 10 April, where he found Henry Young, who had 
been left by Spiller in charge. To him he communicated the orders 
from the Surat Council, which were that Young should be Weak's 
Second. Youngs however, who is described to us by Ifanucci 
(voL i- p. 35) a$ ' a very short man, but most generous and very 
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liberal^—characteristics which suggest a sensitiveness on points 
of dignity and at the same time an impulsive disposition-—felt 
himself affronted and at once quitted the Company's service^ 
dedaring that he would travel up to Ispahan to recover his health 
and settle some business there, and would then proceed to India. 
By the time the Sedfi&rse departed (25 April), the factors had sold 
goods to the value of over 4,600/. i but the bulk of this money was 
sent to Masulipatam (by order from Surat) in a junk belonging to 
Mir Jumla. Then all the merchants fell ill. On 16 May Wenle 
dispatched a letter after Youngs stating that the two who had 
accompanied him from Surat were dead, and the Lord knowes 
how soonc 1 , William Weale, may folloivcIn that event he 
adjured Young to resume charge of the Company's affairs, and 
meanwhile to * apearo as Cheife^ at Ispahan and dispose of the 
goods there. If necessary, he might also employ Daniel Otgher, 
his travelling companionj, who had recently left the ser^'ice^ To 
this Young replied in a letter from Shiraz of 3 June, agreeing to 
the request, although ho was still in bad health. Ho svould not 
hear of returning to the Company''^ service, if this meant sub¬ 
ordination to anybody ; but ho was willing to take charge, should 
it be necessary, and to leave the question of his remuneration to 
higher authorityp He requested early instructions as to giving 
presents to the King and the chief officials^ 

The Aspahaune and Armenian Govemours, you will fiude^ are 
anually piscashed,^ and would take it very ill if they should this 
yeare bee neglected p * . ^ I tould Mr. Weale at Bunder [i.e. at 
Gombroon] that hee would bee forced to bee at such charge, as 
I conceived, if hee came up to Spahauno; yet heereby T promise 
to withstand it what possible 1 can, soc it may stand with the 
Companies honour now^ in these ticklish times. You well know^e 
wee have one lyeiitg at cemrte that will lay hold on all advantages 
to injure the Company ; w ho is the embassadore, . .. Wee give you 
thanks for the order you gave us to accomidate ourselves in 
Spahaune with every thing of the Companies as w^cc have occasion 
for; but weo know not of nothing there but a little cookroome 
ware and a few large piliowes; there not being a carpett fitt to 
lay before any man^ or any other ncccssarycs, as wee can call to 
mlnde. Soe that wee must supply the defect as w^ce findc oceastom 

^ Gi'vco; a pretest (jbblljtdilF). Th? KCOf^d of fuiii:tiDEmrica h'iu cvid^tl)^ the Hmd of 

the AniKniEin. community Bit JiJfa (n sulwirb 0^ Ispahln). 
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Meanwhile Weak, finding that his only chance of recovering his 
health was to seek better air, had decided to quit Gombroon, 
leaving Anthony Daniel in charge, and to set out for Shir 3 .a, whence 
he could go on to Ispahan should his presence at Court be absolutely 
necessary. On his way he wrote (iS June) to Young and Otgher, 
promising to dispatch a linguist, Ibrahim, to their assistance, and 
begging them to defend the Company's interests 

In case that pretended embassadour should indeavour anything 
to the Companies detriment; and to pcticion Etamon to'^lett for 
our share of this veares customc of Gombroone, the Shabunder 
[Shahbandar, the llead of the Customs] denying to pay us any more 
then 400 tomands, which 1 have given him a receipt to have taken 
in parte on atcompt, hee referring us to Etamon Dowlett for_what 
elce can bee procured, and it was a long lime before I could gett 
him to hcare of more then 300 tomaunds. . . - How necessary it 
should bee that wee have the Metre Accore Basshawes screett 
for the shipping of our horses, you arc very scncible ; thcTcfore it 
must bee procured with a piacash, noe other way being able to gett 
itt. For to present the Ring etc, at this time I cannot answer ; 
nor can I see soe necessary, except myselfc were there, 
were three ycares in Spahaune, and never presented the King all that 
time * and yott, though with some trouble, hee did his busmtsse, 
for all vaporing Constant, the Dutchman, was there.® In case any 
buying of silk bee propounded by the Etamon Dowlett, the old 
answer must serve, that wee want order from our meters, but 
CKDcct it very shortcly, and soe $top his mouth ; or, if that wni 
not, rather then indanger a greater damage to the Company, [you ?] 
must contrive a piscash for him to doc the busincsse, with faire words 
and promises of strange things, till w'ce shall hcarc what the Company 
w ill say to t his t heirc lost credi t in Persia. For pr^ent 1 ng the Aspa- 
haune and Armenian Govcmour[5], I conceive it may easely bee 
excused for oneyeare, except (as you say) these ticklish times should 
urge a necessity ; therefore then it must bee submitted to. 

From ShirSz Wealc, who was still very sick, wrote to the Company 
(3^ July), reporting what had happened. On the general situation 

he said: . i,- 1 „ 

Abuses hecre in customc house arc growme to such a higlit 
that, unlcssc Your Worships doe shew yourselves by a certame 
number of shipps apeariog m Gombroonc very suddamely, lU most 

' The ^Titwn jro'i'ii's) pennitv^ ih* Aihur Bis^LoT Mulef of the Hiir«. , ,. , 

* WiEliRin Pitt wpj in Pcrtift Insm 164j ChurEts Conitnnt (be DuicL one 

there! fr&ELk 164^ to £645^ 
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certainely true wee shalbee turned out of tustomchouse' for, 
what with the Dutch, who^ every visitt they give a great maOj tell 
thorn that it is a great discreditt to the King that wee should share 
in theire cu&tomes (weo being but thoire prisoners); soe that the 
Etaman Dowlatt doth tell us that, when wee deliver any petition 
concerning our abuses in customchouse, this wilbee broken off: 
what service wee had donCj it was in great Abasses time. Hee saith: 
doe this King service, by buying his silk, and then you may chance 
to receive those old previlidges freely. . . . The losse you would 
receive by being putt out of customehouse, if you reccon oncly 
what now you receive from them, is a small matter; but if you will 
please seriously to take this business into hand, it would bee better 
worth to you then 10,000 tomands a yeare; for the Shabunder 
could tell mee that the King last yeare had 16^000 tomands, but 
this yeare (by reason of very few vessels arriveall) the King wdll not 
have above halfe soe much ; soc that in proporcion w ee were to have 
250 tomands, but in respect of Etamaan ^wlat[s] letter (which 
I produced) for our respective [i.e. respectful] usage in custome 
house, hee would :^ee to 350 tomands. But at last hee came to 
400 tomands ; which I thought good to take of him. having heard 
that the passed yeare they profferred 500 tomands to your servant 
in Bunder, w^ho would not accept thereof, but referred to the 
Agent at Spahaune; whOp after hee had bcene at the charge in 
peticioning the Ataman Dowlatt. and our linguists four months 
charges at court, could gett not one farthing more* 

After Some further detail, Wcalc goes on to say : 

Bussorah is againc quictt, and the old Bashaw^ againe seated 
there; soe that merchants flock thither as formerly. And thither 
should one of your ser%^ants have gon. with the goods that now 
lye in Gombroone, if it had pleased God to affoard life* The 
Padrees thence write mec that your house there is like to bee lost to 
youp if an Enelishman apeare not; soe that (God willing} I intend, 
as soone as 1 have gott any assistance and the President and 
Counsells aprobacion thereof, to send one to sell it, for it is both 
a^ charge and trouble to kcepc itt. If you would please from 
England to send such things for presents as you have becne often 
writt to for, as fine Holland cambrick. broad cloth, etc. raretyes 
they heerc count them), you would finde your accompt of 
pishcashes would not bee raised to halfe what it is unavoydablcy 
now by presenting of gold. Me. Lewis can w cll informe you what 
the King etc. told him was raretyes to them; who, at his being 
in Spahaune, received more favour by giveing the King a good 
mastive dogg then if hee had given 100 tomands in gold.^ Soc 
* Sm Tki EngfiVA FffifmfSy t6|t-4p p. 7S. 
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likcjvvise in all places would your charge bee much cased, if you laid 
out a coa&idcrable somm in England on snch things fitting to bee 
presented heere to great men ; who, since it hath beene a custome, 
looks for it as a dew debt, andp if you destre to speak with any of 
them, theire servant will first a$k the broker or your linguist 
whither you have brought a piscash * as doth constantly this 
Etaman Dowlctt When wee have any bu sin esse with him, the first 
word is t Have you brought a present for the King ? If not, you 
are not welcome. Its that, or the buying of silk, that does any 
thing in. this country. 

After a period of anxious waiting, VVcale heard on i September 
that Young had visited the Itimad-uddaula and delivered a present 
and a petition, but had not received an answer. Weak wrote to 
Gombroon that he would wait a few days longer before setting 
out for Ispahan, as he hoped that further intelligence would relieve 
him from the necessity of proceeding thither. One reason for delay 
was that 

I have news from others that Etamon Dowlett is in disgrace with 
the King; which is the reason hee keeps house, pretending sick- 
nessc; soe that I feare that piscash wilbeo lost, if hee performes 
not somewhat before hee is outed. For it is generally reported that 
the brother of the lato deceased Etamon Dowlett is to have the 
place; whome all saith is a much better man. 

This report, however, w*as contradicted in a letter of 12 September 
received from Young, w'ho was hopeful of a favourabk answer to his 
suit and spoke of quitting Ispahan in eight days. As a matter of 
factp he did not get away until the aGth. Writing to Wealc on 
I October from * Degardoe^ (Ekhgardu), he announced that he 
had obtained the desired permit for the c.xportation of horses, and 
also fifty tam^s as the King's present to the Agcnt.^ As regards 
the petition on the subject of the customsp the Itimad-uddaula 
had refused an immediate reply, but had promised to give one to 
the linguist (Ibr&hlm), who was accordingly left behind for that 
purpose. Deeming it unnecessary to remain any longer, Weale 
quitted Shiraz at the beginning of October, and reached Gom¬ 
broon on the 29tb. On zo November he and the other factors there 
sent a letter to Surat, reporting the events of the past season and 
requesting sanction for the payment of Young^s expenses. Owing 

* Tha wm a lon^^tAiidin^ proctlct* but the had iww been withheld betause 

k had bfifo dfcifisveied tbwt the wa* cwfried to tbe Compaiiy^f Aceount. 
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to the death oI two of the factors, Otghcr had been made Second and 
Accountant. It was fortunate, they said, that no goods had been sent 
to Basra, as prices there were reported to be at least 40 per cent« 
below the rates ruling at Gombroon; ' that Basshaw' tyraniaeing 
much, soc that noe merchants will come thither to buy goods 

The Sfoiwse arrived from Surat on 2i November, 1655. As w'c 
have seen, she brought some letters to be forwarded overland to 
the Company ; and so the Gombroon factors took the opportunity 
to make a report to the latter on the 24th. In the course of this 
they intimated that 

On the Seahorse came many Banian merchants letters to their 
factors hccrc, which hath caused them to report to this Govemour 
and Customer that the ships now come [to Surat} arc for severall 
new Companies; upon which the Shawbundcr sent us word that 
the King had remitted the customes onely to the old Company; 
what others came should pay. Soe that we fcare [vre] shall have 
a great deale of trouble, if any of them comes hither and bring 
other then Mores and Banians goods; and our trouble wilbe the 
more (at least, more difficult for us to lessen), because neither from 
Your Worships nor your President and Counsell have we order how 
to behave our selves therein. Therefore [we] desire your lysence 
or prohibition of owning more then yours, now their ts so many 
private men voyages to and againe in India. 

We have already noted (p. 12] that the Company had arranged 
at home ivith the owners of such private vessels to permit them 
(on payment) to claim e.vemption from customs at Gombroon, 
It does not seem to have occurred to the Committees that the 
Persian authorities might object to this extension to outsiders 
of privileges granted to the Company itself. 

From a sul^cqucnt letter to Surat {3 December) we kam that 
Young sailed from Gombroon for that place on 20 November in 
a junk called the Diamond. The factors had heard nothing more 
about * the court business' ^ but in reply to some observations 
from Surat they wrote; 

You are pleased to say it will not quitt cost to kcepc shipps to 
commaund the vessclls that pas by. Yet wee are certayne, tell 
they (i. e. the Company] doe soe, we must not expect more then 
they will please to give. However, (with you) twe] hope to see 
better dayca sn Persia; in the meane time shall by our fairc carryage 
indeavour to winn them to deale better by us. 
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This letter was sent in the Seahorse, which carried also six 
horses and money to the value of about 5,450/. As already men¬ 
tioned, Lord Bellomont proceeded to India in the same 'vessel. 


THE COROMANDEL COAST AND BENGAL, 1655 

If the outlook In the western Presidency "was dark at this period, 
the situation on the eastern side of India was even worse, for 
dissensions 'within and disturbances without added to the troubles 
of the Company's servants. Of tlie disputes between President 
Baker and his Second, Henry Greenhill, an account has been given 
in the last volume (pp. xxxi ct seq.). The departure of Baker in 
the Katlurbte on 20 January, 1655, leaving Greenhill in charge, put 
an end to these so far as Madras itself was concerned ; but some of 
the factors had taken Baker's side, and time was needed to assuage 
the feelings aroused by the controversy. Greenhill himself and his 
adherent, John Leigh, pursued the late President to England with 
elaborate indictments. As, however, the subject has already been 
dealt with at some length, it '^vill suffice if we refer those interested 
in the matter to Greeiihill’s letters of 20 January and 21 April, 
1655, from the former of which extracts have been printed in 
Col, Love's Festige^ of Old Madras (voL i, pp. 134, 139). 

Nor need we linger over the charges against the tw'o Brahmans 
employed by Baker, or the accusations brought by them against 
Greenhill. Col, Love has printed part of Green hill’s answer, and 
the subject has already lost its interest. The Brahmans had been 
left Jn custody by Baker, and In March, 1655, the accusations 
against them we:rc investigated by Greenhill and his Council, 
with the result that they were declared guilty on most of the points. 
One curious piece of evidence is perhaps worth mentioning, as 
sho'wing the general belief in the pow’cr of w'Jtchcrnft. The 
Brahmans, being charged w*ith sorcery, retorted the charge on 
Green hill’s native agents ; 

Who, being commanded to answer, proposed a search on both 
sides; which the Bramenes not undertakeing, and divers people 
averring that they had some in their chamber where they weer 
prisoners in the Forte, command was given to search what could 
bee found in that place; wher was a strange kinde of pouch, 
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with many sDverall divisions in it, soe compacted that wee were 
torcte to cutt it all to peeces before [wee] coyld come to peruse 
it; in which was sevcr^ pcoces of our {i*e. the factors"] clothes^ 
trinckebt and charmo; also ail our name^ sett downe on a paper; 
w'hich many Bramenes (called to vciw' them) declared to be 
sorceryes. 

The same inctdenl: Is described by John Leigh in a tetter to the 
Company of 20 Aprils 1655 : 

That they should bee wiches the church [i*e. pagoda] Bramoneca 
in the townc did justice to their faces; for wee found a bagg of 
theirs, quilted as thick as my hand is long, which Vi-as an houre in 
ripping ; ’where wee found little holes, some with one thing m them 
and some with another. In fine^ wee found three square peeces of 
plate, three fingers over each, one of gould, one of gold and sUver, 
and one of silver^ all written on, but what wee know not (these were 
in silver cases): one peece of spare paper, with carractors but itoe 
letters : one other paper^ with all the names of the better sort of 
English which vrerc in the Fort: and one peece of stuff or other of 
every mans clothes that they had noininated. Alsoe ’wee found 
by proofes that the Bramonecs had iayd a copper plate with 
carractors in a small paged or idoll temple^ some little way in the 
ground, valted, and over that sett an idoll or little dive 11; which 
aboute a yeare agoe, more or less, they did remove and take away. 
Wee demanded of them why they tookc it away. They said they 
put them their to hurt their enimes and their frclnds dyed * and 
therefore they tookc it away. Kow 1 hope Your Worships will 
beleeve that they are wiches^ villanous rascallsp anddeseriiC rather 
death then favour. 

Another interesting document belonging to the case is the declara¬ 
tion of the Right Hand Caste, the salient passages of which have 
been quoted in CoL Love's work (vol, t. p. 122)* 

What punishment (other than the loss of their employment) 
was actually inflicted on the Brahmans is not recorded; but 
the Company, in a letter of 27 August, 1655, while approving of 
their being obliged to pay whatever was due from them, warned the 
factors to 

Take notice that wee are sencible that the said Bramines have 
done us some good and acceptable services, and therefore wee 
require that you neither doe^ or suffer to be done by any others, 
any violence or injurie to the persons of them, but on the contrary 
to secure and protect them what possibly you may* 


33 


AND BENGAL, 1635 


Col. Love lias also saved us from the necessity of devoting space 
to the charges brought against Thomas Paine, steward of Fort St. 
George, and to the groundless scandal raised against GreenhilJ by 
Mrs. Bland. We may therefore pass on at once to other matters. 
A summary of consultations held in March, 1655, at Fort St. George, 
informs us that the pinnace Mariner was dispatched to Bengal 
in that month, and that it was decided to send the Exptdiiion 
(dally expected from Pegu) to Bantam with a cargo of goods under 
the charge of William Johnson, who was to resign his post ot 
Accountant to Thomas Chamber. Richard Minora, who had 
commanded the garrison in 1649-51, and had since been unem¬ 
ployed, was paid his arrears and allowed to resign, Charles Wyldc,^ 
who had arrived in the KoiheriM as pilot, was permitted to go to 
the Bay in the Mainer. The remains of the wrecked Bonito 
were sold to a merchant of Madras for 100 pagodas; also five 
guns for 160 pagodas. From other documents we learn that the 
Expedition duly sailed for Bantam on i June, but, encountering 
stormy weather, was forced to abandon the voyage and put 
back to Masulipatam. Her master, John Boyer, went to Vira- 
vasaram, ' and there out of discontent pistold himself the ajth 

[June) ■ \o.C. 2537)- . , ^ „ 

Before dealing further with commercial topics, it may be wcU 
to say something about the currency of the Golconda kingdom, 
and thus make clear to the reader the constantly recurring allusions 
to new and old pagodas, For this purpose Tavernier, aa a con¬ 
temporary authority, is our principal guide {Voyage$, ed, 1676-^, 
vol. ii. pp. II. 313). The ' old ' pagodas were the gold coins struck 
by the Vijayanagor rulers who preceded the Musalman dynasty 
of Golconda ; the ‘ new '—also of gold—were those coined by the 
latter, as well as those issued by the English and the Dutch, those 
of the Bijapur kingdom, and those of the * Raja de Carnatica ’ 
and the * Raja de Vellouche'> Although of no greater weight or 
hneticss than the new, the old pagodas were worth about 25 


I S«e Tki Enctiik iSitS-Soi PP- *“*' «wi an srtide in (he 

/iiffFHtllor July, 1914 ip. 7*1. The infonaiatiiro now given um addiUM to wtai vu (hen 

knowii of fella ctiixtcr. , ■ ..t ■ ^ 

• Vdkirt ? Frnin swfcathcf felcrcfice Tavemief to l^vt tid* Itnn 

Choiulttgiri RAj* (the Te[>ri:^t*tivc of the oM VifiymiAgaf djTiMty). But vho iiifti ww 
the ^ Raja de Ovrnatk* ^ ? 
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cent, more (4! rupees as against 34 ). For this Ta%^crnicr gives two 
re^ns. One is that the shroffs had a superstition thatp if these 
ancient coins were melted dovmp a disaster would befall the 
countryp to avert which they annually gave the king a heavy 
subsidy on condition that he took no steps to recoin them \ the 
other, that the shroffs found considerable profft in maintaining 
the double currency. The old pagodas were generally ’wom or for 
other reasons deficient in ’weight, and the adjustment of value 
between them and the new pagodas was an elaborate business; 
while there were also many bad coins in cJrculationp the detection 
of which required the assistance of an expert. In the older part of 
the kingdoms bargains were usually made in old pagodas; but new 
pagodas appear to have been freely used, especially in the Carnatic, 
In addition to the pagoda and half pagoda, there were fanams of 
different vaiueSp some as low as threepence; these also were 
nominally gold coins, but the proportion of alloy was of course 
very high. Below the fanam ’were copper coins, known as * cash \ 
Tavernier adds that a silver rupee ’was issued by the King of 
Gokonda, and another by the Dutch at PulicaL 

When in 162G the English settled at Arm agon (Durgarazpatnamjp 
they obtained from the local Nayak the right to coin pagodas and 
fanams; and a similar concession was made in the grant under 
which they transferred their factory to Madras. The pagoda they 
coined at Armagon was rated by them at 6^. and the fanam 
at 4rf, The old pagoda [of 15 fanams) was valued by the MasuU- 
patam factors in 1630 at 95, 44^,; but this rate was admittedly 
too high, and in 1633 it was reduced to %. 4^. Increasing trade 
seems to have brought about an appreciation, for in 1642 we find 
the same coin rated at loi.—a valuation which was long maintained, 
the new pagoda being reckoned at Sj, Fryer gives the latter rate, 
with 32 fanams to the pagoda, and six cash to the fanam. The 
value of the Madras pagoda romainod at 8 s. until i676p ’^hen it 
was raised to gs. by order of the Company (Diaries of Slreynsham 
jVtosier^ voL i, pp, 234^ 277),^ It was a very rough coin^ plain on 
one side and bearing on the other a vague image of a Hindu deityp 

^ Of cQurie oil %ere apf|Rr«xiiTfflte twily, bcinc nidopted « Iwt-rmta Jw 

coDvtnlnijcei and hmving a diott idadan to ihe tonvefhUKia] ni» fat ttipm and liiJi 
d^ht. 
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The dispatch of the Three Brctkers from England to the Coast 
has been already noted on p, She reached Madras in the 
middle of September, 1655, and from her commander GreenhiU 
received a letter ■written by the Company on 31 January, Its 
chief burden was the necessity of retrenchment, owing to ‘ the great 
sufferings and losses that this Stock hath undergone 

Having taken a view of the great charge which wee lie under in 
the maintinance of many factors and others, both in Fort St. George 
and other factories under that Prcsidcncie, even at this time, ■when 
wee have little or noe occasion to make use of them, "Wee have 
thereupon resolved and doe enorder that, for the manadgment of 
our affaires in Fort St. George and in the factorie of Mesulapataji, 
that noe more but three factors shall be continued in both places, 
namly, two at the Fort and one at Mcsulapatan; which nomber 
wee conceive will be sufBcicnt, wee having at present noe other 
occasion wherein to imploy them, except to preserve and main- 
taine those priviledges and immunities which wee have in those 
partes. 

The salaries of these factors were not to exceed 6oil. per annum for 
the three. A preference should be given to Thomas Chamber, 
William Palmer, and Martin Bradgate, if these were available and 
willing; if not, others must be chosen. 

The maintinance of soe many debauched and wicked persons 
as have been continued under the name of souldiers in the Fort 
hath not only been a great charge unto us, but by their unchristian- 
like living hath also brought a scandal] to our nation and religion, 
and calls upon us for a reformation. Wee doc therefore hereby 
absolutely order that noe more but 10 souldiers shall be there 
continued, and one chirurgeon; which persons wee desire you to 
make choice off and cull out of the rest, that they may be such 
(if possible) whose lives and conversations may adorne the profes¬ 
sion of our Christian religion. And let not any of them be such as 
are married men and have broken that contract by defiling them¬ 
selves and having children there which they have unlawfully 
begotten; of which sort wee may feare there are too many. . . . 
All other factories upon the Coast must be deserted, and the 
remainder of our people to be retourned ; all which wee doe hereby 
ordaine to be with all convenient expedition performed. And 
what of our estates shall be in any of them remaining, either in 
debts, plate, horses, houshold stuffe or what elee, let them be sold, 
collected in, and gathered together, and (with the factors) be 
conveighed to the Fort, there to be ready to be invested and sent 
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on this ship for Maccasser - and what c^not be made ready by 
the departure of this ship, to be laden on some other ship on 
fraight that shall come for E!ngland; that soc wee may 
home all or as much of our estate as may be procured, . . , Tnese 
our preceeding orders bemg by you performed ,. . wo conclude our 
charge w’bich w^ill then remain e upon us will be defrayed (with 
an overplus) by the advance of customej rentSp and the improve^ 
meat or those immunities which wee have purebred in 
places; wherefore wee desire those, to whose Jott it ahall fall to 
be residents in the premencioned places, that they doe endeavour 
and bend their spirits to live io such frugall and eivill waies that 
noe superfluous charges be drawne upon ua in any kind whatsoever. 
Now peradventure it may seeme strange unto you that wee arc 
thus resolved... * Therefore it will not be amisse in one word to hint 
unto you the occasion, namly* the liber tie that is hero taken by 
Eeverall perticulcr persons to send out shipping for all partes 
of India ; of which many have already set saile and arc proceeded 
on their designcs, and more are preparing suddamly to follow. 
This is the maine discouragmont that hath wrought upon us to 
draw home what part of our estates^ both in your partes and others^ 
that wee can possibly atteyne unto. Notwithstanding, wce^arc not 
yet quite out of hopes but that ere long sente accontmodation may 
be found out, that the trade of India may againe be setled and 
manadged to the honour and proffitt of the English nation ; there¬ 
fore have wee concluded not to disert all our factories^ but fbat you 
keepo a footing in the twoc premencioned of the Fort and Mesula- 
patan, till our further order. 

The rest of the letter is taken up with directions for providing 
a cargo of piece*goods for the Tfcrrr Bi^olhi^s to carry to Macassar^ 
from which place she was to return direct to England, As a matter 
of fact she did not follow this course, but came back via Bantam 
to Madras in the summer of 1636, and then went home towards 
the end of that year. 

With this letter came another from the Company, dated to March, 
This had been intended to catch the Tft™ Bfethers (which had 
been detained by contrary winds)' failing this, it was put aboard 
the Cotistmtifwple which overtook the BToihers 

off the Cape and handed over the letter^ In it the Committees 
TSTote: 

Wee have further taken into our considerations that, being there 
are severall perticuler ships now intended to come for the Coast* 
and that, wee having obteyned and purchased the priviledge of not 
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p^iying of cu&toitio, both &t the Fort and Mcsulapatan, it standcs 
with very much reason and justice that noo porticulcr persons 
shouJd rcape and enjoy that proiiitt which only bdongeth unto us 
the Company; to which purpose wee doe therefore require you 
that you demaund, of every English ship that shall arrive with 
you, the custome which is usual! [yj paid upon all such goodcs and 
merchandizes which shall be by them either imported or exported 
from your ports; which that they may the more willingly satishe 
unto yog, woe arc contented that you ahate them the one halfe and 
only receive the moyetie of the duty for our accompt; which 
being soe reasonable, axe cannot conceive that it will be refused 
by any of them, but that they will rather make choice to pay us 
the said halfe part of the custome then be left lyablc (by being 
disowned by you) to pay the whole unto the natives. 

A further communication was sent overland on 27 August, 1655, 
replying to one from Madras brought by the Katherine, and 
reiterating the previous orders for realizing the Company’s effects 
and sending home the proceeds. The original of this tetter failed 
to reach Madras, and its contents were only made known to the 
factors by the receipt of a copy in June, J65&, It was addressed 
simply to the ' Agent and Factors at Fort St. Georgenot (as 
before} to the ‘ President and Council 

The orders from the Company for the immediate reduction of 
establishments obviously required consideration by as la^e a number 
of the factors as possible, especially as no mention was made in the 
letters of Grccnhill (who, the Committees probably thought, was 
returning with Baker). As soon, therefore, as the gold brought by 
the Three Brothers had been coined at Madras, Grccnhill, Chamber, 
and Bradgate embarked in her for Masulipatam, leaving the Fort 
under the care of the chaplain (the Rev. Joseph Thomson) ■ On 
16 October a consultation was held at Viravasaram, at w*hich the 
subject was fully debated. It was decided to recall all the factors 
from Bengal, and all but one from Syriam (Pegu). With respect 
to the Coast itself: 

It was with a gcnnerall consultation concluded that the Worship* 
full Henry Grecnhill should bee entreated to continew in the place 
of President at Fort St. George,' being a necessity to make this 

* GrnnhiUt k mAy ht noLedp retained ii« ttlle of Pnsidrnt imtll his dcttlip though his 
HqFr.. CO the title ivaj jicver by the I’t-Uliiany. Hy ihe airaiagemrnt nisck in 

JfUiuary, [658, i!^-hrn the Company's aeulcmspu were reoticfliilttdp he wm sppoinlcd Agent 
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earnest request to him, considering the present differences wee 
have with the Nabob [i,e, Mir Jumla] about the Companies 
privilidges in Maddnaspatam, and the Companies stock they have 
and will have shortly to invest on this coa^t^ by computacion to 
amptint to 15,000 pagodas old. Upon these intreatyes President 
Grccnhill was pleased to condisend to stay in ditto place some small 
tyinc longer, till the Companies affaires may better dispence with 
his service. Upon question made of the nomber of souldiers 
requisite to guard the Companies fort att Maddraspatam, it was 
genneralJy voted that noe less then 25 officers and souldiers must 
bee kept in pay for the said service; which ^"as agreed to bee 

whit men and blacks; ^ and yet there will bee but halfe guard. 

It was resolved that Chamber should be Accountant, and Brad* 
gate an Assistant in Coimcih at Fort St, George, and that Edward 
Winter and William Palmer should look after affairs in Masulipatam 
and Viravasaram. One question remained, viz, the disposal of 
the chaplain, concerning whom nothing had been said in the letters 
from home. It was agreed that^ if he could not this season obtain 
passages to England for himself and his wife^ the pair should be 
allowed their diet at the Company's table, but as regards salary 
he was to be referred to the home authorities. 

At a subsequent torisuUationj held at Masulipatam on 4 Decern* 
ber, i65Sp 

Was bad intoconsideracion what proportion of meanes was thought 
needfuil to bee allowed for such of the Companies servants as are 
to reside at Madraspatan and Metchicpatam ® and the subordinate 
factories for tbeire necessary ex^ences (charges merchandize and 
charges garrison excepted). It was agreed that 30 old pagodas 
[per month] should bee allowed Mr, Winter etc, to uphold the 
Companies houses at Metchkpatam, Verashcrone, Pettepole, and 
Dulcpundej® and 60 new pagodas for the President and two factors^ 

qn lb* Caast^in ^ubordiiwitJofi 10 ibc Protslent at Surat; md, atficlly ap«king, ihi# vw ibt 
only to which lie had any rb^ht. No doubts from Use tiicK thex onicri were 

received, he ceued to use the hiclwr title in fomiel doewmenu; but colloquially he was 
ftill 'tie President^ for everybody at Mndru Rt^er Middfeinn'i letter in the fffJiait 
^Arffuary, p« ija)- * The numbers are left blimVin Jtll tie copics- 

■ Mniiiilipatam. Tie old fonn given in the te^t rcHecU tie l«^ cansE Maobhli^mlJinj 
wbteh has been eKptaln«l u nwaninE *Fui- (Htnd. i»afAifr/c) town*. This etynmJoiry is 
doubted in Johom f but it indsfU[jport in the folicwin^ quoSalion from Methwcld^i 

acoouui of Gdoonda Jur il£i ] (iiSt p. -3^5) * " Musiili|»tflww . - - was first 

a pOOre fiihec toimc^ from whencE it lOoke Ihc nwne it yet retaynia.^ 

* Vlravuuram^ Petapdi, and DhuUpudi. For [be |>»itfoiui of the first Lwo, MC the map 
prefticed to the 1643-5 volutnt. Dhuli^iudi was about lo miirt north-eait of PeLapoli. 
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the minister and his wife, and ehirurgion at Fort St. George. In 
reraS of the decease of Mr. William Palmer,' there motioned 
wS was thought most fitt to reside with Mr. 'J'inter la Mr. 
roome. And Mr. Bradgate being nominated, hcc wM contented 
to accept thereof; which was concluded on accordingly. 

This arrangement reduced the Council at Madras to GrcenMll 
and Chamber; but Bradgate’s transfer was made an excuse for 
retaining in the service William Dawes, who seems to have acted 
as Secretary. His retention is mentioned in a letter to the Company 
from WLUiam Curtis and John Chambers, the supercargoes of the 
Tkree Brothers, in which they report their proceedings up to the 
date of writing (27 December, 1653)* when they were about to sjl 
from Madras to Bantam. They state also that, in the event of the 
Rev. Mr. Thomson's departure, the allowance for household expenses 
at Madras was to be cut down to 50 new pagodas per month; and 
they explain why it was thought necessary to retain the factory at 
Viravasatam, contrary to the orders of the Company. 

As for the factory of Verashemone, it is soc nossesary a place 
land espctially on a pinch) that, had it not bin for that factory, 
wee should not have invested halfe our raony. 

The h^d place ; but most of the white cloth that hath bm 
theire was bought out of those small vileges that 
Vei^Shcroonc. Besides, Metchlepatam is under the Nabob 
[i c. Mir Jumla] and Verashcroooc under the King, soe tl^t, 
if the Nabab be crose (as hee was about six months agoc) and will 
not lett you have fare quarter att Metchlepatam, you may goe^ 
V?rihUone and in halfe the tyme comf^eat ^1 
The Duch doth endeavor to settle a factory there, the which (^not 
bee obtained, in respect of the English ; and if wee deserto and tl«y 
Paine nosestion of it, it will be hard getting it out of thcr hands, 
Therefore, to lookc after Metchlepatam and >^t^hcrioone wee 
appointed Mr, Edward Winter and Mr. William Palmer, and have 
allowed them, to mainetaine both the factories, all ^ 

^r^ripratinn eccfiDtectt 3.0 pagodas old pef inonth ^ and out ol tnat 
is S t. Pet"?''*' house »"<l yoor house .« 

Dolcpundelu icperMion for the mutter of e.-»Us aud tyles, mrd re 

allowc men wages to lookc to them. 

With regard to the relations subsisting between the factors and 

Mir Jumla, the letter says : ,. , t 

For Fort St. George, the Nabob hath and doth stiU lisscnc(el 

* Al YitavSiawnp OH 35 Xo^-irmbef, i&SS- 
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other governors to infring on our libcrtis in these parts ; for they 
will not lett the Forts padde^ and other nea$esares com through 
thayer goverments as formerly withonit custom ] for in the uplandes 
padde is at 4S measures the amaU fanam^ and wee arc compeld to 
by att 30 and 32 per fanam. Likewise, hee hath thretned to take 
our Fort from us; the which wee conceive would have bin esiJy 
don I had Mr. Baker stayed. For it was his wisdorne (unknowne 
to any man) to desire a governor or a desider of causes from the 
Nabobp for a place that had bin governed by the English ever sine 
the Fort was blit; and when the Nabob had sent oncp the President 
that now is [GrecnhillJ would not lett him com into that towne; 
hee not knowing of any sbuch thing till Mr. Baker would have 
him goe to meat the gov^emor that was sent. Att present the 
King of Golconda and the Nabob arc att varienc^ and noe man can 
tell who will have the prehcminenc. 

From their detached position the writers were able to deal 
faithfully with the private trade that was rampant on the Coast. 
Baker was accused of having brought from Bantam a quantity 
ci gold thread and China roots, the latter being sent on to Persia 
for sale* Thomas Chamber had hindered the investment at 
MasulJpatam by purchasing a large stock of piece-goods on his ow^n 
account; and he had also made further advances, out of the 
Company's cash^ to a native merchant who was already unable to 
discharge his liabilities to the Company, though he w^as thereby 
enabled to pay what he owed to Chamber. Bradgatc had made so 
many debts in Pegu 

That on his accompt alone you are forsed to keepe that nedles 
factory; and at his feturne to the Fort his cash, his credits in 
Pegu, and all his sallary will not ballanc his accompts. 

That the factors had now little to do but trade on their own 
account appears also from a Dutch letter from Pulicat in January^ 
1656 Transcripts, ser, i. voL xxi* no. 604). This saysi 

The beforernentjoned Tkras Brathfrs seems to have brought 
little capital on the Compare's account, as is shown by the fact 
that the President, Henry Grecnhill, has since her arrival made 
no investment at all, either for the Far East or for England. The 
factors arOj however, buying on their own account and on behalf 
of the private traders, in the latter case making good profits by way 
o! broke rage, 

* PtaJd>v ir#. rkf ifi ihe hi»k. 
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The aUusions in the foregoing p^gc$ to troubLc^ Mir Juoiki 
and his repriesentatives axe to some extent explained in a naxrativc 
of events at Madras^ ^^39-S^f written^ apparently, by Thomas 
CfiarTibery a topy of which is preserved in Fa^iory Records^ Mis- 
c^tlane&uSf vol iii (p. X5). In this we arc told that matters remained 
on an amicable footing tinUl the Nawab appointed Bala Rau to the 
government of Poonamallcep a town 13 miles west of Madras and 
the centre of the administration of that tract of country^ At 
this time Timmaji was the ‘ Adigar "p ox representative o£ the 
Nawabp at Madras. BiJa Rau wrote to Mfr Jumla, suggesting that 

he might sell the come that grew in his dominions in Madraspatan, 
and that the government thereof might be under him; which 
accordingly was granted him ; he bringing a letter from the 
Nabob spccificiog the same to Agent Greenhillp and tooke TjTOmage 
out of the towne; the Agent answ'oringe Bnllaraw that this tow^ne 
was alwayes a government of it selfcp and that it was never joyned 
w^ith the govemmont of Punnamelle ; which if it shouldp w^ouJd 
not be with his likeinge. Soe he departing from hencCp leaving one 
of his people here, to whom he had given order to breed distraceJons 
both in the govemraent of the towne and alsoe in [the] Compainyes 
affairs; he continually wTitoing to the Nabob that which was 
false, whereby to cause his displeasure against us; alsoe hindring 
our merchants that provided goods for the Companyc, demanding 
customes that were never heard of before; causeing in severaJl 
places houses to be made for juncanners/ purposely to injure them, 
and putting paddy uppon our towties people, ratcing it 25 per cent, 
inarc then the bazar price; stopping all other paddy from coming 
to towne but his owne; not suffering our merchants to buy paddy 
in any other parts where they might have it cheaper. Which w-as 
the occasion of all the distractions that happened m the Com¬ 
pany cs affairs and amongst the towtiespeoplc. Of which we vTitt 
to the Nabob, who gave us noc answ^ere; w^hich caused the other 
the more to insult over us. After, hearing of the Nabobs being att 
Cumbum,* w^e w^ritt to him agaiup but as formerly received noe 
answere; which vras a great trouble to us, we being fainc after¬ 
wards to deliver money to some of our people and send them to 
a place out of his government to buy paddye; w'hich, when it 
was boughtp he tooke away, we never receiving any of it, Alsoe 
wt sent gunce^ to Oringall * (having the Nabobs letter for their 
transportacion] [at a cost of ?] 100 pagothes; he the aforesaid 

1 C^tDtiu-offictrs (from Bi toll). * Cumbump ui Dt&trlct. 

* Bfll-mctHl from 

* \\ irmipa-l in Tfltfcie^)p an ;ibcietkl lm:r\ now ia \ht almte oS Jlvder^bad. 
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Ballaraw stopping them att Terrawalawashc^ where they lay 
a long tymcp to our great lossc^ we haveing lost the lOO pagothes 
paid for their transportacion, and faine to fetch them backe again. 
Such letts in our aflairs we had never in any place before; wheref or* 
to know the reason thereof, we writt a letter to the Nabob in the 
Persian language from Motchlepatao, when he was going to Bram- 
pore; which we received noe answere off* 

Mir Jumla was evidently too much engrossed in his own affairSp 
at this criticaJ juncture, to pay attention to the complaints of the 
English; but his neglect was one of the reasons put forward for 
seizing his jtink in the following year—an episode which brought 
so much trouble upon the factors both on the Coast and in Bengal. 

A letter from Grcenhill and the other factors at Masulipatam to 
Surat, dated iS November^ ^^55, contains some interesting particu¬ 
lars. It states that the money brought by the Nawab*s junk 
from Persia had discharged all debts and left a considerable surplus i 
while there was still some goods remaining for sale at Golconda and 
in various factories. From these sources^ supplemented by a further 
remittance expected from Persia by vray of Surat, they hoped to 
make up a cargo with which the BxpedUion {now repaired) w^as to 
start again for Bantam, and thence to go home in company writh 
the Thre^ Br^ihers, The voyage could, however^ only be undertaken 

If wee can keep her men aboard to saile her; who repine at 
theirc ow'ne small wages in respect of thes orrambarrowes.^ from 
W'home they have alsoe learned disobeidyence. 

The money to be remitted to the Coast from Surat was proposed 
to be sent in ibr^hlnib (Turkish gold coins), insured at i per cent. 
This course the writers approved, in view" of the present state of 
the exchange, viz. $1 rupees for one old pagoda * 

To such a poore cstccmc is silver fallen in thes parts, or rather 
the said old pagoda enhaunced, because gold and new pagodas are 
both much undervalued * for the latter, which not many months 
since went at 130 or at most per cent., are changed now'but at 
io| fan[ams]. which is neare 1^3 per cent* Yett are they better to 
putt of then unquoyned gould. 

* The rffmnce |a to the Mitot* irtffl lud conw oat in pnvnte ihlpi* nt belter 

ratca of pay thin the ^ve. The word ntay be fn^njit for ' rtimbelowi*, th* 

diuitcd Kamen when haidiinEtp The Itini/ercrKe of the teftn to the taJlnri 
thcD^lves wpatd be miuTiil e^oi^h. 

* Aecnrdlni; to tbe letter from Curtli und Chatnberi tfibeady dted) the rate in 1634 wai 

4I rupee* per old There hod ibi» been m ihurp rlw in the v^lue af ihe iRller eob. 
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The Expediiion did not go to Bantam alter all. A fresh leak 
developed, necessitating further repairs; and thereupon it was 
decided to sell her to Edward Winter for 2,000 old pagodas, he 
binding himself to provide a suitable vessel, when required, to carry 
the Company’s goods to Bantam at a reasonable freight {O^C, 2537}. 

Winter, whom we have already mentioned more than once, is 
one of the most interesting hgures of the time ; and since he was 
destined to become still more prominent in the history of the 
Coast Agency, some account of his early career will not be out of 
place. The son of William Winter (who was himself grandson of 
the famous Elizabethan admiral), he was bom in 1622 or 1623, 
and w'cnt out to the East as a boy of about eight, probably under 
the charge of an cider brother, Thomas, who served for many years 
upon the Coromandel Coast and at Bantam, returning to England 
in 1651. Brought up thus amid Indian surroundings, the boy 
grew into a headstrong, passionate man, full of energy, but intensely 
combative and intolerant of opposition. He evidently possessed 
great physical strength, if we may credit an achievement recorded 
in doggerel verse upon his monument in Battersea Parish Church : 

Alone, unarm'd, a tygre he opprest, 

And crusht to death the monster of a beast. 

This incident, which was probably one of Winter's favourite 
after-dinner stories in later life, is also sculptured in relief on the 
nioDumcnt (an engraving of which will be found in J. T. Smith’s 
AtttiguUifs of London). This show's the future Agent wrestling 
vigorously with a creature strongly resembling a pantomime cat. 

At what period, and in what circumstancca, Winter was taken 
into the Company's service on the Coast, is not recorded ; but 
it was easy for any one on the spot to obtain such employment, 
c'Specially with a brother already in a position of authority. Ha is 
mentioned at Aimagon in 1639, and at MasuUpatam in x 644 ‘ 
Early in 1651 he is described as Chief at Viravdsaram, which town 
he seems to have rented (with twm other towns) from the Golconda 
authorities. He possessed houses at Madapollam and at Madras , 
and it was doubtless at the latter place that he met and matned 
his first wife, who was probably of Portuguese extraction,’^ since 

‘ A leu*r him HOrU to lUsiintkttlT of *5 Fehnairy, 1659, not** flat * Mr. Wmlar i* 
ROne irith hu wife to UadruMpnlMi fto] visit hUnpid ood liek nmnlaMiiUaw' iCA. *710). 
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one oi the charges brought later agoinst Winter was that he 
favoured Papists. As we have seen^ he was now in charge of the 
Company's interests at Masuhpatam and its dependencies i but the 
dwindling of the business of the United Joint Stock left him little 
to do but attend to his private trade, by which he had already 
amassed a coasiderablc fortune. 

Returning to our chronicle, we may note that the saltpetre from 
Bengal and the piece-goods bought on the Coast were put on board 
the private ship Goodmll and dispatched to England early in 
February, 1656.^ With them went home a letter from Greenhill 
and Chamber, dated 4 February, in which they reviewred briefly 
the course of events since the preceding April and answered the 
letters received by the Tkrtt Brt^ihers. In this they said that the 
sale of goods brought by that vessel had been seriously hindered 
by competition on the part of the private ships,^ 

These publick tra[ders have] much abased the value of those 
said commodities, being not [able to wait] tyme for sale, but forced 
by necessity to vend it at any [price t and on the] contrary by the 
same reason must pay extraordinary [dear for what] they buy. 
Soe that in short tyme, if the trade continue th[us, it must] needs 
fall to ruinc and bee destroyed ; for if it bee soe diflficult to main]- 
taine it in a Company, who have all possible advantages, [what is to] 
bco expected when the servants or factors for each particuler 
[venture] seeke to undermine and overthrovr one anothers voiage? 
But if [wee] may bclecve some of them that now came out, they 
themselves begin [to bee] w'cary of this indigested or confused 
manner of trade. 

As regards the reductions desired by the Company : 

Now for what you are pleased to enordcr concerning the Coast 
residencies and their reduction to the two places. Fort St, George 
and Metchicpatam, and their factora to three persons, vizt, two 
at the first and one at the latter, discharging all the rest from 
your service and turning them loo^ to get home as well as they can, 
or live upon their ow^ne accompt in these parts ; which conditions 
scemo very hard unto many, for though your vriscr and better 
disposed servants submitt thereto with patience, yet all are not 
of temper. With some of whomc wee had noc small trouble, cspc* 

^ ChnstapIvcT Oxendm^ trho hdid tmnt Out in the Vine w4i freighted hy the ™tc 

purchsjii|i)t went bock in the Goodwiil (?iladriu to SvraX , 7 

* The letter beiiiig mueh damaged ii hw beeti iieceswr^ to ode! hy cotijecturc she »ordi 
in bfitelerU. 
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dally the common sort aboard ship Expedicioit.'^ givmg us [very 
bad! language and scandalizing the Company in genncrall for not 
makdng f arrangements] for their ret urn c home; who have not 
to pay • for their passage, [For Capt.] Parker® will take none into 
him but such as hee needs for the [ships] service, not beemg theito 
obliged by charterpartie ; and on the [contrary] who would pay 
soc deare for somuch trouble as such a rou[ndabout] voyage 
cannot but put him to ; which makes us bcleeve very f[cw of your] 
servants will retumc this ycarc for England, but rather pass away 
[the time] on their ownc charge till a better opportunity. Againe, 
thfere are some] abroad that cannot bee called in upon soe short 
a warning ffor their] conveyance, as your three factors in Pegu, 
two whereof. , . have been writt for . . . the other, named Francis 
Yardley, is appointed to remain there , . , to gather m ^ many of 
such debts standing out as arc [not] desperate and to looke after 
the bowses and dock (which are of value and importance); all 
which upon the utter desertion of those factoryes would bee lost 
and Sfiised on. 


After expressing gratification at the result of the award of 
damages from the Dutch, the writers say that they trust the Com¬ 


pany will not be 

A'^aine circumvented by that politick nation, who Mpire to the 
sole^trade of India, especially that of spice; which the better to 
compass, they have for these four months invested Col umbo on 
Zealon with a strcight seige, by sea and land assaulted it, and 
entred the citty, but were suddenly beaten back with great loss ; 
also four of their ships [lost] by fowle weather there; which have 
been rccrewtcd from Paleacatt [with] much provizion, the scige 
still continuing, and tis thought they [will go] neere to carry it at 
last by storme, the Portugall having not eq[uai forces] to oppose or 
strength by sea to relcive it. And for Amboyna, tis wholy reduced 
to obedience; and the Maccassers utterly routed [with] great 
slaughter of their people. 

Answering the Company's remarks on the revenues of the Coast, 


apart from trade, the factors observe : 

Your Worshipps are further pleased to conceive that your 
customes [alone] would maintcyne your factor nominated for this 
place and Mctchl[epatam], though m the best tymes it never 

I The EspiJiiie* Maritut wc« ibe Compmy'* own vesMl*. ene^ >“ kol trait. 

> No mmiey oul of which to |*y. 

> Beni* PaAer.wmnBMider of ihe * ,6 

* [n Novtmbei. 1655. See (n India Oflirt) Uiiim Traiumpti, Evpm.tod. cv. f. 46. ms 
thiae Tnmcriftf, Mf. b vol. sis. imm. 567, «9,670. 
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yeiJdcd (clearc of charge thereon depending} 300 pagodas per 
annuin. What then can bee now expected, [seeing} here is little 
or noe trade, and that most of these custfomes fall] on these 
merchants, of who me wee formerly bought [goods, who] must 
needes sell the dearer; soe that upon the matter (you pay thej 
whole and receive halfe, and when you doe not trade, [you receive] 
little customes. 

Finally, they refer to the troubles with Mir jumla : 

In the booke^ of transactions with the Nabob [you will] read 
how hce hath intrenched on our privilcdgcs [in M3dras}patam; 
which was begunn by the Braminees me[ntioncd in Mr.) Bakers 
tyme, who would take no notice of their [actions, but] supported 
them..,. In the mcane tyme weele strtive to keep what] vree have, 
untill better tymes. The said Nabob is (in opposition] to the 
King his master; nor can wee devine the i[ssue of this unjeertainc 
warr from such varrious reports as pass in [these parts; but] 
suppose, if the King oremaster him, heelc fly to the [^fogull for] 
shelter, who already begins to take his part. 

From Bengal not a single letter bearing date in 1655 has sur* 
vived, and the references to the subject in other correspondence 
throw but little light on what was going on there. At the opening 
of the year tw'o of the Company's factors, Waldegravc and Steven* 
son, were at Batasore, while Blake, Denny, and Pitt were presum¬ 
ably up country, at Hfigli or clsewiicre. Of their transactions on the 
Company's behalf we hear nothing, but evidently they were busily 
employed in trading on their own account. The Company’s letter 
to Madras of 31 January, 1655, brought by the Thne Broth^s, said : 

In the Bay of Dcngala wee presume wee have a considerable 
stock; which (if trot ^ready done) wee would have invested into 
silke. And being there arc many ships of private persons now 
coming for those partes, who peradventure may not besoeovorprest 
with lading but that they would willingly accept off some tonnadge 
upon freight, you may therefore give order to Powle Waldcgrave 
(or whom elce shall be there) to lade the same upon some good ship 
and consigne it unto us by bill of lading, agreeing for the fraight 
thereof; which having performed, and cleared all accompts in 
that place, let them [wee meane all our people in that factory) 
take their passage upon the same ship on which the silke shall be 
laden, and come directly in her for England, and bring the accompts 
[perfected) along with them. 


^ Not exUat. 
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Th<^c instructions were taken into consideration at the consulta¬ 
tion held on 16 October^ as already mentionedi 

It was agreed, touching the Companies factories in Bay Bengalap 
that all the factors shall take passage from thence on some ship 
that shall touch at Metcblepatairip or on pinnace Marrhiar^ bringing 
with them all the Companies goods that shall bee there investedp 
and all the plate and other househould stufeof consequence ; and 
for shuch goodSp debts, or houses that shall bee there rcmainmgp 
[they] shalbe left in charge of Narrana ^ the broker, takeing a note 
of his hand for what shall bee left with him* And that if William 
Pitt will except [accept] to live in the Companies house in Huglyj 
provided hee will looke after it, hee may have licence to live there 
with his family, not puting the Company to any charggn * * * 
Now if Mr, Waldegrave bee refractory and not [willing] to come 
uppj Mr* Stephenson shall bee impowred with a private com¬ 
mission to compell him, and Capt, Gostlines®^ assistance bee 
desired to ayde him in this parti culer. 

William Pitt, it may be mentionedp had married Gabriel Bough* 
ton's widow (an Indian woman); and it scorns to have boon taken 
for granted thatp on his discharge from the Company's service, 
he would refuse to quit Bengal. 

Writing to Surat on tzS Novemberp 1655, the Madras factors said 
that the Bengal factors had advised that saltpetre was plentiful 
and that 200 tons were ready for shipment on the Company's 
account, if freight could be procured. 

Silke (to use theire owne phrase) is monstrous dcare in those 
parts, because the price is high in Agra; soe that wee cannot 
expect any quantity of that eomodity. And the Companies sugar 
hath beenc disposed as formerly advised. Yett wee hope the salt* 
peter will not follow on the same tearmes (though some particulers 
$eeme to explicate as much) toivards the payment of Bridgmans 
etes, engagementSp nor that the proceed of our truck gance and 
quictailver, amounting to 13,000 rupees or thereabouts (for yett 
wee have noe exact accompt of its sale) will bee otherwise disposed 
but [as Mr. Walgrave promiseth) according to your order. 

They go on to say that they expect soon " that precious took 
the jVflrtJJ^Tp with the factors from Bengal, and then they will 
* know those proceedingSp and diflerenccs betw^cerie one another*. 

The allusion to the Company's sugar having been sold by the 

* Xarlyftn,tl>c Cajppiuiy'ft broker at Balawre, , 
a Go&tliiip comm&aEliai: ibe private 
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factors to pay their private debts is repeated in the letter from 
Curtis and Chambers (ay Dec.), from which some quotations have 
already been given. 

Wee have withdravi'oc all your servants from Ballasore, and left 
the bouse and what carmot bee sould in the hands of Naran broker, 
conceveing it to be the cheapest and safecst way. But 1 fcare 
Mr, Bridgman,' Mr. Waldegrave, and others are soc depciy in debt 
that all your estate there will hardJy pay theire score. Yet had 
you a ship there of your owmc, wee question not but the countinance 
of her would have procured your goods j the which, wee understand, 
will bee sould to pay theire bills of 50,000 rupea owing att intrest, 
but taken up in your names and seled with your seale. Wee 
question not but you have heard how they have allready sould 
666 bailes of suger to pay another debt, or the intrest of the supra. 

The next account we have of the Bengal factors’ proceedings is 
contained in a letter from Madras to the Company of 4 February, 
1656.* 

Touching Bengala ’twas jointly agreed in ditto [consultation 
that] all your servants should bee recalled thence, as well in rclajtion 
to your] comaunds as to end some differences and disputes amon[g 
them, prinlcipally concerning Mr. Bridgmans debts, to pay which 
[your] sugar was sold last yearc by William Blake ; soe that tw[a5 
well part] of his estate fell into your hands by way of the Surrat 
P[rcsidcncyfor| making good such damages as hath or may accrew 
by [his actions] there bcefore hoe left that place. As for your goods 
resting [there, wee gave] order for its transport hither upon such 
ships as ca[m.e thither and] could take it in, together with pinace 
Maniner, or, if p[ossihlc, to lade] a jounck therewith ; which last 
was putt in practice, and [what was] formerly your owno ship 
Ritby, fitted for that purpose an [d laden with $dt]pectcr, came up 
in the Vines company, who hath also brougfht another] parcel] 
in her, and assisted the other with an English pylott; the [salt* 
oeeterj beeing 1847 baggs, besides 1S7 ditto sugar, but noe in- 
^voice], occasioned through Mr. Waldeeraves extreame sick[ness 
ceeping] him ashore, after bee had imbarked himselfe with the 
goods in the] Ruby; all the rest beeing not come dowme from 
iuglee, and [nee, being] soe wcake in Ballasore, could not performe 
it, Soe that wee cannot expect those factors, nor the rest of your 
salpecter, with the Bay accompts, untill the Good Hope, Lyon, 

^ Fridf^man hfld Kficne in btst hu lifibilHiA rfm&ined io trouble ibc Company'i 
servwitir 

■ The Setter ii damaged in lMs paft, md ike words suprUed between btackeu 

are only. 
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or your ownc pjfiacc Aiarrin^, brmga them away; which wee feare 
vvilbec too late for this ycarOj especially to reach thb place, the 
raoaz[oonj being soe farr spent. 

Considerable interest, so far as the Bengal trade w'as concerned^ 
attaches to the proceedings of the interlopers, as some of the Com¬ 
pany were disposed to regard them, although, in point of fact, most 
of those concerned in this irregular commerce were freemen of the 
Company and some ’were even prominent offidab of that body* 
Thus, the syndicate which went by the name of' The Adventurers in 
the IViiliam' w^ headed by the Governor (William Cokayne),and in¬ 
cluded Thomas Andrews, Thomas Burnell, Sir Jacob Garrard, WilUam 
Meggs (all of them Committees).^ This body, about August, 1655, 
put up a stock of 46,200^, and arranged to charter the William for 
dispatch to Surat early in the new year, besides sending in Novem¬ 
ber, 1655, the Hopeftd (or Alum] frigate to Guinea and Surat and 
the Betijamin to Madras. Another syndicate, of which Robert 
Abdy was the leading spirit, chartered the AUppa M^ckani 
and a pinnace called the R&se^ and dispatched them to Surat in 
April, 1655. One of the factors employed in this venture was 
Peter Mundy, ’ft-hose journals are now being published by the 
1 lakluyt Society, Of private ships sent to the Coast and Bengal 
several seem to have been set out by Maurice Thomson, a leading 
member of the United Joiut Stock, and his associates, in one of 
these vessebi the Lim, a number of factors were sent to reside in 
Bengal, including George Gawtor and Thomas Billidge, of both 
of whom more will be heard hereafter. The Madras letters mention 
the arrival of several private vessels, such as the Ving^ the Gaod 
Hope^ the aforesaid Lian, the Goodwill, and the Lave, all of which 
(vvith the possible exception of the Goadmll^ passed on to Bengal 
to secure cargoes; but precise accounts of their proceedings arc 
lacking. 
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In obedience to the Company's instructions, the goods purchased 
at Surat and Tatta for England during the past season, to the 
value of over 14,000!., were put on board two private ships, the 

' Fijr particulurs S4c ft noie on p. 306 of Cwf Minuifif 16^5-9 i afco Hcmt Mi#- 
&ttaniOHS, v^j. xkxii. pp. t-6. 
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ConstantiH^ple Alerckiini and the A^grchant Adveitinr^^ on freight 
terms. Both vessels sailed from SwaUy on 19 January^ i656p 
accotnp^ied by a third interloper, the Adveniure^ commanded by 
Joseph Taylor. In the C&nsiajitinopls Jlimkant went home Edward 
Pearce, 1 leaving John Spiller in charge as ‘ Agent *. With Pearce 
departed John Goodyear, Walter Gollofer, Robert Masters, and 
Hugh Prythrich (suigcon) • while Nicholas Buckeridge left the 
Company's service to trade on his own account, and others were 
preparing to follow his example. There was thus a very consider¬ 
able reduction in the establishment at Surat and its dependencies. 

On board the (which seems to have been sent out by 

Maurice Thornson) was a certain Edward Pate, a private individual 
who, on the pretext that he was * desirous to travel! \ had been 
allowed by the Company to go out to Surat in the ibsx fleet and 
proceed thence to Persia, on condition that he paid for his passage 
and diet, and gave a bond not to engage in private trade. Hitherto 
wc have heard nothing of his movements after his arrival in India, 
except an announcement, in a letter from jesson^ that he had 
left Agra for Surat on iS November, 1655, Now^, however, we 
find a letter from him of 29 January, 1656, written from Goa {into 
which port his ship had been forced by a leak), in which he refers 
to his experiences in Bengal. He is answering a protest from the 
Surat Council against his leaving India without satisfying bis 
creditors. As regards this, he admits that he 

Was forced to w'ithdraw my seJfe in a more clandestine manner 
then I was willing to have done, had I not beenc forced to it by an 
indisputable power of my Jewish persecutors^ whome I with noe 
reason could content* , . . Being on board (whither I re tyred to 
bring them to reasonable composition) , , * I gave three of them 

^ Pearce renfhfd Encknd In June. He wm clecicd a ' Ctunmhier' of the Compuny in 
1657 aivd ikfid trivureri of ^lock in hit ntmie we ncted in i66a hthI 1663. TEe imt 
mention of iiiin in the Cmnpiiiij^'ii records occurs In AtiKust, 1664, when Iw wxj lu 

a pwaibte to Sir Edward Winirr b# on the Comppiiinde] Cwt. We may, 

tiowtver, with some conidenw idenufy him with iht Edward F^re« (ion of Ednmid reared 
ol LondDn) who in 1658 bought a cottB^ and grounrk at paraoti^i Orm, Fidhom (tie site 
» now Qttupl^ Belfiield Hmue). He mamed Naj^-, lerond daui^tcr of Sir I>udley 
CarlEton, and in Jutie^ i66f^ they joiaLly idid the prof^rty m Willkm Riimbold (Feret's 
vol.ii. p. too). In ittstead Pearce bought lie manor af ^'hltlinghamK near Norwich 
and here he dUd In x6Sa or Hia will (P* C. C. 105? Ikax) mentkifu hh ^Atoclt in trade 
wili tie Fast India Company % and rrfen 1q hit ton Dudl^ hAin^g made a voyaeq to 
India* No iKDiimi-nt appeert to taut to FeuttV memory. 
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good satisfaction^ and was ready to have done the like to the rest^ 
btit they refu^eing the offer. 

He protests that he wiU pay all hh debts m timej with interest^ 
and he begs the factors to discharge for him one doe to a merchant 
at Sironjj promising to refund the amount in due course. He is 
particularly hurt by the accusation that he has abused the Com¬ 
pany's hospitality by his proceedings, and insists that on several 
occasions he has shown his gratitude to them by assistance rendered 
to their servants. 

Some in which I have hazarded my life, others my health, for- 
tune, and (which is more) losse of time, , . , Both in Puttana and 
Rajamoll I have both fervently and as fruitefully done them almost 
three ycares service, and that in as great exigencies as could bee; 
where theire servants have beene imprisoned,^ the Governours 
locks hung upon theire warehouse, and all theire prcvilledges 
violated and infringed, w'hereas I, being happely in those parts, 
gained a generaU redresse to all these grcvancesj which I could 
never have done, had I not had that credit which seemes to bee 
grudged mce, for I was forced to boitowe all that was spent in three 
severall n^otiations in the Prince of Bengalah his courte; w^hich 
how great it must bee I referr my selfe to any that have heard of 
the corruptions of it, yett to this day have not beene paid these 
cxpences, or scarce thanks for my paineSj, and further have lent 
above 900 rupees to pay a debt of the Honourable Companies, 
which to this day I am not paid, such hath beene theire condicion 
in Bengalah since our warrs with the Dutch, 

As regards the negotiations which Pate says he conducted in 
Bengal, it can only be surmised that they related to the imprison¬ 
ment of the Company's servants at HOgli referred to at p. 303 of 
English Factories^ i6si-’4' At this point Pate disappears from view ; 
hut before leaving the subject, a conjecture may be hazarded 
that he may have been the mysterious ' Mestre Pit *, who is men¬ 
tioned by Manucci as being in Persia at the time of Bellomont’s 
embassy, Mr. Irvine, failing to find any name of the kind among 
the Company*s servants in Persia at that period, presumed {Sioriii 
do Mogor, voL iv, p, 416) that the reference was to a William Pitt 
(not to be confused with the factor of that name in Bengal) who 
had previously been employed in Persia (seep, 27). Wc know now, 
however, that this Pitt died on his way homo in 1647 
Faciories, 1646-50, pp. 91, 304, and Court Minute, 1^44-9, p. 220); 

ea 
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and as the Bengal factor (who may have been a son of the one in 
Persia) was eertainLy not the person met with by Manuedi it is at 
least possible that ^watd Pate is intended. It is true that Pate 
could not have been in Persia when Bellomont was there ; but he 
was at Surat at the same time as the ambassador, and it is not 
improbable that Manticdg writing long afterwards, confused him 
w'ith one of the Company's servants who actually was In Persia^ 
though the meagre particulars given do not enable us to identify 
him. 

Pearce's last official act was to sign, with his colleagues, a letter 
to the Company (19 January) which he was to take w'lth him. 
This briefly narrated the course of events since the previous report 
of October, 1655, and gave details of the goods forwarded, consisting 
chiefly of pepper, saltpetre, cotton yam, piece-goods, and Agra 
indigo. 

When wee wTote unto you last, wee did not in the Icest doubt 
of supplying you with lOO fardles of extraordinary good Surqui^ 
[Sarl^ej] indicoj hut now cannot comply with our desires, by 
reason there is none good to bee procured of the last ycares cropp, 
nor wnJI there bee any ready of this yeares growth to bee here time 
enough to bee sent you by these shipping; for the Indieo makers 
have byn much obstruct'd by the Kings Duan (purposely to crossc 
us and the Dutch, because wee w'ould not buy His Majesties salt- 
peetor, which lies on great quantities on his hands), who would not 
suffer the planters to plant untill it was almost spoiled on the 
grouni But, God willing, against the next yeare wee shall not 
fade you. 

Jesson and Andrews were still at Agra, in spite of the orders sent 
to them to dose that factory. The former had paid part of the 
money due on the disputed bill of exchange, and the Surat Council 
had been obliged to discharge the rest. Endeavours were still 
being made to recover whatever was possible from Andrews on 
account of his liability to the Company* The stock in hand at 
Surat amounted to about io,ooof., and this would be invested chiefly 
by Scrivener in Sind* The Se&hors€ had just brought from Persia 
a further stock of money, with some piece-goods picked up on the 
way at Lahribandar* The factors intended to dispatch her again 
to Persia with freight goods, and later on to send her to Basra. 

Pearce having departed and Spiller having taken up the post of 
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Agcntp the only other Member o£ Council left was Henry Gary; 
it was therefore decided (24 January, 1656) to strengthen that 
body by the appointmcQt of Thomas Reynardson and Anthony 
Smith as Third and Fourth Members respectively, Spillerp the 
new Chief, had had a long experience m the Company's service. 
The son of Charles Spilkr, and probably a relative of John Spillerp 
the Company's beadle, he had been sent out to Surat In the spring 
of 1630, a youth of seventeen or eighteen. He served at Surat, 
Barodap Tatta, and Broachp until in JunCp 1640, he was dispatched 
to Sind as chief factor. There he remained until 1652, In the 
following year he was made Chief in PcrsiOp and in that capacity 
undertook the toilsome and unsuccessfu] journey to Court described 
in English Fad^mes, 1651-4 (p* xviii), and referred to on p, 23 of 
the present volume. His intimate knowledge of the trade and his 
solid integrity were guaranteed that the Company's interests would 
not sufler in his hands. 

At a consultation held at Swally on 26 January the plans for the 
employment of the Seahorse were altered. She wsls now to make 
a round voyage, going first to Mokha with a mixed cargo, the 
proceeds of which were to be invested in coffee; this was then 
to be taken to Gombroon or (if necessary) to Basra for sale, Reynard* 
son being in charge of theee trading operations. In the event of 
his going to Basra^ ho was to make representations to the B^ha 
about the English house thercp as it was understood that the B^ha 
had already appropriated part of the premises and was likely to 
seize the rest. To allay the discontent excited by the higher 
rates paid to sailors in the private ships that had arrived from 
England, increased wages were given to certain of the Siah&rse^s 
officers and men. The date of her departure on her voyage was 
26 February, 

This change of plan had already been reported to the Company 
in a letter sent home on 28 January by a private ship called the 
Aleppo MerohanL In this the factors also advised the receipt 
of letters from Jesson, promising to quit Agra at the beginning of 
April. Some dissatisfaction was expressed at the proceedings of 
Wcale in Peraia, as a result of which it had been decided to send 
Charles Milward thither aa Second, especially as news had come of 
the death there, on 26 Decemberp 1655, of Hopton Martin, of a fever 
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*- which in a very short time put a period to his young hopefull 
ycares \ 

Of this new open trade wee could (and would) \sTite you some* 
thing, but that there arc soe many of your servants this yeare left 
India, from whome, if you bee desiroouSp you may Tcceive larg and 
punctual! informacions. Onely thus much t that if it continues 
a free bu&sinesse and some course of government bee not thought 
on, it cannot in all probabillity and likely hood but in a short time 
breed a great deaJe of distradon and confusion. But wee hope ere 
long weeshalbee blest with the glad tidings of a new Joint Company 
as formerly, and alsoc bee happied with your comaunds for the 
enlargment of our investments in all your factory's; and that 
in a few yeares, after this soc low an ebb, wee shall see Your 
Worships trade in these oriental 1 parts flourish, prosper, and bee 
caried on as well as ever, if not better* 

A letter from Surat to the factors in Persia, 15 March, 1656, 
reflects the anxiety that was beginning to be felt at the success of 
the Dutch in their operations against the Portuguese* The rumour 
that Colombo had already fallen was, however, incorrect. 

The Hcllandars expected ships from the southwards are not as 
yett arrived^ but have bine for some months at Selone, ’where they 
indeavor to take the other castel and towne from the Fortugeze, 
with who me wee heare they have had some skyrmishes and lost 
some of ther men and ships, but of late (and that within these few 
dales) the Dutch report that they have won the castle; but how 
trew it is we know not* But we feare that in the end they will 
have the better of it, for the Vice Roy that came this yeare out 
of Portugal! is dead, and many of there cheife men that had a hand 
in deposeing and sending home the other Vice Roy are either im¬ 
prisoned or shiped away for there country; ** soe that now is hatdUy 
any goverment amongst them ; which cannot but ad much to the 
Hollanders procedings. 

The same subject is touched upon in a letter from the Gombroon 
factors to Surat dated 2S March; 

They [the Dutch] pretend to have gott a greate victory at Zcland, 
even to the being possest of the whole island and killing of 1,300 
men ; but we question the truth thereof, they not relateing the 
story with that life as a victory should be* 

■ The C<mde dc Obidot, vho jsaswttI'wI chiiij^e oJ the pavTUHWll at tri?a In the aulufnJi &f 
165^, WJ15 deposed a year litfct by Br*i de Cil&LTfi. In , 1655, the Cnnde de SnntdH 

nrrK^ Ki Vicerny* and apprtlutnded Bfw de Riid hit bEBndaifs. The nw victrny 
died j Jajiujny, i&s* CN.S.>. Se^ Daiiveri't Pmutwfc m !ndmt vab li, p. 319* 
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And a reference to the unhappy state of the Portuguese at Goa 
is included in a letter from the Surat Council to the Companyp 
dated 2 April, 1656, and sent by way of Basra: 

The Dutch this ycare have brought great strenth of men and 
shipping to ZcloanCj to drive the Fortuguea there quite out, if 
possible. Siedg to Columbay (the chief place now remaining in 
theiro possession) the Hollanders have iaidp and tis thought, before 
they leave it. they wilbee masters therof ; which if soc^ they will 
300ne bee doing with the Portuguese elsewhere, and wee suppose 
the next wilbee somewhere on this coast. For the Portuguez are 
in a very bad condicion; and the worse by reason of discord 
amongst themselves. A new Vice Rey came out this yearCp who 
dyed in January last ■ and now they have a Governour againe, 
who hath shipped away for Lisboa all those men thst the premem 
cioned Vice Rey deceasM laid hold on and imprisoned for depose* 
ing the former Vice Rey and sending him for PortugalL With this 
new Govemouts rule wee hearo that they arc already discontent dp 
and will select another.^ Indeed wee think they knovv not well 
what to doe, the thought of Zeloan does soe trouble them * which 
cannot but much furtlicr the Dutchs designes against them- 

Colombo surrendered on i May, 1656, nnd the Dutch entered it 
the following day. They had lost heavily during the siege, and 
among the killed was their commander, Gerard Hulft. Their 
success 13 recorded in a letter from Madras to Surat, dated 7 Ji^ly' 

Noe question but, before these can arrive, the Dutch will have 
sufficiently boasted theirc conquest of ZcalonCp though with lossc 
of the ire Generali and 1200 men, by reduction of Collumba, 
haveing held out nearc eight months scidg, was the second of May 
last rendred on composition ; though not soe well kept as b^ame 
Christians or honest men, by pillaging the yanquist, who by 
agreement were to departc with the ire clothes, jcw'ellSj, etc* neces¬ 
saries ; to which end four $h\p^ were apointed for theire transport 
to several I places on this coast, though a great nomber remaine 
still in this country amongst the Chingalae^; wrhose king assisted 
the Dutch in thcire conquest, but is now fallen out with them about 
shareing the price [i.e. prize], and hath demanded ditto CoUumbo 
upon agreement betweene them i which denyed by the other, bee 
bath drawne an army that confines them to theirc garrissons, as 

I On the death nf the Conde de SartedM, Mnn&el Mawumhua ^ 

Govetoor prnviiiaMlIy; md with him, \u th* lollcwiHiE associated KmnetKO de 

Mrllo de CmUo and Anlonio d« Scu»* Cmitinlto. A nc*; was dispftlebflJ ftam 

Fnrtugal in 1657, but did not live to Tenth Gob, IlEuntm dtfd in ^tplembcf!. 1657^ and hiit 
Lwo collfliguts curried on the govemnwot until i66t* 
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is reported by scverall vcsselb lately arrived from those parts, 
Soe as it seems they are not like to reape any great fruites of 
such a chargeable victory. Since when they have had divers ships 
on this coast, the greatest parte whereof have beene laden away 
jvith rice for Jaccatra [i.c, Batavia] p though abundauce of doth etc. 
Coast goods hath likewise accompanied the saine^ 

How much greater the Dutch trade with Western India and 
Persia was than the English at this time may be shown by a further 
extract from the Surat letter of 2 April already quoted. 

From Zeloan the i6th ultimo arrived three [Dutch] ships laden 
With all sorts of spice^ broad-doth, quicksilverp tinn^ copperp chaifc',^ 
China roots, benjamin [i.e. benzoin], turtleshclsp sandalJ wood 
China silk, allam, etc. Of these sorts they have landed as much 
already as by computacion amounts unto rupees 300,000 ; and the 
report goes that thcr is still as much aboard as will make up such 
ano^cr sume. With these sett out five more, which they say are gofi 
for Persia. laden with spice, sugar, etc. comodities for that place; 
whither, and for Bussora, they arc a dispeeding away from hence two 
more, and have still as many remaining to voiag to Battavia, which 
wilbee all, or very nigh, compleat’d with goods of this countrey. 

Of matters more nearly concerning Surat, the same letter men* 
tions the appointment of a new Governor, Shaikh Alahmud Amin 
{sec p. 62): 

Our old Govemour Is turned out, and lately a new one come in 
his place, who for lucre of wealth hath beene and visited all the 
men of greatest ranck in the citty, and amongst the rest came to 
i,pj of his short warning and our being w*orse fur¬ 

nish d with presents, wee had nothing in the howsc to present him 
With; soe wee were forced to promise him the first Persian horse 
wee should have come from thence; for in our stable wee had none 
fitting, for those wee had were either taken by the late Govemour 
for the King or delivered to our brokers ; which President Black¬ 
man gave them when hce went away for England. 

The rest of the letter is chiefly oecupied w'ith commercial details, 
particularly regarding the investments for England, in which they 
were being much hindered by speculative purchases made in 
anticipation of the arrival of private ships. 

In hopes of an open-trade, there is so many that hath given 
out mony on Nasscrce [NosSri] and Gundavee (Gandcvil baftacs, 
that wee shall have somewhat to doe to procure you any quantity, 

* Tea (Chmew 
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especially of that which is good, for the price is not only enhaunced 
(which is an infatlablc ssgnc of bad cloth), but %veo are credibly 
inform'd the buyers have covenanted to take Icsse dimencionB; 
which if soe, wee must in a short time expect that it wilbe lesser. 
Jiowever, wee aro resolved to come in for a share, having imptest'd 
advanced] some mony; and within these few daie$ wee intend 
that Mr* Olathew Andrews shall journey thither with more, and 
remainc a little while there to expcrinient what may bee done. . * * 
Scynd is the only place that wee have now to depend on* Therfore 
it shall not want supply of mcanes; and if none of the open- 
traders vakceles [agents; lirdifff] doe not there aUoe interrupt us^ 
woo doc not in the leest doubt but that you will have very good 
cheap cloth from thence* to goc home in the next shipping. On 
tapseeles/ broad and narrow^ and on Guyney stuffs® we have in 
this place etc. given out mony^ and the weavers are hard on w'ork ; 
soe hope to obtaine a considerable quantity, for that wtc doe not 
hcare that the brokers are soe dcsircous as yet of these stuffes as 
white cloth, by reason (w^ee conceive) that, if the open trade should 
bee 5topt, they will not (being course bulky goods and for noebodies 
tume but ours) know what to doe wdth them* Cotton yame wee 
are alsoe a buying, and hope to select togcathcr such a proporcion 
as was this yeare sent you^ in case newes comes not overland that 
particulcr designes goes forwards, for if soe, then in a short time 
wee shall meete with many important competitouts^ which will 
much obstruct and hinder all our negociaclons. 

Broadcloth was in no demand at Surat, owing to the great 
quantity remaining of the stocks lately imported; and so they 
intended to send some up to Agra for sale* The factors were looking 
anxiously for letters from the Company overland: 

Wee cannot but imagine but you ^vih have some care of your 
bussinesse and us, notwithstanding both at present are in soe 
incane condicion that little more then the name of government 
being left amonghst us, through want of authority to commaund 
better* And yet that is in a manner as much os John Spiller 
expect'd . . * though hee hath received but small encouragment, 
and lesse content, since his arrivall from Persia* 

Some complaint w^as made that the Company had neglected to 
arrange for the return to England of the factors they had discarded: 

Next yeare, if you break up all, w'ce hope you will have us in 
some remembranee, by sending out a small ship to transport your 
goods remaining and us for our countrey. 

* A kluH oI «llk ind ■ Qi^rsr Oditdni for falc in <jninr^p 
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With this letter was forwarded a list of the Company's servants 
and others residing at the various factories. In S^urat itself, besides 
Spiller and Gary (w'ho is described as General Purser), we find the 
names of Anthony Smith, Henry Rcvlngton (Accountant), Matthew 
Andrews (Warehouse Keeper), John Lambion (Secretary), William 
Tyrwbitt, John Sledd (Steward), and James Ford (Carpenter). 
At Agra were William jesson, Thomas Andrews (now on his own 
account), and W'illiam Bell f at Ahniadibad, Richard Craddock 
('who is sentt for downe’); in Sind, Nicholas Scrivener, The 
factors in Persia w’ere William Weak, Charles Milward, Daniel 
Otgher (‘ a factour att large '), and Anthony Daniel. Three more— 
Thomas Reynardson, Augustine Swallow, and Edward Swingle* 
hurst—^had gone to Mokha in the Seahorse. Of men who had come 
from England in private ships and had remained to trade on their 
own account, two^-^harJes Goldsmith and John Beresford—were 
in Surat; three—-Isaac Jennings, John Lewis, and Roger James- 
had gone on a voyage to Persia; and three more—John Mould, 
Elisha Burgess, and Francis Scarlet (' travailcr ’)—had sailed in the 
Assada MerchatU (now in private hands) to Bantam, Macassar, 
&c., under the leadership of Nicholas Buckeridge, who, as already 
mentioned, had quitted the Company's service. Finally, there was 
Edward Lloyd, * one of Squire Curtecncs servants, on his own 
accompt in Surat 

From a letter written at Gombroon on a December, 1656, we 
learn that a private ship, named the Agreettient and commanded by 
Joseph Wall, reached Surat on 5 June. She had left Elngland in 
January, in company w*ith several ships bound for the Coromandel 
Coast, including one, the MayfioweSf freighted by the Company. 
By that vessel the Committees forwarded a letter for transmission 
to Surat, dated 14 December, 1653, and this document reached its 
destination Irom Masulipatam on ty August, 1656. It contained, 
however, nothing of importance, being merely a reply to the 
Surat letter of 15 March, 1655. 

At the beginning of September, 1656, the Surat faetors received 
two letters from Mokha—one from William Newlnnd, the master 
of the Seahorse, dated 15 July, and the other from her supercargo, 
Thomas Reynardson, written five dal's later. The fomicr announced 
that the ship had reached Mokha on aS March, and that nineteen 
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junks from India had arrived during the folio wo g six weck 5 . 
Reynardson on hJs part reported that, in spite of much trouble 
with the Governor^ he had sold enough good^ to lade the S€ah<^se 
with coffee ; the remainder he was leaving in the hands of a broker. 
He was about to start for Gombroon; but whether it would be 
advisable to go on to Basra was doubtfuli as rumour said that the 
Basha was at war iivith the Turks. A postscript added that 

The last yeare a French pjTatt was forced by foule w^cathcr and 
want of provisions into Aden, where they w^cre aU put in prison 
and afterguards scot up to the Great Emaunp where they were all 
dreumsized; but afterwards the greatest parte of them came 
dowTie hither. By some of w^hich there wee were informed that 
they had another ship^ w^hich was theire admirall, being a ship 
of 26 (English built) gun$ ; but they say they cannot tell what is 
become of lier^ they have[ing] lost her compainy in a storme.^ 

The Eagle^ which (as already noted) was the only ship sent by 
the East India Company to Surat in 1656^ did not reach that port 
until 22 November. She brought for investment 29,000 rials of 
eight and 3,600 " crusadoes " -; also a long letter from the Com- 
mitteesp dated 27 March, addressed to * Our Agent and Factors 
in Surratt ^ This ordered that all subordinate factories/including 
those at Ispahan and Gombroonj should be dissolved, leaving 
Surat as the sole station of the Company's servants, of whom only 
eight w'ere to be retained. It was assumed that Pearce and Spillcr 
w^ere already on their w'ay home; w'hile JessoUp Gary, and Young 
\vcre set aside on the ground that the Company could not afford 
to pay such large salaries as they were drawing. Weak w'as to be 
offered the post of ' Principail ^ at Surat {apparently on his existing 
salary of 40/.)^ w'hilc Revington, Matthew Andrew'Sp and Lambton 
were to be allowed to continue in the scivdce thcro, taking rank in 

» VNImt niay pcesibly he a lefcitnct lo thii 5«t>nd voaclatraa ui a Eflier fr™ Cornbfiwn 
tq Suiat el 17 OctokTp In th\% ii ti repcrlrd thM a junk Iiein Unkh# te- 

bid ' cnceuntrtd with [n] Frmeh ship (w they luppoicp hul wkboui any 
wha leokc aut of them jo hal« cohn [cefiec] and sonw nlhw trifeSiog tjuiig®, but niade 
very itreight enquiery [or the jounth^ nitli tnony liotn Mocha \ The rercrrnJ 

tq were probobly pan of the fiquodicn *ent out by the I>uc de la McilleTtL^Y for ibc Ked 
Two u( Ehcm tsillcd at m Augutt, i&54i> due (on her rEiurit) at ibc 

tape in the fipriog of 1656 ^De FlncGun, Etsimn di iC3$p p. 364 « 

I4 de Bmm Elfr^ranfff p. 96). 

1 A PorlapufiM coin, woith aboni 31. BTid so culled trutn the cfc=si on it. The cnnslgn^ 

mint n&w Knt weighed 2,575 a* Invoked at 5J. per 02. 
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the order named. The other lour factors were to be Buckeridge, 
(lollofcr, Tyrwhitt, and Swinglehurst; and three of these were to 
be employed in voyaging to and from Gombroon, if necessary. 
Should any of those named be unavailable, a choice might be made 
from among Mihvard, Scrivener, Swallow, Bell, and Craddock; 
but none of these was to be kept on in expectation of vacancies’ 
All factors beyond the eight selected were cither to come home (at 
their own expense) or to be ■ absolutely discharged and dismissed 
From the time of the Eagle's departure from Surat, the amount 
spent on houses, diet, etc., was not to exceed 500/. per annum. 
With respect to the rclading of that ship the factors were referred 
to previous instructions; and they were informed that they might 
later on expect the Etidymion from Bantam, on her way to England. 
She would bring pepper, sugar, etc., the proceeds of which were to 
be invested in calicoes and other goods suitable for her to carry 
home. One passage in the letter is of special interest, in view of 
subsequent references to the person named; 

On this ship Eagle there is lycensed to take his passage for 
India a gentleman named Mr, Henry Raynsford, whom wee desire 
you ^ use with such civill curtesies at his arriveall as may become 
one Englishman to shew unto another, but withall to take notice 
that he commeth not forth upon our but his owne accompt, and 
therefore you arc not to permitt him to be in any respect or measure 
chargeable unto the Company. 

If the year was one of depression for the Company's factors in 
the East, it was equally so for their employers, whose efforts to 
obtain a fresh charter from the Protector remained unsuccessful. 
The negotiations are detailed in Court Minutes of the East India 
Company, 1655-9; the result is summarized in a letter addressed 
from London to Henry Bomford on 24 December, 1G56, by ‘ The 
Adventurers in the William etc.‘ 

Notwithstanding the East India Company have often solllcited 
the Lord Protector and his Counsel! that the trade to India might 
bee earned on m a joynt stock, yet their successe hitherto hath 
not answered their desires, but the said trade lies open and free 
lor any persons to send shiping to India; soc that this yeare very 
many ships have and will set sailc for all partes of India, 

rhe effect of the open trade upon the home market is shown by 
another passage in the same letter. 
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Since your departure hence the large quantities of East India 
commodities which are arrived into England have much dcciined 
their vallue; as you may perceive by the present prices . . . vizt. 
cotton yame, is. lod. orajf. the best per lb.; indicoe Lahore (the best), 
4J. per lb. ; indicoc Grques, round, zs. 6 d. ; indicoe Cirques, flatt, 
3^. 4 d. ; cardamons, 3(f, ; saltpeetcr, refined, 3^. loj. per ewt, ; 
saltpeeter Rajapore, unrefined, tf. 15J. ; cloves, 6 s. per Jb.; nutt- 
meggs, 4J. 6d.; popper Mallabar, qd.; cynomon, 3J. $d ,; mace, 115. 

Calicoes were fetching from los. to 14?, the piece ; but chintz, 
‘ niccannees ' tapseils and Guinea stuffs were in no demand. 
Of Coromandel piece-goods, longcloth and coarse ' sailamporcs ’ 
* tournc best to accompt'; other kinds had fallen in price 20 per cent. 

By what preceedes you will understand that East India com¬ 
modities genncrally are downe the wind in price, and cspetialiy 
pepper ; and therefore, if other goods bee wanting to compJeate 
your ships lading, wee conceive cotton wooll, clcane pickt, wiJl bee 
a more benificiall commoditie then many other sortes of goodes 
usually retoumed. 

One point specially impressed was the importance of an early 
start from Surat, in order that his 

May bee the first ship that arrives from India anno 1658, and 
consequently your lading come to the first markett, which is usually 
the best; as this ycarc it was, for the ship CffnsUtntbiopte Minhani, 
arriving first this yeare from Surratt, advanced 20 per cent, on her 
goodes more then any other ship this years retoumed from thence. 

This letter, it is interesting to note, v'as forwarded In 

The ship called the King Farimndoes, Roger Griffcn commander 
and Christopher Oxen den cape merchant, bound (as wee are 
inlonned) for the coast of Chyna, and now fitted to saile. 
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Owing to the survival at home of a ' copic booke * of letters 
received at Surat from December, 1635, to November, 1656 
(Swraf Foit&yy Records at the India Office, vol. 103), and of a similar 
volume at Bombay (transcripts from which form vol. 102 b of the 
India Office Series) continuing the series for a year longer, wc 
I cam much about what w'as happening at the various factories 
subordinate to Surat. Pre-eminent in interest are the letters 
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received from Jesson at Agra, of which the first, dated 6 February, 
1656, contained the inteiJigence that a new Governor had been 
appointed to Surat 


Hoffus Nossur, Governour of Surrat, is tj^cered, and one formerly 
called Sheak Boodun, now new named Sheak Mahmud Ummee,* 
Succeed him; who is already departed from Diliy 
pelhi] towards Surrat, Hee was three yeares agoe some few months 
Dnan of Agra and for his covetuousnesse was removed and made 
Amm of Mrabcr* which office he hath ever since continued, till 
now that hee was (to take upon him this goverment) called to courte, 
and uppon his arrival I presented by Sadula Ckawnc (whose favourite 
hee js) to the King, vested with a sirpaw, and the next day dispeeded, 
we that Annuntidas * had not time to speake with him about the 
insureance businesse * but Sadula Ckawne promiseth, when bee is 
arrivall to Surrat, to write to him, either to make the 
shroff[sJ pay the mony there, or send them to courte, which voyage 

I beleive, they will hardly undertake_The prementioned new 

Governour js held to bee a very covetuous man j one that will doe 
nothing without, but any thing with, money. Of this I thought good 
to give you notice, that you may knowe how to deale with him. 

SaduIIah Khan, as already mentioned, was at this time WazTr 
at Delhi and had great influence with Shah Jahan. He now desired 
(Jesson reported) 


Two excellent English swords of this country fashion, large, with 
bto^d backs, if you will please to furnish mec with such to present 
him, theire cost would happely not bee lost, for hee would more 
esteeme of them then 20 times the valew. And if hco bee not 
ploasuredj, hec may perhaps doe the Company a discourtc^ie* so 
T payment of the hassell [Aaytfj tax] of broadcloth iii 

Jehanabaud,® which is li per cent., pretended not to bee pardoned 
by the hrmaund,* because Sha Jahanabaud was builded since the 
firmaund \vas given ; soc that Anuntidas bath much adoe to avoide 
Its payn^ent, and that by the favour of Sadula Ckawne 


The latter went on to say that 


The reports runs that this King will send an army against 
Golcunda and Decan [i.c. Bijapur] in favour of Meire Jimla, lately 


‘ ThH« immo urt: lim Kur, Stsikli Buddhan. Shiikh JUdimtU AmU, ihe iut 
title refeir.ng 10 hi* rremt of Amin (rtvtnur officer) of SwrOJiar. ‘Tflemed' i. 
removed (Hihd. 

* Aniusti ba*, Uk Engtiih ijmt at Delhi, ■ New Delhi (ShflijnhaiiUjadX 

' ■ne/OTBuJii procuted by Davii%e in Au^t, iSje, enaacd ibc Erieliili for piymefit 
of all bat the export and import dniim on tbrir coodt. 
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gen«rall of the King of Giilcondah[s] forces, who, haveing subdued 
the large territory of Ram Rajah/ is reported now to bee in rebel¬ 
lion, profferring Sha Jehan to doe his best to subject the whole 
country of Gulcondah to his more absolute comand. If this 
warr goc forwards, it may perhaps bee as dangerous to send the 
saltpeeter by the way of Brampore [Burhinpu^ as Ahmahdabad, 
for if the Prince Oran Zcab have occasion for any^ noe doubt but 
hee will stop it^ and then it may bee a businesse very troublesome 
to gett mony for it. 

On this point Jesson desired early instruetjons^ as he already had 
120 maunds in hand^ and expected to make the amount up to about 
200 bales. He had heard Irom Ananti Das that most of the broad¬ 
cloth at Delhi had already been sold* Part of the proceeds would 
be absorbed in paying for the saltpetre ] the rest ^ shalbee disposed 
of as you please to commaund but Jesson deprecated its being 
handed over to the broker, Morar D^, " hee being a man w'cll 
enough knownc to bee none of the wisest or ablestThe Dutch 
factors^ having provided 450 bales of indigo at Khurjaand Blana, 
had now returned to Agra ; but ' Franq Vanderburgh ' had been 
sent back to buy 100 more. The price at Hindaun was 33 rupees 
per maund, and would have fallen lower but for this and other 
fresh demand^^ On the question when he would be able to close the 
factory and proceed to Surat, Jesson was significantly silent. 

This letter w^as speedily foUow^cd by another (dated 23 Fcb.)j in 
which Jesson announced that he had made an agreement for the 
transportation of the saltpetre to Surat by 

A parccll of Decan oxen bound back to Brampore, wiJJing to 
accept of a freight to Surratt at a very cheap rate, I caused the 
owners to bee called before mee, and have come to an agreement 
with them for transporte of our saltpeter at iij rupees for 
4 maunds 8 scare, they paying the jag^tt * and the Company 
to ajlowe onely two peons to accompanie it; covenanting that 
they shall not come within 40 course [tos] of Brampore, whereby 
our feare expressed in our last of the Prince seizure of [it] is 
removed, and a great dealc of mony saved of w^hat the freight or 
jaggatt, either upon camells or carts, would have amounted unto, 
»- . Your order I cannot with safety stay for, in reguard I dare not 

3 RUpf the ttAditicBSil titl« Qi Kings of 

* Besd-dyes {Jakdt). mtder tie fanndn of 165&, tliesc coyJd not be claimed b 

terntc»ty ditectly under the imperial admiaktratiim^ it found nectss&iy iq pay thrm 
iq tbe pATta id RfilputilAa sttll under tlie semHndciwnckst chieft (cf. Exgtuh Fcrc/iir^, 
p- p. 
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lett the saltpeter ly soe long, either where it is made or in Agra, 
lor fearo the Kings officers should seize it for theire masters occa¬ 
sions as they have heeretofore done; which to avoid, as any 
quantetie is ready, I cause it on the same oxen to bee removed to 
Ibramabaud,^ where it may lie more secure untill the remainder 
of what wee are to have of the saltpetermen bee gotten in, and then 
from thence it shalbec laden away altogeather. 

With regard to the war in the Deccan, Jesson supposed that more 
w'OS Icnown at Surat than at Agra. 

All that wee know is that Raja Chittcrsall - is already dispeeded 
that wayes. The King hath alsoe sent Cossum Ckawne,^ generall 
of artillery and 2z other umbrawes * against the Rajah of Scrungcr * 
commonly called Nuckterrannee. His Majestic is very jc^ous of 
his eldest sonn, Dorrasha, who (if reporte speaks truth) would 
gladly have bis father removed out of this world, that hce 
might enjoy his throne; and some (tis fained) for that purpose 
imploycd, miscarrying in the action, have lost thcirc lives for it, 
t wish the old King long to live, for noe doubt upon his death 
unspeakable troubles will arrisc by the disscntions of the four 
princes; there being hardly one of the umbrawes that cares for 
the eldest prince, but hates him deadly, and hce them as much. 

The references in these letters to the ambitious rivalry of Shah 
Jahan’s four sons and the defection of the Naw'^b Mir Jumla from 
his suspicious master, the King of Golconda, have already been 
explained. A definite rupture had occurred between the two latter. 
Incensed by an act of presumption on the part of Mtr Jumla’s son, 
Muhammad Amin, who was being held at Golconda as a hostage for 
his father's good behaviour, the King in November, ih 55 i threw the 
young man into prison and sciaed his property. Thereupon the 
Nawab, who had been for some time secretly in correspondence with 
Prince Aurangzeb, invoked the Emperor’s protection, and a letter 
was sent from Court to the King of Golconda, ordering the release 
of Muhammad Am!n. Aurangzeb, who had been longing for a pre¬ 
text for conquering Golconda, now dispatched his eldest son, 

• Ibtiihinilbihl, near Kina (tte Ttmlr «f Ptttr Wunrfy, »■ p- wu ind Enf/iiA 

i&iC-iOp p. a 19), ^ , 

• Rijn Chhuunij oi BUcidi. ‘ 

* l/mara, fkObjei- 

* Sriiugir, in GflThwlU, ibra under ih* rule of ft widfimed quwn wlfis from }ax 

prftctlw cf tutting oH the nwa of her rebeliimfi tubittU, wu tcrttitd the Nakkati (nrtt- 
CUltLD||) R6ni iSUfria do Mifgift viol^ 1- P- * t® 
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Muhammad Sult^, with an army to Hydora^bad, folJowmg him&ell 
towards the end of January, 1656. The Golconda monarch had 
already released his prisoner and returned a humble reply to the 
imperial letter; but Muhammad Sultan pressed on, captured and 
looted Hydcrab^d^ and blockaded the King in hi$ fortress-palaco 
at Golconda. On the arrival of Aomngzcb (early in February), 
the siege was commenced; and the operations were continued 
until the end of March* when, in consequence of the receipt of 
peremptory orders from the emperor* the Golconda monarch's 
offers of submission were acceptedH The latter was forced to agree 
to pay an indemnity* to cede certain territory* and to give his 
second daughter in matriage to Muhammad Sultan, to whom the 
succession to the throne is said to have been promised at the same 
time. Aurangieb, who had been sharply censured by his father for 
the deception he had practised in suppressing the offers received 
from the King, withdrew in dudgeou to his post in the Deccan 
Mir Jumla, who had joined the Prince’s camp before the raising of 
the siege* accompanied him part of the way, and then proceeded 
to the imperial Court, to which he had been summoned by Shah 
Jahan. 

At Delhi the great topic of interest was the mortal sickness of 
the WassTf and the changes his death was likely to produce^ Writing 
from Agra on g April, 1656* Jesson says : 

Sadula Ckawne hath bin many dayes very sick, and twice even 
at the last gaspe, soe that a generaU reporte gave him for dead; 
in $oe much that the go mors [villagers : of several! 

his towncs nearc Agra rose in armes. But it proved to theire own 
distruction ; for they were suddainely surprised by Abdall Nubby,^ 
his fouadarr, theire towncs sacked^ and such as escaped not by 
flight either slaine or imprisoned. Wee hears hec is now reasonable 
well recovered, and that Christopher St, Jaquees ® In the extremety 
of his sicknesse by the King^ command admJnistred unto him the 
phisick that gave him ease; if £oe, hee wilbee in favour both with 

^ The b«t juccemjst the Kmpai^ li cenuiced in Prof«cteor Jadunalti Sarlmr't Hismy 
of (vot i. pp, 211-45}^ Tavemief (voL ir pp. 164-^) i». summary tht 

opcTiLti{ 3 nBj but Eram hEaniLy. An TngU&h factoti, Tliemfliij- ap^mrs ta trceu 

In Clelcooda at the time ef the uege hxxci pf 4 Feb^p 1^56); but if, ne li pfobpbk, 

he wrote an aceoimt oE ha titptittMXi, Lhe leUetft bave peri»hni. 

* Shalidl Abdul Nabfj the 

* A Freneb pby^ncum whp was alid knonTi aa Fnm^is dc la PaJiuc {St^m dc 
vpL iv, pp. i$S-id5). 
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His Majcstie and Sadula Ckawnc^ and by his meanes wee may 
happetie procure better writeings about the insitreance bus in esse 
upon your new Govemour then wee couJd upon the old* * * * Twice 
Sha Jehaun went to visitt him, and shod teares to see him {as hee 
supposed] past recovery, neare his end. How hce came by his 
siclmesse there runs severall reports. Most men will have him 
poisoned by the Prince; and Robert Smith ^ undertakes to sett 
downe the day the poison was given hiuij to witt, the ad March. 
On Annuntidas his arriveall I may happely leame the truth. 

As regards commercial matters, the letter announces the 
dispatch of part of the saltpetre from ' Sadabaud \ and adds that 
the caravan will be joined at * Caggarowle' ^ by sixty more oxen 
carrying the portion 

Formerly housed at Ibnamabad to avoid the search of the Kings 
officers, who had command for the makeing 1000 maunds powder, 
besides the provision of a great quantety of saltpeter for the 
cooking the Kings drinking water j yett ^dabaud being Sadula 
CkatsTte^ jaggeere, the Kings officers presume not as yett to molest 
our businesse. Soe that 1 hope wee may have 400 maunds more.... 
Indicoe there is little left, the greatest parte of the abundance this 
yeares cropp produced being bought up and sent downe by mer¬ 
chants to Surrat, and some by the planters themselves adventured 
thitherj rather then they would sell at such extreame under rates. 
Dcryabauds^ are [cheap ?J, there being as yett but few buyers. 

At the time when the letter sent off, Sadullah Khan was in 
fact dead. The news reached Agra just as the messenger was 
starting, and Jesspn scrawled an intimation of it on the outside of 
the packet. A month later {7 May) he wrote to Surat, confinniiig 
the intelligence 1 

On Twesday the 8th ditto [April] ^ in the morneing, to tho Kings 
great greife and the Princes noe lease content, hee deceased, Icaveing 
to bee accompt [stc] of men and mony in this world to goe and give 
an accompt in the other of his life and actions to a Judg that knowes 
better how to judg of them then Sha Jehan did ; who (if reportes 
speakes not a lye) hath since his death acknowledged himselfe much 

^ An Encliib in the WfviG* of Mtnucci (iW.t i. cflfb him 

* fUben [Ijc. Itqbln] Simitt \ The UQty that the Waxlr been hy IHra h 

tufntkmcd hy Manucci i. p. 3^5) find by Benucr p. 33 ). 

* S&dSb^ is about t; milH oonh of A$rm ^ while KogaiullicB ]5 mikssoatb-'u^tul that 

dty, 

* Cotton mfldt at DaiySbid Banki Dutiict, U.P.). 

* Tht dute h luuaJly pixn ns 9 ApriL 
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mistaken in his opinion of him* And though some suppose the 
Kings speech to have beenc uttered in that particuler onely to please 
the Prince, in whose cares hee knew his dispraise would sound 
sweetly, yett seemeth it not altogeather falce^ for His Majestie 
sheweth not noe such extraordinary favours to his young children 
as was by all men expected; and tis generally known hce was 
extreeme negligent in gjathering in the Kings mutalba [mtttdlab&f 
Memand"] (which are moneyes lent out of the Kings eussanah 
[khasdnaf treasuiy] to umbrawes when they are imployed in any 
to bee repaid out of theire jaggeeres) ; which upon his 
death was made knowne unto him [i.e, the King] by Ra Rugnate,* 
a Hen doe dewan under Sadula Ckawnie, the man that now agitates 
all businessc; while the eheife place is (as tis bcleived) reser\'cd 
for Mcire Jimla, an umbraw that hath left the King of Golcundahs 
service to come to him ; whose discontent with his former master 
ivas cause of the late warr. But if hee, on his arrivcall to court, 
bee not judged by the King capeable to manage soe great 
troublesome an office, tis then supposed the Duanshipp wilbe 
conferred upon Shasta Ckawne.=^ In the meane time vTiteings of 
greatest consequence arc signed by the King himsclfc. 

Funds being available from the proceeds of broadcloth sold at 
Delhi, Je^on was arranging to buy indigo and piece-goods* but 
he could not hope to dispatch these before the rains set in. The 
saltpetre caravan had started for Surat in the middle of Aprib under 
the charge of two housc-servants and an escort of six soldiers: 

Jaggatt of the way is to bee defreyed by the oxen men, alt 
excepting one place belonging to Brampore, which is, upon the 
Companies accompt, reported to bee rupees per oxc. . . + Had 
Sadula Ckawne lived but aodayes longer* I had recovered Mockoos® 
whole debt ; whereas now there will remaine upw’ards of 400 
rupees* besides what is owing from others, who as yett, for feare 
of the Kings officers, playes least in sight. Those pergannahs ^ 
that were Sadula Ckawnes neare Agra the King hath bestowed 
upon the Prince, whose fouzdar is oii[e] Doudee Ckawne/formerjly] 
under Gy rat t Ckawne* Sooba of Amudabad, a very courteous man 
to our nation ; by whose assistance Mockoos remaines might 

* for whom we Prafeaor Sarlair^a Hisi^ of vol. lii. p. 7a- 

■ SMUiw Kh^F vin &l Lhc former Wsxtit Aiaf KhAii- He wm thu* Shih Jafa£n'& bnuther- 
in-Iaw. 

» who had coniTactwi lu sapplv sulipcLtf and had adi'anats on acct^gnti 

* Subdivision of dUtriclA 

■■ Khin. For Glmhiie Khfin 5 « English FattcrUftt nSj f p- 8- * SuMba * wmi a not 

udiiMial Bibbreviation of i-ff- the gov'emor of a provinceh ihovgh here it 

meaii^ ^vemor. 
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quictdy bee gotten in^ were not the rained aoe neare. \\T>at 
peter was upon the ground when news arrived of Sadula Ckawnes 
death, the gomors carryed away. 

With regard to his leaving Agra himself jesson said nothing 
definite, but he promised to take advantage of the approaching 
departure of some Dutch factors to send down William Bdl* the 
junior factor (iAndrews being no longer recognized as in the Com¬ 
pany's semce): 

Wee that stay until! dispeed of our ne^t caphila will lessen our 
expences as much more as possible, keeping onely 8 or ro peons 
and a water oxe. The coach shall serve to transporte William 
Bell, by whome such letters of the Companies as arc found hecre 
shall alsoe bee remitted you. 

With the letter was sent an account of the broadcloth sold at 
Delhi, This contains the names of many of the principal nobles, 
and mentions the delivery of cloth * to the Kings botade ' [house¬ 
hold ; bmai is an account of household expensej^ From the gross 
prices of such as was sold either to the king or to the prince, 
a deduction of about 20 per cent- appears to have been made 
for * duties of the sircar* (see note on p* 160 of £ngiijJk FaclorieSf 
1618-21). 

Jessonnext letter (3 July) advised the postponement of Beirs 
departure, and the results of visits paid to MTr jumla (then on 
his w'ay to Delhi) and to the late Governor of Surat: 

William Bell was intended to have accompanied the Cheife of 
the Dutch, who, wee were informed^ was in few dayes to joutny to 
Surrat. At Icnght [though later by much then was expected) 
arrived hither Signor Peter do Bee,^ with an assistant and a chirur- 
gion; and Signor John Tack, with two assistants, prepared to 
departe, makeing theire fairewcll feast on Satturday the 21th 
passed, resolvcing to sett out the Tewsday following* But that 
day, after theire things were laden upon carts, arrived two expresses 
from theire Comandorc* etc. commanding John Tacks stay untUl 
the rainoB bee over, and in the meanc time with all expedicion to 
repairc for Dilly, and there {on theire airivall) to present to the 
King certaine horses which arc upon the way. In complyancc to 

* For Dc Bit p, 116 of Ettiltsk 1^51-4. Jwi Tuck, who now hccAme Chief 1 

died at Agrti in Janitor}', 1663, and hi& Tonib h tiill to be Been in Uic Froleaiont cedketeiy 
thfffer 

■ Tht Duieh D^Tector at Sumt was oho styled Commundevr. UeiidrStk Gent held tbe 
poft at this time. 
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which thcire order, hec the 30th Jfune^ accompatiled with one ^sist- 
ant theire bmkerp contenced his journy towards the court; whert^ 
what face agitates you shalbee advbed heereafter^ By this m canes 
William Bell, disapointcd, is forced to stay against his will till the 
raines bee expired, the way of Scroy ^ being extreeme daJngerous to 
bee travelled with soe few men as bee is to bee allowed, aod the 
way of Brampore utterJy unpassablo fay reason of the many 
rivers and nodacs.® The 27th, being seven dayea after hia arriveall 
to Agra, I visitted Meere Joomlap presenting him the value of 150 
rupees; which every mart beleived hee would not accept of, 
because hoc received noe piscashes of any man ; but wee found the 
contrary, for hee received ours very eourteously (if it may bee soe 
tcarmed)p promi^eing to doc our nation aU the courtesie that lyes 
in his power. The day following hoc proceeded for Dillyp intending 
to SCO the King the Sth July, which is (it seems) his saitA Hee 
came with very few peoplcp his laskar"^ and treasure (which is 
thought to bee as great as the Kings) is behind with his sorme* When 
hee will arrivCp it is not knowne* On the June wee vissited 
Hoffus Nassur, cheaper then Mcire Joomlap for it cost us nothing * 
yett had wee as much from him as the otherp to witt, faire words 
and kindc promises of his assistance in any affaire wee should 
have with the Kiogp cspocjaJly in the msureance businesses How 
hee will performc wee knowe not. Hee is by this time advanced 
halfe way to Dilly. 

Bell did not quit Agra until 5 August. Jesson, in a letter of that 
date carried by Bell, explained that the latter had been unable to 
find suitable travelling companions 

Untill now that severall Banian merchants of quallity, which 
came up to Maira and Gocall * to worship, are retouming to 
Amahdabadp soe w^ell attended with souldiers that it is conceived 
he may with them travaile safely, and therefor is with his good will 
dismissed^ rcceiveing what was judged necessary for his atcomoda- 
tionp vizt^p two oxon and the howse coach; one dockp given the 
factory by Mr. Knipc ; ^ one silver spoone, poiz 3 tol[as] vals ; 
12 parccll citching ware, pois 15 seers copper; one paule; ^ cash 
inspecieSp 1714- rupees- 

Ten days later, Jesson addressed a long letter to Surat, detailing 
his proceedings in the purchase and sale of goods, explaining w^hy 
the Agra factory had not been ciosedp and incidentally describing 

*■ Siri^bi- Thk vils tbt iwxtty through Ajm?r» 

* Kull^ A wat£n:0aH^i * Luctcy deiy 

*■ Mttiy (twfiAaf). *■ Muttm md Gokul (nwr Mah^n)- 

^ Ed^'AEti KnkpCp Cbiitf tLl Ag;reii 164^-7- ^ 
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Mir Juinlays reception at Court. The following extracts may be 
given i 

Cudioo Meerah ia in provision of 3,000 pieces deryabouds at 
Lucknow; which hee is enordered to send away suddaincly cuddied,^ 
which is onciic the stifning stuff ivashcd outj whereby they become 
3 or 6 scares upon a corgo" Jighter, and, if they bee wett, will not 
soono receive dammagep If wee can gett the remaines from Dilly 
(which ia 7,300 rupees) time enough, soe many more shalbee pro¬ 
vided and sent you as that sum will acquire j for as for the 50 
bales Indicoe I writt you I was intended to buy, the bargaine 
went not for^vard for w^ant of mony; which had I not needed, 

I could have furnishcd you with as many dcriabauds ^ you could 
have desired from Lucknow*; for though they were dearc and 
scarce heere, they might have becne procured there cheap and good, 
by giveing out a littJc money to the ^vgavers, who, hndeing bad 
bought up by other men at an ineons!dcrabJe difference, w'ill make 
noe good; soe that w^hat deryabauds come thence this ycare into 
the Jagegundy “ arc such base trash that I never saw the like, nor 
can conceive they will sell in England to any profhtt; and yett are 
the open traders like to gett noe better, soe long as they provide 
theire goods, or by Bannyans heere in Agra^ Mercoolcs there 
comes none of the demeneions wee used to buy for the Company, 
but a sort of narrow slight cloth and shorte, not worth the buying ; 
nor doe the weavers of Lucknowe or Corsett * make any but when 
wqe bespeake them* . * * Meir Jimla, upon his arrival! into the 
presence of the King, was very courteously by him entertained and 
made Dew^on,^ haveing given him by His Majestic tw^o clJephants, 

* ProbaWy cenneettd mih HbiL or reluH The (Jtut produced by sJftiDg 

ieed-bc h itiU knoira by thb Uim. * Score 

* A copywi'j. Error for ' TaEtj^ntidy % ijt. ibe or iwar ihe Taj Molial. 

II wi* the regular u^rket f&r pq^cE-fpoode (cf. Tavertiwr, BaTI's ed.p vol. L 

* x^pfMLTEiitly KiiniLtt ivE mitei ivorii]-¥.efit of in Unan dutrict. 

* A lEtter from Madru to thE Companyp lo Nov^mtur, 1656, mi)i that Mir jumlK * llie 

Sth July w« CDiiumkled b<bre tbE Great Moghor siforeiAidp wbome hee pmetitetl wiili 
many and rich jewelli eto. of ^eat waluep wlud] w-cre well rccrivnJ nnd himseiJe tasheriEii 
l^ivtn ■ pnxEnt Hpeemlly wtLh a lytlz ol honour,called DiwofiAKnrdinfi lo 

the native hUturlati cited by ProfesaoT Sarknr {Ilijisry p/ vol. i, p. 243) ^ITr 

JumU’t preKnti wtit worth 15 Jakhi, and included a duiinond welfibiiifi 316 ; and in 

requital he wu Jiude a Ccunmondcr of Sis Thutitand and a|ipolntcd Grand Woririn 

lion to the Inte Sodulloh Khtn. 

Manucrir who woi in Delhi At the ilrae piix* the wxifiht of the diamond ej j6o curalft, 
which (if the Fkrenttne cajal be meant) would be about 4 11 Ta^'tmieTt w|;o examined 

the itnne when cut,,declara that It Even then weighed 31 raiis and ihatp wlwn recrived from 
Mir Jumlnj iti weight woa about 900 rdji>. The§c hepelcu di$cre|'ia<ncw cait aome doubt 
njion the theory propounded by Dr. Ball and others, that Mir Jutnla't diomofLd wsa the 
priginaJof UiE fanwui 
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202 lackeys, and five lacks of rupees for his expences ■ hec present¬ 
ing the King with a dyamond uncutt weighing 160 ruttees, b(^dcs 
other precious stones of great value j w'hich hee still continues 
to doc. Tis reported hee does good justice; but I fcare hee will 
doe us none in the insureance businesses for when hec was in Agra 
I spoke to him of it, and hee, as if hee had beene before informed 
thereof (as tis likely hee was by Hoffuz Nasser about it, and in- 
treated him well to consider that busincssc) made answer that hee 
thought there was little reason that the shrofs should make satis¬ 
faction, seeing the goods were lost upon our owne ships, given up 
by our ow'ne people to the Dutch, with whome wee were at peace 
when the ship departed from Swally. Beside!^ Anuntidas writes 
that hee spake with HofTnz Nassur about it and intreated him to 
move the businesse in our behalfe to Mcire Jimla (new named by 
the King Nuw’ab Mayzumckawnc [Muazzam Khkn]); but hoc 
replycd hec could not, for that in his opinion our demand was unjust, 
Soc that tis to bee feared nothing wdbee gotten but by such a 
course as the Dutch tooke about the robberry of theire house, 
when theire complaints were {as ours now arc) nothing reguarded,^ 

... Thomas Andrews is very sorry to heare the Company soe much 
resent his mishap in comeing theire debtor, calling it an act of 
dishonestic. It is his cheiEest care now how to gett out of it, and 
hopes that, with what hee expects from England this yearc and the 
next, to make an end thereof, ... I am sorry to see that Agra and 
its factors must bee made the odium of India, and every of theire 
actions presented to the Company attended with such a censure 
as both place and persons arc not thought worthy to bee continued ; 
whenas, if it please God our masters can reobtainc theire pattent 
and just prcvilcdgcs (which 1 heartelie wish them), they and theire 
servants in Surrat will finde theire occasions cannot dispence with 
the want of Agra, and that theire businesac will never bee carryed 
on well by brokers, as it w-as the aime perchance of some now 

deprived to have it done_For any thing that [has] befalne in 

Agra, it may wdth a little charity bee imputed to the misfortune 
of humaine affaires ; and if things bee well examined, they will 
6ndc that the Company have had very illsuccesse in thdre businesse 
in all places since [the] departure of President Merry. God graunt 
them better in the future. I perceive it is the desire and your 
intent to disolve this factorie. All that wee now have hcere to 
doe is to gett in the broadcloth money and remitt it you m such 
goods as you desire ; which being done as soone as possible I can, 
the books shaibcc closed and sent you ; which effected, wee would 
gladlie, according to your command, come away, but (not to hold 
you longer in suspence) wee are necessitated now to tell you that 
' Sc* EnsOih FafJjiriti. 1646 jo, pj* kvu. m. 
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wee casoot, as welJ my scife as Mr. Andrew's. .. being to deep 
indebted soe 3S to thinke it (consideriti^ how of Iiste some 
English have departed hecre well knowne) to desire our 

creektors to licence our departure for Surrat; whenas they are 
willing^ whilest wee motion noe such thing, to awaite for theire 
money until! wee are able to psiy thcni+ And therefore you are 
h^umblie intreated not to inipute our stay to disobeidiance. . . . 
There is nothing in the "world which I more desire then to leave this 
place ; but yett I would doe it with the coiisci%'ntion of my reputa- 
cion, which I would not have blemished by a base w*ay of departeing^ 
upon any feare or condicion whatsoever. Besides, it wilbee for 
tlie Companies credit and our nations that wee, that have served 
m such <]uai£tie} doe come of honestly Tvith all men ■ and therefore 
wee rather hope for your help then binderance, seeing that neither 
the Company nor your sclfe may receive any prejudice or trouble 
through our mcanes, wee haveing made our creditors acquainted 
that the debt is our owne, and noe man any wayes ingaged to answer 
for a penny thereof ; with which they rest well satisfied. And now, 
seeing wee must remaine heere^ though upon our ownc charge, it 
IS my humble request that you w'ould permitt m to live in the 
Companies house, untill that either (in case they desert iheire 
trade) they inorder it to bee sould, or that (renewing It) there 
occasions move you to send up some other English to take possession 
thereof* And as for the plate and households tuff, if you please 
to permitt it to bee charged to my accompt at as much as it wilbee 
really worth, at ballance of our books I will allowe it out of my 
saliarey . , . Eightcene dayes agoo departed from Agra^ by the 
way of Bramp ore, one MJrza hlahmud Cossum, apointed Fousedar 
of Surratt. 

Then came a long silence, until on 4 December jesson wrote once 
more to Surat, forwarding the final accounts of the factory, and 
admitting himself indebted to the Company for the balance 
shown therein* He declared that his difficulties had been rendered 
acute by the action of the Surat factors in protesting his bill 
of exchange^ as this led VErji Vora, his chief creditor, to press him 
for payment of 20,000 rupees. This sum he could only raise by 
borrowing a portion from a Delhi shroff on the security of the 
Company’s broadcloth—an expedient of which he had availed 
himself in the assured belief that he would, by the rime the cloth 
was sold, hav^ sufficient funds of his own to clear off the liability- 
Unhappily this expectation had not been fulfilled j but he was still 
confident of being able in time to repay the Company both principal 
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and interest. Meanwhile he besought the Surat factors to * take 
little fiatice thereof \ lest his position should be still further preju¬ 
diced. With regard to the insurance business, he was unwilling to 
ecnplojf at Court An anti who had now been discharged. 

But heerc is in on[c] Tulcidas [Tuhi DSs], a Hindoo, a man 
in greate favour with all the umbrawes and in espccJall manner with 
Hoorec Konnum [Huri Khanum], Begum Sahabs nurse, who can 
doe in court what she pleaseth. He^ if the Companies occassions 
had any ncede of a broker, being imployed (without wages), would^ 
I veryly bdeive, be a meanos to recover that rnony in a very little 
time and with little charge. 

As for himself and Andrews, the factory being dosed, 

W e must now live upon our ownc charge, and fiiidc our selves 
victualls as well as we cann * for wee cannott in conscience live 
upon the Company, unless we had imployment sufficient to deserve 
it, which w§ Know^e we are not to hope for. 1 render you humble 
thanks for permitting us to have the use of the Companies houscp 

The sensation of the moment was the abandonment of a projected 
expedition against Kandahar, in favour of an attack upon Bijapur, 
the king of which had recently died. This new w^ar was instigated 
by Prince Aurangsseb, who was still set upon the subjugation of 
both Bljapur and Golconda, and had found a pretext in the alleged 
right of Shah Jahan to settle the disputed question of the succession 
to the throne of the former. 

The King, being resolved to renue the warr against Candahor, 
dispeeded CossomCkawn [see p. 64] with the tobcconah [i0p^khdn&, 
artillery] for Lahore, and with him went all the druncken English 
that entertained themselves at Surratt into the Kings service, 
being of seamen turned gunners. The Prince [DSra] was to have 
followed, but he would not stirr without the King, though his 
father were very urgent with him. While this dispute past betwixt 
father and sonn, the King goeing one day abroad a hunting with 
a hauke upon his fist, his horse, frighted with the noise of the bells, 
started, and rising u p threw the King to the gro un d. This was taken 
to be an ill omen, at leastwise so interpreted by those that liked not 
of the Candahore warr ; and it wrought somuch with the King as 
to alter his resolution and call back Cossom Ckawn, who is returned 
to Dilly. And now an army is raised to goe against Decann (whoso 
King is reported to bo dead), the general! w^herof is Mai^um Ckawn or 
Merc Jimla, with whom goes 22 umbrawes and 20,000 horsc^ under 
the com and of Callceloola Ckawn [Khalllullah Khan). 


74 


THE I>^LAKD FACTOillES, 1656 

Should illr Jumla pass through Agra (as expected), jesson would 
endeavour to find out whether he was really displeased with the 
English, as advised by the Madras Agent, for taking a ship or 
towm of his near Fort St, George. 

.AUabux [Allah Bakhsh] writes that Meire Jimla at his departure 
presented the King with a crower of rupees worth of prctioua 
stones, a lack of sherafeens,^ and 112 elephants. Methinkes it is 
to much to be beleived. 

Reverting to the question of the insurance claim, Jesson reported 
that Tulsi iMs had just brought to him one of Huri Khanum^s 
sen^ants, who w'as bound for Surat on his mistress's business: 

The man is a very understanding bould man, and promiseth, if 
you w'iU jmploy him in the insureance buisnesse, he will dispute 
our right w^ith the Governor against the sherroffs untill such time 
as Begum Sahabs neshan order], which Hoorec Connum 

hath promised to procure when Tulcidas comes to Dilly (whether 
he is suddaincly intended)^ arrives; and then the sherroffs shall 
be forced to pay downe the mony, or he will bring them bound to 
court; and, rather then be soe used, I beleive they will yeild to any 
thing. 

Nothing seems to have come of the claim for the insurance 
money, though its non*payment remained for some years a shadowy 
grievance. 

It is noW" time to review the course of events at the other factories 
in India dependent on Surat. It had been mtended to close the 
one at Ahmad^bad as soon as the indigo was cleared from thence; 
but ’when, on 25 February, 1656, Richard Craddock, the only 
factor left there, attempted to start for Surat, be was prevented by 
the Indigo makers, who insisted upon his first weighing w^hat he had 
received from them : 

Notwithstanding I told them that the brokers, after my departure, 
would have order to W'eigh it, yett they wrere not content therewith, 
saying that, whilest there was an Englishman hecrc, there was some 
hopes, but if I w'cntp they then knew not what to trust to. 

He was accordingly forced to write to Surat for permission to 
remain until the indigo was weighed and packed. As a matter of 
fact he did not quit Ahmadabad until the middle of June, when he 
was relieved by Anthony Smith, whose principal business on behalf 

' The trjq/Sn ‘pfSS a com wotI h at th Lii fiLout 2 S- 
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of tho Company was to recover debts due from Hardee Pandi and 
others for advanced made for the provision of saltpetre (AhmadSbad 
to Surat, i8 June). Smith was shortly to quit the Company's 
service in consequence of the orders for reduction of staff, and he 
was new at AJimadabad chiefly on his private business. Writing 
on 6 September, 1^56, he said that he had done his best to make 
the desired recoveries, but the debtors 

Being exceeding peore, it is impossible for them to pay, either 
in species or comodities. I will (no other remedy being left 
unattempted) therefore, if you approoyc of it, give one-fourth 
parte to the Durbarr (as accustomary in such desperate debts); 
and then the Catwall will tare it out of the sides of them, 

or sell their howse, wife, and children to pay it. And I thinke it 
is far better to recover three fourths, though by this rigorous 
meanes, then to loose the whole debt. 

Evidently the Surat factors had asked Smith to arrange for the 
purchase of a quantity of indigo, for he goes on to say that, although 
it involves his remaining until the middle or end of November, 
he will undertake the commission, 

The Company bcareing my charges for dyett and accomodation 
whilst I am here in Amahdabad ; which is no more then just and 
reasonable. And for the threescore and two dales time that 
Mr, Young was here with me, 1 put them not to a pice char]ges, 
more then for the porter of their howse, I doubt not but the Com¬ 
panies coach and oxen which belonged to this factory you have 
safely received and in good condition, being sent per Mr. Richard 
Craddock, . . . The Persian horse which was in this factory I sent 
downe with Mr. Henry Young. 

Illness prevented Smith from writing again until oa October. 
He then announced that he had procured the imprisonment of 
Harden Pandi (who was preparing to abscond) and had thus 
obliged him to pay half the amount due. Answering an inquiry 
from Surat as to the possibility of procuring saltpetre from the 
batijdrai (itinerant dealers) who came to Ahmadabad from time 
to time, he said : 

As for our bying saltpeeter of the Bunjaries, either now or 
in the future, there is no hope of it; for since they have bin soc 
plagued by the Dewan and this Prince [i.c. Murad BakhshJ his 
officers, they have quite left the trade and bring no more of that 
comodity. 
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There were, however, some ' Borahs ' (trader : boiira) who had 
a considerable quantity, though it was not refined to the degree 
usually required for Elngland but the price demanded was so high 
that he W'ould not give it without instructions from Surat. 

There is this yeare a plentiful! crop of indico leafe, and it is by 
report very good ;, , . but to this day there is not a sear made of 
cither sort, except of the green leafe, of which herewith I send you 
a sample. It is very good, but not such as is usually sent home nor 
bought by other merchants to export, it being onely for dyers, 
beaters, and chinters^ use here.... It is reasonably priacd, being 
17J or 18 rupees per maund. And now to tell you true, the time 
being soe farr spent in w'hich the indico makers use annually to 
be at workc, and yett the leafe not bought, I fears this yearcs indico 
wiJbe very late, yea, too late to accomodate the Company or any 
other of the English occasions to be sent for Europe this yeare. 
The reason is, the Prince haveing a great quantety of leafe, the 
Dewan etc. officers would force the indico makers to take it at 
a very unreasonable price, or otherwise w*ill not give them leave 
to buy any leafe nor to make indico. Soe that ig dales of the 
principall time for make in g the comodity here and in Surquees 
is now lost and nothing donn. If they make not an end of the 
busines and fall to worke in lesse then these 10 or 12 daies more, 
there will not bee any new indico here untill towards the end of 
December* and then to be weighed off before it be drie will loose 
4 or 5 sear in a maund. 

He promised, however, to be on the watch for the earliest and 
best parcels, should any be made in time. The letter notices the 
arrival of several private ships at Swally, and concludes : 

I am hartcly sorry for the sad and fatall accident that happened 
to our new come English freinds in Swally Hole, and congratulate 
Agent Bornfords fortunate escape. 

This incident {which is not referred to elsewhere in the records] 
is mentioned in two passages in Peter Mundy’s journal (now in 
course of publication by the Hakluyt Society). My attention was 
called to them by Miss Anstey, and they arc now quoted by the 
permission of the editor. Sir Richard Temple, C.I.E.; 

Aboutt this tyme [Sept. 1657J came sad tidings from India; 
thatt Captainc Bayly, comander of the William , . . with nine or 
ten more were drowned in Swally Hole, Coming from the shore 
late in the barge, [they] fell thwart of the shipps ha use and were 

* The pdinttn enE«e«4 in making chintt. 
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unfortunately oversett and the company ail drowned, excepting 
two or three that caughtt hold of the long boate asterne. Among 
the rest that perished was one Slade j whose widdow Mr. Nathaniel] 
Wyche married, who went with him for India this last spring, hee 
booing chosen President for those parts. 

This summer [165S] wee had newes from East India . , , of the 
losse of sundry East India shipps, viz. the IFiVfiawr, the Persian 
Merch^ftt^ the Allum Frtgai^ the FreindsMppe^ the Djjmr, and 
Expedition in the East Indies (the tTiWnm near the BitanilJas in 
sight of her port). The men saved themselves in their boates, and 
arriving on shore made a little fortification and planted theron 
six peeces of ordnance p butt were cutt of by the inhabitants; 
among the rest Mr* William Bumfordp supercargo or cape merchant 
(with whome I was well acquainted in London), Hee was one of 
the three that escaped drowning in Swally Holcp having then lost 
his hatte and cloke ; yet at length both hee with shipp goodSp and 
company came to their appointed end. 

The dispatch of the ITtffiam to Surat by a private syndicate has 
been mentioned on p. 49. Her supercargOp Henry (not WiUiam) 
Bomfordp had been in the service of the Company from 1634 to 

1643. 

At Tatta Nicholas Scrivener remained throughout the year, 
though probably, in the absence of sufficient employment, he was 
working more on his own account than on the Company’s, A letter 
from him to Surat dated 21 February, 1656, refers to the sale of 
wheat and lead, and the purchase of cotton goods and saltpetre. 
Its most interesting passage is the following: 

This Bucksee haveing abused a chcife man of the 

Curmuttes ^ or Bukhees [Baluchis], he getting free hath raised 
what force hee could make of his owne men and turned rebellp 
and to his aid hath caled anothers compainy of Blochces from about 
Corah Bollah; “ soe both togeather make a considerable army. 
They have not left a towne betweene Bunder [i.e. Lahribandar] 
and this place unplundered^ carrying cattle, peoplcp and all away; 
and yesterday they robbed a towne on this side the river. And yett 
1 see noe order taken to withstand them ; soe thatp if they doe noe 
more mischeife yett, it is there owne fault. 

Scrivener's next letter {3 March) mentions that the Dutch 
merchants have finished their investments and ate expecting a ship^ 

* A aETull BiiTuch tribe icLbabatinE liiMtkt round SSkrci (latilli-^K'eit of 

* FdsiibJy GiuorfcbflTi. 
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He acknowledges the receipt of a sum of money, but considers it 
insufficient to provide the piece-goods desired, for the purchase of 
which he proposes to go to Nasarpur and Kandiaro, retnaioing at 
one or other of these places until the end of Septernber. About 
five weeks later (S April) he writes again^ announcing that he is 
about to depart for Nasarpur, and adding: 

Heere is lately t[wJo Portugall vesseUs arrived from Cocheene 
and Goa, whose people reporte that the Poitugalls have w^ell 
beaten the Dutch; but how true this news is I am not certaine. 
This day is news come that Cossce Abraham [K^i IbrahlmJ^ who 
comes Ameinc of this place for the Prince,^ is arrived at Nasser- 
pore; but as yett noe news of the new Govemour^ 

A further letter (24 April) to Surat shows how traders were incon- 
venienced by the arbitrary actions of the Mogul officials^ 

You may peradventure at receipt of these admire to finde rnee 
still in Tuttah ; but... Jeffar Ckawne JJafar Khan] being displaced 
and goeing for Lahore, hath seased on all the boates bee could Light 
on for hisaccomidacion, not leaveing one behinde him fitt for service; 
Boe that my stay thus long heere hath beeno much against my will* 
But now some of the new Govemours com panic arc arrived, boates 
wLlbe plentiful! ; soe hope to bee on my journy very suddaincly* 
* , * The new Governour being now arrived within few miles from 
this place, my stay heere is onely to meet him and gett some 
writeings confirmed by him for the gaahts* etc., as alsoe his 
recommendatory letters for Kanderah, which will not bee amiss, the 
basenesse of those officers considered. How that the Hollanders 
had laden theire goods on these country vessells I advised in my 
last; which vessells, being three in company, sett out of this road 
about the fine [i.c. endj March ; which haveing beenc but one night 
at sea, mett with the Voddellers^ come from Cutch* * ^ ^ They 
have taken but one vessoll belonging to this portc and three or 
four Maliabar merchants men laden with rice and bound for 
Muscatt, The vessel! belonging to this porte they have onely 
pillaged of what lay above deck, but what was in hould is not 
meddled with, nor will any buy the goods of them, especially 
whitest they flnde a great many bales whh the Dutches mark; 
soG that these merchants have some hopes that both ship and goods 
wilbe retourned them againe* But had the first reports becne true, 

PricH* Dan j^nbobty Iwld ilvt gqvrniiiieiit tif Sind at thii tlmCf in additka to ttat of 
MultAji ; but i havt HDt been able to find nny ctmfirmMiinn of thti. 

■ The leAd/f or bndiet^^laccf on tbr river, where due* wcit levied ou inrtrb«idife> 

* Thcic may have been piratlcAl vseEi' bclon^n^ td CifrijdAr, in Hokrito- h ia often ipclt 
" Gciadcll * or" Guadk-l/ by Euitipean wTitezi of the period# 
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most of these merchant[s] would have shutt up shop and have given 
over trade perforce. 

On 5 June, 1656, Scrivener wrote from Nasarpur, reporting the 
progress he had made in his investments, and intimating his speedy 
departure for Kandiaro, 

Whence that broker hath advised that hce is already troubled 
about the chellahcark,^ which is indeed the cheife occasion of my 
joumying thither this yeare; for although they gave mee theire 
writeing last yeare that I should pay none, yett it seems they now 
againe demaund it, . * * 1 shall indeavour what possible may bee 
to bring them to reason ; but if I cannot prevaile with them, it 
wilbee to little purpose for the future to shew our phirmaund or 

neshan any more there, seeing none will obey them_The Tuttah 

new Goyernour was arrived before I came thence; whose ^reat 
state suites not with that citties present poore condicion. Besides, 
hce hath brought such an unrulcy mastcrlesse company along with 
him that the people are already weary of them. But amongst the 
rest the Governors wife bcares the greatest sway and comands all, 
the Governour not dareing to controulc her, although shoe does 
abundance of wrong to all trades men etc., in takeing away theire 
goods from them, not paying halfe the ’worth of them, Soe there 
is a madd kinde of goverment at present in Tatah. 

A further letter, written from KandiiJo on 8 July, sho^^^s that 
Scrivener then busy buying cloth, but was hampered by want 
of money: 

I have sent for more from Tuttah; which I, as soone as [ 1 ] heare 
upon the way, shall send what servants and peons I have to 
encounter it about Same “and guard it from the Sumeages, who doe 
not faJle to piUadge such boates as they can master; but I shall 
take such care that it may come safe to my hands, for, besides my 
owne peons, shall write to Sume and Se^^na for a choukce to 
accompany them- 

For the Company's lead it was hard to find a custonier: 

Could I meet with a chapman, it should goe at any reasonable 
price; for to keep it untiU the King have occasion for it, it may 
chance to lye by a while longer, hec being sup ply ed with some 
quantetie from about Bekancere. 

* A levy of a) per ceit. (lee EnfUth 

Prdbably ifee COpyisi't trror for Soppj m tovrn -mi llie ludiis Ehout baJbwPLy 

SehwAn. The ' nwy be the Saznfjnap the dneendoni^ of the 

tribe which Smd ih* SiLmsifl d^^aaty. 
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The prices of cotton goock had riscix at Nasaqitir, owing to the 
presenco of inany buyof$ from Tatta, who were providing quantities 
for export to Basra, where there was a great demand I for Sind 
cloth, 


Nor js it any better hoere m Kanderah^ the Bussonb news haveing 
spred it selfe all over Scind . . . and to help the matter, heere is not 
full 45 pice to the rupee; which makes the cloth 2I rupees in a corge 
dearer then otherwise it would bee. 


According to intelligence from Tatta, 


Although the Dutch goods are not fallen into the Portugells 
hands, yett the Vaddellers have taken just the one halfe of them^ 
and have since made sale of them. And when some of the ships 
Mfnpaoy had thought to have scared them with the name of the 
Dutch, theite answer was that they should kindly remember them 
to the Dutch and bidd them make hast and buy more goods, and 
they would not faile to bee theire chapmen for them \ which is all 
the satisfaction the Hollanders can gett from them as yett^ 


A postscript follows (dated the next day) - 
Not paying any chcllaheach heere the last yeare^ by which means 


ley usually take, have 
that hoc does not doe 
i\m wee alwayes paid 


some oiBcers missing of such large fees as t 
informed the Governour of Buefcer [Bukkur 

well to Jett SOG much proffitt goe, telling *. u^,u 

cheli^eack and all other duties. Soe that they intend to demaund 
all other duties of us againand that wee shall pay all charges as 
all other men doe. But about this businesse 1 have sent a broker 
to Sucker, with some broadcloth etc. for presents, that soe, if 
possible, hee may gitt the last ycares writeings confirmed; which, 

jf can bee eflfccted, will save us a great deaie of trouble, besides 
charges.,.. 


Nothing more Is then heard from Scrivener until 30 September, 
by which time he was back in Tatta, engaged in getting ready for 
dispatch to Surat the cotton goods he had bought, amounting to 
about 3o,o<Hj pieces. In the course of a long letter to the Surat 
factors he has something further to say about the proceedings of 
the impudent Gwadar pirates and about the misgovernment of 
Sind by the Mogul officials^ 


^ broker about tJieir goods to the 
“ the anser they gave him was that, if his master 
would Jiayc the goods, he must buy them, and he should be favored 
ftalt a nia[moody] m a corge of doath. And with this answer their 
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broker is rctotirned.* . . . To write you of the badd goverment at 
Bucker, Dcrbclla [Darbfilo], and those partes, ail I cann say wiibe 
too little, and therefore you may imagine it as badd as cann be ; 
at least when you come to know that a boat, whose duetics to the 
Prince came to bo but f of a rupee, should pay 6 rupees officers 
fees (or rather bribes); which kind of usadge have caused all Multan 
men to leave the place, and alsoe most of the Tahtah men. The 
us^e I found there was that after the broker had gon two months 
after those officers from one to another about the chellahearh 
and could gctt nothing from them but promises and delayes, yett 
at the last the Droga (chief: darogha] of the chellaheark, for a bribe 
of 88 rupees to htmselfe and companions, consented I should pay 
noc chellaheark; which 1 would never have consented to, but then 
he sajd plainly tliat if I paid ccllaheark, yett he would have as much 
for bis fees as what you paid him. Soe I thought it was better to 
save somewhat then nothing at all, after soe much trouble and 
charges; soe gave him his demands, but paid no chellaherk, or 
ought elce besides 18 rupees more att Derbella jaggatt to those 
officers befor I could gett thence. Soe you may perceive by the 
aforementioned what spetiall servants the Prince have in those 
partes and what pretty doeings there is amongst them. As it is 
now little better here; for at cleareing a boat at the gahatt here 
is no small doe, besides a great dcalc of time spent before cann 
clears one without paying moree.* Yett now at last they have 
given their w'righting we shall pay none ; yett every officer wiibe 
knowne in his place. 

Of the last letter received at Surat from Scrivener during this year 
only a portion is extant. It is dated 10 November, 1656, and con¬ 
tains merely commercial details, apart from a mention of a great 
scarcity of money at Tatta and a renewed complaint of the exactions 
of the officials up country. 


EVENTS IN PERSIA, 1656 

Copies are available of a number of letters from or to Persia 
during the year 1656. The first of these, written by Wcale and 
Otgher at Gombroon on 3 January, describes the reception of the 
new Governor, 

* In Jobtiuy, 1657, tlic I>utfh Oi>patd)ed Mme ifssdi Irem Surat to puni^ Uw pirslts i 
but niter t^ruisiiiB same tinw «n the cnitst witlunil SUCe«U, and Ending themwhvi 
by high winds, they irtunwd with a PbftugvH« pri« theybadpickedup {Hafm TritnitHpttt 
»«. i. vpI. xxt. 00 615). * Ferhnps a tee tor • deaiuig mli&aie (muJb'i', ■ italed ’), 
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The 22th passed we went to Bundally * to meete the Ckaune. 
The 23th he came to Govendas ‘garden, wheare he stayed, awayting 
a good hower, tell the 27th dittoe. We have oiton vissitted him, 
and finde him very courteous to as, with fine complemonts and fatre 
promises in the Persian moode. But he told the Butch in our 
presents that he had some thing to say to them before hee were 
soe much their friend as ours j he baveing received in Asphahaun 
some affront from Signor Jacobus ‘ (whoe is now provissional 
Cheife) about their silke business, which it scemes hee hath not yet 
forgott. The next day after his comeing into towne, the Ckaune 
came to vissitt us; and the 39th wo sent him a present in cloath 
and gold and silver lace and wyne (which he is a greate drinker off), 
to the valluo of neere 14 tomands.... The Dutch sent him a present 
the time hee was at Govendas garden, and another since hee came 
in. The latter is not as yet received, though in the Ckauns howse, 
because of the perpetuall rayncs, which have continud these five 
dayes with greate voyolence, in soe much that it hath washed downe 
many of the mud walls and howses in towne. 

The reply from Surat (29 Jam) to this and some previous 
letters contains nothing of importance beyond the reference to 
Lord Bcllomont already quoted. On 30 January the Gombroon 
factors wrote again, mentioning, among other iteins of intelligence, 
that 

Noe Shawbander is as yet arived, nor is it ceitainely knowne 
whoe will have the place. But he that supplyeth it heere would 
play the knave with us to palpably, had we not the Ckaune very 
much our friend; for in one night [he] -would have stole three 
trankeys * of the ladeing; which we haveing notice of, 

acquainted the Jannaxeenc [deputy: jd-nishin] therewith, whoe 
caused the waterside to be guarded with his owne men, and the 
next morning the trankeys with their full ladeing to be brought 
to our custorae howse j which accion hath some what awed this 
fcUow, for wc pretended he did not steak it for the King but for 
himselfe ; which pretence tooke some good effect. 

In their next letter (21 Feb.) the factors complained that the 
same trickery was being continued, and that the KhSn, in spite 
of presents of strong waters, did not interfere; to which the 

’ Hand All, nbcHit 9 mtia frcm CcmbriMD. > Cubin! DJls.l 

» Prabobty jKoib WillthuL 

* Boiiis. The iticrojA was to Iund the {(pods MirKfirtltiotiily, with » view it> defraudiii^ 
ibc English of ihdF share of the nalsins. Althouijh they did not teetivt poyment at the 
tune, they )(e|it a oarctui rtcord of wbat wu 
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Sunat Council fcplied (is March) by counsclLing patience, since 
they understood that the new Shahbandar had powerful friends 
at Court. Weale and his colleagues wrote again on 28 Marcli, 
announcing that 

The Shawbander arrived hecre the sth instant. His behavior 
hitherto hath ben such that we have greate hopes to make a better 
conclusion with him then we could with the last yeares, although 
the one third of the goods [that] came on Mirza Mahmuds junck.,. 
was not brought to our custome howsc, But we are quite out of 
capadtic to helpe that ? therefore shall, according to the Com¬ 
panies and your order, get what we can from them by all faire 
meanes. The 17th instant arrived a chuper ^ heere with a phjrman 
from the King, expresly ordering the takeing off the merchants 
goods a dutic the Shawbander and Yizeere of custome howse used to 
take, which amounted to four per cent.; hopeing thereby to make 
this bunder (poitj to florish againe.... The 25th ... we were invited 
to the Shawbanders, to receive the Kings phJrmaan sent on the 
English and Dutch to transport his merchants and treasure for 
India. We not haveing any vessells heere, the Dutch are like to 
serve the King in that businfp, . . . PS. The Dutch have since 
declared that none of their shipps can sayle for India; in regard 
of which, this vessell,* which goes in the EngJishis name and under 
their cullours, must of ncccssitic serve the King.... 

Weale and his companions wrote again to Surat on I2 April t 

The day after departure of the Dyamant, the Dutch landed 
their Portugall prisoners that came from Zealoane (five of their 
shipps being arrived in the road thence). Most of them had bine 
captaines, and one gentleman of great quallity; also a padre. 
In number their was 30, who, being cast on the shoare and not 
haveing whcrwithalJ to buy themselves foode, came to the Com¬ 
panies house and desired us to furnish them with a place to Jodge 
in, till wee could procure them a tranky to transport them to 
Cong; ® the which in sivelity we could not deny. Therfore hired 
a house in the towne, where they lodged two dayes and had their 
dyett from us ; and haveing furnished them with a tranckett and 
provisions for a day or two, dispeeded them the 31th March. This 

^ A imMiptcd £Ebts54!fig)eri frum Mf-pa (‘on four f«fe 

* The Beni Dfia, who wus broker the at Suint + htnee itc 

tteaimCDt of his ahip u Engjluih^ lailcd on 19 Mbrdih 

■ Also cftUttJ or BondarXonfia (mw h port im the north iide of the Persian 

CuU, aboyt roo milea west of Gombrooti. This pliSoe the Portiigu«e made tht[r head¬ 
quarter! alter ibetr expulfioa from Ormus % and by a treaty b 1631 alio^^^d hull I he 

cuitomi (!« Enffish F^dcritSf idjo-jr p- 140), 
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curtesy shewed them in their extremity ■wee expect the Companies 
and your allowance of. 

The factors then annouiiccd that they had decided to proceed 
to Ispahan for the summer: 

Finding itt a thing so absolutely necessa^ as not to be avoyded 
without the hazarding of all the Companies prevelidgcs ; lor wee 
are informed, not only by our linguist, but by sevcrall others, 
how much the King, Ettoman Dowlatt etc. enquiers after us j and 
should wee not now shew our selves in this condition the Company 
is in, assuredly wee can hardly expect otherwise then premencioned. 

They promised, however, to be as frugal as possible, both in their 
expenses and in the article of presents. They went on to say that 
two Englishmen, named Jennings and Lewis (see p. 5®) had 
arrived at Gombroon in an Indian jiunk; and fearing lest the 
appearance of two independent traders ' might cause these people 
to question us in what nature the Companies affaires stands’, 
they had taken them into the English house, upon their agreeing 
to pay for their diet and to satisfy (if required) the Company for 
its share of the customs on their goods, which had been passed off as 
the Company’s property. Jennings had died on ii April, and Lewis 
was now returning to Surat. The Dutch chief of Ispahan 

Arrived heere the 7th instant; who, before his departure thence, 
was called by the Etamon Dowlatt to buy the Kings silke; who 
gave answere that bee wanted [i.e. lacked] order. 

On 7 June Wcalc, Mil ward, and Daniel proceeded accordingly 
to Ispahin, arriving 19 July ; and from that city they dispatched 
a fresh letter to Surat on Ji August, 1656. Otgher, whom the 
Surat Council had refused to recognize as being still in the Com* 
pany’s service, had proccieded from Gombroon to Basra on his own 
account, but vnih a commission to sell the Company’s house at 
that port, if possible. The Sh^ibandar at Gombroon had proved 
mote amenable than his predeccs.sors, for he had paid over to 
Wealc 700 tOmans on account of the Company's share of the 
customs. At Ispahan the factors had found silk so scarce and dear 
that they dared not purchase any; while as for horses, the com¬ 
petition of the Dutch was making them very expensive. Prices 
of Europe goods were low, but they had decided to get rid of 
their stock at whatever rates they could secure. 
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This King takes his pleasure neere Spahaune in the country^ 
at present being at quictt and noe rumore of warn. It is reported 
lot ccrtaifie that about ten dayes henco ho will come into the cittic j 
when of necessitic we must goc forth to mcete him, and feare shall 
be info reed to pishcash him and Attamaam Dowlaatt; which if we 
be, w*e shall frame our petition soc as to make the best use of it for 
the Companies benifitt. 

This letter was enclosed in one sent to Gombrnaon to await the 
arrival of the Seahi^se from Mokha. In the latter the factors 
advised Rcynardson to sell his coffee at Gombroon instead of 
carrying it to Basra, where prices were said to be low. They 
expressed a hope of sending down a supply of money about 
the end of September, and begged him to wait for it. They also 
enclosed a note of the latest ‘ Europe newes ’ received, and directed 
bis attention to the fear expressed therein of a rupture with the 
Dutch. The enclosure gave such intelligence as had reached 
Consul Riley at Aleppo up to 9 May, and its contents are sufficiently 
interesting to warrant a brief summary. At the beginning of March, 
1656, a Sect of nearly fiftj' sail, under Generals Blake and ‘ Mount- 
acute ' [Montagu], was about to depart from England for the 
Straits. General Lawson had resigned bis commission and had been 
replaced by Captain Boddiloe. The Ltnig, from Sillcbar and Ban¬ 
tam, originally intended for Leghorn, had reached London only 
tW'O-thirds laden, owing to the death of her commander, Elias 
Jourdatn, and thirty-two of her crew. The Spaniards had pro¬ 
claimed war against England j all the English in Spain had been 
ordered to depart within a month, and the importation of English 
commodities had been prohibited. The Dutch bad sold to the 
Spaniards thirty-six new frigates and (it was said) had made the 
young Prince of Orange their general by land and by sea; this 
had ‘ begott bad bloud ’ in England, and a fresh rupture was feared. 
The Protector had concluded a treaty with the King of Sweden, who 
had reduced most of Poland and was expected to make war against 
the Emperor. The Apolh and another French man-of-war had been 
taken by Ruitcr; according to rumour, all Dutch goods in France 
had been sequestrated in reprisal. Sedgwick's fleet had sacked 
Santa Maria and other places in the West Indies and had returned 
to Jamaica. The Portuguese were treating with the Spaniards 
for peace, and it was thought that both powers w^ould combine 
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with the EmperoTj Denmark, HoUandp and the Pope against 
Engl and j France, arid Sweden. The Pope had endeavoured to 
make a general peace among the Catholic princes, but this had 
fallen through and the French ambassadors had left Rome in 
disgusts Disturbances were expected in Italy^ and the Pope was 
strengthening his port of Civita Vccchia. 

To the Company itself Weale and his coUeagues dispatched 
a report on August, forwarding transcripts of their correspon- 
deuce with Surat. 

We have not other busines to in large these then to advise you 
in what a poore ^teeme the Company is now in this place, nay, the 
English nation likwisc i and how after serious constderacion we 
have resolved to indeavour the continueing your privilcdg in 
custorne bowse untell you are pleased to shew these people that 
you will command your right, or cause us to suffer our selves to be 
kickt out of this Kings countrey ; for at present it is almost come 
to that- . . . Since that time [July, 1655] the King, the Atamaam 
Dowlaattj, and some other cheife men have made greate inquirie 
after us, saying they thought there were no such in the kingdome 
of Persia; with some other expressions not well likeing us; 
upon which newes we tooke it into consideracion what was best to 
be don to uphould and mamtayne Your Worships creditt in as 
greate splender as possible now in this low ebb of trad; [and] 
at last resolved there was noe course better then to voyage [to] 
SpahauHj to shew ourselves unto the King, etc,, . - Since our arrive, 
this King is come out of the countrey to his howse in this cittie; 
soe that of neccssitie we must ere long vissitt him etc., and that 
not empty handed ^ . wherein wee shall be as frugal] as possiblcp 

After mentioning the receipt of jotx tOmans out of the Gombroon 
customs, they stated that, in obedience to orders from Surat, they 
had intended to invest their available funds in silk^ but found 
it too bad and too dear to be worth buying. 

This yeare, before our ieavcjng Gumbroone, the Ckaune of that 
pl^e caled the Cheifo of the Dutch unto him, dcsireing on the 
Kings behalfe to know how many ships they could furnish him 
with for an expedicion they intended against the Arabians, as the 
takeing of Muskaatt and some other places. He gave answere that 
he conceived about 15; which we thinke is more then he can 
peri Of me, yet beleiye (if againc desired) vrith 5 or 6 they may. 
Not long after, he invited William Weale to hJs howse, when hee 
tooke occasion to demaund the like from him ; who gave answere 
ihat he could not promise any thing, but must first advise thereof 
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to Your Worships and receive answere, which would take up above 
a yeares time before [he] could procure it ; but he conceived 
you might furnish him with two or three ships \ with which aoswerc 
he seemed satished and said hee would wry to thereof to Atamaam 
Dowlaatt wrhat might be done and in w^hat time. Now, should the 
Dutch hereafter help them with ships aud doe some noteable pcece 
of service^ and w-ee not in a capacitie to doe any thing, it might be 
a mcancs to take from us what priviled^c hetherto we have injoyed 
and be given unto them^ being done in this Kings time, who is 
a young man and ruled by his ownc w ill. But this we leave to your 
mature judgements, desireing your rosolucion herein. If they arc 
furnished w^ith any, they will ilow what [is] reasonabJOp booth for 
ship and men. 

The next letter (17 Sept,) to Surat was signed by Milward and 
Daniel onlyp and announced the death of their chief* 

'The nth present, about noone, it pleased God to take out of 
this life (and, we hope, unto Himselfe) our w^orthy good friendp 
Mr, William Weale^ after a long and tedious sicknes, whieh was of 
above six monthes continuancep still more and more eonsumeing 
away ; which consumption could not bo taken away by helpeof phi- 
sitionsp nor loft him not till his vitalls wero quite waited. The 12th 
in the aftemoonc we buried him, in as decent a manner as wo could* 
The Dutch and Frenchp with all the eheife Armenians in this cittie, 
accompanied his eorpes to the gravCp^ and then returned back 
with us to our howse. We tookc to our selveSp and gave to all 
the servants in the howso (with some Armenians)p mourning, as hee 
before his death desired. 

Particulars were then given of Wealc^s wishes concerning his 
estate and its disposal. Most of the Company's goods had been 
sold, and the proceeds would be carried down to Gombroon. 

This King came into this cittie from his long progress the 20th 
past I when we went out to moeto him, and Mr* Weale also, though 
w'cakc. About a league out of towne wo in count red him ; when 
we made our salam to himp and he saluted us with a nod ; which 
done, wc accompanied him part of the way into the cittie* Since 
which time Abraham geeing to the Atamaam Dowiaatts howse 
(as is necessary once in two or three dayes), he demaunded of him 
whither the English intended to vissitt the King and pishcash 
him ^ to which answere was giv'en, by Mr. Wealcs order, that we 

■ [q ihf Jifurnat tf ikt Efyal Astaiii Switif iot J uly^ i 9 k Col* T* \V. Haig menxicici:; that 
the nurki^ simply * VVillisin W^olc', itill on iKe souifaem side of the AnnmU-n 
Cemetery ftt [ipsdiJlJi- 


se 


EVKKT5 IN PERSIA, 1656 

purposed to pishcash booth the King and himsolfe. Soc that, 
though Mr, Woale be dead, yet wo cannot but performe what he 
promised. . , , 

The letter also gave the intelligence that Otghei had died at 
Basra on S August. He had sold the English house to the B 3 sha, 
but the latter repented of his bargain, took back his money, and 
‘ would none of the howse 

The storji'' is continued in a letter froin Milward and Daniel 
to the Company, dated at Shir^ 7 Ko'Vcmbcr, 1656. After men¬ 
tioning the death of Wcale, they announced that, having sold all 
their goods, they left Ispahan on 33 October and reached ShlrSz 
on 3 November. Their further journey to Gombroon was being 
hindered by rain, 

That hath continued ever since our comeing hither, in such 
violence that there is above a thousand howses falcn down and 

many people killed-The 30th September we . . . presented this 

King to the amount of 23,000 and odd shahecs, and to the Atamaam 
Dowlaatt 8,399 shahees; ^ which was of booth well accepted, 
though much more expected from us, by reason the English that 
were in Asphahaune the last ycare promised that this yearc would 
be presented a large pishcash. The King admitted us into his 
presence and gave us that honour to kiss his foote, and then 
invited us to sup with him ; wheare wo siitt in his presence about 
three how'crs. He fipakc but little to us j oncly this, that we were 
Wellcome, but wondred hcc had not secnc us in so long time before ; 
promiseing us that we should bee used with courtesie and receive 
what priviledges we formerly have had. In respect of which his 
faire promises and our courteous usage in custome howse the 
passed ycare by the Shawbander, caused us not to preferr any 
petition to His Majestic, boulding it altogether unnecessary. 
Attarnaam Dowlaatt alsoe hath not ben sparing verbally to tell us 
that we shall not faile of those priviledges and respect which we have 
alwayes enjoyed, and tf any busines happen "with him, hce will 
manifest hitnselfe our friend. There is one Zimshcere Bcague 
[Shamsher chosen Shawbander for this insucing ycare. Hee 
hath ben an omccr in the Kin^ howse many yeares, and hath a good 
report for an honest man. Some few dayes before ourc Icaveing 
Asphahaune, we gave him a visit att his howse ; whoe entertained 
us very respectively with a bankett, and tould us that Aatamam 
llowlaatt had spoke much unto him on our behalfes for our siviti 
and well usage at Bunder (Gombroon]; which his injunction hcc 

' Ai fourpcnce ^jtr th«e tuim cume 1* aboet 383/. ftnd 140^, mpKtiwIy, 


eg 


EVENTS IN PERSIA, 165^ 

would not failo to comply withp and att hi^ comcmg into Bunder we 
shotild finds that he will rather add then deminish thereunto. Wo 
wish he prove but according to his words. It U the customo of 
a Persian to promise much, but in performance to come latr short. 

Meanwhile Reynardaon in the Seahorse had reached Gombroon 
in the middle of August. He disposed of all his coffee at fio shahis 
per maund of 33 lb,, and then sailed for Surat, without waiting 
for the money from Ispahan. He was obsessed by a fear that 
hostilities had broken out between England and Holland ; and 
finding, when he got as far ^ Cape Musandam^ that he was appar¬ 
ently being followed by a Dutch ship^ he put back again to Gom¬ 
broon* He then sent to the Dutch factors to know whether they 
had heard of any outbreak of war. Their reply was in the negative, 
but they declined to give a written assurance ; and Reynardson's 
fears TiVere increased by the fact that the Dutch w^cre w'amLng the 
merchants who had put their money and goods on board the 
Seahorse that, if the latter were captured, everything in her would 
be confiscated. Thereupon the merchants insisted on disembarking 
their property; and Rcynardson, in an equal panic, landed his 
treasure and sent away the Seahorse empty on 2o Septomber. 
On 2 October he wrote aXresh to Surat^ saying that 

Our neighbours the Dutch have given out that they have received 
advices that there is warrs againc with us, but that it will not be 
of any continuance, their Estates liaveing sent ambassadors to the 
Lord Protector to salve up the busines if possible,, allcadging that 
what vessells were sould the Spaniard was by particular men and 
without the States knowledge, 

Roynardson's anxiety on this score was soon relieved, for, wTiting 
to Surat on 17 October^ he was able to announce that the Dutch 
had declared that ‘ all is well againe^ and that there is no warns" , 
The strain^ however, had doubtless told upon him and had assisted 
the pestilential clirnatc of Gombroon to do its deadly work* Mil- 
ward and Daniel, journeying leisurely down from Shiraz with their 
caravan, were met at Lar by a messenger who presented a note 
from Rcynardson, in which he said that ho feared he should not 
live three da^^- On receipt of this, Mihvard hurried dow-n to 
Gombroon, where he arrived 24 Novembert only to find that Roy* 
nardson had died four days earlier. This intelligence w:as sent to 
Surat (29 Nov.) and to the Company (2 Dec.)* 
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In the second of these letters ]^lj]ward and Daniel agreed that 
three factors would be suflident to perform all the business the 
Company was likely to have in Persia * but they demurred to the 
orders issued that these factors were to reside coustantiy at Gom* 
broon: 

Except we shew our sdves some tlm^ at court, we shall not long 
enjoy those priviledges m Bunder which hitherto we have, espetially 
in this ebb of your trade, as formerly advised you. And besides wc 
question not but, in comiseracion of your poore ser\^ant 3 heere, 
which in the best time of the yeare undergoes many sore brunts 
of sicknes in this unwholesome clymerit, in times of the heates you 
will lyoence our departure for three or four monthes, if not to 
Asphahaune, yet so farr from Bunder as the infectious aire may not 
reach us; from whence the verry inhabitants fly to preserve their 
lives. 

The Gombroon factors were not without hopes that the 
which reached Surat on 17 October, would be sent back again 
to fetch them and their money; but that vessel, ten days after 
her arrival, was condemned as unseaworthy. On learning this^ 
they, in December, embarked the treasure on board the Agr^emaU 
and another vessel bound for Surat. Augustine Swallow, who had 
atayed with Reynardson when the Seakorsi departed, took his 
passage in the Agreemefit^ carrying with him a letter from the other 
two factors (15 Dec.), which contains nothing of interest, save 
perhaps the intimation that, under orders from Surat^ the money 
expended by Weak in relieving the Portuguese refugees had been 
charged to his estate. 


THE COROMANDEL COAST, 1656 

Some account has already been given of the startling events that 
marked the close of 1^55 and the beginning of the following year— 
the defection of Mir Jumla^ the invasion of Golconda by Aurangsieb, 
and the conclusion by Abdullah Kutb Shah of a humiliating 
peace; and it has been remarked that^ but for the disappearance 
of the Madras register of letters received, we might have had some 
interesting particulars from the pen of Thomas Symonds, who was 
in Golconda at this period. From two letters, however, of rather 
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later date, we team $oinethJiig of the subsequent events there. 
The first of these is a note froin Madras to the Surat factors, dated 
i6 July, 1656, which says : 

By the late news from Mr. Simonds in Gulcondah (and confirmed 
by two of our English formerly lent the Nabob, and with much 
adoe obteined leave to return), that King is much busied in fortc- 
fieing his castle and levelling all the houses and hills for four miles 
compasse, to prevent any advantage [that] may acrew to the enemy 
towards its annoyance. As for the citty, it is in a manner desolate, 
especiallie of merchants. 

Symonds had, therefore, been directed to return to M^ulipatam, 
leaving his remaining goods in the hands of a broker for sale, or 
else taking them with him. The second letter (a Aug.) is from 
Symonds himself, written when fom'arding the first to Surat, 
In this he reports that he is about to start for Masulipatam, after 
experiencing much trouble in getting his money, owing to the King 
having imprisoned the shroffs. He adds : 

This long imprisoned King at last returned to his citty, after 
(by report^ the receipt of good news from the Mogull, who they 
say kecpcs the Nabob by him and will not permitt him to returne 
to these countryes againc, and hath given him all the Curnatt 
[Carnatic] country to his disposall and seven yeares tribitt free. 
This is reported for truth; whither soe or noe, [ 1 ] knowc not. But 
for certaine hee [i.e, Mir Junda] hath lately sent an army of nmre 
10,000 horse to take possession of Cumatt, and at his comeing into 
the citty had not lease then 50,000 horse and foote, richly acoutred, 
which are sdl in pay, that marched before him. 

The story regarding the disposal of the Carnatic was in effect 
true. Abdullah Kutb Shah had done his best to retain that rich 
province, which had been conquered on his behalf by the Nawib ; 
but Shah JahSn decided that it must be treated as Mir Jumla's 
jogfr, held directly from the emperor, and the Golconda monarch 
was ordered to recall his officers from the province."^ As a Madras 
letter of 7 July, 1656 (written, it is true, before the decision was 
known there], says: 

As for this country about us, tis indifferrent quiett; continue!ng 
yett under the Nabobs goverment, whose officers still remaine in 
theirc places of command, though the army bee much Icssncd by 
his departure. 

* S« Phjfcswr Eirkflr** AuKHSJtb, ^'d 1. i. p. 
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Nor this the only mortification inflicted upon the defeated 
monarch ; for he was forced to allow his revolted vassal to con¬ 
tinue, through his agents, his vast trading operations in the kingdom 
of Golconda. This is noted in a letter from Madras of 10 November, 
1656, which remarks, speaking of the Naw&b : 

Yet doe his factors negotiate in Pallecatt, Metchlepatam etc, 
places of Cuttubshawes dominion, by vertue of the Moghors power. 

As w‘c have seen, it was on 8 July, that Mir Jumla was 

received with such favour at Delhi and had high honours con¬ 
ferred upon him by the emperor. That within about a month 
the English factors at Madras should have inflicted upon the 
new Wazir a serious affront might seem incredible ; and it is only 
to be accounted for a mixture of ignorance and recklessness. For 
one thing, the uncertainty as to the continuance of the Company 
may have made its ser^'ants less careful of its interests; for another, 
Delhi was fat distant, and the factors were not w'ithout hopes that 
the Nawab would never see the Carnatic again. On 30 July their 
colleagues at Masulipatam wrote to Surat that rumours were 
current of the death of Mir Jumla; and in any case as late as 
to November, 1656, Green hi 11 and Chambers believed that he had 
been sent by Aurangzeb to Shah Jahan virtually as a prisoner, and 
that ‘ hcc's now in the hands of one that knowes how to rule him 
and his estate better then the Gholcondah king Moreover, the 
Hindus in the Carnatic, encouraged (it is said) from Golconda, 
were beginning to revolt against the Nawab's officials, and there 
was a strong expectation that the Chandragiri R^ja would recover 
his ancestral throne. In these circumstances the two factors, 
abutted by Edward Winter, determined to seize a vessel belonging 
to the Naw 5 b as it passed Madras on its way back from the Red 
Sea with (they hoped) a large amount of money on board, and to 
hold it as security for the claims they had against him. Ostensibly 
these were for wrongs inflicted upon tlie Company, but there is little 
doubt that the factors’ private interests were chiefly concerned. 

The plan thus formed was quickly put into execution. As the 
junk came lumbering past Fort St. George, a boat borrowed from 
a private ship shot out with a number of Englishmen, who quickly 
mastered the astonished crew and brought the vessel Into the road. 
The full story, as written to the Company by Grcenhill and 
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Chambers on 10 November. 1656, may be given in their own words. 
The Nawab's absencCi they said. 

gave occasion to Gentues risfiing in several! places of this kmgdome, 
some part whereof is reduced to the King and Nagues obedience, 
who hath sunt forces into these quarters and are now at the 
scidge of Pallecatt and Punnamalee. What the issue wUbee, wee 
know not; but tis certaine the Nabobs party are very much 
dishcartned and weakc; the Vizadores [here called Talliarrs’) 
not only falling from their late obedience, but togither betraying 
their lords. As those about Santomay did by Bailiraw, the Nabobs 
Govern our of that place and Punnamalee, and after they had 
piLlaged him to his eloathes and seized the Nabobs elephants, to 
the number of zo, besides 16 of other particuler Moore merchants, 
brought him and them to this towns as prisoners ; where they yet 
rutnaine. and soe are like, till the countrey bee better settled. At 
which wee have much more reason to rcjoyce then complaine, in 
respect of the intollerable injuries aud affronts off red us by the 
Nabobs ministers in all places, but more especially by the said 
Balliraw, as in stopping our goods, abuseing our merchants, raiseing 
the juncans or customes round about, not suffering our people or 
selves to buy any paddy or rice in the countrey, not so much as to 
serve the ejcpence of our Fort or kitebin. nor ought must bee sold 
here but Mfhat his people brings, and that at their owne rates, which 
is 50 per cent, or thereabouts more than what it might bee had for 
in 3 or 4 English miles of this place ; to which end hcc procured the 
government of Punnamalee. surrounding and feeding us from hand 
to mouth, that if at any time wee should not conform® to his will, 
bee might force a coraplyance ; of which and many other indignities 
wee complained divers tyraes to the Nabob, but could never have 
reddress. V\^ereupon, finding a convenient opportunity by the 
Gentues riscing, and his Mocho junck riding before Santomey, wee 
rwolved to seize upon her. (And this, upon her] weighing from 
thence and passing by this road, was by the Joitatkans assistance 
put in execution, and [she] brought to an anchor before the Fort, 
hopeing to meetc with store of the Nabobs treasure ; but neither 
by searching the ship or examining the laskarrs and passengers 
can wee find any belonging to him ; and this they have given under 
their hands, saying the Nabob, by of Surrat, enordered all his 
estate to stay at Mocho ; upon which the treasure that had been 
shipt aboard was remanded on shoarc. How true the story is, wee 
know not - for there may bee wealth enough hidden aboard and wee 
nerc the wiser, shee having in her (by estimation) above 300 tonnes 

1 This urm, usually oppli«l ’Hatthmen, iwjbs Hctc to mean the villeee bn*iisen. The 
PtirtupicK nsttiisr iinspeetor m h loowlif used in the iame «pse. 
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of ballast, and so many divisions or bnlke heads fiJJd with old 
ropes, cauJking stuffc, etc. Jumber, which wee had not tyme to 
cieare her of here ; for, (sheel wanting cables and anchors, [weej 
durst not detame her longer, [and] therefore sent her to winter at 
Jatnapatam upon CeiJon, perteyning to the Portugall ? where wee 
hope shee is safely a^ived, with 3,000 rials put aboard her, to 
tnmmc and fitt her with grownd tackle, rigging, etc. ., , and the 
remaining stock to bee invested in chey,» elephants, betclenutts, etc. 
course trade, and to returne hither with the first of the monsone, in 
January or February next. 

They added rather ruefully that the ship was the only booty 
they had secured; for though certain parcels of silver had been 
brought ashore by the master and crew, these were claimed to be 
the personal property of the former: 

In which respect wee have not as yett broake their scales, but 
oeferre their opening untill wee bee better informed to whome 
they belong or thecountrey settled in the Gentue Kings possession, 
^ich would not only secure us from future trouble but much 
advance your affaires in these parts, for some good service wee 
have done him in assisting Conar Cittce [Koneri Chetti], his 
gcncrall for these quarters; which busines, if the success bee 
sutable to the beginning, this place will bee better worth your 
owmng then ever 


This account may be supplemented by an extract from Chamber’s 
narrative, a portion of which has been already quoted on p. 41. 
It must be remembered, how'cver, that Chamber was one of those 
concerned in the seizure of the junk, and he is therefore by no means 
an impartial witness. After mentioning the frequent applications 
made to Mir Jumla for redress of grievances and his failure to 
answer them, the narrative continues : 


In the interim we hearinge that Sidelce [Mir Sayyid Alii was 
come from the Nabob to take the government of these parts uppon 
hitn, therefor we writt to him, acquainting him with our ereevancM ■ 
who answered that the Nabob had shewen him all the letters 
wntt to him, and that within ten dayes he would come to our 
townc and hrare how things went, and settle them as formerly 
they were. Whose comeing we expecting for four moncths together 
Titemg sevcrall tymes to him that, if he would not come himscife’ 

bv differences may be ended r which ncithc^ 

b> his cominge himselfe nor by any other means he endeavoured 


^ Chtt)v ^ yieMing a rtd 
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to eflfect j still more and more iatreasin^e in his inso¬ 

lent yes. In which tymc arrived the Nabobs jounke from Mecca, 
the taking of which we thought would be a means to end all this 
strife ; which accordingly tooke. Mersidelee, hearing thereof 
writt to us to lett the shipp goe; to whom we answ^ered that, unJes 
our affairs could goe forward without hinderance as formerly, 
we would not lett her goe. He sctidmg his kinsman Mamdalce 
Beague [Mahmfid Ali Beg] hither to tell us that he would be here 
shortly to decide all differences, in the interim desireing the jounke 
may be freed; to which we told him w'o would not agree till 
Mersidelee came here himselfe and end all. Who afterwards came 
here himselfe, not with any intent to right our wrongs we dayly 
suffered, but to inquire about the jounke ; w^hom asked what 
course we should take, if be, being now here, would not doe us 
right ; who answered that whatsoever was done here to us was done 
by the Nabobs order and that, till he had order from him to the 
eontraryc, he could not doe anythingein our busincsse; to whom we 
answered that, if he could doe nothings in our affairs till the Nabobs 
order, why [had] he demanded the jounke before his order; who, 
being angry, went from hence to St. Thoma, where he and Ballaraw 
taking counccll together besieged the townc ; att which tyme 
the Nabob was arrived att Dultabab.^ Alsoe it was reported that 
the King of Gulcondah had lett the countrey of Camaticum again 
to the Roylaes;® uppon ’which the Kinge of the Jentues father 
in law, called V^engum Rajah, with a partye of souldierg tooke parte 
of the countr^T, and came to Foddapollium. which newes when 
Sidelco heard, not raising the siege nor comeing hither, returned 
to Pullecatt. The aforesaid Vengum Rajah, having gathered the 
Tallyers together, went thither alsoe to fight against it; who 
wTitt hither to Cannar Shette, he being formerly a serv^ant to the 
Roylaes, that he should gather people together and seize uppon 
the countrey of Finnamelle ; wrho, according to this order, went 
and layd hold on Ballaraw, keeping him prisoner; which when 
Agent Greenhill heard, he required the said Connar Shette, being 
an inhabitant in our townc, least he should hurt the aforesaid 
Ballaraw* and it should be thought (he being an cnemye to us) 
that it w’as through our doeings, that he would deliver him into 
his proteccion; to whom afterw^ard we allowed an house and 
maintenance, WTiicb nerves w*hen Kishnapa Naguc ^ heard, be sent 
Lingum Naindu with a partye of horse and foot to take Connar 
Shette; with whom ncarc Punnamelk for t’wo or three dayes they 

■ Daulsitiih&d. MTr Jumlft vm ihen taking part in Uk ounpaigti 

^ The Chandra^i RiLjtt (Sri Rfingi III). 

" Po»ibir PcddmmilqKtt^ {n suburb of u TnccLnfc. 

^ Typ^lki KrUhnippa Nflvukp wu tit the head yf MTr Jumin'i foitts. 
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had sevcraU skimiishca; after which Vjfigurri Rajah, that lay 
before PuIIccatt, went and joyned with Connar Shette; and being 
not able to give fight to the said Lmgum Nague, carne hither, the 
other partye following them, the one pitching on this side the river 
and the other on the other side ; Lirvgum Naguc sending a pewne 
to the Agent to informe him that he was not come against the 
towne, but to make peace with Connar Shette and VJngum Rajah, 
and carry them with him; wheroFor he would that we should not 
oppose him, he having nothing to say to us. Uppon which the 
Agent gave order that there should be noe guns fired till he saw 
further what would come of it. After which, about three of the 
clocke, Lingum Nague fell uppon Connar Shettes and Vengum 
Nainducs partic, driveing them into the towne and pursueing after 
them into the towne, burning and robbing of houses and taking the 
Companies cloth and goods ; to whom the Agent sent to tdl them 
tliat this was not as they promised ; wherefor he would use means 
to force them out of the towne; uppon which they retreated out 
of shott of the Fort. Sidelee afterwards coming hither to make 
peace between Lingnm Nague and us, saying that he was a mer¬ 
chant and, if wc would take his councell, he would make upp the 
difference between us; to whom we answered that, if there was 
satisfaccion made for the Companies goods taken away, the debt 
Connar Shette owed, and what was pi undr cd in the towne, we would 
take his councell; which he promised he would see made, if we 
would deliver the green stone to himaboe telling us that the 
Nabob was a comingc, att whose a 4 rTivaJl he would speake to him 
in our behalfe that satisfaccion should be made for our losses ; 
but for that was plundred in tho towne, when the jounkc we 
tonkc \vas returned from Japhnapatam, he would agree about it; 
as alsoe that, if the Nabob arrived not here in two moneths, he 
would returne the stone again. Uppon whose word, he being 
a merchant, whom we thought would not lye, we delivered upp 
Connar Shette, Vengum Rajah, Ballaraw, with the noquoda 
[master: fuakhu/a] and good? that came In the jounke, alsoe the 
stone, paintings, and clay [chay ?] Connar Shette brought hither ; 
affording him his desires in any things that lay in our power. Who 
after the receiving of these things, returned to hia tent, where 
making a search amongst his people for the cloth of the Companies 
and goods plundred in the towne, gathering them together under 
pretence of delivering them to us again, went hia way with them, 
sending backe MamdiUce Beague to require an accompt of all things 
between ua ; to whom we gave an accompt of what the Company 
had lost, what was plundred in the towne, alsoe an accompt of the 
customes; who told us that he would carry it to Sidelee and send us 
what was our due; but we never as yet received any thinge from him. 
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This narrative, it will be seen, gives no dates, and hence we are 
unable to determine exactly how far it carries us. Some additional 
light, however, is thrown on the course of events by references in 
the factors' letters. Thus, one addressed from Madras to Surat 
on at October, 1656, after narrating the seizure of the Nawib’s 
junk, says: 

This act of ours was much resented by his governors, especially 
him of Punnamalee and Myleapore [i.c;. Maliapur], who, not 
prevaling by tr^ty for our surrender back of the shipp, debarr[edj 
people from bringing any provisions to our towne ; but he soone 
after sued for pacification and drew away his guards which he had 
placed in villages round about us. And about three dayes after 
himseife was seized upon and brought to this towne, with 36 
elephants, great and smale, belonging to the Nabob; and all the 
country here abouts (Punnamalee castle excepted) rendred to the 
jentu Kings obedience, who now, in the Nabobs absence, is up in 
armes for the recovering of his kingdome, and hath already recovered 
a large part. 

Next, from a letter sent by the Madras factors to Bantam, 
dated 5 November, wc learn that 

AH these countries that were formerly conquered by the Nabob 
are now of late (in his absence at the Mogul is court) upon the revolt, 
the Jentuc King with diverse Nagues being in armes; some of 
whose forces are now at the seidge of Paleacatt, where tis said 
most of the Nabobs riches are stowed. Here is nothing but takeing 
and rrtakeingof places, with parties of both sides in all places; soe 
that tis very dangerous giving out monies for goods in these tymes. 
But wee hope ere long 'twilbe better settled, especially for us, if the 
King recovers hb countrey. 

And finally we have the report made to the Company by Green- 
hill and Chamber on aS January, 1657: 

The warres in these parts have been an exceeding htndcrance 
to the progress of your busines in this place ; and the more through 
the treachery of Conarcitty, whome the Jentue King made his 
generall in, these parts about Punnomalee ; which castle might have 
been easily brought in subjection, but bee delayed the time untill 
the Nabobs party had united their forces and formed a body to 
overpower him ; whereupon hec basely fledd to this towne with his 
army. The enemy pursuing him at the hecles entred with them 
the x&th passed month, burning some thatcht howses that were 
furthest of and plundering others, to the great damma^e of the 
Jentue inhabitants, who for the most part immediatly left the 
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townc and their howsc& for a prey; which might have bin preser\'cd 
by Conar Citteca souldiers, that were numenous as the others, 
had they but stayed to make good the outworkes, which were 
lately made dcfcnciblc and four pieces of ordnance out of the 
j^aboba junck planted thereon. But the amazed ■wTetches came all 
fiboute the Fort for shelter, and the enemy retreated (having lost 
^bout 30 men in this broylc) about a milo of on the further side of 
the river by the toddy trees of Vippere [Vepery |; with whom the 
next day weo began to treats, which continued a fortnight, and at 
it was agreed that wee should restore w'hatsoever wee had of 
the Nabobs in our custody, and on the other side wee to enjoy 
our pri viledges as formerly ; w^hich, considering our present weaknes 
for Tvant of Englishmcnp though wee tooke a competent number of 
ntestizes [haif^castes t Portp and blacks into pay, whomc 

\vee could not soo well confide on, [wee] thought best to submitt 
unto and awayt a fitter opportunity of vindication. Notwith¬ 
standing, in this suddaine and unexpected burly wee susteyned 
^ double damage, whereof one was in monies lent Conarcittce at 
the Kings rec|ue5t upon pawncs (after forced from us) : the other, 
all our cloth at the washers w'as plundered, being a large quantity 
, . besides the loss of time for curing the remaining cloth. And 
Although the army hereupon presently rose and disperst themselves, 
jcaving us at liberty, yet have wx^e Htle trust in the promises on 
their part, who already begin to breake covenant, and w'ce are 
confident, should they prevaik against the Gentue King, w^ould 
put us to further trouble; which makes to rctainc in pay such of 
the towncs people as are serviceable for defence of the Fort, seeing 
^ce have but a dozen English that can bcarc armes, and these 
freighted ships (especially the Mayjhwgr] will not spare us in this 
necessity somuch as one man, or ought else conduccing to the 
preservation of this your Fort, ^ ^ , [Wee] cannot but remember 
Your Worshipps of our sadd and weakc condition in these trouble¬ 
some times, when sometimes the one, sometime the other party 
prove altcrnatly victorious, and bctweenc them both draw a miser¬ 
able ruine on the countrey. Nor are our Dutch neighbours in 
pullecatt altogether secure, for all their strength, should the 
Gentue King overcome, who yet is able to counterpoize the Nabobs 
party and may happily gett the day at last, if the Nabob come not 
jn person to conserve his conquest; which is much to bee doubted, 
though his party report that hee is on the way from Agra as farre 
aS Brampore with a formidable army ; but tis supposed Vissaporc 
[BijapurJ will take him up by the way. As for Conarcittce, hce 
fcnderd himscife up to the Moores as a prisoner, but ^^"as received 
in state by the comanders with more then accustomed honour in 
such cases ; which, considered with his alliance and ncere relation 
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to Topa Kistnapa^ the Nabobs generally togither with other 
circumstances and observationa in hi$ present deport and con¬ 
tinued respect from ditto Kistnapa, arc sufficient to ground the 
gencrall suspicion of his betraying the Kings army ■ as perchance 
hee would have done this Fort, under pretence of defending it 
against the enemy, had wee let him In with 2 or 300 men, as hee 
very importunately desired, and threatned to kill all his w'omcn^ 
should wee deny it. But it pleased God to direct us better then to 
trust him with such a power^ that wee might too soone have 
repented. 

It will be seen from the above extract that, while the English 
sympathized with and to some extent aided the Hindus in their 
revolt against Mir Jumla^ the Dutch at Pulicat^ though not actively 
interfering, leant to the side of the latter. A letter from Batavia, 
written tow'ards the end of January, 1657 [Hague Transcripts, 
scr. i. voL .xxL no. 612), gives sorne additional particulars. It 
says that the Chandragirl Raja with an army of 5 ,000 men captured 
the pagoda of Tirupati, and then designed the conquest of the 
districts of Conjeeveram, Chinglcput, ^ Carmigaelypatam \ and 
Pulicat. He wrote secretly to the Dutch chief at the last^namccl 
place, asking him to secure for him the Nawab’s treasure [which 
had presumably been hurried thither for safety), or at least to 
prevent its being carried away by sea^ R^T^ly made that the 
Dutch had no jurisdietion in the town of Pulicat, which was 
guarded by the Nawab^s troops. The Raja then besought the 
Dutch to remain neutral in the event of his attacking the place ; 
but to this they answered that they were under a contract with the 
Naw 5 .b to assist him in such a case. 

From these warlike themes we turn now to the more prosaic 
subject of commerce- For the first five months of 1656 the factors 
on the Coromandel Coast had little to record. At the beginning 
of Juno arrived (by way of Surat) a letter from the Company dated 
24 September, idss, announcing that they had hired the May- 
for a voyage to Madras and Bengal, and giving directions for 
an investment for her return cargOp During June a number of 
private ships made their appearance from England on their way 
to Bengal, and with them came the aforesaid Mayfiotver, with 
Henry Watkins as supercargo. She brought about 20,000 rials 
of eight, but goods ; and from her captain was received another 
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letter from the Company, dated 14 I>cccmbcr, 1655* T^is directed 
that the return lading should consist chiefly of fine calicoes (which 
were itt demand homc),i supplemented, if necessary, by Bengal 
goods, for which purpose the ship might be sent on to the Bay. 
The factors at Madras were exhorted to keep down their expenses 
and to do their best to forestall the interlopers both in the pro’ 
vision of goods and in the dispatch of the vessel on her homo’^ard 
voyage, in order that she might ' take the benifitt of the first 
markett 

Though the Committees had made no allusion in these letters 
to the fact that they now recognized no * President and Council ’ 
but only an * Agent and Factors' at Madras or Surat, the ch^ge 
was not left unnoticed by Greenhill and Chamber, who, writing 
to their Surat colleagues on 7 July, 165^* • 

It seems the Company will have noc Presidents, havcing declpied 
that title to all places; and to say the truth, the condicion of theirc 
trade and proporcion of wages to theire servants doth not b«omc 
the name, nor will whilcst the trade of India lyes open to all inter¬ 
lopers ; whereof about 20 saile are reported to come out this ycare 
for your parts, this coast, and the South'wards, brides the Lom- 
palsies three, vj 7 t. JSogif, and the 

Similarly^ in answering the Company on lo November, 1656^ 
the Madras factors wrote that the Agmt at Bantam had informed 
them of hh resignation, 

That wee might take some order for your ^aires in those parts j 
but for giveing them any orders* wee conceive ourselves deprived 
of that power by your letters overland, and each Agency left to 
accompt for its owne accions ; Of, should wee have presomed so 
farre* yet might wee have just cause to suspect their obedience. 

The same view was evidently taken at Bantam, the factors at 
which place informed the Company (9 March* i& 57 ) that, learning 
by letters recently received from the Court that Madras had been 
reduced to * its former Agency they as$umed that henceforth 
Bantam was to bo independent, and they had consequently made 
out their account current direct with London. 

For the relading of the about too tons of goods had 

already been secured on the Coast; the remaining 150 i^cre to be 
obtained in Bengal, in the shape of saltpetre, piece-goods, and 
white sugar. To provide these* 10,000 rials of eight were set aside, 
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and the Mayfiffsefr sailed for Masulipatam and Bengal about 9 July, 
the management of the voyage being committed to Watkins, 
Leigh, and Stevenson. She duly reached Masulipatam, where 
on 24 July a sad accident occurred Her master, William White, 
and others were going on board in a country boat, when it overset 
on the bar and Leigh, Watkins, and Bradgate were drowned. 
Their companions managed with much difficulty to get ashore, 
having owed their escape to the fact that they were imprisoned 
under the overturned boat, which retained sufficient air to keep 
them alive until the boat floated near the shore, w hen they crept 
from under her and waded through the surf,*^ Edw'ard Winter, 
as the Company's representative at Masulipatam, thereupon 
appointed Thomas Stevenson and William Taylor to take over the 
management of the voyage, with the assistance of Timothy Cart¬ 
wright \ and the Mayjloi0tr left for Bengal on 26 July. 

On 22 August the Thrte Brothers returned to Madras from 
Bantam (via Masulipatam); and on the following evening a private 
ship, the Marigold, from the same port anchored in the roads, On 
board of her was Frederick Skinner, the late Agent at Bantam, 
who had resigned his post in consequence of charges made against 
h im by the su pete argocs of the Three Brothers, Skinn crwas i nvited 
to come ashore, but refused, evidently fearing a trap; and the 
Marigold departed for Masulipatam * without saluting the Fort 
with any ordnance, according to the usual I custome obscr\'ed by 
all other shipping' (Madras to Bantam, 5 November, 165b), 
A consultation was held and orders wore dispatched to Masuli¬ 
patam to demand from Skinner the deposit of a large sum of money 
as security for the claims made against him on behalf of the Com¬ 
pany, failing which he was to be arrested and sent to Madras. The 
Masulipatam factors accordingly seized him and placed him on 
board the Benjamin, another private ship, for conveyance to Fort 
St. George; but on the way Skinner, finding the Marigold close 
at hand, escaped to her (23 SepL) by sliding dowm a rope into 
her boat. Her captain refused to give up the fugitive and bore 
up for the Danish settlement of Tranquebar, the authorities of 
which also declined to surrender him. From thence Skinner 

^ Set Love'i tf/ (voK. i. p. tto)* where two imrritivta of tliii extxi.^ 

ordLpwry occurrence W piiiilftl at 


102 


THE COROMANDEL COAST, 1656 


relieved his mind by writing to the ^[ad^as factory in lenns which 
the latter found * scandalous ^ and then he sailed for Bantam 
with the intention of resuming his post as Agent. 

These and other matters were dvvdt upon in a letter from 
Madras to the Company (10 November, 1656), portions of which 
have been quoted elsewhere. The miscellaneous topics mentioned 
included the dissolution of the factory in Pegu^ whither Edward 
Winter had sent the E^cpidiiton (now named the Prosperity), 
which he had bought from the Company in ib55. Of the factors 
at Syriam, Robert Cooper obeyed orders by coming aw^ay in 
a Dutch ship; but William Jearsey insisted on waiting to return 
in the ProsperUy, ‘ for the creditt of the nation (as hee said), beeing 
an EngJish ship *. Lrp to the time of wTiting, however, nothing 
had been heard of her at Madras, and the factors gloomily remem¬ 
bered that W^inter's vessels were mostly tinlucky. As already 
noted, when buying the Expedition^ Winter had bound himself 
to find a ship which should carry a cargo to Bantam for the 
Company ; and he had therefore fitted out the tFfufrr Frigaie and 
dispatched her for that port on 16 May, 1656. Bad weather, 
however, forced her to give over the voyage and land her cargo 
again. The Madras factors proci^ded to narrate the arrival of 
several private ships, of which the 

Spent a months lyme on this coast before shee appeared in this 
road, having touched at all the considerable ports, as Kegapatam, 
Trigambarr [i.c. TranquebarJ, and Porto Novo, buying up all 
soites of cloth, white or brownc, though never so badd conditioned, 
enhaunccing the prizes of these manufactures and abasing the 
value of kad and broadcloth that it wrili hardly yeild them 
their prime cost in England. Also ryalb of eight and all silver 
in gcnerall are at a very low csteeme; for though those Your 
Worshipps sent out on the ship AJayflower bee verj' good, yet can 
wee liardly put them off at 18 for lo new pagodas, and in Mctchk- 
patam scarse 2I for an old pagoda; by %vhich mtes you may per¬ 
ceive the loss on that specie, and on the other side computatc your 
gaines, had you bcenc pleased to convert the some into gold, the 
one yeliding here 5 or fi per cent* proffitt according to bookc ratc,^ 
and the other at ditto rate 12 per cent, loss, 

* From 0 private TcU-ct fmm 10 JiLnuai}% 1657* isc kam thni tliiw ttjc Cam* 

11 home sfEht om |o Chamber l^iL Ss. ilk gold for purpew prlvntc Imdc,. 
yind this, whtii coinid m MndiiUp pddttl C-j&l tinr pagodoj. At nW ' hQc\x mtc!' ol Ss* 
cajch for the kttcTf Ihc irofi&dction £iiVG a profit of JO per ten E. 
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The gold coins brought from Mocassar by the Three Bratiiers 
produced, when coined into new pagodas, a profit of about J 3 per 
cent. That vessel, after leaving her pepper to be sent home in 
the Mayfiower, took in piece-goods, saltpetre, and indigo, and on 
22 November sailed for England, carrying the letter from which 
we have been quoting. She reached Plymouth towards the end 
of May, 1657. 

The Mayfioyeer did not return to Madras from Balasorc and 
Masulipatam until 15 January, 1G57. She was already partly 
laden, and the task of embarking the piece-goods, &c., awaiting 
her at the Fort was soon completed. She was therefore able to 
start at the end of January on her homeward voyage, which took 
seven months. By her Grccnhill and Chamber sent a letter, dated 
28 January', 1657, in which they supplemented their recent report 
and answered further the letters received from the Company by 
the Mayfivwer, In obedience to the instructions from home, they 
had endeavoured to sell the houses at Madras belonging to the late 
William Gurney; * but chapmen for such ware are not easily 
found in these troublesome tymes and meanw^hitc they w'cre using 
them as warehouses for the Company’s goods. Greenhill was 
evidently much annoyed at the favourable view* taken by his 
employers of the two Brahmans, and at the threatened enforcement 
of his guarantee of certain debts. If the Company expected him 
to make good these, he thought that his salary should be raised to 
the amount allowed to his predecessors, ' being assured (and can 
prove it), that hec hath done you as good service as any other ’. 
The piece-goods prD\-ided for the Mayflower at Masulipatam bad 
cost about 5,334 old pagodas, which Winter had brought to 
account in bis books at loj fanams the new pagoda and 5! fananrs 
per rial of eight: 

Whereby you may please easily to compute the high value of 
old pagodes and the abasement of rialls; and soe not hee mistaken 
in the just price of your goods bought in these scverall factories, 
every 10 pagodes old being above i.ii ditto new and above 27J 
rialls ; which, according to booke rate, maketh great loss in these 
bookes now sent unto us on the Ma'^awer, which wee have not 
time to traiKcribe, ... To avoyde this great apparance of loss in 
accompts and errours in reduction of monies, [wee shall] cnorder 
Mi. Winter to kccpc the accompts of that factory in new pagodes ; 
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which may bee called the only standard money of the countrey, lor 
all other coynes rise and fall at the pleasure of shcroffs and mony 
changers. 

There had been fresh trouble with the two Brahmans, who had 
been placed under restraint at Masulipatam, and bad then made 
certain accusations against Christopher Yardley. Thereupon they 
were ordered to come to Madras and prove their charges; but 
instead of doing so» they * slipt out of the way' at the time of the 
ship's departure. William Jearsey had at last reached Masulipatam 
from Pegu in the ProsperUy, leaving behind him, however, Francis 
Yardley. The Madras surgeon, Edward Whiting, had been 
allowed to go home, partly because the Company had neglected to 
send out any * chirurgery meanes' for four years and none could be 
obtained from the ships. 

The face of warr and continued appearance of hostility in these 
countreys hath enforced us to increase our gaitiaon with Portugal!s, 
mestizoes, and blackes, for our defence and preservation of your 
estates, being wee cannot procure on[c] Englishman out of these 
freighted shipps to increase our small number of 10 souldiers, 
a vreake crew for such times. . . . When you please to thinkc this 
Coast worthy of somuch charge, 'twere fitt that men and meanes 
came together ; not for this cause alone, but for merchandize and 
to supply your factories and Fort also. If God bee pleased, our 
weake strength shall soe tong preserve it. For who would not, 
either friend or foe, in such times indeavour to bee master of such 
a convenient and defenciblc place f 

A duplicate of this letter was sent by the Dtihkk (a private ship), 
which sailed about the same time as the AHyjlo%'tr. 


THE ENGLISH IN BENGAL, 1656 

A& in the case oi the preceding year, not a single letter written 
by any Englishman in Bengal during 1656 has survived, cither in 
original or in transcript; and we arc dependent mainly upon the 
reports made from Madras for such information as can be gleaned 
concerning the course of events in ‘ the Bay *. 

A quotation already given (p. 4S} from a letter of 4 February, 
1656, shows that at that date the Madras factors were still expecting 
the arrival of their Bengal colleagues with the remainder of the 
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Company's estate in those parts. The story is continued io a letter 
from Madras to Sumt of 7 July, 1656: 

Nor have wee bccnc exempted altogeather from trouble and 
diificultic in getting the Companies servants and goods from 
Bengal ah^ by rreighting the same on soveraJl vessel Is for MctchJa- 
patamj being all in a manner saltpeter and sugar, , , , Twenty tonns 
of ditto pcctcr and sugar was comeing from the Bay on ditto 
Mariner^ who by contrary winds was putt back with her ladeing 
for BaJIasore and {as wee heare) rides there in safeties As for the 
factors, Mr. Blake stayes in the Bay, ha vein g deserted the Com¬ 
panies service for fcarc, it seems, hce should bee colled to accompt 
for lus owne or some others inisdeameanours^ Mr Stevenson 
and Daniell Denny came from Melchlapatam with Captain Goslin 
on the Gc&d Hope, \vho from thence sett saile with the last for 
England, The former, after two dayes stay for company, came 
hither overland, and h now feturncing into the Bay to assist 
in the Moyfiouftrs Jadeing and to help examine some ill pro¬ 
ceeding passages. Mr, Wald^rave was soc sick that hec could 
not come by sea ; but after a little recovery sett out from Ballasore 
Roadc and at [blank] was overtaken by Captain Durson and 
Thomas Wilson, wdio follow'cd him \ keeping company togeather 
utitLIl twti dayes journey on this side Vizagapatam, iivhere they were 
all sett upon by RashbootesJ w^ounded, and robbed of all, not soc 
much 05 $avcing theire papers j w^hich amongst many other 
injuries wee have great cause to resent, espctiallie for lossc of the 
Bay phirmaunds and accompts of those factories ; which disables 
us for the present froni rectifieing some things which wee conceive 
were amissc ^ Mr, WaJdgravc alsoc lycing cxtreainely weakc at 
Metehlapatam, that our freinds there much doubt his recovery* 
By our occompts wee should have remaineing in those factories 
9,467 new pagodcs, includeing what is returned there on the 
Aiariney (amounting to 1,267 ditto); there being nothing to bee 
deducted that wee knowc, but theire expences for the last yeare ; 
of which as yett have noe accompt, though hope that hath not 
consumed soe vast a somm but the greatest parte may bee 
remaineing^ 

A similar account of the disaster to Waldcgrave^s party is given 
in the Madras leiter to the Company of 10 November, 1656, which 
adds that the lost documents 

could never since bee heard of, though Mr. W'^aldegrave hiniselfo 
stated some daies behind to make enquiry after them, and Mr. Winter 

* The depred^lioM pf ihc Kiijptiis led iht Englbb to ftpply iKc icrm to all Ki^hnay 
Tobbcfi. 
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since by our order sent purpaseJy others to looke for them. Thus 
Your Worshipps may see how our intentions of e:<amining those 
untoward passages in the Bay are frustrated for the present by 
the loss of their accempts, with BJakes stay and desertion of your 
ser\'icc and .Mr, Waldcgraves sicknes; who suddenJy after his arrivall 
at Mechlepatam fell into a languishing disease^ which hath ever since 
held him, though hce hath changed the ay re by comm in g hither 
on the Thr^g Br<^ihers, but soe weake as not able to stand or rise 
from his bedd without hdpc, and wee feare his disease is ineurablc. 

The factors also blame Waldcgrave's remissntss in not leaving 
copies of the accounts, &c., in the charge of the Balasore broker, 
especially as none had been sent by sea. Later on in the same 
letter they say that, as regards charges and stock in Bengal, from 
Waldegrave 

Wee can gett noe other answare then that Your Worships hath 
nothing remaining in those partes, but are rather indebted to 
himsclfe and Blake about 1000 ruppees i at which rate their 
expenccs will appeare excessive largc^ as to the amount of pagodes 
8,200. o. 2, which is Impossible. Therefore wee rather conjecture 
a good part thereof is gone to pay the jngagments left by Mr, Bridge 
man and Stephens; for which Surrat ought to creditt us^ 
having seized on their estates. Besides, they rnay hu’ve happily 
(i.e. haply] undercharged the salpectcr which came upp last 
yeare^ for wee never knew any invoiced at such cheape rates by the 
one hsife at least, and therefore suppose it may bee some errour. 
Yet doe not thinkc it fitting to declare as much to Mr+ Waldegrave, 
but leave it to his owne finding out^ when it shall please God to 
restore him to healthy or attend the returne of your Bay factors 
on the : by which time wee shall one or the other way 

bee better enabled to resolve you. 

The dispatch of the Mayfim^r to Bengal has already been 
recorded [p, 101), In the instructions given to the merchants 
aboard (9 July, 1656) occur the following passages : 

Tjs not unknowns to some of you what distractions of late hath 
bccne in the Bay^ and how the Company have beenc injured by the 
miscarriage of some theire servants; which [wee] were in good 
hope heere to have examined and rectifiedp but that it pleased the 
Lord soo to visitt Mr. Waldgrnvc with sieknesse that heo could not 
convenientlie come hither, and William Blakcp who had a cheife 
hand in selling 666 bales of the Companies sugar to pay other 
mens debts, came not out of the Bay according to order* Wee 
[arc therefore] forced to referr this busincsse jointlie unto you. 
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And when you ha\'4? perused thrpti^hJiesuch papers as Mr. Stevenson 
hath concerning the buying and dispoBping of the sugar, aa alsoc 
touching the expences etc,, you are to call ditto Blake to accoitipt 
accordinglie ; alsoe to exact a reason from him for not complying 
with order rn comemg up hither^ but deserting the Companies 
service before hec had given accompt of his actions ; for wee doc 
not bcleive Mr, Waldgrave cleared hlm^ or could doe soc, Yett, 
haveing formerly urote against him, hec was to blame not to send 
him up per force, if faire mcaries would not servT, Soe was hce 
alsoe in giveing him a particuler order to bee Cheife in HughJv\ 
vrho thereupon affronted Mr, Stevenson, that was his superior 
and Second in BengaJah by comand of President Baker and 
Counsel 1 * besides divers other passages come to our notice, tou 
long heerc to relate (nor is it needful!, seing they goe along with 
you); which [wtcJ desire [you to] take into consideraeion, and 
examine the brokers and such other servants as liave had impJoy- 
ment these late ycares since the last comeing of Mr, Bridgman^ 
whOj wee feare, was the original! of these misdemeanouira* Wee 
would not bee understood hcereby to judg Mr, Waldgrave unheard, 
whome w'cc have and doe still ^teeme to bee an able^ honest man, 
however hee {as others) may bee transported with passion through 
sicknesse; which wee hope doth not continue vioJentlic, but 
that hec wilbee able to accompany you into the Bay * in which 
case give unto him the respect duo unto his qualletie and treat 
him w^ith all civillety. And though iivee cannot for some reasons 
retunm him Cheife over ad as before, haveing apointed you, Mr, John 
Leighf to that imploymcnt as supcrvi2or for this present voyage 
and businesse, yett wee apointc him the next place, and soo recom' 
mend him to you specially that noe disgracefull usage bee putt 
upon him ; for wee must bee tender of the reputes of our Cheifes 
in such places wdiere they have commanded. , . , Mr* Steevenson 
w'ec doc apoint for Ilugly^ where wee suppo$e the greatest parte 
of your saltpeter and sugar is to bee procured, , , , Lett the Marriner 
bee sent up with the first of the mooitzoonCj untesse you detaine 
her to bring downc the Hughly goods, Yett pray keep her not $oe 
long as againe to loose her moonzoones. 

The hope that Waldcgrave would have sufKciently recovered to 
join the Mayjloiver at Masulipatam was not fulfilIcdj and the vessel 
w'cnt on without him to Balasore, where she arrived 3 August, 
1656, From the Madras letter of 2S Janunrj^ 1657, to the Com¬ 
pany, wc learn that^ " by reason of sickness \ the factors aboard 
her were unable to procure the full quantity of piece-goods and 
saltpetre desired. 
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Thomsis St^evensonp WUJiam Taylor^ and Tymothy Cartwright 
were employed thither to manage that investment; whereof the 
two first have beene sick the most part of the tymc that the ship 
staled in those partSp which not only retarded her too long there^ 
but hath likewise made them come short of their proportion; 
for they sent up but to the amount of rupees 20p562.io an[nasj^ 
including what was last yeare provided and driven back thither 
on the Marring. But what stock you have there remaining wee 
cannot now resolve you^ for the aforesaid factors came not back 
on the ship according to order^ nor sent their accompts ; which is 
also imputed by them to the said sickness • whereof William 
Taylor was very weake at the ships commjng thence. As for 
Air. Powle WaJdegravCp after a long languishing [he] breathed his 
last about the beginning of this month ; being never able in all 
this time to give us any accompt of the old remnines. And whereas 
wee supposed hoc might have beene mistaken in the rate of sal- 
peetefp being soe cheape boughtp wee find from some accompts 
received from William Blake that noe such etrour was as wee 
imagined ' and Your Worshipps may perceive by this invoice that 
the 105 baggs sal pee ter refined bought last yeare and intended 
hither with the sugar and silke on the Mamntr doth not stand 
in so much as the course pecter bought this yeare by 60 per cent. ; 
to such a price is that commodity risen through the abundance of 
shipping that went thither (cheifly for that commodity as the maine 
buJke of their lading}^ striving to outvy one anotherp both in 
prices and piscasheSp to the great benefitt of the nativeSp w^ho this 
yeare have reaped a glorious harvest. Moreoverp your said servants 
in the Bay arc much troubled by one William Pitts^ whOp having 
married a Alogullana * or Morish woman, the relict of Gabrieli 
BoughtoU;, becomes thereby interested in the adventure hee sent 
on those iunckes that went under Bridgmans name and were seized 
on by the Surrat President; ^ which said advent arc was provided 
with monies taken up at interest of the Moores, who are vcr>^ 
importunate for justice against uSp and tis to bee feared will force 
a payment^ as they did formerly for Mr. Edward Steevens debt; 
and all that our friends could alleadgc to deferre present satisfaccion 
was that ditto Pitts had written to England about itp and Twaa not 
reason hee should demaund it in both places. And this is all w'ee 
can as yet informc you of the Bay affaires. 

Some additional information concerning these troubles is 
afforded by two documents in Fack>ry Ricords^ 
vol, xxxiii (ff, 13), From these it appears that Stevenson and 

^ Hkialooks like ft form of the nine]. MUfMj-jrp a Mogtil woman. 

■ Sm laier (ji. i35>. 
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Taylor were arrested io consequence of suits brought against them, 
but in February, 1657, it was agreed that they should be allow'ed 
to remain unmolested at Hilgli for four months, while they com¬ 
municated with Madras about the debts. 

A particularly interesting development at this time was the 
establishment in Bengal of a fresh set of factors working for a body 
independent of the regular East India Company. Mention has 
already been made (p. 49) of the arrival in the Lton, some time in 
the summer of 1655, of a number of merchants sent out by Maurice 
Thomson and his associates, and headed by George Gaurton and 
Thomas Billidge.* Of their proceedings during the rest of that 
year we have no record ; but evidently they v%'cre active in procuring 
cargoes for the various ships consigned to their care. A difficulty 
soon arose over the question of the liability of the newcomers to 
pay full customs duties, since they were not employed by the East 
India Company,- to w hose servants the existing privileges had been 
granted. The history- of that concession has been given at p. xxxi 
of Th0 English Factories ht Jitdui, i 65 t- 4 p is only necessary 

to add that the subsequent discovery of a Persian copy (as recorded 
in the appendix to the present volume) has now made it clear that 
the wwAflB (order) obtained by James Bridgman from Sultan 
Shuja, Viceroy of Bengal, in August, 1651, was founded upon 
a farmSn procured by Davidge from the emperor a year earlier. 
The obvious intention of the latter document was merely to release 
the English from the payment of toad-dues on their goods collected 
in Oudh, Agra, Sec., and sent down to the west coast for shipment; 
it could not have been intended at Delhi to excuse them for paying 
the usual customs duties on goods shipped from the Bengal ports. 

' Balh oI ihes* w*n had been i««nly in the *em« of tlie Compuiy. nnd bud [mvlotisly 
been in the emplnyiMnt of Cmrteen’* AssociadiKi. In DcecmbcT, 1 ^7. the two iceie cii[;:aep:d 
to go u fnciDTi fm iIk Conipon j- in tbc Cefdm to Sufwt niid Cow- On th&e fttum 

n» THininatcd [Feb. 1650) for reemployment w w Iwctcr, but nw* not elected. 
Gwwlon WM more farlnnste. beins appointed (Jan. iSjoJ in go a» puffer in the Lirnif^f to 
Two yeaf5 later be wa» wf^in sent out to the Ctwonumdel and Bcn^l as 
asHktwDt la Ciiptwin HtMkhwren in the Lew. Be letuiiKd in ihnt vessel in the Mimmer of 
1653, and thereupon his employineni ctaaed. Other members of the party appear to have 
been TluiiTinf HopkiiB, bm Ktn. lUdwd Qfflmbcrlwin.EdmundBusden.aiMfJob ChwrwKk 
(the future fflunderofDdcnttaJjthougbitistiwsiUeibalsomeoflhem joined the tuiipiial 

party in 1656. ..... .... , 

» Probably Gawion and his usodaies bad had id emphasue Ihi* fart to awid hems 

for debts made by ibe Cbm[riuiy't scTvanrt. 


no 
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NcvcrthclcsSj Bridgman succeeded, by giving a present of 3p000 
rupees, in obtaining a nisiiau from Sultan Shuja which adopted the 
English contention that the imponal farnidn had freed them from 
all demands in Bengal. This nishan^ by the way, was the one 
of which Waldcgrave was robbed, as already related. 

So long as the Company's trade in Bengal was small, the Mogul 
officials were not greatly concerned at its exemption from customs 
duties; and if any difficulties were raised, these were probably 
removed by presents and bribes. The ease was, however, altered 
when private ships appeared in considerable force ; and evidently 
Gawton and his fellow factors found that the only way to escape 
payment was to procure a nishdn on their own account from the 
Viceroy* In the spring of 1656, therefore, Thomas Biilidge was 
dispatched to the Prince's Court at Rajmahal, and there obtained 
without difficulty the coveted privileges. 

His success {together with the desertion of William Biake to the 
newcomers) was reported to the Company by their Madras factors 
on 10 November, 1656: 

As for Mr, BlakCp w'home vree most desired hither, being able 
to give us better satisfaction then any other in Bridgmans busines, 
[hec] would not bee drawnc thence to give any accompt; but, 
leaving your service before hcc had cleared himsclfc fairely, went to 
reside with Mr. George Gawton, wffio hath also settled a factoi>^ in 
Baltasore with 3 or 9 assistants and procured a new phtrmand for 
trade. 

A somewhat fuller account, based on tradition^ is contained in 
a memorandum written in 16S5 and entered in Faciary Regards, 
F(^ SL G£&rge^ vol. xxx (p. 35) * : 

When the United Company [i*e, the United Joint Stock] broke up, 
there was one Mr. Paul Waigmve Cheif of Bengali, who went 
from Ballasorc over land to Mctchlepatam, and in the way was 
rob'd and lost the Princes neshaun, with severall perw^annas 
a grant or order] grounded upon it* There was at that 
time a Qniipany that went under the name of Maurice Thompsons 
Company here; for whom there was ^Ir, Billadge, Gardon and 
Chambcrlaine, to whom joyned Mr. Blak, one that was the old 
Companies servant. But they havcing neither neshaun nor 
perwanna, and Mr. Boughton dying about that time, they apply 
themselves to James Price, that was Mr. Boughtons scn.wnt 

* IVtJTiied in iny artEck on Gnhricl Boughton in tht itfdian Jttit^uory, SfjitembtT. 1911. 
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iind \vc]j acquainted at the Frmccs court, to endeavour to procure 
the Princes neshaun; Avhich ^aid James Price undertook to do 
them what service he could, and went up with Mr. Billadge from 
Ballasorc to Rajamaullc, and did solicJtc for the Princes neshaun 
now in our hands^ which they and thia present Company after them 
had and did hold those prjviJedges during the Prince Shaw Sujahs 
time* 

Of the nishdn thus obUined, dated 6 April, 1656, a tran^atjon 
was made twenty years later and entered in Streynsham Masters" 
diary {Factory R^cords^ Misceltao^otiSf voL xiv. p. 346), This has 
been printed in Stewards History of Bengai (appendix), in Hedges' 
Diary {voL iii. p. 1S9), and in Sir Richard Temple’s Diortes of 
Streynskom Maskrs {vol* ii* p. For purposes of comparison, it 
may be well to give here the translation recently made at Calcutta 
from the copy in the British Museum (see the appendix to the 
present volume): 

Be it known to the present and future muiasaddis [accountants] 
and managers of affairs, jdgtrddrs^ faujddrs^ karoris [revenue 
collectors], ^mltiddrs^ rditddrsf ch^ukiddrs and the 

guards of the imperial high\^^ys extending from Akbamagar 
(Rajmahal] to the boundaries of the provinces of Eene^ and 
Orissa and the ports of the said provinces, that now Mr. Thomas 
BiJlidge® through the courtiers has represented to His Highness 
that, although the goods of the English Company arc exempted 
from duties, in accordance with the inexorable commands, through¬ 
out His Majesty's do min ions, still in some places they (the officials) 
open them to purchase by force, and prevent the local traders 
from dealing with them (the English Company); they realize 
four per cent, from the [factors] of the English, and make 

a demand for anchorage as well. His Highness now orders that, 
according to the commands of His Majesty, none shall molest the 
gumdshtas of the English on account of anchorage etc. They (the 
officials) shall not open the goods of the English, either on roads 
Of on ferries, to buy them forcibly. Considering their goods as 
exempted from duties on the strength of the said commands, no 
impediments shall be offered to the gumdshtas ot the English in any 
circumstances in passing them ; so that they may, with their 
minds at ease, bring the goods from the neighbouring ports and 
sell them to local traders and such other persons as are acquainted 
with them and willingly desire to have transactions with them. 

* €o1lcctcir» oi rwwl dues. * Collcclot^ oE tolls at fcrHfl. 

* The non^r U indistiisct in tfie Frntifiiik 
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Every assUtance shall be given to the gujndshtas of the English in 
whatever place they store their goods and sell them. If the traders 
and weavers- be in debt to these Elnglish people, every facility shall 
be offered to them to realize the amount actually due. At no time 
concession shall be allowed or favourshown to any particular person j 
so that none may oppress the ^«wtajAfas of the English. All are 
required to act up to the positive command and august niVAurr, 
which they must never infringe, 


WESTERN INDIA. 1657 

At the beginning of 1637 the fortunes of the East India Company 
had reached their lowest ebb. In India their servants were merely 
holding on, in hopes of better days, and had little to do except 
to servo their own interests ; at home the shareholders of the two 
existing Stocks were growing desperate at the long delay of the 
Council of State in deciding whether or not to grant a new charter. 
So black did the outlook appear that at a general court held on 
14 January it "was resolved to set up notices on the Exchange 
that a month later all the Company's property and rights in the 
East would be sold to the highest bidder. This drastic step quickly- 
produced the desired result. The prospect of the disappearance 
of the only body that was bolding the trade together created alarm 
amongst those interested in it. Moreover, the opposition to the 
monopoly had been weakening even among those merchants who 
had been the most prominent of the ‘ interlopers for experience 
had taught them that unrestricted competition, both in the Eastern 
and in the home markets, was less prohtable than cO'ordinatcd 
cSorts, They now decided to throw in their lot with those who 
were agitating for the continuance of the trade on its old basis, 
and to join in pressing for the necessary charter. The Council, 
whose hesitation appears to have been chiefly due to the division 
of opinion among the merchants themselves, promptly decided 
(5 Feb.) to recommend to the Protector the grant of the desired 
monopoly, and four days later Cromwell signlflcd his approval. 
The notice of sale was accordingly withdrawn, and preparations 
were begun for the flotation of a new Stock as soon as the charter 
should be scaled. Several months, however, elapsed before the 
terms of the document were finally settled, and it was not until 
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19 October, 1657, that the Great SeaS was affixed.^ This was 
followed by an appeal for a new capital, which resulted in about 
74o,oocd. being subscribed, though only one-half was ever called 
up. One striking diEerence between this ' New General Stock' 
and its predecessors was that it was not to be wound up after 
a limited period ; instead thereof, a valuation was to be made at 
the end of seven years (and every third year after), and any share¬ 
holder wishing to withdraw was to be paid out on this basis and 
others admitted in his place. As a matter of fact, by 1664 the free 
sale of shares made this cumbrous arrangement unnecessary; and 
the new stock became the permanent capital of the Company, 

It has often been noticed by those interested in such coincidences 
that the Mutiny of 1857, which had the main share in bringing 
about the termination of the Company's existence, took place 
just a century after the battle of Plassey, which had marked the 
commencement of its territorial power in India, It may be pointed 
out, in passing, that the year 1657 had also been a turning-point 
in the Company's history, when its imperilled monopoly was 
reaffirmed and it started alresh on a more permanent basis. In 
the annals of India itself the year is memorable for the commence* 
ment of the fratricidal struggle which resulted in placing Aurangzeb 
upon his father's throne. 

From Surat, at the beginning of 1657, Agent Spiller and his two 
colleagues, Gary and Smith, dispatched a reply to the Company's 
letter of 27 March, 1656- This document, of which no copy 
is extant, was evidently sent by the private ship Rsse, which 
sailed on 7 January, and was followed a fortnight later by 
another interloper, the Bmjamm. On 28 January the Company’s 
vessel, the Eagle, which had come out the previous year, like¬ 
wise departed for England; and in her went Spiller, who now said 
goodbye to India, after an uninterrupted service of over twenty- 
six years.* 

• Fnr diiniu of llieftesotiatioiii ThtCmirt Mifmtfsajlhi Emt !nita CimpsKy, 

pp, ni-sriri. 

' Spiller WM still eompantivcly yeune (^bout 45)- A few yeun bier be contempbtEd 

retumkic to India^ tor in December, r66i, he to out a.& second lo ihc ntw 

FrestdmCp Sir Oxonden j but thii |yraj«!t toll thioogh. Ht died g SefUcmber, 1677* 

flaed 65 yiAn, and was buried in Ricliinoiid diurch>ratd. Jolm Aubrey- {Antiqviius 0/ ikt 
C<iitKjy of SvTffy, 17jgp vol. i. p. 79) dc&erib« his tomb nnd gives the imeription. No uace 
”53 1 
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On Spillcr’s departure the economies ordered by the Company 
in its letter of 27 March, 1656, took effect, Gary and Smith 
quitted the service and devoted themselves to trading on their 
own account.^ Weale, who had been nominated to take charge, 
was dead; and the succession therefore devolved upon Henry 
Revington, with Matthew Andrews and John Lambton as bis 
assistants. Revington, who had been brought out to Surat by 
President Blackman in the autumn o( 1651, was still quite young, 
and he was only receiving his original salary of 20I per annum, 
lo the inadequacy of which he promptly drew the Company s 
attention. His junior, Andrews, who had come out m 1650, was 
drawing 35!., and he too complained that the pay wm not propor¬ 
tionate to either his station or his merits. Of Revington’s earty 
history we know nothing, except that he had been educated by 
Mr Fox ■ a writing-maister ’ ; but that he was a man of parts, 
energetic and ambitious, wiU fully appear in the following pages 
The first letter addressed to the Company by Revington and ms 
two colleagues was dated 28 January. 1637, and was earned home 
by the Eagle. In this they assured their employers of their appre¬ 
ciation of the trust reposed in them, which they would endeavour 
to Justify by industry and carefulness. The limit of placed 

upon their total expenditure for vragcs and housekeeping would 
be strictly observed, though they hoped that on reconsideration 
the Company would approve some relaxation of the restriction 
placed on the salary list. It was thought necessary to rnamtam 
a factory at Ahmadabad, and Craddock would be kept there for 
that purpose, as his wages were only loJ, per annum. Similar y, 
Bell was being retained, at his existing salary of 25?. Should the 
Company object to this, the writers would themselves pay the two 
merchants, but they hoped that this would not be required of them. 
Milward had been instructed to return from Persia at the end ol 
the monsoon; and Swallow was about to be sent thither to take 
his place. Daniel, though not mentioned in the Company s list 
of factors to be retained, would be left at Gombroon for a while to 
make up the accounts, which were much in arrears. Scnvcncr was 

ii poif ID be found ol tie monument. Mid «pixiT™tly h had »lir#dy dUippewed irhen 

IcVgvnJ wrote Mi K^virMt 0/ Lendtm * *** , 

^FrorD O.C, 36^5 \t ippcari thui Gflry to Mokhft M wjiercareo ot the pnvnic ship 

Amity. 
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in Sind, as he had been unable ta clear up matters in time in 
come away with the goods recently brought from thence. 

Therfore will continue there untill next yeate ; but 3oe that noe 
expen ces is to bee brought to your accompt but in proportion 
to what goods hee shall buy for you, and the rest to bee charged to 
particulcr mens accompts that shall employ him; which wee 
conceive wilbee noe prejudice to you, since hee could not come 
away, nor hope prove injurious to us^ since you have given us leave 
to serve our freinds as well as your selves our masters; in which 
liberty wee assure you to preferr your generall before all particulars^ 
as this years some of us hath manifested it* 

Reference was next made (as already mentioned) to the small 
salaries paid to Rcvington and Andrews; and the letter went 
on to say: 

However, all this is not soe great a discouragment to us in your 
service as the losse of this trade and making it (as they miscall it) 
a free trade ; which there Is none that understand it well but will 
conclude a few yeares will render it none at all, or at leest with such 
limitactons imposed upon us as the dishonour will reach not only to 
your selves but to the nation and those that sitt at the helmOj if 
theire justice doc not prevent our being reduced to such an exigency^ 
For the trade being now not carried on by any Joint Society or 
Stock, affronts arc often put upon us; who being not under one 
head, wee know not how to remidy our selves; by which meanes 
wee are trampled on by the greatest enimies, as well as envyers, 
to our trade and nation, the Dutch ; which through our divisions 
have prevailed over the Portugalls weaknesse and attempted things 
our intrest would never have permitted^ in yearly gaining aeverall 
forts from him, and it is to bee feared, wil, before many yeares passe, 
bee master of ail his places here, unlesseyou endeavour to prevent 
it by a reuniting and takeing poss^ion of some of their holds ; 
which wee well remember some few year[s] past there was some 
such bussinesse in hand; * and noe better time to looke after it 
then now- Last yeare they took Zeloan, and at this present ly 
before Goa with 19 saile,= and its already reported they have taken 
the fort that comaunds the havens entrance; which if soe, the 
citty wilbee compelled in a little time to follow^ And then theire 
next designe is Dio, a place that all shipe that come into the rcade 
of Swally and goeth from must passe; and though in it self very 
strong, yet, through the poverty and w^krtesse of the Portugalls 

* Sm Thi EitsUsk Fai^orittf. 1651-4^ pp. kv, xxW* 

^ Far the Dutch bbclmdc of Goa and ihih scheBMi kr attacMpg Diu and Damln, 
Jlatsu^ TfOMJtripu, !i€r. K vul. XX, no. 5B6, ftitd vol. suL dih. Ctj- 
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ID these parts, necessarily follow the sa^me late of the former. 
And this being effected^ wee are not to expect at the best any trade 
hetc without paying them whatever customc they will impose 
upon us, Therfore judg your selves how necessary it is for you to 
endeavour a reuniteing, that you loose not your trade in India. 
In Persia you have suffered, and will more and more^ in your 
custofnes etc* priviledges which was graunted us upon our assisting 
the Persian for the recovery of Ormoos, which was not only an 
exemption of dutys to you, but the moie^ of the customer of all 
goods and merchandisje imported by the Dutch and other nations 
whatever into the port of Gumbroone, the place whither from 
Ormoos the mart was carried ; ivhich^ besides the honnour of our 
nation, produced in former yeares (as by our books will appeare) 
10 or I2,ooof, per annum ; but now they pay us what they please^ 
and was pleased to tell us latly that, since wee w^ere noe longer 
a Company^ they were noe longer oblidg'd. Thus you see the declin¬ 
ing estate of your trade at presentj and into how desperate one 
a little delay is like to bring it; and all occasioned through a private 
and pcrticuler selfe intrest^ which will prove sudainly a pubhek and 
generall losse. Therfore^ these consideracions often presenting 
themselves to our understandings, woo think it requisite for Your 
Worships knowicdg to present unto your enquiry and more mature 
judgments ; (l) whither the inhauncing the prizes of all these 
countrey comodities by the natives and the depressing of yours 
unto (nay, below) theirc prime cost, as will appeare by some 
pcrticuler mens accompts this yeare, may not upon publick and 
natioaall intrest bee one argument for a speedy uniting ; (2) whither 
those injuries and affronts wee often suffer^ to the dishonnour and 
dbparagmciit of you our masters {whose reputation hath formerly 
beene soe high) are not likely to enercase rather then diminish, 
since the people and governours of this countrey see dayly so much 
cane more taken in the advanccing of new stock then in continuing 
or improving the old; {3) whither the wrongs and oppressions 
received from, and those debts owing to you on accompt of ensure’- 
ance etc. in this countrey, bee ever like to bee revenged or recovered 
without a uniting; and if soe, whither by your withdrawing your fac¬ 
tors into some shipps sent out but for one moonzoon may not effect 
all this, and establish your trade upon surer and more advantagious 
tearmes then over ' (4) whither your priviledges^ already impaired^ 
and total I losse of all advantages from Persia likely to en^ue^ 
bee not to bee recovered by the same fleetc and same charg, and 
if soe, whither it bee not worthy Your Worships considcracion to 
prosecute the same with speede; (5) and whither those townes 
and forts the Dutch have already taken, and those they ly now 
before and are like to take, tend not to the utter exterpation of 
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your factories and trade here+ » ^ « If this course bee taken that is 
here laid before you, or any others which will regulate and reduce 
us to our former manner of trading, that Your Worships shall 
think more fttt^ none shalbcc more desircous to serve you then our 
selves. But if the prevalency of some perticular persons with some 
in authority doth soe farr prevaile against you that you cannot, 
then Jett us desire thus much from Your Worships, that upon 
rcturnc of this EagU or any other ship or ships in her roome, you 
would licence our passage for England, if wee shaU desire it • and 
in the intrim wee assure you wee will not bee wanting in bringing 
all your bussinesse to a good end. There arc some credites stands 
out in your books which wilbee necessary to bee paid in, and your 
debts (which are few and small) wee shall get in; and for the 
Bantam remaines, wee hope to have an oppertunity wherby wee 
may sell them, or send them to theire proper mart to bee sold. 

The factors noted that the Ef^yniwn had been instructed 
to bring them a cargo from Bantam, but they scarcely ez^pected 
to see her, as they understood that the Dutch had prevented 
her from going into that port, and that she had thereupon sailed 
for Jambi.^ The instructions for the dissolution of the Agra 
factory had been disobeyed by Jesson, ^ whose engagments will not 
suffer his departure h Hainsford had arrived and would be enter¬ 
tained in the Company's house as long as he cared to remain, 
without expense to them, A few minor matters wore then men¬ 
tioned, and for further infotmation the Committees were referred 
to Spiller himself. 

The voyage of the Eagie pro%'ed a long one* She lost her monsoon 
and was forced to winter at Madagascar, in company with six 
private ships, viz. the Bejijamin and Swiynm Mercha^U from Surat, 
the Soci€iy^ Ditkick, and African from the Coromandel Coa^t, and 
the John and Thomas from Bengal (Surat to the Company, 5 Novem¬ 
ber, 1657), In consequence the letter quoted above did not reach 
London until Christmas Eve. 

One of the first matters to demand the attention of the new Surat 
Councii was the regulation of the Company's affairs in Persia. 
News had arrived that Milward was dead, and that Daniel was 
taking charge, pending the arrival of a new chief. It was con* 
scquently decided, at a consultation held on 9 March, 1657, that 

^ 5ht rflluTiKsJ thcnc? to and wa^aeoiD rduKd lorntta tbe tetud. Sbe then 

went Imck dinet to E^IkeuI FP- ifiip 163}. 
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Matthew AtidtewB and William Boh should pfocecd to Gombroon 
in the (a privately-owned vessel), w^hich also to 

voyage to Basra with one of the factors. She evidently carried to 
the latter port, for transmissioEi via Aleppo^ another letter from 
the Surat factors to the Company, dated April 4; but of this no 
copy is extant. 

Revington and his colleagues had put Ui hand an investment for 
England, in case the Endymwn should arrive after all. In July, 
however, news came from the Coromandel Coast that she was 
returning direct to England; and thereupon the investments were 
stopped. In addition, the factors had ordered some saltpetre and 
piece-goods from Agra, of which the latter reached Ahmad^bad 
about the end of August or early in September. Craddock, writing 
to Surat on 4 Septembetj, cnentioned that the cloth was still lying 
at ‘ Coesumporc" (i.e. Kasimpur, a suburb of Ahmadabad), the 
river being impassable by reason of the rains. Two other passages 
of interest in the same letter are : 

I should bee glad to heare of a chapman for the Companies house 
in Ahmudabad Pore [City: piir) ] and you may bee confidentp if 
any one comes to treat about it, I shall not faile to make it theirs, 
in case they proffer any thing reasonable. . . * The new' Governour 
wrhich is to be in Suratt is arrived t o this place, and intends sudainehc 
to sett forward. Hee is generally reported to bee a very 
man ; and if hee soe prove, 1 suppose your change will not be bad. 

On the 20th of the same month arrived a letter from Jesson at 
Agra, dated 24 August, and forwardiiig the long-expected accounts 
of that factory* He wrote : 

The like raines to the present hath not been in many yeart^, 
In so much that the cropps of indico, sugar, cotton, and come are 
like to beo exceeding plentlfull, and consequently cheaper then the 
last yearCi So that many shcroffs and others who, allured with the 
sweetness of former ycarea gaincs, have inpossed great quantity 
of sugar, come, and cotten^ arc like to bee [see?] scarce one third 
part of the mony they disbarced... . Tia reported the King intends 
for Lahoorc, How true it is, I cannot tell - nor yet whether (as 
some speal«) it bee certaine that a peace is concluded wdth the 
King of Deccan. 

The reference hero is to the conclusion of the campaign against 
B!)apur. in w'hich the forces of Aurang^cb and MTr Jumla had been 
engaged. Bidar had been captured at the end of March^ and 
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Kalylini was stofmcd at the end of Julyi Thereupon the King 
of Bljapur opened negotiations for peace | and to these overtures 
Aurangzeb was forced to listen, since his brother Data, jealous of 
his success, had induced Shah JahSn to write commanding that 
peace should be made* Terms were accordingly agreed upon, by 
which certain districts were ceded and an indemnity was to be paid. 
In the troubles which followed, however, the Bijapuris managed 
to retain a considerable portion of the territory they had agreed 
to surrender. 

Meanwhile, the English factors at Surat had on 15 September 
received a letter from the Company, dated 21 March, 1657, and 
dispatched in duplicate by two private ships, the MercbaiU Adven¬ 
ture and the Rickard and Martha. This was chiefly taken up by 
comments on the letters sent from Surat in January, 165b. The 
Committees said that the goods then forwarded had fetched very 
poor prices, owing to the competition of those brought back by 
private merchants j and they disapproved of the instructions 
given to the factors in Persia to buy silk, for that commodity was 
little in demand in England. They reaffirmed their orders for the 
reduction of establishments and e^epenses, and directed that 

If any parte of our estates . . . shall still bee remaining ... wee 
desire you to bee very dilligcnt and earnest in the present collecting 
it together, as also what may arise from our customes in Gombrootie, 
and retoume all unto us on some of those ships which are now 
comming to your port, and agpfce with them for the fraight; that 
soc this Stock may have noe laggs or remaines of debts or goodcs 
to bee disposed of in your partes. This if you shall performe (as 
wee doubt not but you will), it will bee not only acceptably acknow ¬ 
ledged by us the present adventurers, but will also bee an incite* 
ment unto the succeeding undertakers to take notice of your 
industry and faitbfullncsse in the w'inding up and concluding of 
this present Stock, and (if you shall desire it) to prcfeire your 
persons in the future in their affaires and imployment; soe that 
you will not only at present come off with creditt, but its likely 
may againe lead up with much csteeme and reputation. ^ For now, 
after experience had of the prosecution of the East India trade in 
an open way, it is found that vci^ little profhtt hath arisen to the 
undertakers; and therefore it is now very probable that after 
this ycare HOC more ships will goe out upon particuler designes, 
but that the trade will bee manadged in a Joint Stock, exclusive 
to all others. Some good progresse is already made in relation 




ISO 


WESTERN imiA, 1657 

hereunto with His Highnesse the Lord Protector and his Counsell i 
and therefore wee doubt not, when the businesse is perfected, but 
that a considerable stock will bee underwritten against the next 
ycare for the carrying on of the trade, both for the honour of the 
nation and proffitt of the adventurers, if they shall meetc with 
faithful!, honest, and able persons to manadge their busioesse. 

To this letter Revington and his associates replied in one dated 
5 November, and dispatched overland, though as a matter of fact 
it was returned from Sind and then sent home in the Merdiant 
AdverUute (26 Jan., 1658), arriving 19 August, 1658. In it they 
promised obedience to the Company's orders regarding the re* 
duction of expenses, assured them that every endeavour would be 
made to wind up the affairs of the existing Stock, and expressed 
a hope that the attempt to float a new one would prove succe^ful. 
They also gave some particulars of their proceedings since April. 
At the beginning of May they received from Persia silver to the 
value of 250 tOmans, of which 200 were on account of customs and 
the rest the proceeds of some pepper left there by the SealiOr$e. 

This mony being received by us, wee found some difficulty in 

c sale of It at the usuall price, there being an order come from the 
King to make the rupee finer; which was demaunded of the shroafes 
by the Governour of this citty; who declared, out of the smalt 
Ft'"*^1 ^ coming to them by coining it, they could not raise 

tnc allay»ccpt the merch^t would lower the price of bis silver * 
upon which they were all imprisoned, and the bussincsse in sus* 
month. All which time our mony lay dorment, till 
the Dutch and wee making a pubJicke complaint at the durbarr 
[where wee disputed the bussincsse in malting them senceabJe of 
inc losse 's^e had already sustained, and what more wee were likely 
to suffer, by these mens imprisonments, whose restraints was an 
obstruction to our bussincsse in remiting exchanges etc., and that 
this exaction on them was an oppression to us) at last prevailed 
soc fair that they were all released and the mint opned and your 
mony sold at the old and usu^l prices. Soc that lor the present 
difference was ended, and a vacca ^ or letter writt up to the 
King, wherin they informed him how ill the merchant [si resented 
« ; which proved not at all effectual!, as particular persons [i c the 
Knghsh private traders] will understand, they now having sold 
tncir monys at ij per cent, lesse then ever. 

vUtur the settlement of this dispute, directions were sent to jesson 

* Arabic ' 
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St Agra (as already mentioned) to provide a qaajitity of saltpetre. 
He replied that his funds were insufficient to meet all the charges \ 
whereupon he told thatj if he would pay the prime cost, the 
charges for sending down the saltpetre would be defrayed at Surat. 
Though no insurance could be effected, owing to the disturbed 
state of the country, Jesson had been ordered to venture the 
consignment, if he could hear of arty caravan coming dowm* 

What saJtpcetor w^as provided by particular persons at Ahmad- 
abad is all seized on by the Prince there [i.c. Murad Bakhsh), who 
tooke it from the English by force* 

This being so, it would be unsafe to count upon procuring any 
goods from Ahmad^b^d in time for dispatch by the next fleet 
Little stock remained in the country, and what there was would 
only suffice to pay a debt due to Mirza Arabr For their Indian 
commodities remaining from the previous year they hoped to find 
a ready sale, 

Since the ships come out this year will want goods, through the 
non-arrivail of caphiJlaes out of the countrey, occasioned through 
a report of Shaw-Jahauns death, w hich hath continued vciy credible 
for this month ; insomuch that all trade is laid aside and caphillaes 
stopt, and many robberies committed, and severall armies abroad ; 
which hath caused such a distraction in the course of trade that 
there is at present nothing to bee done but calling in what cloth 
was formerly delivered to the washers, and hideing and sccurcing 
other goods from the daingcr of the times; and all persons soe 
amazed that none thinke of anything more then to secure what 
they already have, by hiding it under ground and flying aw’ay 
themselves with their wives and children, leaving only their walls 
standing to defend what they have within. And in this condition 
is this citty at present; and for certaino the King is dead, by the 
common report of all men,. ., What the event of these chill dissen- 
tions wilbee wee cannot foretell, but thus much wee know : if the 
three youngest son ns will not subordinate themselves to the 
authority of the elder, it will not bee a year, two, or three that will 
end the difference; and then all trades wilbee spoiled, both inland 
and fojraignc. Therfore what advantage to make of these trouble¬ 
some times wee knowr not, unlesse a new Company unites; and then 
it may bee good fishing for them in these troubled waters, for their 
are severall overtures made to us by Orangzeeb to assist him in the 
taking of Danda Rajapore Castle,^ which, if you had a strenth 

^ Tbe fortlfk^ hland dE JadjEitk, oS DmiIa RiljpujiJn the rrcck> ibout 44 tmla 

loijih of Bomkiiy+ It wbs occupltd m due fiitRnlii century by sciik Ab)’SiiUiuii£p ^od tbe 
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here, you might doc the bossincsse fof yourselves. The like 
Moraud-Bux desired against Suratt Castle, upon condicion of giving 
you half customes, but want of raeane$ made us uneapable to doe 
any-thing more then adviseing you ; which having done, wco leave 
it to your mature consideracions. 

The references made in this letter to the serious illness of the 
emperor and the resulting disturbances may be amplified from other 
contemporary sources. Jessonp on 7 October, ifi 57 t "'^vrote from 
Agra to Surat as follows 1 

In my last of the 5 current I advised you in a letter 

received from an Englishman in DiUy t was written: hears ss now 
a reporte that Sha Jehaun is dead^ and that the Prince will rep^e 
for Agra very suddainly. The like was writen to divers of the 
Kings officers, marchants, and sherofs of this citty; so that it 
was not in the least doubted^ But yesterday [thankes be to God) 
arrived better news, conformed this day by the same English man 
that penned the former, that the King is not only alive but mneb 
on the mending hand ; which hath brought a great joy to all mens 
hartSp before even distracted with feare and expectation of what 
miseries might happen uppon the ould Kings decease, through the 
ambitious discencion of his four sonnes. The ^oth of September 
was the date of the first premcncioned letter; which day and 
Thursday [by reporte) the King lay almost breathless, thare 
ing smale or noc hopes of his life. VSTiarcfore the Prince and Foazcll 
Khaun (Fazl Khan] sent heare an officer to see the Kings grave 
prepared ; but while he, w'ith some others appointed to that 
imploymentp weare a hole day consulting how to do it with the most 
secresy possibell, the King recovering, order arrived from courte 
for his speedy returne; whareuppon he imediatly left Agra; 
whareby peoples fears ware much lessned, suspecting (notwith* 
standing that he pretended the contrary) what he came for 

A short note from Jesson, written fifteen days later, confirmed 
the news that Shah JahSn was still alive, adding : 

Yet is his dissease in all mens oppinnion very daingcrous. How¬ 
ever, for cartaine he hath left Dillyp and is (for the more ease of his 
sicke boddy) coming doune the rever jemina by bote for Agrap 
wharc he is to arrive the 28th of this present mountb. The Prince, 
with the laskafp came by land* On the Kings arrivall hether, noc 
question but care will bo soone taken to make the waies secure; 
and then shall the saltpeeter be dispecded. 

NAwflib \i oi ?hnt raci!. It this tiw* fif*ct tailly i ndqmHlciii, acknw- 

ledKinu tbe ovErldTiMiifi oi ttic Kini Uijflpur. lor its chccil|Hition by lb« 

En^luh biwl tskm pbrt ifl itfiSaAd vritbout rtiull. 
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The EmpcroT left Delhi oa 18 October, and reached Agra on 
26 November, much improved in health by the journey. Mean 
while the rumour that he was dead, and that his decease was being 
concealed by Prince Dira for his own purposes, had spread rapidly 
through the empire; and both Shuja in Bengal and Murad Bakhsh 
in GujarSt had assumed the imperial dignity. To provide the 
necessary funds, Murid resolved to plunder Surat; and a force 
was dispatched for that purpose, under Shahbaa Khan. The city 
was occupied without difficulty, but the commander of the castle 
made a prolonged defence. As we have seen, overtures to the 
English to lend their assistance in its reduction had been met by 
a civil evasion. A similar offer in regard to the customs was made 
to the Dutch factors, but they also, Iccling little confidence in 
Murad^s prospects of success, maintained an attitude of neutralitj. 
Towards the end of December, however, the explosion of a mine, 
prepared, it is said, by some Dutchmen (probably darters), 
destroyed a part of the outer wall, and the castle then capitulateih 
Shahbaz Khan, having compelled the merchants of Surat to lend 
a large sum of money, returned in triumph to Ahmadabad in the 
middle of January, 1658.1 Some account of the operations is 
given in a letter from the Surat Council to the Company, dated the 
16th of that rnonth. 

The approching daingcr which our last accquaintcd you this 
towne soc much feared is allreddy fallen upon them; being m 
army of 5,000 horse, who came oncly to take the castle, or rather the 
mony in the castle, and withaU requested the English arid Dutchs 
pcrsotiall asistance in the business ; which wee positively denied, 
^terward hee desired us to afford the mcanes and to furnish him 
with gunns, of which good store hee knew was lying upon the 
Marine; but wee excused our selves in havcing none of the Lorn* 
panics shipps here, neither any great gunns. but a few smalc ones, 
which thee] seised on (belonging to the and digged them 

out of the ground where wee had buried them. Soc that wee have 
keept our selves clcare from assisting him m any thing of is 
business ; and although hee promised us halfe our customes should 

I Sec Elliot Md IXwwm's Uisimy »/ Ww,«». p. 116; Tutwnier'* 

yQl 1 . p. J 38 : Juduniutl S»rkw's /lKro«so». vol, 1. pp. 3*3 ' 

TrarrU (ColBttble’* trtnibitiqn), pp. 30 • Hopi# Tmnstnpls, sei. 1. vot. ia», no. J. 
A ktief 1 to» Sumt lo RSybii:. 6 June, 1659, mentions that inrio Arab, who Mitwl in 
Surat aiCovEinoi Jor AuraiiSKbin April, i6s9,«Bcied ‘ nllcusioinrafofira y 

given lo dieera men by Morad Btisw OE*"” of Ihs beinc possest of this port . 


134 WESTERN INDIA, 1657 

bee remitted and scverall other immunities and previiidges grnuntedj 
yett wee liked not the conditions of the obligations; therefore 
wee thought it best in this storme of exegencees to bee newtore, 
Md to have continued endevoudng to doe our business, with a great 
deale of submission and not much charge, not amounting to above 
3,000 ma[hmudi]s j which wee could not avoid. The Prince sending 
his serpawes [see p. 22] both to Dutch and English, and the castl? 

himselfo crowned, wee could doc noe less then 
send him some smaJe present, being two horses to him and two 
to the Generali, with some fine cLoath. Soe that wee have now 
eJeared your stable of your ouJd horses, there being but one left 
, *t<:oruodation of Henry Revington, which hee hopes you 
will alowe. Its not Jong since the castle was taken, and but few 
dajes since the Generali parted the cittie; who hath fleced all the 
merchants in towne, espotially those that runn away at the news 
comeing, which put all the towne in a fright and made the 
chetfest of them desert the citty; which hath been a great hinder- 
ance to us in your accompts. 

The statement here made as to the amount of assistance rendered 
to Shahbaz Khan in his siege of the castle was not strictly correct. 
We learn from a subsequent letter (O.C. 2905) and from the- 
Dutch records (Dagh-R^gisUr, Batavia, ifiCi, p* 411) that Revington 
seized the opportunity of doing a little business on his otvn account, 
by selling to the general a number of iron guns which were the 
property of himself or his associates. The price agreed upon was 
nearly 24,000 rials of eight, of which 5,000 were paid down and 
the remainder was to be discharged by instalments out of the 
sums falling due from the English on account of customs. This 
bargain Jed to difficulties in 1661, as will be narrated hereafter. 

Only one letter from Sind during 1657 is now extant. This is 
dated 13 October, and was written by Scrivener from Tatta. 
It describes the manmuvres by which the officials had tried to 
force him to sell his lead to them at their own price; but it 
contains nothing that calls for quotation. 
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Reference has been already made to the death of Mil ward and 
the dispatch to Gombroon of Andrews and Bell. The instructions 
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to the lormet, dated 31 March, 1657, show that the maan ob)cct3 
of his mission were to collect the Company's share of the customs 
and to reaffirm their claims to the continuance of this privilege. 
For the latter purpose he was furnished with a letter from the Surat 
Council, together with copies, in English and Perajan, of the 
original agreement, and was instructed to require a written reply, 
in order that ' w’e may know what we have to trust to If neces¬ 
sary, Andrews might go up to Ispahan on the business j it was 
hoped, however, that this might he avoided. In the latter case he 
was to leave Daniel in charge at Gombroon, while he himself and 
Bell proceeded in the Seajlmer to Basra. Returning to Gombroon, 
he was to bring away all surplus plate etc. from the factory, 
settle cither Bell or Daniel as Chief at that place, and then sail for 
Surat. 

The Seajlower reached Gombroon on 17 May, and found Daniel 
the only Englishman there, his associate, Maximilian Fleetw'ood 
(who was not in the Company’s service), having died that very 
day. Andrews quickly concluded that it would be necessary for 
him to remain, and, when the vessel sailed for Basra (a6 May), 
Bell was sent in her as the Company’s representative. She carried, 
for dispatch overland, a letter from Andrew's to his employers, 
dated 23 May, 1657, in which he explained the state of their 
affairs in Persia. He found that the Shahbandar had 

Resolv’d to pay Into your cash but 500 or 600 tomands at the 
most, being soc commanded to doe from the Kings Ettamon 
Dowlett before hee left Spahawn to officiat in this port as Customer. 
. . . After many disputes I raised him to 650 tomands, which is as 
much as [was] attained the last years ; though this years hath 
bcene too much presented to him the Shawbunder, Duke,* etc. 
officers of this place, more then in former yeaies, to the amount of 
almost 40,000 shahes. My endeavours shalbee (God granting life) 
to make your broker pay some of it before I part from this place ; 
hce baveing cleared many goodcs in your name that did not concerne 
nor had noe relation unto Vour Worahipps. There was in the rhode 
at my anivall a shipp formerly belonging unto Your Worships, 
called the Expedition, now Mr, Edward Winters, who had most 
part freighted her out unto More merchants that came passengers 

* Cfe p. ihe pftTiftus pftyiwnt is p^ien #5 Too tCmfliw; boi thi* Mtms 10 1 )S^Tiitdu<led 
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on her* Some Cftrgo hce had on her, "which being brought into your 
house before my arrivall, uppon promise of paiment of your share 
of customcs it remained there. The accomptts of this place are soe 
confused and dispcrst in loose papers that it requires some tyrae 
to shape them into any forme ; and when the most of paines hath 
becnc t^en they wilbee defective, being three yeares behind hand, 
and all dead who kept or made any of them. And indeed, such is 
the unheatthfuJlness of the place that a feavour hath caught hold 
on mcc at this tyme, havcing beene on shore but eight dayes * 
vsrhich makes mee c<^c to be^ your pardon and lycense that wee 
all leave Bunder for Spahawn, not only for our healths sake (though 
a IS a great reason, and much of your busness depends uppon 
your servants life in this place, all in India refusing the employ¬ 
ment because of the unhcalthfullness of the climate), but the 
bhawbunder advized race alsoe to goe upp to answere many 
objections that were raised against your receaving of any more 
customes, being the Company hec said) wore many Companies : 

alsoe to clears your accomptts and what remaines in your 
house in Spahawn, the broker below fi.e. at Gombroon] putting 
many sumra of mony, which cannot be here found, to the accomptt 
of the Spahawne broker; likewise to demand answere to Your 
Worshipps desires and rcceave the Kings or Ettaraon Dowletts 
answere. Being here uppon dispute with the Shawbunder concern- 
mg your just share, hee replycd that hec could doe noe more then 
what hee was commanded from thence to doc, and twas to small 
purpose to argue with him or the Govemour of this place, for hee 
could but advize upp; and that, if I were not there to solicit my 
selfe, there would bee but a very small allowance. The preserva- 
tions of our hcalthes may begin and end our plea for jorncying 
upp , that were tt oot to preserve them, the jorney it selfe would 
deteiT any for taking uppon them soe tedious irkesome a travaile. 
ine sad example of soc many of our frdnds lost before and owne 
sickness now, 1 hope, tis enough, with assurance of good husbandry 

?^ii!!!^ V “ your pardon, being wee cannot 

mlJow Your Worshipps order in returning to Surratt^ 

From Ispahan on 15 September Andrews sent both to the 
Company and to his colleagues at Surat an account of his proceed¬ 
ings. Of these only the letter to Surat has survived. The first 
part repeats, with some additional details, what has been already 
recorded above; and then, after a mention of the dispatch of 
Bell to Basra in the Srajtootfr, the narrative is continued i 

TJe 30th of June (I) arrived to Spahawn, still crazey and so 
contineued tell almost this tyrae. My first busness was^to s^utc 
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thcEttamon Dowlat; who, after tow or three slight questions made 
of India, gave me a wellcum and departed. Some few dayes after 
[1] waited upon him againe,. having the opcrtunity to speakc with 
him when all hb greatness of attendance ware not about him; 
he wanting only the name of King, his power being more, all being 
in his hand. Many questiones he asked concerning the Lord 
Bellamont: why he was no better attended : and concluded he 
knew well what he was : noc embassadore, but a souldicr of fortune. 
And not only that, but proceeded twas a shame for his master, the 
King of Persia, to pay customc to the people of England, for now 
we hade no king, and the agreement was made with and in the name 
of the King of England, as we might reade in [the] articles; but 
now neither (saith he) is their King nor Company, for thay are 
dispersed and there is many Companies; concluding that the 
English and his master are freinds, and long we had bcene guests 
and received custoraes, but never did any service for any king but 
Create Abbas; this King hade now occasion to use [from ?] us 
four or five shipps for a short time, and tharefore desired they 
might be ready this monzoone. Two dayes after our departure 
out of Bunder died the Shawbunder, the Companies loving and very 
good freind, having becne dearly purchased by Mr. Daniels folly. 
He often, in that smale time 1 was with him in Bunder, professed 
his reall affection to the English, and that wc should findc him 
abcU to doe what he promised when he came upp to Spahawn, 
having the Kings earc every day at liberty, being Master of his 
Wardrope, the King puling not any clothes on but what brought 
by him; but he Is dead. His brothers aonne was to be Shawbunder, 
because of the weighty busness which was in hand, and should be 
made known e at Bunder. Likewise he [i.c. the Itimad-uddaula] 
said twas the Kings request and desire to send tow marchants 
into England, not to trouble our shipps with much goods, only 
tow passengers, which ware to buy some varitiets] for the King 
and returne; concluding that twas more curte3[i]t the King paid 
customc unto the English, and tharefore reason we should be 
curteous to them. Unto the first of his demands conserning 
shipping, 1 tould him that I must write to Surratt for them ; and 
you nave heard somthing of this before from Mr, Wcalc [see p, 86], 
the Dutch havcing promised four. To his sccund demand 1 an» 
swered that I knew not what hendered but that ho might send 
such as he described and might have welcome thare ; concluding 
that those that received the customes (though but a smale part) 
would maintaine thare right, and his marchants would see more 
of the force of England then ever he heard reported. He told me 
he needted] not more informacion, for he knew well how [the] 
busnes was; and so we parted for the tyme. Twice since I have 
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had larg^ disc^mrcc with him canceming England and his marchants, 
as also how he might sendc goods by us into India and not be 
opened; in all his discource sifting our maner of trade in other 
places, that if we should denie his request, he would as certainely 
denie us custome, 

Andrews then urged that ships should be sent to meet the 
Itimad-uddauJa's demand. He supposed that they were required 
to carry Persian troops to attack Muskat, and that a reasonable 
payment would be made for the service. The transport of the 
PersiaQ merchants to England also a requirement that could 
not be evaded. The letter continues: 

The Dutch warr and the ill reportc of our nacion and Company 
given out by the Lord Bella mounts with the ill behaviour of 
Mr, Spillcr at court, when he vrent to demande just is on the Dutch 
for taking our goodeSj hath brought the name of the EngJish into 
very low esteme. Twice ^ince my arrivall hath he [i.e. the Itimad- 
uddaula] sent for the Kin^ piscash ; and the nejet ycare It pnnot 
be avoided^ unless we wilJ avoid the customes; for plainly it 
appeared that he seeks a way to breake with us. [So] that, if the 
Company resolve by force to maintaine tharc one [i.e. own]* then 
inded it may be [avoided] ; else thay must be presented^ But 
it shall be cheaper then formerly* The Dutch are still buszeing in 
the earos of the grandeefs] tales to our disgrace of thare beating us, 
that none of them will beleive to the contrario; informing them 
of all passages concerning our nacion. This I know to be true* 
The opertunity is presented them at thare frcqueint being in tho 
house of Ettamon Dowlett to dispatch thare negotiasion of si Ike- * *, 
T shall follow your advice in demanding the Companies share of 
custome of Ettamon Dowlett himselfc ; but having before aquainted 
you with what his drift is, I shall do it in as smoth a manner as 
I can, till I have your further advice what the Company is pleased 
to doe; for, as the juncture of times is, should I goe ruggedly to 
worke, I might quickly gaine nothing at all; being it hath lately 
bcenc disputed in the Kings Counsel! that the English can do them 
but little harme at sea; the trade cannot be stopt, for we shall 
have supply enough (say thay) by the way of Candahor And 
indeed, in the artickeUs of agrement with the Persion and those 
wise men that would make them then, thare Is not one worde of 
custome mentioned; but what we receave is by vertue of the 
Successive Kings phirmand[s].^ How I shall part with him [I] sh;dl 
give a full accompt from Bunder, 

■ Ttiii It bAfilly borne oat by lyrh wnlonA u wc poum ol ibe a|£re«innit (lec 
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The letter also refers to the arrears in the accounts, on which 
Andrews had bestowed much labour; announces the receipt of 
a letter from Bell at Basra, dated 25 August; charges Daniel 
and Wealc with dishonesty; explains what has been done in, 
realizing the latter’s estate; and mentions Andrews's intention 
of leaving Ispahan towards the end of September, 

The story is continiied in a long letter sent from Gombroon 
to the Company on 12 December, 1657, and signed by Andrews, 
Daniel, and Bell: 

Before wee left Spahawo, Ettamon Dowlett call'd us into his 
presence where hee had {as hee said) three thinges to rccomend 
unto us : T. that care should bee had of the Kings port, being wet- 
had part customes; 2. that our broker had abus’d the privilidge 
which wee enjoi’d, by bringing soe many of his goodcs into our 
house, and therefore must bee left to his justice ; and 3- that the 
King recomended one earnest busness to bee acted by us, which was 
the convcighance of his marchant (as hee then termed him) for 
India with some parcells of goodcs; concluding with many more 
words of extolliog the curtesies and favours that veee received from 
the King, though wee had not presented the King this ycarc; 
slighting much any power compared with his masters, saying that 
wee remained here on the accompt of those [that] made agrement 
with Shaw Abbas first; but noe letters appeared to testifie either 
what wee were or in what condition ; but wee were English, and 
guests to the King, and therefore must take care of this busncK 
of transporting the Kings marchoJit, To the first was answered 
tis true wee had part of customes, but not according to agreement, 
which now wee demanded as Your Worshipps right; uppon which 
hee said wee might keope our agreement^ if wee wciuld : hee heard 
of a King in England, but where was his letters, and what were wee f 
Twas curtesie that wee had any customc. Twas noe tyme for us 
in this confusion to retort ; though truth being their conceipt of 
themselves, hithned by being courted by Turkc of one side and 
Indian on the other, puffes them upp to an csteemc of their force 
and power above all others ; and tis truth they never flourish[cd| 
as now. Yctt I told him thatthose with whomethc King contracted 
with, in the name of the King of England, would maintaine their 
privilidges and preserti'e their agreement. And soe proceeded to 
desire him that wee might bee used as wee ought in sh^e of cus¬ 
tomes at port this ycare, being that his kinesman was to bee Shaw- 
bunder for this ycare (hee sitting then in the place ); uppon which 

mrant that tbeaercciiKnC rrfft*onb' to the divijwn of Omni, and nulcH no 
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hee spoke unto him to use us ctirteously (Cozclb^ish * fashion : to 
the face far^ and nothing of performancej; being hee shew'd his 
evil] inclination towards us, by his furious reply uppon our answere 
to Ettamon Dowlett his second desire to leave our broker to his 
justice; when that reply was made him the broker was our servant, 
and if that hee had offended in that kind, the death of soe many 
ChcJfe successively caus'd my soe sudden coming, and sickness 
soe small stay in Bunder that [I| had not tyme to enquire into all 
actions ; but it should not bee soe any more, and what was just 
hee might expect from us, who were masters of our servants; 
the like wee expected from him. His kinesman, Mahuinud Emeanc 
Beague [Mahmud Amfn Beg), now Shawbunder, thunderd out 
soe many ill words and slighting expressions of us ; which reccaving 
with a careless notice toward him, and viewing the Ettamon Dowictt 
with respect, caus'd him to comand him to bee silent; which 
mutteringly hee was, but finding that wee fear'd not his frowncs 
(which others trembled at) caus'd him to say that bee would dcalc 
well enough with us at Bunder, though hee admired what kind of 
proplc wee were. This fury [is] to Jong to trouble Your Wor^hipps 
with each circumstance, it being to tedious, and shewes their true 
intentions to seeke a way that wee may receave noe more customes 
nor enjoy privilidges in Persia; this very yearc haveing turn’d the 
Portugall out of Congo [see p. 85], where hee receaved customes 
as wee at Gombroonc; [they] waiting at Spahawn uppon this great 
man, spending their tyme to noe purpose. The last husness, being 
an^werc to his desire of transport to his marchantp [we] ahall 
aquaint you in another section, finishing this with our parting 
from Ettamon Dowlett, who then said hec expected our Kings 
better and a present; shutting upp his discourse in doubtfull 
disrespective expressions. 

As it was certain that otherwise their aharc of the customs 
would be little or none, the factors had made up their minds to 
offer a present to the King and to remain for a time in Persia ’ 

In which our onely aime is to preserve our small creditt and kcepe 
up a languishing name of the English in Persia till you please to 
revive it by force; for nothing can bee done without shewing of 
that, which, without executing much^ wee see plainly would bring 
them to better tearmes in accompt of customes and esteme of 
reputation. 

The accounts had been made up, and the factory cleared of ail 
remaining goods, leaving only some old household stuff and plate, 

* A icnn applied m ibe Turb fonitcd the ruling ejasa (w 
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to the value of nearly ^qoL Kxpciises had been reduced to the 
lowest limit that was reasonable. Were the factors to return to 
Surat (as ordered from thence), the result %vouJd certainly he the 
withholding of any payment on account of the customs ; while 
for them to voyage to Basra, in the interim of making up accounts 
with the Sh^hbandar, would entail as much expense as if they 
stayed in Persiap besides hindering their business. The annual 
visit to Ispahan was also a necessityp this being a means of over* 
awing the Gombroon authorities^ who were much afraid of the 
English complaining to the King; but the favour of the latter 
could only be maintained by giving him a present every third year 
(as promised), and oftencr w^hen necessary. After mentioning the 
decision of the Persian monarch 'to assault Muscatt this ycare’* 
and his desire to make use of English and Dutch shipping to carry 
his army thither, the factors resumed their narrative: 

The 23rd October wee left Spahawm, and the 14th November 
arriv'd at Bunder * where wee found William Bell arriv'd from 
Bussorah, with accompt of what hee had acted there in your 
busness; haveing sold the small remaines of agala^ and not 
prevaird with the Bashaw concerning your house their^ either to 
deliver it into your possession or repay the mony Mr, Cranmore 
gave for it; rcpliing that the English Company had left trading 
there some yeares past, and had neither sent his anuall present or 
a certainc duty of three per cent, on goodes not paid soo many years 
alsoe; and untill that was paid (which amounted unto more mony 
then given for the house), hee would not part with it; wbich was 
his finall answcrcp Uppon our arrivall to this place alsoc came in 
the William and and two dayes after the Cansianitmple 

MerchanL The former had but very few go odes, either of freight 
or their ow'ne; the latter full laden with freight. After ten dayes 
stay [they] were dispeeded from hince with small freight ; hwveing 
only laden on the and 7 akn two horses for your accomptt. 

They brought newes of tho distractions in India caused by the 
newes of the death of Shaw jehan, impeding the compieating qf 
their investments for England; fearing it might bee a great 
hindcrance to the dispeeding of the Europe shipping soe tymely 
as desired, if at all; being uppon his death all wilhee in an uproarc 
and noe caphila, either from Agra or Amfa]da[had], wiJbee suffered 
to pass. Since wee have newes of the cert cine death of the King, 
that tis feared will both hinder the shipping intended for England, 
as any from arriving here; which vi€c find by cxpericncep not one 
I {Port. 
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shipp from India being arriv’d, exccept a small junkc from a port 
acre Dabull, whoes lading is not w'orth lODOf. sterling; that wee 
fearc the small trad which will certainly bcc droven this yeare will 
cause small customes. As yett wee have noe certcinc newes of the 
proceeding of the Kin^ sonnes, or who soecceds; but all fowr 
strive to possess themselves of their fathers treasure, which obtained 
by any one is the way to give him alsoc possession of the greatest 
army, and consequently of the lives of his brothera j which tilt 
then, noe peaceable trading is to bcc expected in the inland country 
of India. The King of Persia, a young gallant prince, knowing 
the age of Shaw Johan would not permitt him to live many yearos 
more, indeavored to make a party in India, that by the way of 
Candahorc hec might enter and, in the confusion ’Which hee knew 
would follow the Kings death, gett what share hee could ; cndcavnor- 
ing to maintaine a correspondeneie with some of the nobles belong' 
ing to the sevcrall princes, or rather buying their frctndshjpp by 
anuall presents. In order to which designe the marchant formerly 
mentioned, under that name, negotiates affaires of this nature in 
India; and now more especially was recomended by Ettamon 
Dowlett. And that hee thought not enough ; but ten dayes after 
our being in Bunder, the King with his marchant (or embassador 
rather) sent his letter or phtrmand to assist his marchant in the 
sending him cither for Dabull or to deliver him his goodcs in 
Amdavad free from the view' of Surrat customehousc. Hcc arriv'd 
just as the Canstantinoph was setting sale, and soc mist the opper- 
tunity of going to Surrat, Since w'hcn hcc hath opened his busness 
to bee such as described; urging how much it imports both us, 
in respect of reputation with his master, and his master, in respect 
of his designe, that wee further his busness ; which of force must 
waite for the oppertunity of shipping; when hec must have 
accomadation for his voiadge and recomendation for furthering 
of his affaires, soe farr as relates to his usage on board shipp and the 
securing of his masters letters from Surrat customehousc, w'itb 
some small bundles of (wee bcleive) presents. The man haveing 
in former ycares beeno vizier of the custome house in this place ; 
very respectfull toward us ; as alsoe made his choice to putt him- 
sclfe rather on us then on the Dutch. Ilis reason was that hec 
tookc the English for a nation of ancient date, which a King 
govern’d (as hec said); the other a bad cast, and, though pow'crfull, 
yett not good. . . . Dayly wee expect the great Shawbunder; of 
whose coming the Govemour and the rest of the towne is in noc 
small fearc. Eiee threateneth u$ alsoe, for stealing custome (as 
hee saith), that hee wilt trouble us sufficiently. All is but to find 
pretences that wee may sitt noe more in the custome house. Our 
endeavour, according to our abbitlity, must bcc by faire words to 
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continue our privilidges, leaving the eatabIJshing and encreasing 
unto the more mature considerations of Your Worshipps ; which 
by force must bee effected suddenly, or taken leave of' their is noc 
more de1a3ring. To conclud this theame: they expect more, 
above and at port (to the officers of the citty and custome house), 
then the custome amounts unto which they are pleas'd to afford 
and that not continued putts a period to our power here j 
that if you please not by force to obtaine more, nor by trade to 
make use of the place, the charge will (as it is now) but contervaijc 
the gainc. And that will not last. Wee having talk'd of force^ 
and they seeing none, causeth them to cutt us short. 

A postscript^ dated five days iater, adds that, besides the two 
private ships already mentioned^ three others—the Adveftlure^ the 
Refomuitim^ and the Rickard and Martha —had reached Surat [ 
Tvhither also had arrived the md Tkomas (which had returned 
alter wintering at Madagascar) and the Dare (from Guinea]. 
Captain Broadbent. of the Two Sisters^ bad died upon the Coro¬ 
mandel Coast in his voyage from Gombroon, This letter, which 
was sent overland via Aleppo and Leghorn, was received in London 
in September^ 165S. 

The references made above to Beirs abortive mission to Basra 
are amplified in a letter from that factor to Surat, dated 16 October, 
1657^ sent probably by the Seafiawsr, In this he refers to a previous 
letter of 6 September (not extant), in which he had expressed a fear 
that he would not be able to obtain from the Basha either the 
restitution of the Company's house or the repayment of the money 
paid for it, a$ the broker refused to go w'ith Bell to present the letter 
written by the Surat Council on the subject: 

He not darcing (as I plaiiicly pcrceved) to speake to the Bashaw 
about a bu3ne$s which would drawe mony from him, and thareforc 
much displeascn[gl to him. So that, failcing of my hopes in his 
assistance, I w'as advi&[ed) by Padre Bamaba to bccum aecquanted 
with one Dervis Lussem,^ stc]liolcma3tcr 10 the Bashaw^s children^ 
and the only man in towne who durst motion the buisness unto 
him; w^ith whom he brought me aquainted. To whom 1 gave 
a pisca[$Jb to the value of 3^0 sha[hisj or thare abouts, and also 
to him I gave your letter, and entreated him to deliver it to the 
Bashaw and effectually move him in the buisness; W'hich he 
promised, and so farr bestirred liimselfe tharein that the Bashaw 

1 pQ^ibly a Enktaka For Hasin. Tha |>fccfejny word ii ci ctnjrbe prc^ly 

a idigiQU^ nuciMllcajat. 
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deputed the Shawbuuder to dispute the bui$ness with Padcre 
Barnaba my sclfc; with which ansvt'ar I y,m forsed Iq rest 
satisfied till the Shawbunder was at leisure ; m the intreni whareof 
the Bashaw againe departed the towne and went to Ctirnah 
fKurnahJ^ three dayes jurney of. 

At the interview which foJJowed, the ShShbandar told Bell and 
the Padre that the house was really the Basha’s propertyp though 
it had been mortgaged to the English by • his slave who built it" i 
further, that Robert Cranmer^ who made the afrangemeiitp agreed 
to pay yearly about 1,100 laris * 

In consideration of a duty due to the owner railed by them 
booabie; ^ which (as they say) hath not [been] paid in more then 
II yeares time, and according to that acconipt amounts to more 
then w^e demande for the house; which if the Company will pay. 
they shall freely injoy theire house againc. 

lo the second demand of the English for the return uf certain 
money taken by the B^ha from their former brokeTp it wa$ answered 
that if the latter would return to Basra and swear that this sum was 
the property of the Company, clearing himself also of other charges, 
satisfaction would be made. Lastly, the ShSh bandar pointed out that 
Bell s name was not mentioned in the letter he had brought, and said 
that he must produce a certificate from the Kazi of Surat before he 
could be considered an authorized representative of the Company. 

With which answer I was forced to rest contentedp since the 
B^haw was absent and his sonu, who was in the towncp wouJd not 
admitt me to his presence, nOp not to take a civaJl leave of him at 
niy departur. However, untwithstanding the ^oresaid answar 
I Shawbundcr, I did importune the scholcmaster to write to 
the ould Bashaw that he would be pleased to write an nnsware 
to your letter ~ which he tould me he hade don, but huw truly 
I cannott tcllp since no answarc came while I was ihare. 

Bell was very apologetic about his failure, which he attributed 
in part to Andrews's prohibition of any present to the B^ha unless 
he granted Bellas demonds. 

Besides, a great c htnderance to ray bu is ness was that wo ware 
so many English thare, and disunited, whareof undoubtfedily thav 
tooke notice and such advantage as to give the former answare 


* The [»c«ilrtrly^hiq>rf Mic known % thii name i„ ,(,e I'^ium 

l>alf and on tii* wen crast of India, tl wn. worth Marly no En^liih .hilUcL 

* Fatoibly coniicoed with ihe Ambk WkiMi, ■ pertatnios m » doork^wr' 
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Besides, Mr* Gar>^ sought to hinder me what he might; otherwise, 
shurely he wolde never have don as he did; for when 1 desired 
him to let Pedre Ch K,^ goe with me to the Bashaw{sj sone to speaice 
for me, he willingly bide him goe, becaues he couJd not tell how 
bandsomly to deny it (knowing 1 WTot about the buisness of the 
house), yet privately, before he went, he forbidd him that when he 
came thare he should not speake w^hat I bidd him. And thus 
much Fed re C. IC himaelfo tell$ me, and more he will relate to you 
in Surratt, he saith. So that you will finde that on[c] who, under 
the notion of an EngJishman (though indeed he is noneendeavored 
to spoyie my buisness as much as in him lay. 

Bell added that no letters had arrived from the Company during 
his stay in Basra, and that on the voyage thence to Gombroon 
he had made little more than 900 rials of eight on account of freighl: 
money. He hoped, however, to obtain a full freight of goods and 
passengers for the S^afi&mtr's further voyage to Surat. In her he 
was sending, by direction from Andrews, " 400 tomands nove- 
dunga’ mony ' out of the receipts of the Gombroon custom-house. 


THE COAST AND BAY, 1657 

The contents of the letter carried home from Fort St. George 
by the Mayfitm^er in January, 1657, have been summarised on 
p. 103. The nest we hear from GreenhilL and Chamber at that 
place is in a letter addressed by them to the Surat factors on 
lo September, in answer to one dated ix July. They forwarded 
a statement of their * aggrievances against the Nabob * (Mir 
Jumla), brought dow^n to 13 June : 

Since when the nusc heare touching the Nabobs proceeding in 
Decan differs littell from your relationes, only the takeing of 
Colburgc,^ reported by that party, is contradicted' but tis said 

* Wlw tills WOB dopa IVH appear- Pri»ii±nably he wai^ liht Pidre Bpl-tiSbiLi, a meicbef 
of the luklum CarmHitc mUftMii at Oasiu. The Fatben kept on good tertra with tbe Ejigliih, 
aad ibt ietteri frniiv India ond Periia inicikkd for transEniawon to Aleppo Di’trknd Here 
Kumuonly *enl to their care. 

■ That Gflty had eone to Mokha in the Amfy has already been mratioticd (p. 114^ and 
it li evident fmm thift letter tfaal h« had then proceeded to Baam. On njUJofuility k£ 
B note at p. 245 of Enffijh fsutoFifi, ih4a-5. 

■ Of this term no enplanatiop haa b«n lound. 

* K-ulbari^ at Giilbarea^ mv in the HyderlbilLd State^ about js mites itnrth'mt of 
Pljupuf. It don DOtaeein Id have been attacked in thk campaign, tbe ccnrK of wlucfi has 
beeti dHcribed m p. i 
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he is now at the siege of another strong place, called CaJlinarra 
[Kulyanij, where many bloody conflicts hath pased on both sides, 
which hath much retarded the expectation of his speedy conquest, 
and detained him from succoring his party in thes quarters; who 
were lately so invironed by the Getitues that they could not have 
long subsisted, had not the gcnnerall, Topa Kttsnapa, an old 
souldier, layed an ambuscada for a greate party of the Kings 
horse that hath bene plundring, and returning confidently (or 
rather carelesly) fell therinto; where though they lost not too 
men killed, yet fled so amajcdley that thay pm all the company 
in such a feme as most of them disbanded and fled, leaving the 
King and [his?J adjutant Shangee [ShanjiJ only with 1000 horse 
[and] foote; who stade behind two dayes and then retreated 
two miles to Arni, a strong castell on the borders of Chingc [Gingi]; 
whar thay are rccruiteing the army with the Vizaponans [ic. 
BTjapuris*] assistance, and intended cr Jong to be in the field with 
greater force then before. In the mcanc time Topa Ktsna 
sterengthens himselfe by all possible menes and Lciknrcly 
(leisurely P) followcs them, to see if be can get another advantage 
before thare whole powers be united. This unexpected defeate 
was about 40 miles from this place; which is now so well provided 
as [we] do not much fearc the worst [that] can happen, espetiaJIy 
[as] our cause is soe just. 

Two private ships had arrived from England, in addition to the 
Vine, whose coming had been reported already. These were the 
Virgin, under Capt, Daniel, and the East India Merchant, under 
Anthony Newport; they had left the Downs on 8 March, and they 
reached Madras on iz August. The Company had sent no letter 
by either vessel; but the factors understood that the East India 
Merchant 

is the last particuler [i.e. private] siiippe licenced for India, The 
Company, having thairc pattent renewed by His Highnesse, are 
preparcing to send out shippes with as [all P] possible expidition 
for PoUaroonc, and in November for this cost. 

From Bantam another * particuler ’ ship, the Jonathan, had 
brought news that Skinner had resumed his post as Agent, having 
quarrelled with and imprisoned his great friend, Roger Andrews, 
the commander of the Marigeld. Andrews, however, had made his 
escape to his own vessel and had sailed for England, carrying with 
him many goods belonging to Skinner, 

The allusion in the above letter to the strengthening of Madras 
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is amplified by a pas^e in a Dutch letter from Batavia of 

December, 1657 {Hague TraJiscripts, ser, i. vol- xxi. no. 613), 
in which it is stated that the English, fearing the vengeance of 
Mir Junda, had built a wall round the town. Col. Love conjectures 
this to mean the north and south walls of the White Town 
vol. i. p. 169), The precaution was taken none too soon. From the 
middle of September Madras was blockaded by the Hawab's troo]^, 
and the beleaguering—for the operations could not have amounted 
to a regular siege—lasted until April, 1658. 

The same Dutch letter mentions that six private ships had reached 
the Coromandel Coast from England in the summer of 1657, one 
of which, the Katherine, had been dispatched to Bengal in May. 
It also records the loss, in February, of a vessel named the Tiger, 
belonging to Edward Winter. She capsized in the road at Masuli- 
patam, when about to sail for Pegu with a full freight of passengers 
and goods. Besides a great number of lives, the loss was reckoned 
at 50,000 pagodas. 

A letter from the Company, dated 21 March, 1657. was scot on 
from Surat in the middle of September, and presumably reached 
the hands of the Fort 5 t. George factors some time during tlic 
following month- It was occupied chiefly by coinmeiits on the 
letters received from Madras, and these are of no special impor* 
tance. Directions w*ere given that any stock remaining after the 
departure of the MayjUwer should be invested and the goods sent 
home by some private ship. As in the case of the letter written 
to Surat at the same time (p. ii9)r » hope was expressed that the 
trade would shortly be again carried on by an exclusive Joint 
Stock, and the factors 'were reminded that any diligence and care 
shown by them in winding up the affairs of the existing stock 
would be likely to induce succeeding adventurers ‘ to have an eye 
of regard and respect unto you 

Before leaving the subject of the Coast factories, allusion may 
be made to two letters written by George Bradshaw to James 
Pickering at Balasonj. These strike a new note of modish gallantry, 
due in part to the increasing practice of Englishmen bringing their 
wives with them to fndia. Neither Bradshaw nor Pickering was 
in the service of the Company. The latter had just come out from 
England, apparently in a private vessel named the Peter and 7 ««e, 
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in which he had proceeded to Balasort\ Bradshaw^ when writing 
his first letter (10 Sept., r 657 )i s^sems to have been living in 
Edward Winter's house at MadapoUani {45 miles north-east o( 
Masulipatam) ; his second was dated from Masulipatam. In the 
former Bradshaw rcmind$ hi$ ' dear Jemmy * of their ' cradle 
freindshjp \ offers him any assistance in his power, and expresses 
an eagerness to see him ‘ in the^e parts \ He goes on : 

Let me enjoync you to prostrate my humble service to that 
immaculate goddesse, that holy $[aint]p Madam Billidge, and let 
her understand with how^ much devotion my seife and others shall 
endeavour to serve her, were we blest with her presence in these 
parts* Mr, Winter tenders his service to her, and hopes she'l not 
lorgctt to come back againe, being much desirous to see her* 
Remember my dutic to Mr. Ken, the memorie of whom causeth 
us often times jto] rejoice. I hope he^l accompany the ladie. His 
w'elcom to Mr* Winter needs not question. 

His second letter {26 Sept.) is in the same strain, with similar 
messages to Mrs. Billidge and to Ken, but is chiefly concerned 
with Pickering's interests* Bradshaw tells him that Captain 
(Richard t) Minors, who arrived some three weeks previously from 
Macassar and is about to return thither in the Easl India Merchant, 
is willing to assist him if he will come to Masulipatam. Pickering 
is accordingly urged to leave Bengal by the first ship, unless lie 
conceives that his interests will be better served by remaining 
in those parts* 

Of what was happening in Bengal during 1657 we have but 
meagre information. Wc have seen (p* 108) that Stevenson and 
Taylor had remained behind after the dispatch of the Mayjlawer^ 
and had been arrested (but subsequently released) in consequence 
of suits brought against them as the Company's representatives. 
The letter of 10 September, 1657, from Madras to Surat already 
quoted gives some further information: 

Yours of the nth of July, with Henry Cherrys aecompt etc. 
annexed coppyes, came to hand the Gth current; which (also 
your first clause touching the Bay) we have caused to be tran¬ 
scribed and sent forward thither unto Mr. William Isaacson, 
whom for want of able factors wc were necessitated to imploy 
for the takeing aecompt of the Companies estate and divers 
untoward actions among the factors thare, as also to compose 
the troubles raised by Pitte and his confcderate[sj, for divers 
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Mores and PortugalJs are tharein in gaged, as our last advised 
you. . - . Since when, vizt. the 6th currentj we received other 
advizes and some parcel les of accompt from Mr. Sttvensonp 
dated in May last, of noc greate importaince, nor can we say 
any thing more of this business tiJI we hearc from Mr, Isaacson, 
who the T3th of June last tooke passage on the Greytmtnd from 
Mctchlcpatam; of whose arrival I in the Bay as yet have no 
notice. 

The troubles which the ^[adras chaplain had been sent to 
compose had originated in the dishonest behaviour of James- 
Bridgman and Edward Stephens, who in 1651 borrowed money 
in the name of the Company for the purpose of carrying on their 
own private trade. As already related at p, kxix of the 1651-4 
volumcp part of this money w^as used in equipping, with other 
Englishmen, two vessels w^bich were sent from Bengal to Persia, 
early in 1652 under the command of Henry Cherry + In pursuance 
of orders from Surat, part of the money in Cherry'^s possession was 
seized by the Gombroon factors ; and on his death at Ispahan 
{Sept. 1653) his remaining estate was confiscated, and one of the 
vessels sold, to tncct the Company's claims. Unfortunately, 
certain goods belonging to Indian and Portuguese Tnerchants at 
Hugh had been entrusted to Cherry for sale; and the owmers 
claimed that the proceeds of these were included in the money 
seized by the factors. They therefore set the law in motion to 
recover from the Company's representatives in Bengal the value 
of their property. Some delay was obtained by pleading the 
necessity of referring to Madras and Surat for accounts and 
directions ; hut this did not avail for long, and it became evident 
that, unless some effort was made to adjust the dispute, the Com¬ 
pany's servants would pay the penalty. Hence the dispatch of 
Isaacson from Madras, Of the action taken by him. w^e have only 
the evidence of a letter which he wrote {in Portuguese) from 
Balasorc on 23 November, 1657, to Jo^o Gomez de Soito, one 
of the principal complainants. In this he says that he had 
previously written to England and Surat, but has not yet received 
the necessary accounts: he has noiv communicated with the 
Agent at Madras, and meanwhile, as it is clear that Cherry carried 
with him certain goods belonging to Dc Soito, ho tenders 500 
* tang^ ^ (i.e* or rupees) in part satisfaction, on condition 
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that the latter 'will procure the release of Stevenson and his com' 
panions, in order that they may proceed to Madras, 'where they 
will be able to investigate the accounts with a view to settling the 
matter. The result of this overture is not recorded, but we know 
that a sum of 500 rupees was paid to De Soito. Long afterwards, 
in 1675, the claim was revived by De Soito’s son, who produced 
among other papers a copy of Isaacson's letter, as evidence that 
the Justice of his case had been recognized. The English factors 
at Dacca, cither from ignorance or from guile, denied that Isaacson 
had ever had an official standing in Bengal. Finding, however, that 
the case was likely to go against them, they endeavoured to settle 
it by bribing the Nawab and his servants to the extent of over 
9,000 rupees ; but in March, 1677, the matter was brought up 
again and the factors were compelled by the NawSb to pay the 
complainant 1,000 rupees. The subject is exhaustively treated 
in Sir Richard Temple’s edition of Tke Dianas cf Streynskam 
.\fasi4r (vol. i. pp. 175-S5, vol. ii. pp. 49-64), w'hcrc Isaacson’s 
letter is printed in full. The Madras letter quoted above was, 
however, not then available, and the editor entertained some 
doubts as to Isaacson's standing in the matter. It Is now clear 
that he had been duly authorized to act on the Company's behalf. 

That Stevenson and Taylor, as well as Isaacson, had got back 
to Madras by January, 165S, is shown by the inclusion of their 
names in a list of men in Fort St. George at that time. 

THE SUKAT PRESIDENCY, 1658 

.'Vs we have seen, the East India Company had been re-establislicd 
by a fresh charter in October, 1657, and a ' New General Stock ’ 
had thereupon been subscribed, providing a plentiful supply of 
capital with which to reorganize the trade. This eagerness on the 
part of the public to invest, despite the political uncertainty and 
the heavy pressure of taxation, shows what high hopes were 
entertained of the future of the Company's commerce; though 
doubtless it was due in part to the general depression in other 
branches of trade (see Scott's JoitU Stock Companies to J720, 
vol. i. p. 261), and possibly also to an unwillingness to put money 
into landed property (then the favourite form of investment), 
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In View of the fact that so much of this had been sold after con¬ 
fiscation by the Commonwealth authorities and had therefore 
a dubious title as events were tending. 

With part of the money provided by the new subscription the 
Company purchased the rights and assets of the Guinea Company^ 
It having been decided to unite the two trades and cany to India 
for sale there the gold dust and ivory obtainable on the Guinea 
coast. By this means it was hoped to lessen the export of precious 
metals from England (to which so much objection was made by 
the Company's opponents) and at the same time to increase the 
profits of the trade. The new Stock abo arranged to take over 
at a valuation all goods in the Elast belonging to its predecessor, 
the United Joint Stock, besides purchasiug from the latter, for 
the sum of 20,oooi., its privileges, buildings, &c. These included the 
island of Pulo Run, In the Bandas, which was to be restored by the 
Dutch under the Treaty of Westminster (1654) ■ houses at Ispahan 
and Gombroon, with the right to half the customs at the latter 
place; houses at Agra and Ahmadabad, with a garden at Surat {the 
building there occupied by the factoiy' belonged to the emperor); 
the right of exemption from customs at Masulipatam and in other 
parts of the Golconda kingdom; houses at Masulipatam, V!ra- 
visaram, and Petapoli, as also in Bengal and Pegu ; Fort St, George 
(Madras), with its artillery and ammunition, and alt privileges 
there; and houses at Bantam, Jambi, Macassar, and a few other 
places in the Far East. 

Great part, however, of the paid-up funds went in providing 
ships and cargoes for the renewal of the trade; and it is a proof 
of the vigour infused into the Company's operations by its altered 
prospects that in the first five months of 165® no less than thirteen 
ships were dispatched, viz. six for the Coromandel Coast (and 
Bengal), four for Surat, and three for Bantam (one of which was 
to call at Madras on its w^ay). A fifth vessel was sent to Surat in 
July, and yet another sailed in October for the Coromandel Coast. 
Three of the ships were to touch on the Guinea Coast, to procure 
goods suitable for India. The value of the commerce which had 
developed on the eastern side of India, particularly in Bengal, 
is w-ell shown by this allocation of shipping. 

Surat, however, retained its traditional prin\acy among the 
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G>nipany’$ Indian settlements ; and when the Committees of the 
new Stock came to shape its administrative policy, they decided 
(24 Dec., 1657) to group all their Eastcfii establishments under one 
President and Council, seated at Surat, with four branches, viz. 
the Coromandel Coast, Bengal, Persia, and Bantam (Java),^ each 
under an Agent and Council. The factories under Bantam were 
to be Jambi and Macassar; those comprising the Benga] Agency 
were to consist of HQgli (the head station), Balasore, Patna, and 
K^imbSzar; the Agent at Madras was to supervise Masulipatam, 
Petapoli, and Viravasaram ; for Persia no particular stations were 
mentioned, but the continuance of the Gombroon factory was 
taken for granted j while the President at Surat was to have 
a special charge over the factories of Ahmada^bad, Tatta, and 
Rajapur (on the Malabar coast). Whether in addition factories 
should bo maintained at Agra and Lucknow was left to his dis* 
crotion. 

For the Bengal and Madras Agencies choice was made of George 
Gawton and Henry Grecnhiil, each of whom was on the spot. The 
post of Agent in Persia was given to William Garway, a merchant 
and shipowner who had for sornc years been a prominent member 
of the home administration ; while to the important position of 
President at Surat the Committees, disregarding the Protector's 
recommendation of a certain John Browne, elected Nathaniel 
Wychc, who had served in the East from 1627 to 1636, and had 
been one of the Committees of the United Joint Stock from 1650 
to 1654.* The term of office was to be four years, commencing 
from the date of his arrival, His salary was fixed at 500!. per 
annum, and he was permitted to take with him to Surat his wife 
(for whose previous history see p. 77)1 a* ‘ gentlewoman and iw'o 
servants. He sailed in the Eaglt, accompanied by the Smyrna 
Mirchwit and the Stfciely, early in April, 1658, reached Swally 
on 10 September, and took charge at Surat four days later. That 

* An a niiiutr of fict, the Bantam Agpicy remained practically independent ol Surat. 

* An account ol the Wydie family U si'Tti in Th Trmlf n/Fritr Mwvfy, vol, i. 15S. 
Kathaniel wu the youngest son of Richaid Wjfdie, who wru one of the first Coimnitteet 
of the East Indio Compoity. Ele w baptised ot Mitcham on 5 August, 1607 (infoimn- 
lion femn Mr, fjorrauay Rice, F.5.A.), nnd ms Ihererore liiiy years of Bf{|e at the time of hia 
appointment. One of his broUien wu Sir loiter Wyehc, who succeed^ Sit Thocnas Roe 
aa amhoffiador at Cnnstantinople. 
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he intended to maintain his post in all its ancient dignity Is shown 
by the fact that he obtained a licence to take with him household 
plate to the value of 6ooi. {Cotiri Minutes, 1655-9^ p. 246]. 

Of the course of events there during the preceding nine months 
we have bat the scantiest information so far as the Company's 
records are concernedn A quotation has already been given (p* 123) 
from a short letter sent home from Surat on 16 Januaryp 1658^ 
by Revington and his two associates^ John Lambton and William 
Tyrwhitt. The remaining contents arc not of much importance^ 
The factors said that they would have dispatched part of their 
remaining goods to England in the Cmtslaniifwpk (which 

carried the letter), but she had no tonnage to spare, and so 
the Refarmslim and the Merduinl Adventure must be made use 
of instead. The Assada Merchant ^ had brought them some 
benzoin, copper^ elephants" teeth, and wax from Camboja. These 
goods, the Surat factors wrote. 

Are very welcome, and wee ivish the Dutches envie may never 
prejudice us worse, since it hath been your orders to them to send 
there remaincs hethcr; which although this is a smale parte, yett 
is very aeceptable to us^ because it makes us capcablc of sending 
you home that which before w^ee had resolved not to doe, haveing 
noe more here then what will pay your debts, and that in goods 
to[o], and these goods most of them being old remaincs. 

The list of packet of the Merctiani AdvefUure (fJ.C 2645) men¬ 
tions another Surat letter sent by that ship, dated 2b January ; 
but of this no copy is extant^ 

Tliat Revington, Lambton, and Tyrwhitt wrote overland to the 
Company on 9 Aprils 1658, we are informed by the latter’s reply 
(23 March^ ^^59) i but the document is missing, and all that we 
know^ of its contents is derived from the Company's answer; 

Wee principally take cognizance (as that which most concerned 
us) of the continuance of the warrs betweene the sonns of the 
deceased Mogul], which hath caused great oppression and unreasan- 
able taxes on the merchants, and that a continuance thereof is 
much feared, being the Princes neccssitie hath noe other supply* 

■ Sm 5a for m (ucquclE of this primlc vfEnlure* of vhidh Butkeridg? was io diarpt. 
At Bantam the flbTp wu chiftered hy tbe Company's fai^tor^ to fetch a«ny ihc Tfmains 
from Cambojw ; but on rvcumin^ from Uiift erKpeditiui Ducketidgic wus prrmusten 

Eo go inicp Banloni road by the blodaadang lyuich fl«t. He thtrciipaa saited for Maca&garr 
arrd ihmcc cnrri^ 00 his c&n^> to Sorat 
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ment but in that which lie forccth from the people; which gives 
U3 much occasion to fearc that commodities will be sc^ce and trad- 
inc badd, if these wares doe continue. Wee therefore concurre 
in opinion with them that Surratt, in regard of those troubles, will 
be noe secure place to continue a residence. 


The first intimation of the reconstitution of the Company 
reached Surat on 14 May, 1658, when a letter from the Committees 
of the New General Stock, dated <► November, 1657, aTri\^d 
overland. This was addressed to * the Cheife of the English 
Factors and his Assistants in Surrattand informed them that 


it having pleased His Highnessc the Lord Protector, after sundry 
hearings before hinisolfe and his Counsell relating to the future 
carrying on of the trade for India, to conclude that the best way, 
as to the honour of the nation and profhtt to the adventurers, 
would bee to have it regulated and manadged for the future in one 
Toynt Stock, His Higbnesse bath therefore been picked to give 
and graunt a new charter, under the broad scale of Engird for 
the cncorporating of an East India Company, excluding all others 
whatsoever for driving any particulcr trade m any parte m India; 
and thereby hath given such encouragment that the drooping 
trade of India is now agatne reviving, and by the All might ics 
assistance is resolved to bee actively pursued. A large stock for 
that purpose is subscribed, amounting to upwards of 6 oo, 00 O(., 
and ships preparing for all partes of India. And that you may have 
timely notice hereof, as also of what wee purpose m shipping an 
stock to send for your partes, wee have thought it convenient to 


transmitt these our letters overland unto you (as ww shaU also doc 
by the ship Blackmore, who is suddainlic intended for the Coast 
of Coromondell), that hereby you may goe suddamlie in hand in 
the provision of such goodes, both for retourne for England and for 
sale in Persia, as in the following wee shall order. 


The Committees then announced their intention of sending to 
Surat in the following March two ships with a stock of 
of which 40,ooo(. was to be invested in goods for England and the 
rest spent in providing a cargo to be taken to Persia (for which 
purpose a third ship would be dispatched). Particulars were given 
of the calicoes, saltpetre, indigo, &c., required for the Ixindon 
market 5 and to avoid delay in the dispatch of the ships (a point 
strongly insisted upon). 

You have hereby power gpven unto you to engage us, cither at 
Surratt or Amadavad, upon the best termes it can bee procured 
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(which wee hope will not cxccode per cent, pur annum) in the 
ueurera bookes for such a some of money as your occasions (in rela¬ 
tion to our affaires) shall ncccssarilic require, and to continue the 
same at interest till the arriveall of our next shipping unto you, 
and noc longer upon any pretence whatsoever; for by them you 
will bee enabled to cleare us from that eating canker, which hath 
been very prejudicial! to some former Stocks, and therefore it 
shall bee our carefull endeavours to prevent thd ike in the future. 

This letter was sent via Gombroon, in order that the factors 
there might acquaint themselves with its contents. Another wtu 
dispatched from London under date of 31 December, 1657, by the 
fleet for the Coromandel Coast, and probably reached Surat in 
July or August. It announced that, as * our stock is cncrcascd to 
nearc 8 oo,ooof.', the Committees had decided to increase by 
^o,ooof. the amount to be invested at Surat for England; and it 
ordered among other goods ten tons of * coho scedei.e, coffee 
berries (the first instance of the Company's importation of that 
commodity). The factors were reminded that the recent open 
trade had not only debased the prices of all Europe commodities 
in the East, but had also raised the prices there of all sorts of goods 
usually bought for England. 

And not only soc^ but the said commodities arc also much different 
(espctially callicoes) in goodnesse and conditions from what they 
formerlie used to be. And all these inconveniences hath arisen 
because the said trade for-selliog and buying of all commodities 
hath been dispersed into soc many hands ; which now being con¬ 
tracted and reduced solely to us, the Company, and whom wee shall 
tmploy, wee hope it will be farr from any matter of diificultie unto 
you not only to bring our Europe commodities to thCir pristine 
reputacion, but also to procure us retourneablc commodities at the 
former usual! rates and goodnesse. . , . Notwithstanding it hath 
pleased His Highnessc the Lord Protector to appropriate the whole 
trade of India unto us, and to exclude all others from sending any 
ships or adventures thither, yet peradventure some persons, who 
have formerlie found the sweetnesse thereof, may againe attempt 
to send some shipping into your partes in a private way; which 
if it should soe fall out (though wee have noe great cause to fearc it), 
wee doc hereby desire you not to entcrtcync or assist any such 
commissions, from whomsoever they shall come, but on the con- 
traric endeavour to obstruct and hinder their proceedings as much 
as possibly you may. For all remaincs that shall be left in India 
of what already is sent forth from hence, Ubertie is given to the 
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interc&scd till the last of Janxiary 1658 [Le. 1659] to retfmrne the 
£^me for England ; and what shall not be retourned by that time, 
it is to be passed over to our accompt. 

Matthew Andrcw$ was to be allowed, should he so desire, to 
return to India, another factor being sent to Persia in his place. 
Finally^ the letter announced the arrival of the Eagl^, Smyrna 
Merthanif and Bmjamin from Surat; of the Socitty^ Dethick, and 
African frigate from the Coromandel Coast; and of the Olive 
Branch from Bantam* 

The Company's next letter to Surat vva$ dated 27 February, 
1G58, and was dispatched by the a small vessel which 

the Company had bought with an intention of sending her to 
China* This plan had been altered, and she was now to call on the 
Mozambique coast {to procure gold and ivory), and then to proceed 
to Cochin, KSrw^Sr, and R^j^pur (to buy pepper^ &c.}, and so to 
Surat* As the result of this lengthy programme, the original of 
the letter she carried did not arrive until some time after the copy 
which was taken out by Wyche. It announced the latter's appoint* 
ment as President, and formulated the future establishment for that 
side of India and Persia. This was afterwards modified in a few 
respects, as noted in a letter of 6 April which Wyche carried with 
him, and the following is the list as finally settled. The Council 
was to consist of the President and three others, viz, Christopher 
Oxenden {Accountant, at i5oC), Matthew Andrews (General Purser, 
at looi,), John Lamb ton (Warehouse Keeper, at 70/.). In additiorij 
there were to be a Minister (the Rev* Thomas Thomson) at lod., 
a Secretary (Matthew Forster) at 40^,, and a surgeon (Robert 
Ward) at 36/* Then came the names of eight men“John Bcreslord, 
Thomas Rolt,* Robert Carlton, Ephraim Widdrington, Walter 
Travers (all at 30/, a year), Edward Flyer, Thomas Atkins, and 
John Mould (all at 20L)—whose stations were to be settled by 
the President and Council; while Matthew Gray, Robert SaJnthilJ, 
Richard Btadwell, John Harrington, Richard Wyldc (zoL each), 
and Philip GifTard (loC) were to be wTiters in the factory at Surat* 
For the outlying stations the following appointments were made: 

* Third sofi df Edw^reJ RjoU of PertFr^U, who hul fnfiiiT^ A hnl Wiliin of Olhf r Ddffi- 
wd!* Thoiuu Hdt rcfC to be PrFiidFnt mi Surat (161$^), mud wai knighted hii returd 
td EnglMd. 
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at Ahmadabad, Anthony Smith (sot.), Richard Craddock (3of.}, 
William Parker (20/.), and Valentine Nurse (aol,); at Taita, 
Nicholas Scrivener (50!.), William Bell (30/.), Humphrey Fox 
(20C), John Man (20l-), and John Widdrington (lolj ; at ‘ Decan * 
(Rajapur), Henry Revington (Soi), Robert Herbert 
dolph Taylor (20/.), Richard Napier,' and Richard Taylor (2oI.). 
The staff in Persia was to consist of William Garway (Agent, at 
i 25 f)p Nicholas Buckcridge (50?.), John Koddesdon (30^.), George 
Morton (25!.), William Jennings ( 25 i-). and Peter Samway (25/J; 
the last two being intended to voyage to and fro bctw’cen Gom¬ 
broon and Surat. In the event of vacancies occurring, a selection 
might be made from Thomas Carver, Robert Masters, Ralph 
Lambton, Samuel Breton, Abraham Hopegood, George Gibbon, 
Richard Smithson, and Eld ward Swinglchurst, all of whom were 
believed to be in Surat. James Rich might also be employed, 
cither at Surat or on the Coromandel Coast, where he then was. 
Henry Gary was understood to be in debt ■ but if he could clear 
himself of these entanglements, the President and Council yrere 
authorized to entertain him, and the Company would then fix his 
salary. All persons entering the service in India must sign the 
required covenants, and their friends at home would be expected 
to give due security for them. Their salaries were to commence 
from the date of their establishment by the President and Council, 
and to continue until they resigned, were dismissed, or embarked 
for England. Those sent out by the Company would not draw 
pay until they arrived. The President must give a bond for 4,ooof. ; 
an Agent for z,oDof. ■ the Second at Surat for the same amount, 
and the Third for i,3oof .; the Chief of any factory for i,50of.; 
others, in receipt of more than 2oi. per annum, for i.oool.; and 
those drawing less, for 50of. Any one promoted to a higher post 
must give increased security. As regards housekeeping expenses, 
for the factory at Surat an annual allowance of 2of. a head was 
made, with an addition of afiof. a year for extraordinary charges. 
The Persia Agency was allow*ed loof, for four members, and looj. 
for extra expenses; while for the two factors to be employed in 
voyaging between Surat and Persia 25/, each per annum was 

< Sdfi oi Sir Ricbvd K«picr, who wim probably thi phyficiia mmlioncd in the Dittuniary 
of Bio^pky. 
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sanctioned. At Ahmadibad tooi. should cover the expenses of 
four factors, ‘ Synda ‘ and ‘ Oceanwith five factors in each 
were limited to i2o(. apiece. ' 

Other points of interest in the letter of 6 April, 165S, are the 
following; 

Th^ this present New Stock may not any waics become loosers 
or sulTer by such who cither already have or hereafter shall en¬ 
deavour to runn themselves in debt for the carrying on and sup- 
Mrtiog of their private trading or any other way, wee doe earnestly 
desire that you, imediatelie upon receipt hereof cause a gcnncrall 
publication to be made, both to the Governour and people in 
Surratt as ^so to those in all your subordinate factories, thcrin 
declaring that it is our resolution not to be liable to make any 
sattisfaction for any particukr debts or engagements of any man 
whatsoc%'er; and therefore, if at this your declaration it shall 
appcj^c tliat any English, either our servants or others, shall 
stand indebted to any of those people, let them use such meanes 
particular persons for the recoverie thereof as they shall 
thinke most convenient, for that the Company will not owne any 
debt that shall be made in India, by any of their servants whom¬ 
soever, but only such as their President and Counsel! shall contract 
« for the same passe their obligation, with our scale 

affixed thereunto. But if, notwithstanding this our order and your 
publiquc decimation hereof, any of our factors or servants or 
others shall t^ce up any monies and become indebted to any of the 
natives, wee doe require you that, imediatelie upon notice thereof 
you cause the persons and estates of all such to be secured and 
accordmghc to advise us thereof, that soc, if possibly, the Company 
may not by any such their indirect and unwarrantable proccedinss 
coitie to any dammage or bocnforccd to make good their engagements. 
And that in tins particuler our desires may be the more effectually 
and substantially performed, wee conclude it veric necessarie that 
hereafter, when you shall have a biting oppertunitie presented to 
make any new rapitulacions or agreements with any Princes or 
Dovernours for the future manadgment and ordering of our trade 
that amongst others you be mindfull of this particulcr. that it may 

“"y of their subjects 
somme or sonimcs of monies, or give 
particulcr person of our nation, or permitt any of 
them to become engaged unto them in any manner whatsoever, 

Company may not in 
satisfaction, but that ft shall rest singly 
upon the score of the partie or parties that shall have procured 
and engaged for the same, from whom they arc to scckc for repara- 
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tioix and satisfactioPp and not otherwaies. And if in this paxticulcr 
you shall conceive any thing more then wc have before intimated 
Tsrhich may tend to the suppressing of this evilJ practize^ wee pray 
you to make use of it,, and endeavour by al] meanes that the Com* 
pany may be secured, . * . The trade to East India being now 
againe sctled and confirmed unto us^ the Company, by virtue of 
Hjs Highnesse letters pattents in that behalfe to us graunted* by 
the power of which wee have the libertie given us to reteyne such 
of our nation in India as wee shall thinke fittp and to cause all others 
to quitt the countrie, wee doe therefore Tcqujrc youp our President 
and Counsellp that you give warning to all such that vree have not 
here entertcyaed into our service or that you {according to that 
latitude w^ee have in the precceding parte hereof given unto you) 
shall admitt thereuntOp that they prepare themselves to retoume 
for England^ And if any shall refuse to conforme themselves^ in 
submitting unto this our order, let u$ be advised from you who they 
are, and wee shall further direct you how to proceede with them, 
* , . VVee have not only enterteyned Mr, Thomas Thomsonp a minister 
of the Word of God^ to come unto you on the ship to instruct 

and direct you in the knowledge and service of the All ml gh tie and 
to performe such other duties as ought to be celebrated by him, 
but wee have further ordered the bestowing of the somme of 40I, in 
severall godly and divine bookes, and recommend them unto you to 
be kept in our factorie of Surratt, for the pubtique use of the minister 
and all our factors, and such other our servants in that place as you, 
our President and Cmmsellp shall thinke fitt; and that the said 
bookos be kept in a roome appointed purposely for the same, and 
not at any time removed thence into any pcrticuler mans chamber, 
without a receipt first to be given to the minister for the same. 

Directions were also given for the keeping in each factory of 
a full record of all mercantile transactionsj for fixing the responsi¬ 
bility of the factor for the goods packed by him^ and for the making 
of mvoiceSp The goods, household stuff, Sec., belonging to the 
United Joint Stock were to be impartially valued and taken over, 
payment being made by bills drawn on the New Stock at fij, 
the rial of eight. The outstanding debts of the Old Stock were 
also to bo realizedp and the proceeds (less any charges incurred) 
remitted to England in the same way and at tho same rate^ Any 
remains belonging to private traders after 31 January, 1659, were 
to be taken over at a fair valuation, and bills drawn for the value 
at 5^- per rial, Jesson was to be helped to recover any debts 
due to him, in order that he might be enabled to clear himself 
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from his engagements and return to England. In case of need, the 
President and Council might borrow up to 20,000/., but any 
such debt^ were to bo paid off directly funds became available. 

If any of our Agents^ factors, marriners, or any other of our people 
shall prove any way vitious or debauched, as drunkerds, swearers^ 
uncleane persons, sab both breakers, etc., or what elce may render 
them unfitt persons for a civill and Christian societie, or if they be 
such as shall slight the authoritic of our President and Counsell, 
or abuse his or any of their persons, w'ee doc hereby require that 
all such person or persons %vhomsocver be punished and corrected, 
according to the nature of the offence which he shall be found 
gull tie off ; and that in case they shall continue obstinate and per¬ 
severe in their lew^d and wicked courses, wee require you to dismisse 
them from our service and imploymcnt and retoume them home for 
England, with their particulcr crimes and accusations. 

To these instructions, the commission given to Wyehe, under 
date of 7 April, 1658, added some concerning private traded 

Wee desire you that you endeavour by all meanes possible to 
suppress^ all extravagant private trading in any commoditie 
w'hatsoevcr, and cspctially to take care that noe trade at all be 
driven in any of the commodities which are here by us prohibited, 
and that nit her you your selfe or any other whomsoever be per¬ 
mitted or tolierated to practice the same in any factorie or in any 
shipping from port to port within the iymitts of our charter. 
The partkuler commodities which wee have appropriated to 
our selves and prohibited all others from trading in, both 
such as may not be imported hither from India or exported 
hence for India, arc as followcth, viz, : from India and all other 
places wuthin the lymitts aforesaid, w^ec doe prohibite all callicoes, 
indicoe, cynomon, cloves, cardamons, benjameu, saJtpecter, pepper 
black or W'hite, nuttmeggs, maces, and cotton yarne, or any of 
them \ and outward from England for India etc.: broad cloth, 
kad, quicksilver, Vermillion, corrall, and ellcphants teeth, or any 
of them. And therefore wee doe hereby require you not to suffer 
any whatsoever to trade in any one ol the commodities premen- 
cioned; and if you shall find any person or persons that shall 
transgresse herein and presume to infring and breakc this our 
order in practizing any trade in the said commodities before 
prohibitedp wee doc hereby give you power, according to the 
priviledge in our charter, to make sci^surc of all such goods and 
merchandizes, converting them to our use and accompt, giving 
us advise from time to time of your proceedings touching the 
premises. 
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Authority ^'as also given to Wyche and his Coonci], 

If any person or persons whatsoever shall, 
charter send out any ships, or use any trade or trafiique 
except under the government of us the Company, after the fine 
lie end] of January 1638 [1659I, that you make seizure and 
confiscation of the ships and estates of all such persons as shaU 
presume to transgresse herein, according as m the fo™enc.onjJ 
charter is directed and warranted, and for the uses and accoiupts 
therein cjcptest. And for what you shall act in the premises pre- 
Sencione?according to our authoritic herein given unto yoj*» ^ 
doe hereby oblige our selves to save you, and all others 
Secute the same by your order, harmelcsse and indcranifigd in all 
respects and upon all occasions for the same. 

This did not exhaust the list of instructions given to the new 
President. While waiting in the Downs for a wind, ly: receive^ 
a further Ictfer from his employers, dated 9 April, 1658, which 
was evidently prompted by a belated considemtion of the argu¬ 
ments of the Surat factors (p. liS) in favour of the acquisition of 
a stronghold on the western coast of India. Since closing their 
letter of the 6th, they wrote, they had considered a former proposal 
for obtaining the cession of Danda Raj pun ; and as a result, 

Wee doe hereby give you power to ttcate for the obteyning of the 

saS p^rof Sl Ra^p/t=, 

or such other hcalthfull place upon the coMt of Mallabair m you 
shall upon cerEaine knowledge or information know to be fitt for 
securing of our shipping, and that hath a good inlett mto the 
countrie and trade, and such other conveniences and accommoda¬ 
tions as arc necessaric for a settlement; provided that such a place 
or port may be procured on such reasonable term« as fomerlic 
hat?i been proposed, or not exceeding the somme of four, five or 
six thousand pounds in the purchase ; but if the place answere all 
the ends before expressed, wco give you further 
shall see occasion, not exceeding 8,ooof. at the uttmost. soe that 
lo maX in a conditim or oapadtie to kcop PO» 
the same, and that the charge will probably be maintained by tbe 
customc and revennue of the place. 

The letter contained also a warning to Wythe to have the ships 
thoroughly searched on their arrival at Surat, as there was 
to believe that the owners had much exceeded the limits fixed by 

. Khairpit^n Wis OB th? ViiiEdrfc Riwf: but ibe itfn^t t'* 

^\liladrikR) at mouth. 
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chartc?r-party for the amount of private goods allowed to be earrictl; 
while a postscript added three names—Edward Doughty, John 
Boll, and Frands Cobb—to the list of ' supemumeraries' whose 
engagement was permitted, if necessary. 

When Wyche arrived at Surat he found that, of his appointed 
colleagues on the Council, only John Lambton was on the spot. 
Christopher Oxenden was absent on a private venture to China 
and the Persian Gulf as supercargo of the King FemandeZt while 
Matthew Andrews was still in Persia. In point of fact the former 
did not take up his new post until towards the end of November, 
1658; the latter, until January, 1659, Meanwhile William 
Garway (the Agent for Persia) and Henry Revington appear to 
have acted as temporary members of Coundl, signing the letters 
before Lambton. Revington, indeed, seems to have continued 
to assist in this capacity up to the time of his departure (ilarch, 
1659} for his post in the Deccan. 

The stock brought out by the EagU, Smyrna Merchant, and 
Ssciety amounted to 71,182;., of w'hich 65,540;. was in silver 
bullion, 1,5oof, in rials of eight (invoiced at 5J. each), and 785;, 
in crusados. The first business of the new' Council was to prepare 
cargoes for the return voyage of the Eagle and the Smyrna Merchant, 
and with this object the latter vessel was dispatched on 4 October 
to Rajapur, carrying a stock of 50,000 rupees, in money and goods, 
entrusted to the care of Randolph Taylor and Edward Flyer, with 
w'hom went Richard Napier and Philip Giffard. A factor named 
Robert Fcrrand was already at Rajapur, providing goods on the 
Company’s account ; and he, with Napier and Giffard, was to 
proceed with this task, while Taylor and Flyer sailed further along 
the coast to buy pepper and cardamoms. On the return voyage 
they were to pick up the goods provided at Rajipur, In the 
middle of October the Society departed for Gombroon, carrying 
Agent Gatw'ay and Nicholas Buckcridge j also four factors who 
were to be landed on the way at LahrTbandar, to assist Scrivener 
in Sind. Of these, three were Bell, Fox, and John Widdrington, 
appointed by the Company; the fourth was Thomas Atkins, sent 
in place of John Man (no longer in India). A sum of 30,000 rupees 
was forwarded for investment. 

By the Society was sent, for transrnission overland, a letter to 
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the Camp^myp dated 16 October, 1658, announcing the President's 
arrival and the measures already taken. OK'ing to the disturbed 
state of the counttyj goods were scarce and not more than two 
vessels could be laden for England this season. No cominodities 
were expected from Agra ] but the factors had managed to secure 
at Surat 300 bales of indigo from thence at 38 rupees per maund. 
The last season^s indigo crop in Gujarat had been scanty and poor. 
Calicoes, however, were abundant and cheaper than usual. Salt¬ 
petre was particularly scarce; the Ahmadabad factors could not 
promise any refined ; while from Rajapur, which " the onlie 
place where particuler men make their investment ol that com¬ 
modity this yearc \ not more than Go tons could be expected. 

VVee find by the ingotts of silver you sent out there will arrise 
a great losse of what [there] would be upon rials of eight; for though 
in their essay they proove Sevill and Mexico^ yet is there in the 
cutting and melting above li per cent, loss ; which wee thought 
fitt to acquaint you with, that for the future you maie rather send 
out rials then ingottSp they being more propper for to send alongst 
the coast. But gould will turnc better to accompt then either^ 

jesson was still in Agra^ and his engagements were so large that 
they could do nothing to help him. His debt to the United Joint 
Stock was believed to be upwards of 20pOoo rupees^ and report said 
that he owed above 100^000 more to other creditors. 

Reference was next made to the w^ar between the Dutch and the 
Portuguese, and to the Company's desire of obtaining from the 
latter the cession of one of their ports. 

The Dutch now (though with the loss of a great many of their 
men) hath purchased all Zclone to themselves. It is said they arc 
before Goa with nine shipps j which is more to prevent the Portu- 
gall from trading then anic hopes wee conceive they can have of 
taking that place. ITie government of Goa is betweenc two of 
the cheife Portugal Is since the death of the Vice-Roy [see p. 55] ; 
who, wee beleeve, have no power to treat with us about what you 
desire; but of this wee shall acquaint you more by the shipps. 
They have arrived from Lisbone two gallionfi, wbich^ it scemsg 
doth much raise their drooping spirritts, being supplied with 
ammunition and other necessaries they much wanted. 

The letter then resumed the narrative of the commercial opera¬ 
tions of the Council i 

Wee were in hopes, here being two jounks lading of good^ that 
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lost their for Persia the last ycare, to have procured a good 

freight for the Socieiii; but auth hath been the corruption of those 
that are in power here^ expecting wee should have bribed thrm^ as 
of late yeares they have been upon that accompt (which wee are 
unwilling to give way to, now the trade of India is in your ovTie 
hands), that it comes farr short of what woeexpected^ not exceeding 
12^000 mamoodoeSp However, wee have the convcniencie of the 
timelio sondmg the Agent and factors for Persia, which otherwise 
could not be untill December next, and have an opportunitie of 
supplying your Scinda factory with mofiey and those factors you 
have appointed, and at her retoume to bring hethcr w'hat goods 
are there provided for Europe; othenvbe woe must have sent 
a ship for them. Woo can give you no encouragement as yet for to 
send anio Europe commodities; here having been a verio great 
glutt latelio. But wee hope, when the warrs arc ended, they will 
goo off better, especially broad cloth, for it is more in csteemt 
amoungst these people then former]ic. The gunns you sent out 
by these shipps will, we fear, lie by us a long time; here being 
of particuler mens at least 3^*^ unsould. Mr* Henry Revington 
hath been verie ill ever since the shipps arrivall; but (God be 
praised) hec is now* upon the mending hand in Surat. 

A postscript gave the names of the dead or absent factors whose 
names were included in the Company's list. In the former 
category were Beresford, Herbert, Wylde, and Ephraim Wid- 
drington ; In the latter, Oxenden, Parker, and Richard Taylor 
(all at Basra); Andrews (in Persia); Hoddesdon and Harrington 
(at Cochin); Carlton (in China) ; Mould (at Bantam); and Man 
(' gone for England "). 

In accordance with the Company's instructions, Wyche and his 
colleagues published a notice repudiating liability for debts in* 
curred by private individuals; and also issued a warning to all 
Englishmen not in the Company’s service to cease trading and to 
repair to England. The arrival of a junk called the Peurt^ with 
English sailors on board, induced the President and Council to 
send dowm to Swally a similar notification, dated 15 November* 
1658, which Captain Richard Langford (of the Eagte) was 
directed to see published aboard all such vessels* This ran as 
follows: 

Countrymen, That you maie not plead ignorance, wee have 
thought good to give you notice that the trade of India is reduced 
againc into one body, and that no English is to trade nor be 
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imployed into any part therof but tho^e appointed by the East 
India Company, Wee doe therforg require you^ by virtue of a power 
received from them, that yee remayne no longer in the scrt^cc of 
these country people, but repare home to your owne country^ to 
prevent what may happen, if the Companies shjpp$ mecte yee, 
either at sea or in any port of India or Persia, 

These $teps, and the results, were reported to the Company 
in the general letter of iS January^ 1659; 

By the copie of our declaration sot up in this custome-howse 
concerning particuler mens engagements, you maie please to take 
notice how farr wee have proceeded. It hath caused divers to call 
for their mony, and wee hope will be a sufficient warning to thesu 
people not to trust them hereafter; wherin our care shall not bee 
wanting. . . . With this goes copie of a letter that wee sent downc 
to Captain Langford^ for to bo read aboard all jounks in Swally 
HoIOp Wee have likewise sent to the owners of all shipping belong¬ 
ing to this place not to entertame any English into their service^ 
If they doOp wee intend to give commission to all commaunders 
of your shipps to take them out wheresoever thay meet with them; 
but find so little regard given by allp that they say they will venture 
it and stay in their imployments untill they see a power under 
My Lord Protectors hand and scale for to comma end them home; 
which w'ce desire you will be pleasd to procure ; otherwise you will 
sufferr much in the freight of your shipps and sales of your goods in 
several! parts of India. But be pleased, wffien you send a power 
to remove them out of these parts^ to agree with the owners of 
w'hat shipps you freight, for to take the seamen into their service, 
or give them their pa$$age for the service they doe w^hiLt they are 
aboard ; othcn.vi$c avcc feare it may make them take some desperate 
course, and make them fly into the country, w^here they are ready 
enough to receive them; which may be prevented by providing 
for them, and invite them to goe home with the more cheerfullne$s. 
Wee have likewise declared to Englrsh factors that art? imployed upon 
particuler mens accompts, that the trade of India being reduced 
againe into one body (which is the East India Company), they arc to 
repairs home and to send their estates home out of India by the last 
of this month, and for what shall remaine in the country after that 
time, it is to be rated by indifferrent men, for which you are to allow 
them 5^. 6 d. per rial of eight. But wee find that many of them will 
remaync to dispose of their estates, saying that the allow'ance is not 
considerable. Therforc wee may believe there will be but little 
brought in upon that actompt ; and being you are pleased to give 
no more pow'er then to acquaint you thorwith, wee have gone with 
the factors and aeamcn so farr as wee conceive our pow'cr reaches. 
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The Welcome, whose dispatch from England has been mentioned 
on p. i46j appears to have reached Swally about the end of Novem¬ 
ber, 1658. As reported in the President and Cdiiticirs letter to the 
Company of 18 January, 1655, she had found the Portuguese at 
Mozambique * verie poorcand her trading there consisted only 
of selling a little broadcloth and some lead, and buying a quantity 
of elephants' tusks. The vessel then proceeded to Cochin, where 
no pepper or cardamoms could be procured, though some cassia 
lignum was purchased. 

From thence ilr, Percivall * went overland to Quilonc, where hee 
trucked away all your lead and brimstone for pepper, weight for 
weight; which, though cheaper then any hath ben bought, yet 
wee fcarc you will hnde great losae in its weight, it being a very 
light sort of pepper and wee feare will tournc much to dust. 

At Christmas the 5myrrt» Merchant returned from her voyage 
down the Malabar Coast. She had visited Mirjan, Bhatkal, and 
Can nano re, but could procure neither pepper nor cardamoms at 
any of these places. Returning to RajSpur, she took on board 
some pepper provided there (at a very high price}, and with this 
made her way back to Sw'ally, to hnish her lading for England. 
Meanwhile the BagU had been steadily taking in such goods as 
the Surat Council could obtain locally, and on 20 January, i 659 j 
she sailed on her homew-ard voyage, carrying with her a long letter 
to the Company, dated tw'o days earlier, from which quotations 
have already been made. This document, which was signed by 
VVyche, Oxenden, Andrews, Lambton, and Revington, stated that 
great difficulty had been experienced in providing a cargo for the 
Eagle, as the civil war had prevented them from obtaining goods 
' up in the countryThey had therefore bought several com¬ 
modities originally intended for shipment in two private vessels; 
and to these they had added some aloes for a trial, some benzoin 
which had belonged to the United Joint Stock, and the cassia 
lignum which had been acquired at Cochin. The last might, 
they thought, prove profitable, ' now the Dutch have all the trade 
of cinnamon to themselves ’. Their stock of broadcloth was still 
unsold, but they expected, 

When the Agra etc, merchants makes their retouroe, to sell 
all that is saleable j for wee arc already profferred 6 rupees per 

Edmum! FercivBj, & rotTchnat pd bcrarif the 
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yard, and wcc hold it up at 7. And thoueh the prices of all Europe 
commodities have been brought verie lowe since the open trade 
begann, yet {in hopes, now the trade of India is in your ownc 
hands, your preventing particukr men sending out any 01 those 
commodities, their valew may be in more cstcemc) wee desire you 
will be pleased to send out yearly 200 broad clothes, whereof 
f red, § greene, of the usuall prices . . *: 300 pigs [ofj lead, cast 
into small barrs (the better to transport into the country): 8,000 
weight of quicksilver: 5,000 wajght of vermillion: 4 chests fine 
and 2 chests of course corrall J 1000 weight of amber beads, such 
as you used fomicrlie to send r as much in great lumps. These 
quantityes of each commoditie wee hope to put off to good proffitt. 

A Dutch vessel had brought from Batavia a stock of spices, but 
with strict injunctions not to sell them below certain fixed rates. 
These were so high that the English factors had not felt justified 
in making any purchases j but they thought that the Dutch would 
be obliged in future to lower their price, and in that case it might 
be worth while to buy some cloves etc. for the home market. 

The Dutch continnnes before Goa with eight saile of shipps; 
but wee cannot bearc of any thing they have done, more then to 
keepc them from trade; for want of which the Portugalls beginn 
to be verie poore, both there and all along the coast. Yet their 
spirritts are so high that wee find wee shall not be able to compass 
what you desire j nor has any here power to treat about it. Be 
pleased, therfore, to thinkc of making some address to the King 
of Portugal!, for that is the safest and surest way. 

This advice was sound enough ; but when the letter reached the 
hands of the Company (towards the end of June, 1659), it was 
hopeless to approach the English Government with any proposal 
of the kind, since its whole attention was concentrated on the diffi¬ 
culties of the political position at home. 

The letter went on to deal with the provision of shipping for 
local traffic l 

If you intend that wee shall make use of the trade of India from 
port to port {as wee may to your great benefitt), wee desire that 
you will never let us be without two or three small shipps of 200 
or 250 tunns, to stay in the country; for besides the proffitt which 
wee hope to make for you by Gods assistance, your business w*ill 
require small shipping to touch, as they rctourne from other parts, 
upon this coast, for to bring from thence what goods shall be there 
provided; which wee hope to make more considerable then 
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hitherto it hath hctn* And for what goods are bought at Sciadap 
you must have shipping to bring them hither. And that your 
shipping maie no wayes suffer for want of seamen, be pleas'd to 
send out some yearlie, or agree with the owners of the fraighted 
shipps you send out to spare {if need beej a certaine number to 
supplie the places of those God male please to deprive of this life; 
for wee may expect none out of your freighted shipps unless they 
arc ingaged to it. 

The next paragraph noticed a report that the Dutch had seized 
three private English ships bound for Bantam, but added that^ 
presuming that an order had been obtained from the Dutch East 
India Company to permit unmolested trade in those parts^ a cargo 
was being provided for Bantam, according to order^ to he sent in 
the ship expected from England in the following April. The Presi¬ 
dent and Council then Informed the Company that so far they had 
not engaged any of the supernumeraries recommended to them from 
home. Only three of these were still at Surat, viz, Robert Masters, 
Ralph Lambton, and Francis Cobb. 

The attention of the Company was drawn to the financial posi¬ 
tion at Surat. The amount received from England, in money and 
goods, was 78j404fp The cargoes of the two ships now returning 
had cost about 58,000 /.; 10,000/, was being invested for Persia, 
6,^oooi, for Bantam, and another 6j,ooof. for Mokha {to be sent in 
the Socieiy). This left the President and Council in debt to the 
extent of i:,6oo/,, and destitute of funds to begin a new investment 
for England. 

So thatj unless you have been pleased for to ^end us a considerable 
stocke upon the shipp wee expect from Ginney, wee must runn 
further into the usurers bookesj or sitt still ] w^hich wee conceive 
can no wayes bee honourable or profitable for so plentiful! a stockc 
as is underwritten, when you can take up what you please in England 
at 4 per cent, and here you pay (when least) ?!, if not 9 (as most 
of the money that hath been taken up for your accompt before 
the ahipps arrivaJl). Bee pleased, therfore^ not to starve your 
business here, but send us out yearly such a plentifull stocke as 
that, after your shipps are dispeeded for England^ wee may take 
time before us to provide at best hand what goods you shall require 
home the next yeare; that so wee may not be subject, upon the 
least discontent of these usurers, to be necessitated to pay in their 
mony, or forced to sell unto them what goods they have a mind to 
buy, at such rates as they please ; 03 formedie your servants have 
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btcn forced unto by Virgo Vora etc. money lenders. And although 
you have not been pleased to mention what tunnage you will 
send out the next yeare, yet doe wee intend to goe on providing, 
in all parts where callicoes are made, the quantity wee now send 
you. except ehints and quilts, of the which wee will forbeare 
^•ndijig anic. And this must be done with money at interest, 
rather then to bee put to buy them at the second hand to lade 
your shipps home, and then to take what wee can get at dearo 
rates. 

Passing over several paragraphs which are cither quoted else¬ 
where or are not of sufficient iinportance to notice hcrc^ we come 
to a section which requires some preliminary explanation. Soon 
after the departure of Wycho from England the Committees ol the 
Company discovered, to their great annoyance, that aboard the 
Eagle and Smynia Meri^kaitt had been shipped, as private trade, 
three mortars, eight brass guns, and about 2.600 shells. These 
were the property, partly of the shipowners, partly of Jeremy 
Blackman^ and partly of Wyche and others at Surat; and the 
licence for their export had been obtained by Thomas Rolt from 
his kinsman, the Protector, Further, it was learnt that Coionel 
Rainsford (sec p. 60) had made a contract with Prince Aurangaeb 
to supply him with 2.000 of the shells at 38 rupees per maund. 
There was some excuse to be made for those concerned in the busi-^ 
ness. Inasmuch as ordnance and ammunition did not figure in the 
Company's list of prohibited goods, and moreover Blackman had 
apparently sent out a similar consignment in 1656 without any 
objection being raised. However, the Committees acted with 
much vigour. They brought such pressure to bear upon Black- 
rnan that he consented to hand over his interest to the Company ; 
and they resolved to exact from the owmers of the rest a payment 
of 4o(, per ton as freight. Such goods were also to be regarded 
for the future as prohibited, A letter was dispatched overland to 
Surat on 31 May. 165S, intimating the Company's displeasure 
at the transaction, demanding the names of those concerned (who 
were to be required to pay the freight mentioned), and ordering 
that the shells taken over from Blackman should be delivered 
to Aurangzeb in part fulfilment of the contract. It was to this 
letter (received 5 Jan,. 1659) that Wyche and his colleagues now 
had to reply^ They declared that Rainsford denied emphatkally 
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having made any such contract, or being in any vray interested 
in the business. For himself, Wyche acknowledged hav^ing bought 
at Dover an eighth share in the mortars and shells aboard the 
Stityrn/i MerckatU, but protested that he had no idea that the Com¬ 
pany would concern itself with such non-ptohibited goods. He 
hoped that the high rate of 4oi. a ton would not be insisted upon 
in his case, but, if it were, he would submit,^ As regards the other 
proprietors, the freight would be demanded as soon as the goods 
were sold. The brass guns had been sent out as a separate trans* 
action and nothing could be discovered concerning them \ the 
Company must therefore e^cact satisfaction from the owners in 
London. In addition to some other ordnance sent out by the 
Company in the Eagle and Society, the Surat Council wrote that 
they had at least 300 guns remaining unsold ' of the old stores *; 
so for the present they could not encourage their employers to 
consign to them any guns, mortars, or shells, * this place being 
glutted with all sorts of these commodltyes 

In the letter of 31 May, 1658, already mentioned, the Com¬ 
mittees had written: 

If, upon the rctourne of the IVilliatn or King Farnando from 
Chyna, you shall be assured that their voyages have proved 
profBtable, and that the trade is worthy the prosecuting, wee then 
give you our order to provide a carga[zoon] of such goods as will 
ntt those marketts, according to your knowledge and discretion, 
and to lade them on board our ship tVelicantf,^ committing the 

^ Tfl tibe Company replied Atig., Ihal tbe fnaiicr iromld be dllorwed to 

itimd over untii Wyidse's return ii? Engiind* when he; iltould be " Atry fivouribit)i" dealt 
vkjibaM 

■ That she KWcoww wai orljpnally dntined by the Company for a vtiyage to Ono* hu 
bem already menlioned on 146. Of this and ather sdicmei oi the som kiodan aflwuctt 
will be fi>iind it p. KStvi of Cffuri (^55-9- Scimfil private EngHsh iMpi hid mnde 

attcmpti to Dpen up trade with Dilnir hut o! their procecdiuEi we know little from 
m few ireferencei in the Dutch Thui a letter from Bitavli in January16^ wys 

that two Ert]|Ush shipt hod been at SJacao and hod lelt m lught withnut paying their 
to the Chlrvese, who were much incensed in ctmBequeiKe (Hagm Trantmpif, set. I. voL xidi, 
no. Anolher (iKtf,, ^5) of Detembej:, 1658, states that ihe King FmvnJis ivcnt 
straight fiom &i^lsDd to MacaOr hut wu kept utidet arrest for Itto tnontbs and prevented 
from doing any budness ; she was Afterwards a i Goa, and left That plate for Stim t at the end 
of 1657. The same letter nacntidn* a report pf two ^glllfa ikipS (apperCntly the Rrfi^jmttm 
and the j?iVkard and Afor/^ ; see ser. iL vd, ilL no. 149)1 havini; vuiled Macu+ it| 
[658, adding thlt k w&b frdteii the Partu^cse would place that seillemmL under 
protection. It iintcs also that the IJWiowj wai there in 165;^ and left for Monillfl. Vet 
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tnatt^idgmcnt of the voyage to seine such able person or persons as 
you shall know best quallihed to periofme and act therein, according 
to Such orders and directions as he or they shall receive from you. 

To this Wyche and his Council now replied : 

Wee can neither receive from Mr. Christopher Oxinden, nor anie 
other that have been at Chyna, anie incouragement for a free or 
proffitable trade thither. Wee shall not, therfore, as yet thinke 
of sending any shipp that way. 

The rest of the letter touches upon minor topics which^ha%'e lost 
their interest; though we may perhaps take note of a declaration 
that the goods of the United Joint Stock remaining in the Presi* 
dency would not suffice to pay what it owed. This matter is dealt 
with in detail in a letter to the Committees of that Stock, dated 
20 January', 1659. From the reply (dated 29 Aug., 1659) w'elearn 
that the value of the plate, household stuff, &c., transferred from 
the Old to the New Stock was 21,760 mahmddis. 

The return of the Sceiety from Persia and Sind enabled the 
Sviynia Merchant to be dispatched to England a week after the 
EagU. By her was sent another letter from the Surat Council, 
dated 27 January, 1659, in which they put the blame for the 
delay on Robert Fisher, the commander of the vessel, who had 
lingered' out of covetuousness to steeve cotton yarne ‘ (presumably 
to make more room for private goods). They also complained of 
his leaving goods behind at Rajapur. Thomas Atkins was returning 
in the ship at his own request, in consequence of the death of his 
uncle, Alderman Terns. The letter continued : 

If you intend to trade in India with freighted shipps, be pleased 
to have it entered into their charter parties that you are to receive 
the benefitt of all passengers that ^ocs upon them from port to 
port: otherwise they will expect it here, as Captain Bushel 1 * 
hath done for those hee carried for Persia, pretending it is the owners 
due, upon the same accompt that you allow them lof. a head out 
of England for thos that are not mentioned in charter partic. 
But wee conceive you, paying so much a day demurrage, ought to 
have the whole benefitt your selves - the passengers makeing no 

If Tt#r f ICT. i. vpL mi. no. S37)i*pt*utlit story nbdllt llw™t of J^ijijrFtrnniN&s 
lA We tmort Itpto O-C. a6^ that thu lasi-nttncd \e9s*l feft Eurit for England in 

lanimry, 1659. ha chief Dierehimt, Oirlitoplwr OMndeo, rtauuning behind! to mice the 

in C^^uhctl BLjsigDpd to hi m by th* COtnpany. 

^ LecniiiTd BuAhetl, the conunAiHler of the 
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use of aiiie of the shipps provisions but wood and water; which 
if it were not carried to supply their occations;^ the sbipp might 
carry more freight goods. 

The letter also mentioned the dispatch of the IV^konte to Gom¬ 
broon, and the intended voyage of the S<^ci€ty to Mokha, &c.; 
but these are topics which must be reserved for a later chapter* 

THE INLAND FACTORIES, 1658 

It was perhaps as well that the Committees of the New Stock 
showed themselves determined at the outset to tolerate no competi* 
tion fron^ private English adventurers, for a few of the former 
servants of the Company displayed some unwillingness to quit their 
independent positions. Thus, Smith and Craddock at Ahmadabid 
objected to sign the required indentures, on account of the clause 
prohibiting private trade; and further expressed a reluctance to 
be bound for more than two ycar^. The President and Councii, 
however, took a firm line on both points. They pointed out 
{9 Nov., 1658) that the Company allowed all men to send 
home their good^ without restriction up to the end of January, 
1659, at the expiration of that period would take over any 
private stock of prohibited goods at a fair rate; while, as to the 
stipulated term of service, they warned the two factors that, if 
they would not agree to the usual five years, there were others ready 
to take their places. Thus admonished. Smith and Craddock 
gave way and signed the bonds ; but the former protested that the 
salary allotted to him was quite insuJTicient, and the President and 
Council recommended the Company to increase it. 

The letters from Surat to Ahmadabad at this time contain other 
pass^cs deserving of notice. In one of 18 October the President 
and Council urged that any goods not procurable at Naridd should 
be provided at Ahmadabad itself : 

For till the Governour, Shaw Nawas Ckaun/ bo arrived with 

^ ShBli Notwix Kfaio, wmi fntl^cr^m^bLw of betll Miir 4 d Biilch^h ond Aur&ngxcb- 
At Uk Dutbmic of the fjvi] war be was wlh tbe who prampily impriHficd bim for 
tnanths at Burhinpur, lat he ibotlJd takt the side Jn the TCbcIHcm. Lwtcr 

|i£ wiu afst to GT3|AT&t aj GaYemor. On tbc umvvJ there (Jon. 165^) of iht fu^tm Prince 
OilfB. Shlih KawfAx Khiln wAS pcrtuAilcd lo spouse hiii ousc; and he fellr on tiis 

behalf I at (March. 165-91). 
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you (which wee bekeve will not bee under a months tjme)i wee 
have no hopes that the passage botwecnc you and Neriad will 
be dcarc of Rashpoots. For chints and quilts^ though wee have not 
the quantitie required^ the Company will be no loosers, the glut of 
them being so great in England that there is but little to be gott 
by them. ... If the Borahs bring downe their refined saJtpeeter 
hither, wee beJeeve they will get but little more by its sale her* 
then if they had sould it to you there; for particukr men arc 
provided, and wee shall not (as neere as wee can) give them m the 
buying of it encouragement to send anie downe hereafter. When 
the parcell you expect from MaJpore^ is arrived* you will doe well 
to lay hold on it and begin providing what you can to be reftned 
against the next yeare. You write that your engagements there 
[$ but 24,000 rupees, for which you pay J per cent, per month. 
That rate of interest wee doe not allow of, Mr. Revington etc, 
having agreed with Conge Ragogc [Kanhji RaghujiJ for to furnish 
you with what the Companies occations shall require at |- per cent. 
What you pay more then that* hee is to allow... , Wee doc approove 
of what you have laid out for oxen to suppLie the place of those 
you furnished Mr. Scrivener with; and desire^ if you can mecte 
with a pare of good oxen at that rate, you will furnish this factory* 
for here are none but what are past use, being fitter to be kilid then 
the imployment they are put to. 

The oxen were of course required for drawing the President's 
coach. The letter went on to forward a list of goods to be purchased 
for Bantam the following spring* when a vessel was expected from 
England to convey them thither. Reverting to the investment lor 
homc^ the Council continued : 

You have quite dasht our hopes of providing anie good indico 
of last years cropp. Wee will thinke of it no more* being you 
write there is none good to be had; in hopes you maie supplie 
that want with new, to be here by the end of December at furthest; 
of which let your next satisfie us. Shaw Nawas Ckaun is expected 
here within 5 or 6 daies. When hce comes, wee intend to give him 
a vissett, and to send along with him unto you 80,000 or 100,000 
rupees, in charge of some English* for to pay what you owe at 
interest* and to supplie you with a sufficient stock for the compassing 
of the parcell of indico desired. Wee are sorrie to heare that 
Mr. Scrivener mett with so bad a passage as you write of. If his 
bill should come upon him* pray paie it not, it being so unjustlie 
forced from hint. 

* u small itate in Malii KSullui. tl mu iht chiaf source of saltpetre id thoK 

pojta. 
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Scrivener, it seems, had been paying a visit to Ahmadlbad, and, 
while returning overland to his post at Tatta, had been held up 
by robbers and forced to ransom himself. A later letter (13 Novcm* 
ber) says that the robbery was committed by * the Rajahs men of 
Nanganah ^ and Cutch \ who ' forced from him about 500 rupees *; 
and since the incident took place within the jurisdiction of Gujarat, 
the Ahmadabad factors were instructed (g Nov*) to apply to 

Shaw Nawas Ckaun, who is now going over this river towards 
Ahmad[abadj* Wee have been often with him, and find hint to be 
a very great friend to our nation; but, seeming doubtful! that what 
presents hee received from anie would be writt up of to the court 
and made fair greater then they were, hee retoumed what wee gave 
him of \^lew, and kept onlie vrhat was of little worth* Therfore, 
when hee comes neere the towne, you are to give him a visset; 
and when hee is in the towne, be not backward in seeing him. 
But you need not present him with anie thing, but make it your 
plea that you had advice from us that hee would accept of no 
present; so that wee hoped to doc him service some other w-ay. 
There are two of his chdfe Scrivans,* by name Raja Ram and 
Gunga Ram, [to] whome wee have presented something here; 
those, wee beleive, if you have occasion to use, you will find very 
ready, for a small matter, to stand your friends. 

In the same letter the factors were warned to keep within the 
sanctioned limit of expenses ; 

Whereas you write that the Companies allowance of roof, per 
annum will be no more then to satisfie for hovrse expences and 
cattcUs meat, they have appointed servants wages to be included, 
understanding that in their factories there arc more servants kept 
for state then their occations require ; w^hich they expect shall bo 
rectified, and wee desire that it maie* 

On 20 November the President and Council pointed out that the 
monthly account of expenses received from Ahmad^bSd, converted 
at 2J. 3d. the rupee, gave an annual rate of over I50il-, though it 
included nothing for food. This was far in excess of the rate sanc¬ 
tioned by the home authorities* However, they directed the factors 
to place in a separate account certain * charges merchant *; to 
enter under the head of ‘ presents ^ the cost of arrack given to * the 
officers of the Durbar and Catw'all ' ; and to reduce to 

^ UhQj^K U^ CApiuLl of Cuid!i^j ii Enenn e. ; in n luote on p. i ^ of tJbic i &34-^ 
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one the three peons employed * for the quickning up of your 
dyers, washers, beaters, etc.' If these changes were made, and the 
expenses of diet should prove ' not extraordinary they trusted 
that the Company would allow the amount. They approved the 
purchase of new indigo, but desired that a preference should be 
given to the flat variety, as the round was not esteemed in England. 
They also ordered the provision of piece-goods and spikenard for 
Mokha, observing that the coarse baftas should be made into 
' caonikeens mussaphees ’, while the fine ones would serve for 
' cannikccns raoravades 

The two ex*factors at Agra, Jesson and Andret^'S, could not of 
course hope for re*employment by the Company, whose money they 
had used and lost in bolstering up their own private trade. That 
they were sincerely anxious to redeem their credit by repaying 
this money, and also by satisfying their local creditors, does not 
admit of doubt; but their liabilities were so heavy that thdr 
position seemed almost hopeless. One resource they had in certain 
claims against Henry Young, who, while in Persia, had received 
goods from them for sale on their private account. Young had 
advised Andrews that from the proceeds of his share too tumins 
had been dispatched to him by the RaebMk, and had consequently 
been lost when that vessel was captured by the Dutch {Feb. 1655). 
Andrews was evidently suspicious of the truth of this story, for on 
24 December, 1655, he wrote to Surat, asking that an investigation 
might be made. Soon after, he obtained evidence from the former 
Gombroon broker that not only was the statement false, but that 
Young had also sent him a fraudulent account of the sale of some 
indigo. He therefore again pressed the Surat factors (23 Feb., 
1656) to bring the delinquent to book; and his plea was backed 
up by Jesson, who had similar claims against Young. Later still 
(4 Nov,, 1656) Andrews renewed his suit, declaring that he now 
had evidence from London that no money had been sent to him 
on the Roebuck. As both he and Jesson were willing that any 
money recovered from Young should be applied to the reduction 
of their liabilities to the Company, the Surat factors had a strong 
motive for helping them if possible; but Young’s abandonment 
of the service and his absence from India proved effective 
obstacles. In the latter part of 1G5S, however, he appeared at 
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Surat j and on the receipt of a further letter from Agra he was 
called before the Council and questioned. He persisted that he had 
actually dispatched the money by the captured vessel; and as they 
had no evidence to the contrary, they were iorced to lot the matter 
rest* They mote^ howeverj to Andrews on 24 November, telling 
him of what they had done^ and advising him to come to Surat 
before Young could depart for Persia. Apparently Andrews could 
not leave Agi^f and so jesson camo down in his place. The result 
is recorded in a letter from Surat to the Company dated 18 January, 
1659: 

Mr* VV^iJIiam Jesson is newly come downe from Agra. Wee shall 
not be wanting to lend him our assistance in recovering ^ his debts, 
for to satisfic the United Stockc what hec owes them. His greatest 
debtor that wee can hcare of is Mr. Henry Young, who, the next 
night after hee heard hee was come downe, tookc his flight in 
a Dutch ship for Persia, unknowne to anie EnglishJ 

A letter from the President and Council to the Committees of 
the United Joint Stock, 14 February, 1659, stated that, on examin¬ 
ing the Agra accounts, it appeared that the balance due from 
Jesson was only 1,272 rupees, for which sum he had given a bill 
on a friend in England* He still owed a large amount in India, and 
was destitute of means to meet these claims. There was accordingly 
no intention of employing him in the Company's service ag^in* 

Five letters addressed by the President ajid Council to the 
Rajapur factors during the latter part of 1658 have survived ; 
but the only one that calls for notice is that of 3^ December, which 
complains of the delay in dispatching the from 

that port, forbids any further investment until the arrival of 
Revington {who w'ill start shortly for his post), and advises the 
factors to get rid of their remaining goods, except saltpetre, should 
any private English ship touch at Rajapur. In the letter to the 
Company of iS January, i6S9i already quoted, the President and 
Council say : 

What goods have been provided at Rojaporc was by Mr. Robert 
Ferrand ; wherin wee hope you will find his care hath bin such that 

• In a luuer in Persia ol 30 1659. tb« dnd Cmifidl rcptaled 

ozdcfi iwiv«J from tbc C^tnrtiany for the idii4« ^ Younffi"! «Ule ; aiwi d 3 » charged ihc 
lactort m\ to allow him 10 emcr the Conipairy'o houa<- 
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it will iavite vou to conftrme out taking of him into your service, 

Lt sich a you shall thinke fitt. There are none that are 

tppginted for t^at place that ever lived there; and being ^ ” 
am informed that hce is a civill man and able 
invites us to take this boldness upon us. . . - ‘^Unt 

Smmi* Merchant left behind at Rojapore in goods to the amount 
fraioH sterling . . . which being added to the i6oo/. (our calcula- 
?ionl will mU? us to be indebted 370«. sterling. Bee pleased 
theri’ore to consider what a poore foundation wee have to begin a 
investment for the next yearc. 

The dispatch of factors and money to Sind has already^ been 
noted* also Scrivener-s visit to Ahmadabad and its unhappy 
sequel! No letter from him during 1638 is extant; but we have 
copies of several sent to him by the President and Council, One 
of these (27 Sept.) urges him to provide as much refined salt¬ 
petre as possible, and inquires what quanUty can be procured 
there yearly; the others relate chiefly to the re-engagement of 
Scrivener and to the provision and dispatch of goods. 

While the English merchants were thus quietly pursuing their 
business. Northern India was being convulsed by the contwt for 
the imperial throne. The main course of events is familiar, Pniic_e 
Shuia, having crowned himself at RajmahSl, the capi^:al of his 
province of Bengal, marched on Agra to make good 
but he was routed by the imperial forces near Benares in February, 
ibs8 and driven back into Bengal, where be bus.ed himself m 
recniiting his army for a renewal of the campaign. More smo^ 
however, for the emperor and his eldest son w!» the danger 
threatening from the other side of India, where Murad and Aurang- 
Kb had leagued together for the overthrow of Dara. They united 
their forces in April, 1658, near Ujjain, and defeated the troops 
sent to oppose their advance. Continuing their match on Agra, 
the two princes on 29 May encountered Dara 
near that city, and gained a decisive victory. Dara fled to Delhi, 
the city of Agra was occupied; and after a short resistance the 
fort itsell capitulated (8 June), and the aged emperor became the 
captive of his two rebellious sons. Murad had now sufficiently 
sers'cd the purpose of stalking-horse for his crafty brother, and 
towards the close of the same month he was seiacd ;md impnsoned 
by Aurangitcb, who crorsned himself emperor at Delhi on 21 July, 
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1658. Data was pursued from Delhi to Lahoi'e, from Lahore 
to Multan, and thence down the Indus to Tatta, From that place 
he made his way through Cutch to Gujarat, where he gained 
possession of Ahmadabad, won over to bis side the new governor, 
Shih Nawaz Khan, and thus procured the means of raising fresh 
forces. Meanwhile, the close of the year saw Shuja, who had again 
advanced from Bengal, facing at Khajwah {near Korah) an army 
commanded by Muhammad Sul tin, the eldest son of Aurangzeb. The 
latter arrived himself in the camp on a January, 1859, and was joined 
on the same day by Mir Jumla, who had come from the Deccan by 
forced marches. Battle was joined on the following morning, and 
the result was that, after a hard fight, Shuja was completely routed. 

To these stirring events the only allusions in such English letters 
of 1658 as have remained to us are contained in two addressed by 
the Surat Council to Smith at Ahmadabid, reflecting intelligence 
received from the latter place. The first of these, dated 19 Decem¬ 
ber, notes that a letter from ‘ Scinda ’ to Ahmadabad had been 
temporarily stopped on its way ’ by Dorashaws people ’. The 
other (as Dec.) contains a more interesting passage : 

Your long expected letter of the 17th present is newly pme to our 
hands, with copie of a former of the 6th, which is miscarried.... Wee 
take notice of Doroshaws people taking of Ahmadavad, and are sorry 
that our good friend ShawNawas Ckaun issosoone displaced. After 
you have been with the Prince, falle not to Lett us hearefrom you. 

The account usually given is that Shah Naw5z Khan went out 
to welcome Ddra, and admitted him into the fort on 9 January, 
1659 ; but the above reference seems to show that the city had been 
occupied (possibly by some advance guard] at least three weeks 
earlier. That the Governor bad thereupon been displaced may of 
course have been an inference drawn by the Surat factors, who 
did not expect that he would change sides so rapidly. 

THE PERSIA AGENCY, 1658 

The non-surviva) of any letter written from Persia during this 
year and the general silence of the Surat Council on the subject 
prevent us from learning what the three factors—Andrews, 
Daniel, and Bell—who were there at the opening of 1658^ were 
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doing during its course. On the other hand we have full information 
concerning the views of the Company in the spring of 1658 on the 
policy to be pursued in that country, as set fortli in the instructions 
given to William Garway,^ who, as we have seen (p. been 

selected for the post of Agent in Persia. Garway went out to 
Surat with President Wychc, and thence proceeded in the Society 
to Gombroon (Oct. 1658), accompanied by his second, Nicholas 
Buckeridge; probably also by George Morton, whom the Corn* 
pany had designated for employment in Persia. They reached their 
destination on 29 November. Gaiw'ay had brought with him from 
London detailed instructions from the Company, and to these 
Wyche and his Council had added others. The former (6 Ap^, 
1658) contained, besides general admonitions, the following special 


instructions: 

laWhen it shall please God you shall arrive in Persia, endeavour 
to continue and cncrease a faire correspondencic bctwcenc the 
English and Persians; and to that purpose, in a convcinent time, 
to make addresses to the King, intimating unto him the Companies 
expectation to receive the moyctie of the customes m ^mbroonc, 
according to the several! phlrmaunds given unto them by nis 
predecessors, a coppic whereof is here inclosed. 

Copies should be obtained of the privileges granted by the king 
to the Dutch; and these, with any other particulars likely to be 
useful, should be dispatched home, both overland and via Surat, 

for the consideration of the Company^ 


In the meane time that you use all dilligence and carefullties in 
the having an inspection at the customc howsc m Gombroone, iri 
the collecting and sattisfyiog of yourselves what the amount of 
that customc may annually bee; which wee arc eniormed by 
advice from Surratt in the yearc 1651 the custome oMy of the 
goods from that port of Surratt amounted to 89,000!. in the whole, 
whereof one moyetie is 44»50o!., besides the custome of goods from 


' GttrwBv bclMi£«4 to a family wliidj had been pronunem in the East Company 
from its (ORwnentement. Hit gmndf athei. Sir William, had bwnmio of the 
Dominated in the first charter, uid his uade. Sir Henry, hod hew Gavtnwr 1641 
to j 6«. Hii tothw* William Gnrway, who alw served as a Coniim|tee, mamed ^TKwet, 
.UuBhter of AWenWn Roirland BaeKlioMse, and had a hiTp! fanuly, of whom th^ rmw 
m bdia, via. William, l<owIar.d. and a third tprobahh Robert} who was uifceaout 
bv wmiarn without the saattion of the Company (Cearj Mmulti, i65S-0p P- ***'> 

* This was' fairely engioiwd ia wllma, and well adorned with 0 waj^t , and the seal 
of the Company was afiiaed (CoktI Af fottm, P- 
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other places ; and in the yeare Mr, Spiller was in Persia the officers 
for the King received for custome for that one yeare to the amount 
of iiS,qooL Therefore wee desire you to t reate, and fairely and 
peaceably to demaund the full moyetie of the said customes for 
our accompt. Howevefp refuse not to accept of such parte thereof 
as they shall tender unto you; yet capitulating with them for the 
encreasing thereof as much a^ may be, alleadging such arguments 
^ . rc^ons unto them as you shall conceive may be most probable 
to incline them to enlarge our proportion of the said customes* 
^d this £0 continue untill from the Company you ahail receive 
further directions and instructions. 

The Committees^ however^ did not rely entirely upon the 
eloquence of Gam-ay and his companions, for they also tried their 
own persuasive powers in a letter (14 April) which they delivered 
to the factors for presentation to the Persian Icings This was 
addressed to " the high and mightlo monarch, Shaw Abbas, Em- 
perour of Persia, Media, Armenia, and other great and populous 
countries and dominions^ ; and it commenced by humbly remind^ 
ing His Majesty of the agreement made by his royal predecessor 
with the English at the time ol the capture of Ormus, 

Now may it please Your Majestic to take knowledge that, 
notwithstanding by our assistance the conquest was obteyned, with 
the expenco of much blood and treasure, to the great advantage of 
the crowne of Persia, yet have wee not received yearelic the one 
tenth part of what hath arisen by the said customes, and which 
ought in honnor and justice to have been duely paid unto us. Wee 
are most w^iUing to belcive that this hath been acted, not only 
w^ithout Your Majesties knowledge, but also contrarie to your 
Toy^ will and pleasure; and therefore earnestly desire that Your 
Majestic will now be pleased to impose such strict commands and 
injunctions upon your ministers and officers, who are or shall be 
entrusted with the manadgment of this affaire, that for the future 
a iMre due and just observance may be had to the performance 
of the said articles, and that weCj by our agents^ may yearlic receive 
the full moyetic of the said customes^ according to the true intent 
and meaning of the said agreement, Aa wee have a Just and 
undeniable interest and proprietie to the said moyetio of customes, 
aoo i$ it verie consistent with cquitic and reason that wee should 
demaund and expect the same, and doubt not but that Your 
Majestie will be pleased to enjoync and command its performance ^ 
which will be acknowledged for a singuJer act of your justice, aod 
eternize your name in the world amonest the nomber of the most 
famous and glorious princes. 
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The instructions given by the President and Co unci [ (16 Oct+) 
\s^ere n&tur^ly of a more practical character. These enjoined upon 
the factors the speedy appraisenient and taking over of the goods 
belonging to the United Joint Stock “ promised an early supply 
of Indian commodities ; and gave directions for the sale of their 
English broadcloth. 

Wee are informed that the Companies broker, Jechand, hath 
been imprisoned, and that the Shawbunder hath taken from him 
1500 tomund, for his unjust practises to coufltcnauiicc straungers 
goods in Englishmens names 5 \vhich vicc desire you verie 
scriouslie enquire into. And although you ought to require justice, 
if it hath been wTongfully extorted from him (being the Companies 
servant), yet if you find that hce is guiltte of so great an offence, 
wee conceive it but just that heo should pay the Companie the same 
smiitii, and require you to force it from him- Hee hath, wee hcarc, 
a verie ill name; and it is reported that hee will not sufferr anic 
merchant to come into the Companies howse but whome hce 
pleases for to buy goods, and those shall be his owne creatures * 
So tliat the Companie cannot have the bcnelitt of the marketts 
that other men have. This wee desire you will search into ; and 
if you find him guiltte of this or ante unjust dealing, wee give you 
full power to turne him out of the Companies service, and imploy 
another that shall be more faithfulL 

Reference was then made to an account obtained from the Surat 
custom'house of the value of goods exported to Persia during the 
past two years; and similar information was promised yearly, 

■ that you maic the better demand from them the Companies 
right The letter intended for the king was made over to Garway ; 
but he was told that it would be necessary at the same time to offer 
presents to His Majesty and to the Itimad-uddaula. He was 
instructed to ascertain (and advise by the Sonfrly) w‘hat English 
goods would be most suitable for that purpose; these would then 
be forwarded by the next ship, and would ‘ arrive time enough 
for you to cany up along with you The Society was to bo sent 
back to Surat as quickly as possible, with any freight she could 
procure, calling on her way at Lahrfbandar, in Sind, 

If Mr. Matthew Andrews be not come awaic from Gombrono 
before you arrive, pray acquaint him the Companie hath graunted 
his desire for to leave Persia, and hath appointed him to be here 
Generali Purser of the Marine. Wee desire, therfore, hce will not 
faile to retourne hether by this shipp to take that charge upon him. 
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Garway was tbea asked to supply Surat with five or six horses^ 
The factory had only one, " and that scarse worth the riding *; 
ctnd it was hoped that the profit made by selling the rest would pay 
the cost of the one retained. Care was to be taken to see that the 
freight goods on board the S^i^iy were not landed until the^freight 
ntoney and customs had been paid. 

By the two years accompt, which with some dlfficultie wee have 
procured from the officers of this customc howse, it doth appeare 
that in anno 1656 here was cleared for Persia to the amount of 
332,000/. sterling worth of goods, and the last year 112,500/.; 
which together is 444,500! At 10 per cent, custome {as is paid in 
Gombronc) [this] amounts to 44450/. The Companies due^ being 
the halfe^ ought to bee 22^225/., besides what is brought from, and 
sent to, other parts. Comparing that with what hath been received 
from those ministers, you will see how the Companie hath been 
abused ; ’which wee hope your care will for the future prevent* 

By the autumn of 165S the Committees of i:he Company were 
beginning to waver in their resolution to rely upon peaceful methods 
in dealing with the Persians, This vras due to the receipt of the 
letters written by Andrews in September and December, ifi 57 ^ 
Referring to them in a postscript to a letter to Surat, dated 
13 September^ 1658^ the Company said: 

Wee take notice that, notwithstanding he [Andrews] hath used 
his uttmost endeavours, yet wee are in hazard to loose our privi- 
ledges in Persia and our proportion of customes there. Yet wee are 
not out of hope that, when that King shall heare of our reseding 
of our Presidencic in Surratt, and sending a person of worth and 
quallitie as our Agent into Persia, that he will be perswaded by 
faire mcanes to establish our former priviledgcs; which if he shall 
refuse to doe, wee have some thoughts of maintaining our just 
rights, though with some hazards. And therefore, unlesse you shall 
find a faire complyance with him^ weo desire you to be very cautious 
that you engage not our estates In sending it up to Spahan, but 
rather to take the present markett at Gombroone, from whence wee 
can more easilie withdraw the same, if wee see occasion. 

This letter was sent in duplicate, overland and by theSniii^rfhin; 
but when either copy reached Surat is not recorded. 

In a subsequent communication (23 March, 1659) to Surat, the 
Company acknowledged the receipt of a letter (now missing) 
’written by Andrews on 2 July^ ^^ 5 ®* w'hich (they stated) he 
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Gives us a relation how the Companies affaires then stood in 
Persia, and what a moane eatceme they had of out nation, not 
sufferring our people to sitt in the customehowse ^ but when they 
were plc^sscd to permitt the j and th^it not’^'Jthstandiiig the 
Kings share of customer for that yeare amounted to about 8,000 
tomaunds, besides the Shawbanders fees etc., yet nee more then 
500 toittauilds would be afforded for our proportiorij that 
purchased with great presents and much trouble. Soc that wee 
are very senciblc of those great abuses which wee lye under, 
though wee hope that, when it shall appeare unto the King that 
wee are againe conjoyned, and our desires (by our letter sent 
unto him] shall be made knowne unto him, wee shall find a more 
faire and better complyance, by his commaund unto his ministers, 
then fomierly wee have done ^ but if not, wee shall then further 
consider, and give you order how to proceedc in this busincssc. 

That Garway and his associates wrote overland to the Company 
on 10 and 31 December, 1658, appears from the latter’s reply, 
which will be noticed in due course. The letters thcmBOlvcs arc 
no longer extant. We know also that Andrews returned in the 
Society to Surat, arriving about the middle of January, 1659. 
Of his former colleagues, Bell was probably left by the same 
vessel at Lahtlbandar, to take up his post in Sind ; while, as the 
name of Anthony Daniel henceforth disappears from the records, 
it may be opined that the climate of Gombroon had proved as 
fatal to him as it had to so many other Europeans. . 

THE MADRAS AGENCY, 1658 

Our information concerning the history of the Coast factories 
during the first half of this year is of the vaguest description. 
That Grccnhill and his colleaguea sent home some goods to the 
Company early in January by the Coast Frigate (a private vessel) 
is shown by references in the Court Minutes to the payment of 
freight for the same. That a letter accompanied the goods is also 
evident; but all that has survived of it is an enclosure, dated 
18 January, 165S, giving a list of men in Fort St. George. This 
includes Greenhill, Chamber, and Isaacson; Stevenson and 
Taylor, ‘ Bay factors ’ (ace p. 140); Shem Bridges and Andrew 

1 ^ repreHnUtiTc iht Campany had b™ allowed to hi in th^cuslcm-bottse to tftrp tm 
account of all cusloma paid MirtuUiy P- 
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Clapper^ assistants, but not in the Companies pay '; Robert 
Cowper^ surgeon ; Arthur Herris^ ' to command the out guards * ; 
a sergeant, gunner, two corporals, and twenty privates of the 
garrison ; and ^ 49 Portugall and mistezacs im ployed \ The 
absence from this list of the name of William DaweSp the whilom 
Secretary (see p. 39), is explained by two letters from him, one 
of 14 June, 165&J and the other of two months later, in w^hich he 
refers to the fact that he had been imprisoned in Fort St, George 
since Julyp 1657, and implores Greenhill to bring him to trial. 
Why he wa^ thus detained, and when or how he was releasedp wc 
do not know. 

Small as was the garrison of Fort St, Georgep it sufficed to keep 
at bay the Nawab*s troops, whOp as already mentioned (p, 137), had 
beleaguered the settlement from September, 1657^ In the absence 
of artillery the besiegers could make no impression on the fortifica¬ 
tions I and since the sea was open to supply the inhabitants with 
food, the blockade caused merely inconvenience and stoppage of 
trade, which in turn aEected the revenue-paying capacity of the 
districts round- In April, r658p the enemyp tired of his Iruitlcss 
operationsp came to terms. It was agreed that the English should 
be left in peaceable possession of Madras, paying an annual sum of 
380 pagodas in satisfaction of all demands. The claim of the 
native government, it may be notedp remained at this figure until 
ifiy^p when it was raised to 1,200 pandas per annum. That sum 
continued to be paid until the middle of the eighteenth century, 
when it was finally remitted by Muhammad Alip the Nawab of 
the Carnatic. 

In this connexion we may quote the rest of Chambers account, 
continuing from the portion given on pp. 94-fi, As before, the 
chronology is uncertain. 

Afterward Sidellee sent us word that hereafter he would talkc 
about our losses, but in the interim would have us to send him 
what was hi^ due uppon accompt of customcp coynage, etc. ; to 
which we answered that, there being see great a summe due to us 
and his being soe small, how he could demand it before wc were 
satisfied. He afterward sending us w'ord that the Nabob had 
conferrd all the affairs of these parts uppon Tupake Kishnapa; 
wherefor [he] would that we should write noe more to him (he having 
written many lying storycs to Tupake Kishnapa, whereby wc were 
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besieged a [51c] moneths). In tyme of which siege he sent to us 
Tvord that the Nabobs jounkes were to goe to sea; wherefor he 
desired our passe. To whom we returned answ^cre that, they having 
besieged us and not makeing satisfaceion for what [was] taken from 
us, nor returned the stone according to promisCj "what reason had 
we to give any passe for his jounkes ? After the denyall whereof 
they making the siege stronger, daylie fighting with us, driveing 
away our catteli and abuseing our people they mett, putting fines 
uppon them, whereby ace re wed great dam^e to the townt; alsoc, 
through the not vendingc of their eommodityes which were usually 
vended in this townc, the annual! rent of the countrey of Punnamelk 
could not be raised ; which Kishnapa Nague and Japa Nague ^ 
hearing of, sent order to Ballaravr to make peace with us and raise 
the siege ; saying that it was not profitable for them to warr with 
nserchants, and that, when tlie Nabob came, he might decide the 
differences; till which tyme desired there might be a friendshipp 
concluded between us; w^hich accordingly was agreed uppon. 
And because noe differences should arrise as formerly, we a^eed 
to pay them gSopagothes per annum for their share of the customos 
of the towne. Mter which Kishnapa Nagu sent Chintombe 
Muddalare (Chinnatambi Mudaliyar] with a partie of souldiers to 
Pullecatt: who killed Sidellec and tooke the towne under their 
government. The said partie, after pitching before Punnamelle, 
sent hither for gunns to take the fort, alsoe to borrow' some money 
for estpcnccs; which we wxitt them word we had none. Chintombe 
Muddalare comtngc afterwards hither himscife, saying that the 
Dutch had lent them 10,000 pagothes, and why could not we lend 
them some ? Which after we considering off, lent him 2,000 
pagotbes, uppon a pawnc of paintings, he giving his bond to pay 
14 pagothes per moneth interest. We afterward sending broad 
cloth into the campe to sell to the value of tooo pagothes; which 
Tupakc Kishnapa tooke, promising to pay for it, but never did yet. 
Soe that this 1000 pagothes and the other 3,000 pagothes, with the 
interest, is due to us. 

This somewhat confused account may be supplemented by 
extracts Irom two letters addressed by Grecnhill and Chamber 
at Fort St. George to the factors at Bantam. In the first of these, 
dated 12 July, 1658, they say : 

And now wc shall conclude with a short relacion of our own 
troubles, ,Aftcr many disputes with the Nabob and his ministers 
about OUT priviledgcs and other abuses, and some bickeetings, with 

‘ Aijntppii Nsysk, brother ar D&nurln Venlutnppa, (fam whom the origloar )!Tut wu 
nbtuncd ifor imiudiiig; Fort St. C?cit|;c. 
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the sustaining ncere ^cven [si€] months ei^c^ the enemy ro?e the 19th 
April! last, frustrate in his main de$igii$ and leaving us in a better 
condicion then formerly; \vhich ho promiseth to continue inviol¬ 
ably, and is (at least seemingly) become our great friend, having 
rendred up his interest in our town and customes for the rent of 
380 pagodcs per annum ; which w-ill be a great ease to us, especially 
for matter of further disputes and troubles^ We hope^ and they 
promise^ not to begin new differences, having by their own con¬ 
fession sped so id in this last, w^hich hath been maintained and 
decided to the Companies and nations honour 

The second (28 August) contains the following passage: 

\Vc for our parts hitherto enjoy all freedome and quietnesse^ 
though the noyse of w-^arre and thundering of ordinance are day and 
night w'ithin our hearing. The castle of Pulomolce^ about ten miles 
off, having revolted to the King of Gulcondah, is bcleagred by 
Topakisna^s forces^ that formerly besieged us and Pulieatt; to 
w’hom it had been rendred ere this time, but that they expect help 
from the Gulcondah forces, which are said to be marching this 
wayes.* So as you may easily guessc at the misery the^e countiy^es 
suffer, being covered with many several! armyes, and is very 
destructive to the trade thereof and consequently to our present 
affaires ; so as we are forced for the most part to fetch our goods 
30 leagues on each side from this place. 

The same two letters had something to say also about the con¬ 
tinued success of the Dutch in their hostilities against the Portu* 
gucse, and the consequent alarm of the latter. Thus in that of 
12 July we read: 

The Dutch are now become lords of all Zeylon, having taken 
Japhnapatan^ under command of Signor Ryckloffe van Codes 
[Goens], and threaten both St. Thoma and Negapatan on this 
coast, to extirpate the Portugal! utterly in these parts. What will 
be the i^ue, time must determine; but our poorc neighbours are 
in a terrible fcare* 

The second refers to a fear that the Dutch may have intercepted 
the Company's ships sent to Bantam i 

* From ih« Dutch we leam that In Ociciber Kull rtUnmajulLii^ Gokondu 

f uitea ^\n EUcted a. delciU on Tuix&hJ Xruhnnppap w Ik> wm wuunded and uken prisoner. 

The victor fubdufcd dl thedisuict Ttmnd Xlsdruip mid ihe 1 >ulch it Fvlleatlound. ihemtelvet 
to COtnc tn lenni Vrith hhn, while Son Thomi^ vho mbmitted 
*cr^ i. viol, iDtiEi. fvo^ 635). 

■ Jofnftpatam rendered to the Dutch on 1 j Juiw* 1656, aOer n sae^pc of oi-er two 
monUii {Hofue L yo\. mcii. no#. 695^ 637, 6^8, 
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We know them insoknt enotigh p not only by what we have heard 
them act in your parts, but hcere they have taken three vesseUs 
belonging to some of our natiou in the Bay, as they were trading 
to Zeylon and Jafnapatan, seizing upon the goods, imprisoning the 
men^ and traversing them from ship to ship; some whereof are 
now at PuJicat and like to be carryed to Batavia on this ship,, 
uni esse our letter to the Governor there procure their freedome^^ 
Our said last told you of their design upon all Negapatan and San 
Thoma. The first wa$ rend red up unto them by the Portugalls 
without any dispute, having been much distressed before their 
coming by the Nague of Tangjour, who pretended thereunto, 
whereupon there arose a quarrell betwixt him and the Dutch, 
which is not yet reconcQed. They also brought their fleet before 
San Thoma; which had runrte the same fortune, but that they 
submitted to Topakisna's protection, who sent a captain and 
seme souldlers to take possession of the city in his name^ that 
prohibited the Dutch landing there; who, peTceiving how the 
world went, bent their course, some to PuJicat and some to Nega¬ 
patan, much displeased they should be so deceived in their 
expectacion.^ 

If the materials for local history are scanty, the same complaint 
cannot be made concerning the commereial side, particularly as re¬ 
gards letters from the Company* It was the practice to dispatch the 
ships for Madras and Bengal considerably earlier than those intended 
for Surat; and the first three vessels sent out to the East by 
the New General Stock—^the Marigold (Captain John Connis), the 
Blackamoor (Giptain John Price), and the Anne (Captain Robert 
Knox) ^—were all bound for the Coromandel Coast, the last two 
direct, and the first by way of Guinea* They left the Downs on 
SSI January, the Blackamoor and Anne having on board two 
letters addressed to the Agent and Factors at Fort St^ George, 
both dated 31 December, 1657, The first of these was from the 
Committees of the United Joint Stock, and answered the two 
letters from Madras of xo November^ 1656^ and 28 January^ 2:637- 

* The Dutch vcmrni is thit two tmall ^wcU to a Mrp * Hjistmgli * nt Balosorc 

wm KiKd near Negapatam bocauK they trere artyuig flmmimitiQm to J&ftmpaujTi dq^ring 
Lbe ikfit (/Idcttf Transtrif^lif ««f. i. vol. Kxil. dm . 6?5p vqK xxiii. tios. 64j. 651}. 
A letteir from BalHore of 18 JunCp 1655 [Q.C* mentians a Richard Buiiapp whu 
was [Lf^Armtly a pri^w tiader Uiefo. 0 ,C, 2851 refen to him u pilot of a Bed^I junSt 

* See voL axij, nw- 639=. 

■ 3rtudi kfarniaLios about Lbe voyage of the A«n< will t* found ku Mr. D. \V* FergUMni'^i 
privately prinird wurb an Ri^i Kmx. 
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The account given in those letters of the seizure of the Nau-ab Mir 
Juiula's junk and the troubles thereby occasioned moved the 
Committees to a stem rebuke ; 

Wee cannot but wonder that you, which might have lived quietly, 
had you stood as newters, should unadvisedly, upon a bare supposi¬ 
tion that the Nabob would be worsted in those warrs, make seizure 
of his jounck, in ejcpcctation to find store of the Nabobs treasure 
aboard; which, if it had soe falne out, might (as the scale is now 
toumed) have cost us farr dearer then yet it hath done; having 
already suffered the losse of a considerable quantitic of callicoes, 
which, whether ours or belonging to others, is passed to our 
accompt. But wee hope you will better examine the busincssc. 
and charge noe more upon us then belongeth to our accompt. 

The same suspicious attitude was displayed in some comments 
on the reports made concerning affairs in Bengal. In Blake’s 
desertion of their service and Waldegtave's alleged loss of his papers 
the Committees inclined to see a sinister design intended to cover 
op ' Mr. Bridgmans and their ownc unwarrantable actions '; and 
a hope was expressed that the Madras factors would persist in 
getting at the truth of ‘ these untoward passages in the Bay 
especially as the Company was being pressed in London by the 
administrator of Cherry's estate to repay what was seized in 
Persia. 

In answere to what is written in relation to the Brammines, 
whom, according to the description you have given of them and 
their actions, are questionlessc very unworthy and wicked people, 
wee can say noe more then this : that, though wee formerlie in our 
letters gave you order to protect them from violence and abuse, 
it was upon this consideration, that wee were informed they had 
done us good and acceptable service. It was never our intent to 
protect such as should practize sorcerie and witchcraft, foment 
discords, forge plotts and conspiracies, and the like, being abomin¬ 
able practizes, and deserves the greatest of punishments, if really 
true and proved. But as wee would not have the innocent to suffer, 
soe neither is it fitt the guiltie should goe unpunished; therefore 
wee doc desire that (being wee find Mr, G^eenhill to expresse 
something of discontent) noe mans passion may overrule his reason, 
but that ^1 actions may be governed and manadged with discretion 
and justicie. And as for Mr. Grecnhills particuler, who, as he saith, 
hopes ere long to appeare before us and vindicate himsclfe from all 
asspertions, and that he expects that wee should doe him justice 
against Mr. Baker: to this wee say, when it shall please God here 
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to arrive him, he shall assuredly find that wee shall tioe way 
discountinance but owne him ia all such actions as to us shall 
appcarc just and equitable^ 

The Committees also suspected sharp practice on the part of the 
Madras factors in the lading of the Mayflower. They had discovered 
that certain goods brought from Bengal had been taken out 
at the Fort; and they wished to know the reason of this. The 
sugar provided in Hdgli was invoiced at about 3 is. a bale, wbile 
some shipped at Madras (suspected to be part of the goods pre¬ 
viously taken out of the vessel there) was charged at aSr.; as both 
consignments seemed to be of about the same quality, it looked 
as though the Company had been grossly abused. Certain over¬ 
rated calicoes were also believed to have been originally private 
property, but turned over to the Company because they were 
unsaleable at Madras, The letter then ^^nt on to refer to the 
formation of the New General Stock, and to the arrangements 
made with the latter body to take over the effects of the United 
Joint Stock. Grcenhill, Chamber, and Christopher Yardley had 
been appointed to make the necessary valuation ; and they were 
also urged to make a special effort to realize all outstanding debts, 
a promise being added that their exertions would be suitably 
rewarded. Finally, if a loan of 200 rials of eight would enable 
William Pitt to return to England, authority was given to advance 
that amount, on his bond to repay it in London, 

The second letter, from the Governor, Deputy, and Committees 
elected by the subscribers to the New General Stock, announced 
the hiring of the Blackamoor for a voyage to the Coast and Bay, 
carrying about 15,500!. in rials of eight and gold ingots. As the 
Stock had as yet no seiv'ants of its own in India, the management 
of her cargo was entrusted to Green hill and Chamber at Madras, 
to Winter, Christopher Yardley, and Johnson at Masulipatam, 
and to Gawton and other merchants in Bengal. Detailed instruc¬ 
tions w*ere given as to the goods to be provided; and the Com¬ 
mittees also enlarged upon their plans for the dispatch of other 
vessels, &c. The factors were asked to hinder the trading opera^ 
tions of any private vessels that might arrive in defiance of the 
Company's charter, and to facilitate the transfer of the remains 
of the United Joint Stock to the new body. The rest of the letter 
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gave directions as to the disposal of the Atitje and Marigold when 
they should arrive, 

The Blackantoor reached Madras on 19 June, 165S, and was 
followed by the j^nne (some time in July), the Love (14 Aug.), 
the Mangold {also in August), and the Merchant's Delight (s Sept.). 
All of th(^e were sent on to Bengal, except the Marigold, which 
was destined for Jambi. The Love, whose cargo consisted of gold 
and stiver to the value of 2i,56of., some alum, and a few sword 
blades, brought a letter from the Company, dated 27 February, 
165S, detailing the arrangements which had been decided upon 
for the future administration of the Coast factories. GrecnhiJI 
was appointed Agent (at lOcd. a year) and Chamber Second (at 40!.); 
Thomas Shinglcr (who was apparently on the spot, though he had 
not gone out in the Company's service) and Stephen Charlton 
(dispatched in the Pfrsta Merchant) were nominated for Third 
and Fifth (at and aof. respectively); while William Gifford 
and Francis Rush worth were sent out in the Love to be Fourth 
and Sixth at Fort St, George, At Masulipatam William Johnson 
was to be Chief (50I,), assisted hy WiLliam Pearce (jof.), John Ellis, 
and Ralph Coningsby (aof. each), of whom Pearce and Coningsby 
were likewise passengers in the same ship. The factory at Vira* 
viUaram was to consist of three merchants (not named) at 40/., 
3of., and 2^. respectively ; and the staff at Petapoli was to consist 
of Jonathan Trevisa (30/.) and Ambrose Salisbury * (20I.), both of 
whom were coming out in the Persia Merchant. For housekeeping 
expenses the Company allotted to Madras zooi, per annum, to 
Masulipatam loof., and to the two minor factories 50?. each. The 
amount of security to be required was on the scale fixed for the 
Surat Presidency (the amount in the case of the Agent being 
fixed at 2,oaof,), and other arrangements, such as the date of the 
commencement of service, were on tho same model. As at Surat, 
all Englishmen not in the Company's service were to be warned 
to wind up their affairs and quit the country. One exception, 
however, was to be made: 

There is remaining with you, either at Fort St. George or some 
other place on the ^ast, an English gentleman named Sir Henry 

’ An tfcoijnt of hit cajeer hu been given by Miu L. M. Anttey b the Iniian jlnUpiary 
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Skipwith. The occa$ion. of his leaving of his native cpuntric is 
questionlcssc knowne unto you. This gentleman in particuler wee 
recommend unto you, to use him with that dvilUtie and curtesie 
as becomoth a person of his quallitie ; and that you afford him any 
such Jawfull favour as is due and rcquireable from one Christian 
to another. Wee entend not hereby that he should be chargeable 
cither to you or ourselves; but that he may be permitted to 
remaine with you and under your protection during his pleasure 
and not sooner be sent home without our further order. 

To this individual no further reference is made in the Company’s 
records f but a letter from William Smyth at Viravasaram, dated 
24 December, 1658 (from which some extracts are quoted on a later 
page), mentions that he had died about a year and a half previously, 
at Sir Edward Winter's house at Madapollam, of grief at having 
lost all his money in a vessel that had been cast away (probably 
the Tiger ; see p. 137). Sir Henry Yule {Diary of William Hedges, 
vol. ii. p, 346) identifies him with the second baronet of the Prest- 
would branch of the Skipwiths, Nothing is knowm of his reasons for 
going to India. 

The Merehani's Delight brought also the originals or copies of 
three other letters from the New Stock to the Madras factors. 
The first of these, dated 13 March, 1658, related solely to the voyage 
of the Persia hierchant for Madras and Jambi, and its original 
had been put aboard that unfortunate vessel. 1 he second, dated 
a week later, prohibited the borrowing of money at interest by 
any of the factories on the Coast or in Bengal; and directed that, 
as in the case of the Western Presidency, any responsibility of the 
Company for the debts of private individuals should be publicly 
repudiated, while any factor incurring such liabilities in order to 
cany on pri%'atc trade waa to be seized and his estate confiscated. 
In all future agreements with princes or governors a clause was to 
be inserted, exempting the Company for any responsibility for 
private debts. The third, of 27 March, announced the dispatch 
of the Mayftmer and the Merchant's Delight, of which the former, 
under William Curtis, was to go straight to Achin, to negotiate for 
the establishment of an English factory there, and was then to 
complete her lading on the Coromandel Coast, Certain changes 
were notified in the recent appointments, Trewsa was to be Second 
in Bengal instead of Chief at Petapoli—a post now given to William 
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Daniel I while the staff at VIravSsaram was to consist of William 
4 Court (Chief), Roger Seymour, and William Smyth. Iti a con¬ 
cluding passage, doubtless permed by the Governor, Maurice 
Thomson, the factors were exhorted to 

Manifest and make glorious your profession and Christian 
religion, in ordering your lives and conversations according to the 
rule of Gods holy word, living honestly, soberly, and lovingly one 
towards another, that the blessing of the Allmightie may abide 
with you ; and in the next place wee desire you to Jay out your 
selves in upright and faithfull endeavours in the manadgment of all 
our affaires, keeping and observing an amicable correspondencie 
one with another, and what eke may redound to the advancement 
thereof. 

A letter from Madras to Bantam of 12 July, mentions the 
arrival of two private ships, the IViiliam and Tiunnas and the Virgin, 
both of which had gone on to Bengal. It also spoke of the BarbadofS 
Merchant as recently arrived from Persia, while the East India 
Merchant was shortly expected from Macassar. A fear was ex¬ 
pressed that the war of succession, now about to be terminated (it 
w'as rumoured) by ' a friendly peace would extend to Bengal and 
thus disappoint the Company of its anticipated supply of saltpetre 
from thence. 

During the summer and autumn some anxiety was felt at Madras 
for the safety of the Persia Merchant, which was much overdue. 
She bad on board, as passengers, four factors, viz. Trevisa, Charlton, 
Salisbury, and William Vassall (nominated Third at Patna), 
besides Captain Roger Middleton (w'ho w'as to command the 
garrison of Fort St. George) and four soldiers engaged to ser\T under 
him. On 6 October, 1658, Trevisa, Middleton, and a few other 
survivors reached Madras and related the loss of the vessel, which 
had been cast away on the Maldives on the evening of 9 August. 
Fifty of those on board got safely ashore, where they were hospit¬ 
ably treated by the natives, After a stay of twenty-four days they 
bought a couple of boats and set sail for Colombo, but reached 
instead the harbour of Kalpitiya, about ninety miles to the north 
of that city. Here Vassall and two others were made prisoners; 
while ten more resolved to proceed by land to Colombo (only to 
fall also into the hands of the Singalese). The rest put to sea again, 
but suffered a second shipwreck at' a plase called Adams bridge 
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However, they managed to reach the shore and, with the assistance 
tif some Dutchmen, proceeded to Manar, -whence they were se 
irjafnapatam; TTiere the kindness of the I^utch governor 
Kijklof van Goeos, provided them with a boat m whrch 
ti Porto Hovo. and so by land to MadrasA Orders were sent 0 
Masulipatam to hire a sloop to proceed to the Maldives, apparently 
for the purpose of recovering tho treasure 

but after otc had been procured and dispatched to Fort St, Geo^e, 
the expedition was abandoned (MasuUpatam to Madras, 15 Nov. 

^ already mentioned, had left England with 
ordem to F-ceed'straight to Achin. She failed, however, to reach 
that port,^and consequently bore up for the Coast of 
arriving o« Masulipatam on 11 November. Her commander 
sceine L prospect of a lading for England, was desirous of malung 
a voyage to either Gombroon or Mokha; and the M^ulipatam 
factom (Johnson and Pearce) wrote to Madras on 15 
proposing to send the vessel to Persia, as several Moor« mer¬ 
chants hid offered to take freight in any 

to Edward Winter, dealings with whom had been forbidden b> 
the King of Goleonda. Winter himself had arrived in his great 
iunk. and had insolently given out that he would 
to be laden aboard any other vessel for Persia untd b.s _ ^ 

but his blustering w as making no impression He ^ 

accept a rate of half a pagoda a maund. In spite of this. Curtis 
able^^n 15 December to announce to the Madras Council (whose 
consent to the Persia voyage be had obtained) 

a full freight for the Mayflcfwer at three-quarters of an old pagoda 
per maund for goods and yi old pagodas a head for 

Winter, who by this time had amassed a handsome for u e. ^ 
contemplated returning to England to enjoy it; ^d 
that the New Company had not seen fit to offer h.m 
quickened his resolve. A private letter from MasuUpaUtn to 
Pickering in Bengal of 16 August, 1658 {O.C, 2661), says that hi 

^rfi'kp i* rc|Jitxtt.LCtti m ihc Uiier 
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intention was to go by sea to Persia and so overland to Europe ; 
and another of 6 September {O.C. 2664) gives similar itev'si 

The Lave w'lth hir now-cast paper ordinances hath so scoured us 
fore and aft that, William Johnson (who is made Cheife here) Jying 
sickfi at Pettipoily, nobody of the old edition appeared. Here is 
a totall rout, as for the principalis there is with you, Mr. Billidge 
and Mr, Blake being both discarded. This neglect throwne upon 
Mr. Winter hath given spurs to him that was flying before, ^nd hee 
is most resolute for the land voyage. 

However, Winter's intention was apparently to send his estate 
iiome by a private ship, the East India Merchant^ and her delay 
in arriving from Macassar upset his plans. A third letter, of 
16 October 2674), says that the ship's late arrival has 

^ Broken our land voyage for this yecre, Mr. Winter having not 
time to sell his returnes and to invest for England. 

A letter from Surat of 27 November, answering one (not extant) 
from Madras of i October, contains several passages of interest: 

Our Messlcpatan friends conflrmc what you have wrote concern¬ 
ing the howse they live in, and wee cannot but thinke it very 
ncedfull they should be better provided ; but wee doc not thinke 
it propper to lay out 1500 pagodoes into dead stockc of the Com¬ 
panies, conceiving that the interest ol that mony may bee suflicient 
for to pay the rent of a vetie good howse* Wee doe therfore rather 
give our consent that they should repaire that they live in, or hire 
another, if Mr. Winter hath not paid for the Nabobs jounk 
you sold him, wee thinke it is time for you to require it of him, 
being it was long since sold him. For w^hat godowncs and other 
necessaries you want in the Fort, as well for the accommodation 
of your persons as securing the Companies estate, wee thinke it verie 
fitt tt should be made, so as the Companies servants may content 
themselves to live in the Fort; for wee bdeeve the Company will 
resent verie ill that any of their servants, especially their Cheife, 
should give so ill an example as to lie out of the strongest place they 
have in India. 

Evidently Greenhill and his colleagues were not pleased with 
their new employers (probably they resented being placed under 
Surat), and had hinted an unwillingness to sign the covenants 
required of them. In reply, Wyche and his Council urged them to 
comply for at least a period of two years, which w'ould give the 
Company time to appoint their successors^ 

It seems strange to us that you should thinke the Company 
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will not pay for tho Ministers dyet. To the Presidents koowled^, 
they confirincd Mr. Thompson in the place of Ministw for t e 
Fort, but at 5of. per annum ; then sure you could not tnmke that 
hee should pay out of that small allorance for his dyett. Let not 
that, th erf ore, trouble Mr, Issackson, if hee hath a mind to stay in 
the country; for father then you shoidd be Irft destitute of so 
able a man as wee hcare hee is, the President will engage hee shall 
have the same allowance of soi. per annum, and his dyet paid for. 

In the same letter GreenhiU and his colleagues w'erc instructed 
to give notice to all Englishmen not in the Company’s semce to 
quit the country; and were also to warn the oviTiers of * jounks 
that any English seamen found in them would be taken out by the 
commanders of the Company’s ships. 

On 29 November the Masulipatam factors, replying to some 
missing letter from Fort St. George, noted the instructions that the 
factories at VTravasaram and Pctapoli were no longer to be regarded 
as subordinate to that at Masulipatam; also that the accounts 
of all three factories were henceforth to be kept in new pagodas 
instead of old. They saw no advantage in the latter arrangement, 
but did not w'ish to dispute it. Similarly A Court and Seymour 
wrote from Viravasarain (y Dec.) that they would observe the 
rule, though new pagodas were seldom heard of there. They also 
said that they were awaiting orders from Madras whether they were 
to repair their existing premises or to buy another house from 
Winter; and they desired to know what ground belonged to the 
Company, for Winter was claiming ‘ not only the great garden 
without the towne which is usually (tliough it secmcs improperly) 
called the Companies garden, but also part of the yard and some of 
the outhouses that are within the factory'. They supposed that 
the Madras Council were aware that 

Neither hee nor Mr, jearsey intend to goc home this yeare, but 
meanc to confront the Companies servants in all these parts with 
acorne and derision, knowing that wee have noe order to cur be 
them, and that the most that wee can doe against them is taut to 
make them pay customc, by informcing that they are not of the 
Company. 

« TtvomsMi ii <te»«ibed in tht Cstu'l iUjmrff/ for j Stplembw, 1658, m living litcljr 
rctunic<l fwm tht Come : nwJ, m wt hnw smn, was Acting chttphin in JwitBii' 

of that ytar, Thwnson bemtte vicorof St. DunaUnVin-tlw-Tit tit, London, in 1661 s 

Church l« vol, L 66l). 
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The factors went on to say that recently, on some petty inter* 
lopers coming to Vlravasaram to buy goods, A Court visited " the 
great Govemour, Mamoody Beag % and told him that they were 
using the Company’s name to escape the payment of customs, 
Mahmudi Beg replied that he could not prevent their trading, but 
that, on learning who they were, he would certainly demand 
customs from them. A Court refused to give names, but said that 
the interlopers might easily be detected, as all the Company's 
cloth bore its mark, prints ol which he promised to supply for 
distribution to the officials concerned. However, on hearing 
of this, the interloper chiefly concerned at once packed up and 
departed. 

Fresh trouble now arose over the question of the Nawab Mir 
Jumla’s junk which, as we have seen, had been seized by the Madras 
factors in August, 1656. This unwarrantable action had been taken 
under the impression that, once the vessel and its contents were 
in the hand^ of the English, &fir Jumla would come to an arrange¬ 
ment satisfactory to the captors. But in that Greenhil! and his 
associates were disappointed; the Nawab was not the mao to 
compromise in this weak fashion, and he could afford to bide his 
time. For the moment he had his hands full of matters of more 
importance, and waa obliged to leave his claim to the care of his 
local representatsvi^, whose attention to it was likewise distracted 
by the Hindu revolt. However, the subject was not forgotten, 
and the two sieges of Madras by the Nawab^s troops were episodes 
in the long controversy* By the agreement that terminated the 
first of these (p, 98} it was stipulated that the English should 
restore whatever they had in their possession belonging to Mir 
JumJa ; and (although nothing is said upon the point in the factors" 
letters) it is probable that the second agreement in April, i6sS, 
included a similar provision* But it was not in the power of Green- 
hill and Chamber to deUver up the junk, for they had sold it 
(on credit) to Winter, who had repaired it, christened it the 
St. Ge^rgCy and was making use of it in his trading operations; 
and so matters were allowed to drift. Id December, 1658, camo 
a fresh development, Mir Jumla had obtained a fatnidn from the 
emperor, ordering the restoration of the vessel, and his representa* 
tive at Masulipatam at once took action. A letter from the factors 
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thercj dated 22 December, apprised the Fort St. George Council 
that four days earlier 

Tapa Tapa * came to this towne with Orange Zebes ftnnaund, 
demaunding of Mr. Winter the Nabobs junckc; which he denying, 
secondaryly required her of us, as also the Persia[n] como^y called 
Caiee [Kaji], who Mr. Winter conveyed to your port, to whonfie the 
Nabob, upon his Icaveing Camatt, left him Cheife Sal^karee 
[saT-loshkar, head of the troops] in those parts, on whome is pre¬ 
tended very large somes to be in his hands of the Nabobs, of whome, 
as well as the junche, if there be not a surrender m^e, the Company, 
as well as their servants, are like to be sufferers in these parts. 

As a first result all weighing of freight goods for the Mayfbiter 
had been stopped, and it was doubtful whether that vessel would 
be allowed to sail. In a postscript the factors added that ‘ Tapa 
Tapa' had warned them that ‘ whatever abuse or extravagant 
acdon w'as acted by any English should be layd upon the Companies 
score *. 

The situation was an unpleasant one for Greenhill and Chamber. 
Unless satisfaction were given, the trade of the English at Masuli- 
patam (and possibly elsew'here) would suffer, if not be stopped 
altogether. But how was satisfaction to be given ? Winter, who 
was angered by his exclusion from the New Stock’s service and by 
the threatened interference with his trade, had spent a considerable 
sum in repairing and refitting the vessel, and was not likely to 
surrender it without compensation ; while the money to com¬ 
pensate him could hardly be taken from the cash of either the 
United Joint Stock or the New General Stock. The Committees 
of tlic former had already censured the seizure of the junk (p. 178); 
and the fatter could not in any way be made responsible for what 
had been done in 1656. Neither Greenhill nor Chamber was pre* 
pared to pay out of his own pocket; and so, as before, matters 
were left to take their course. 

< Dernier (1*70 e<L, vol. ti. p, ifio) ny% diat 311 f JumlaV bid m much iniuenct it 
Maiulipaiain that ‘ le Tiptapi. wn ttunjiu*, «i ttt quaii le ntoisire ’. Me leews llm* to 
UM ■ Tipuipa * M »lilt: but, 11 Sf Owiln Ljullbn pointed owl to me, it li teilly 1 persmil 
dime, T*pi Tapi, implyins doemt fnin the peil-Ewdson of All o{ that dwipiitiflo. In 
iJk Dtudi R«orda it the India Offiee IHtptt Tratutttpif, »tt. 1. 'vl. wiiii. no. 651) be ii 
etUed * MietiiviMnBth Hatsei'n Tnija Tif^ ’. 
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When, on the last day of 1657, ' the Govemour, Deputie^ and 
Committees for the new Joint Stock for India * penned their first 
letter to Bengal, the only EogUshitien in that country were a few 
private adventurers and the merchants who had been sent out by 
the syndicate promoted by Maurice Thomson (now the Governor 
of the resuscitated East India Company). It therefore to 
a number of these merchants^ viz, Gcof^e Gawton, Thomas Blllidgt^ 
William Blake^ Thomas Hopkins, Richard Chamberlain, and Ion 
Ken, that the letter was addressed. It informed them of the grant 
of an exclusive charter and the subscription of a new stock i 
announced the dispatch of the Blojckanwor and other ships ; and 
empowered them to dispose of the cargoes of these vessels, and to 
arrange for their relading, * without having any subordinacy to 
□ur Agent etc. at the Coast The goods to be sent homo were 
to consist of saJtpctre, sugar, raw silk, cotton yam, turmeric, 
‘bowgcos^ [cowries: Port, gumlac, taffetas, * sannocs ^ 

adatics \ and any cinnamon the factors could procure (from the 
Dutch or other merchants)., Gawton and his colleagues w'ere warned 
that *the whole trade aperteyneth singly unto us, exclusive unto all 
others", and were charged not only to refuse any commissions 
from private adventurerSj, but also to hinder any investment being 
made on behalf of such interlopers- 

These instructions were sent by the BlackanwoF^ which, after 
calling at Madras, appears to have reached Balasore towards the 
end of July, 165S, Another copy went by the Anm, which quickly 
followed her consort from the Coast to Bengal. The Love^ which 
was the next vessel to arrive from England, brought out the list 
of the new establishment, as settled by the Committees in the 
middle of January, 1658. As already noted, the factories in Bengal 
were formed into an Agency, independent of Madras, but under 
the control of the President and Council at SuraL Of the merchants 
available in the country George Gawton was chosen to be Agent, 
at loof, per annum, with his head^quarters at Hugli; Matthias 
Halstead to be Third there (30/*), and Thomas Davies Fifth 

■ A kind bf white cotLon 
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(20(,). At Balasorc Thomas Hopkins was to be Chief (40/.) and 
William Daniel Third At Kasimbazir Ion Ken was made 

Chief {40/.) and Job Chamock Fourth (2oi.). At Patna the post 
of Chief was given to Richard Chamberlain {4Gi.). To fill the 
remaining posts, the Company dispatched in the Love William 
Ragdcll to be Fourth at HOgli (aoi.), Walter Rogers to be Second 
at Balasore (30^,), Joshua Wright to be Fourth there (zoh), Daniel 
Sheldon to be Second at Klsimbazar ( 3 of.)t !“d Samuel Cutler 
(a youth} to serve at Balasorc, William Vassal! was also sent iu 
the Persia Aferehant to be Third at Patna (aoi.), and John Priddy, 
intended for Third at Kasimbaaar (30!.), went out by some ship 
not named. For the post of Second at HflgU (4of.), W^illiam 
k Court was at first nominated i but a dispute over his taking 
a servant with him caused the Company to cancel his appointment. 
They were induced, however, to reconsider the matter, and on 
8 March, X&58, appointed him to be Chief at Viravasaram, and 
nominated Jonathan Trevisa to go out to Bengal in his place. 
Trevisa, as already mentioned, embarked in the Persia Alerchant, 
and was much delayed by the shipwreck of that vessel. Even 
when he reached Madras, he was in no hurry to proceed to his 
post at Hugh; and since Gawton was already dead when the 
Lone arrived, the Bengal factors were left without a head for more 
than a year. 

The appointment of Trevisa was notified in a letter of 27 March, 
1658, sent in the Merchant's Delight. This made certain other 
changes. Vassal! was promoted to be Second at Patna, Samuel 
Bayley (now sent out) was appointed Third there, and Henry 
Aldworth (already in Bengal) was made Fourth. Daniel was 
transferred to Petapoli, Wright succeeding him as Third at 
Balasore, and John Offley being appointed Fourth. A postscript 
authorized the engagement, for any vacancy, of * one Mr. Pickring, 
of whom wee have had some good reportand who was under¬ 
stood to he on the spot. The list of factors, as thus altered, had 
suffered considerable changes by the end of the year. Apart from 
the substitution of Trevisa for Gawton, Biere were gaps caused by 
the non-arrival of Vassal! (now a prisoner in Ceylon), by the transfer 
of Daniel to Petapoli, and the deaths of Ragdell, Wright, Offley, 
and Bayley. A letter from Balasore to Madras of 3 December, 
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1658^ gives the actual arrangement as follows : at Hugli, Hop- 
kinsp Rogers, Chamock, and Thomas Gifford ; at Balasore, Koiij 
Sheldon, and Cutler; at Kasimbaz^r, Halstead, DavieSp and 
Priddy; and at Patna, Chamberlain^ Aldworth, and Janaea 
Pickering. Of these, Gifford and Pickering had been reemited on 
the spot, the latter in consequence of the permission received 
from the Company* 

It is curious to notice that two of these factors were closely 
related to prominent ecclesiastics. Ion Ken {whose Christian name 
is often given wrongly as John) was the elder brother of the 
celebrated bishop. After his return from India, he was employed 
in the home service of the Contpany, beginning as an assistant to 
the auditor (Oct. 1673) and rising to the post of Cashier-Gen oral 
[Aprilp x68^); in the following year, how'ovcr, he got into trouble 
and was dismissod.^ Sheldon was a son of Ralph Sheldon (see 
a pedigree in Le Neve's KnigiUs), and nephew" of Gilbert Sheldon, 
the well-known Archbishop of Canterbur)'* Daniel and his brother 
Joseph (knighted in r66G and Lord Mayor ten years later) were 
the archbishop's executors and residuary legatees (as Professor 
Oman has kindly informed me). On Daniers arrival in India he 
was introduced to Pickering, in a letter from Thomas Otway at 
Masulipatam {O.C. 2664)p as ‘ nephew to the learned and loyall 
Dr. Sheldon, and cannot bee imagined but richly stored with 
ingenuity and honesty He returned to England (doubtless w^ith 
a fortune) in 1666, and served as a Committee of the East India 
Company in 1672-4, 1676-8, and 1680. He married Judith, 
daughter of George Rose and relict of Sir Maurice Diggs, and 
settled at Ham Court in Surrey, Evelyn visited him there on 
25 August, 167S, and noticed the * many curiosities of India ^ in 
his house. At the end of 1697 Sheldon became one of the securities 
for Thomas Pitt, on the latter's appointment ^ Governor of Fort 
St. George. 

Reverting to the letter (dated 27 Feb., 1G58) carried out 
by the Leve^ in which the new establishment was hxed, we note 

^ Kra, by the vu Evidently t muiiciBii. A Ictftr of i 6 (ktoberp 165S 2674^, 

tbowi tSat be httJ wr ttten to a ftiEnd Mkinif that a b&sfr viol ibduld be purdiolcfl for him^ 
if posifiblE^ from mt of tbe EneUsh ihlp§ calEitk^ at MAmUpotBun. that this wu effprEer) 
aj:cardmcly. In a tubM^ucnt leuer (14 July, 1655) Ken made bquiiy obout * a pajte ol 
or^fii. that I hearc are to bee lould in tleyjjly ** 
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that the allowance fot housekeeping (for all four factories) was 
300f. per annum, with an addition of isf- for each factor above 
the number of fourteen. Rules were laid down as to the giving 
of security, the signing of covenants, &c., on similar lines to those 
prescribed to Surat and Madras; and instructions were given for 
valuing and turning over to the New General Stock any remajiung 
goods, &c, of the United Joint Stock. Of the directions concerning 
Tnerchandirc we need only notice those relating to the purchase 
of silk: 

In our proceeding letter you will perceive that wee gave you 
order to furnish us with Bcngala silke to the vallue of 3000!. 
sterling, and desired that it might be sent us in long skaynes, if soe 
procuteable. But since the dispeeding of those advices, wee have 
had some conference and received direction from ^ workeman 
who from laxperience adviseth us to contradict th^t onr order of 
having the silke in long skaynes, because their lengths causeth 
them in the winding very much to breake, and will not part without 
much trouble. Wee therefore herewith send you a skayne of silke 
for a patternc, of which length wee desire that our parcell may be 
nrocurcd : and entreate you to take cspctiall care that it be well 
sorted and chosen, that the insides of the skaynes may be answer- 
able in goodnesse to the outsides, and that it may be made a perfect 
thred singly reeled, and not two threads together. And if you shall 
■send us any of that sort of silke which usually goes here under 
the names of Piggtailes, alter not the lengths of the skaynes from 
what formerlie, hut take a more then ordinarie inspection into 
this sort, which useth to come very artificially covered with fine 
silke, and the middle of the skaynes extraordinarie coi:^c and 
fowle, to the great disparagment of the commoditie when it comes 
to sale. 

The Lffpe reached Balasore on aa September, and the 

Metcknn($ Delight on it October. The money and goods brought 
by these two vessels, added to what had been consigned by the 
Blackfimo&r and Antu, made up a stock of just over 
(O.C. 2665), Of this stock William Blake (both Gawton and Billidge 
being dead) took possession, on the strength of the Company s 
letter of 31 December, 1657, although later dispatches showed 
that he was not included in the new establishment. On discovering 
this, Hopkins and the other factors protested, with the result 
that Blake yielded to them the management of the stock of the 
liiefchsnl*s Delight, retaining, however, that of the preceding three 
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vessels* This was reported to Madras in a letter of 7 November, 
2655, which also announced that 

Wee have now a mint in Ballasorc; which doth somewhat 
advance the price of silver in reference to sale, so that now a piece 
of ei^ht will yeild (if it be weighty) rupees chellena [chalani^ current] 
two and one anna. 

The M^chant's Ddigld was sent back to the Coromandel Coast 
on 15 November, 1658, carrying a letter from Hopkins, Halstead, 
Rogers, and Davies (of that date), in ^vhich complaint was made 
against her commander (Thomas Bell) for not sailing nine days 
earlier* A fear was expressed that anchorage dues would have to 
be paid for that vessel ; but the factors intended to evade this, 
if possible, and the next year, by addresses to the prince, &c,, 
* to breako this now custome, at first brought on perticuler ships 
and now demanded of all With thU went a private letter from 
Hopkins and Ken, complaining of Blake's action in excluding them 
from the control of the cargoes of the three remaining ships. He 
had now, however, promised to give them an account of aj] his 
transactions in the matter and to hand over any balance remaining^ 
This being so, they deemed it advisable to maintain a show of 
friendship with him for the present season, ' that the natives might 
not take notice of any alteracions and so expect double visitacions 
with presents 

The next of the Company's ships to quit Balaso-rc was the Biacka- 
which sailed on 5 December, with two letters for Madras 
(dated two days earlier), one from Blake and the other from 
Hopkins and his colleagues. The former reported that the governor, 
Malik Beg, had been " very abusive, exacting what presents he 
pleases ; if not, hinders all proceedings ^ The latter told a similar 
talc of trouble, but added that they hoped to be allowed to trade 
the following year, * by complying somewhat more then ordinary 
with the govemours in these parts", Blake had attributed the short 
supply of saltpetre sent in the itftw to an unwillingness on their 
parts to assist ; but the real reaikons were (according to the factors) 

^ A Iaict Iciter (le Dectniber) »porc«e thsLt the govemar the Efti;Ufli broker 

to pay om Ilua accotint' rupKt 3« BrndA, being nj|sett 31SJ- Mmw " {hr like kittr tpeda 
a« the 1646-^4 volyme, p- j of " ' no e:tpl An Allan hii \xm Ctrond), A aimilAr 

titK WAS kvied on eadi of the other three ibipi. 
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that * the last ycarc his brother Bilkdge (deceased) and himselfe 
sent hence a great part of their estate^" ; that what Blake had 
left was in broadclothj &c., which could not be trucked for salt¬ 
petre p and that he had borrowed so freely before that ho could 
not get credit * in these troublesome tymes \ With a view to the 
ne?ct season's shipping^ Hopkins and his colleagues proposed to 
give out orders at Patna for 25,000 maunds of saltpetre^ and 
* about Hughly or Chandrecone ^ ^ for 3|O0O bales of sugar. They 
added : 

Captain John Durson and Mr. William Pitts^ wee fearc^ will be 
somw'hat troublesome to us; and how to convey them away per¬ 
force wee know not, the one [i.e. PittJ being married here to one 
accompted a Moorish woman, and the other being enterteyned in 
the Prince of BengaJa^s service. 

Durson had some sixteen years earlier commanded one of the 
vessels sent out by Coutteen^s Association, and had now been 
for a long period trading on his own account in India. He had 
a standing grievance against the Company's factors on account of 
some chank shells of his w'hich had been seized and sent to Bengal 
for sale. In a letter of 20 December, 1658^ the Balasore facto m 
reported that Durson had complained to the Governor about the 
matter, but that functionary had refused to interfere. They on 
their side had exhibited the Company's letter^ ordering the with* 
drawal of all unauthorized Englishmen, and had asked the Governor 
to seize and deHver Durson to them, to be sent home. Malik Beg 
declined to do thi$, though he assured the factors that he would 
not hinder them from seizing Durson themselves. However^ they 
feared lest in that case they would be made responsible for the 
money he oivcd in Bengal; besides, his funds were rtinning low* 
and his credit was declining, and so he was not likely to give much 
further trouble. If the Madras Agent thought differently^ they 
suggested that he should write himself to Malik Beg, desiring him 
to arrest Durson and send him to the Coast; or else a power 
of attorney should be obtained from some of Durson's creditors^ 
authorizing the Bengal factors to demand an account from him. 
The same letter announced that the remains of the United Joint 
Stock at Hugh, Balasore^ and Kasimbazar had been duly valued 

* Chandimkoiia, In MiiipApur DutricU 
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bills dra^vn on the New General Stock for the amount, Men¬ 
tion was also made that Blake was preparing to send a sloop to 
Pegu, carrying chiefly freighted goods, but also certain prohibited 
commodities of his own; but the factors would endeavour to 
frighten the Moors from lading any goods, by warning them that 
these would probably be seized on arrival. 

On 29 December, 1658, Blake managed to dispatch the Ami^ 
to the Coast, with a cargo to the value of 341832 rupees. The Lavt 
must have quitted Balasorc a few days later, as we find that she 
reached Masuhpatam on 9 January, 1659, and Madras on the 14th. 

The documents of the year include a further batch (ten in all) 
of private letters addressed by various individuals to James Picker¬ 
ing, mostly from Masulipatam or the neighbouring factories. 
To the contents of one or two of these letters allusion has already 
been made. Others arc taken up with matters of private trade and 
the sad condition of his correspondent of i 657 i George Bradshaw, 
who was reported, in a letter of 16 August, 1658, to be lying at 
Winter’s house in Madapollam ‘ mad as any in Bedlamthough 
some of the later communications gave hopes of his recovery. 
An extract from one of these epistles is worth quoting as reflecting 
the convivial habits of the factors. It is from a certain Thomas 
Bateman at Balasorc, and bears no date except August, 1658.^ 
It is addressed to Kasimbaaar. 

You have been frequently rcniembrcd here by your freinds when 
upon the bubbing (i.e. drinking] dcsigne, which since your absence 
is not so well carried on as it ought to bee. Wee are all generally 
so sensible of the want of your company that you have been often 
wisht for. Your freind Mr. Ken is not yet recovered, but has every 
other day his wonted fitts; and poore Job [Charnock] begins to 
droopc and simpathizc with loos sieknes, I hope by this time 
you arc acquainted with the earowsing Dutchmen, that you may 
bee able to beam up against those melancholy thoughts that 
assault the solitary. This day I meane to drinke your health, 
with a ys'vat Pickering, that hce may suddainly and safely 

ret urn c to cxhilcratc the hearts of those that love him. 

A subsequent letter of 14 October from the same correspondent 
(then at HQgli) is in a different vein. Bateman had evidently 

* This And ibc following Ictirr WC printed in full in Yult’i DJcfy IFdiant 
(vpl. iii. p. lOS), bul with A few OrrOtf in trjuurtiplian. 
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received one from Pickering making some display of ertiditionp 
and he retorted in kind, as follows: 

Ciceronian Sir, 

Your elaWrate lines have so pnzlcd my incultivatcd iDtellcct 
that it w'a$ some time ere I rcsolv[cdJ whether by silence to incurr 
the censure of uncivill negligence, or by writing to discover my 
foolish impertinence. At lengthy because therby I shall least wrong 
my freindp and ex malis minimu?n eligendum^ I fell on the latter, 
choosing rather to render my sdfe rcdiculous then my freind 
displeased. But from a chip of a rough hew"n logg hee that looks 
for better then wooden phrases will starve his expectation 5 ex 
mim tigfw mn Jil Mercurius, 1 was never yet so good 
a proficient in the schoole of litterature as to know what deity to 
invoke for those Heliconian irrigations which should so sublimate 
my thoughts a$ to make mee capable of returning an answer 
suitable to the sublimity of your style [ but in their stead Heaven 
has been so propitious as to afford mee some divine irrorations^ 
sufficient to advise you that hereafter you accompt not your 
solitude a curse, since it produced such rare effects in our late 
soveraigne. Remember Dr. Browne: qti^ni 

cum s&lus. Now is the only time for you to cominunc with your 
owne heart, and by the publishing of your pious soliloquies there 
may bee hope in time you may bee preferred to bee one of 
Maurice Thomsons planters and propagateuts of the Gospcll in 
these heathenish parts; which that you may so proovcp you shall 
not want the prayers of him who is 

Pathetically yours, 

Thomas Bateman. 

As Sir Henry Yule Tcmarks, this letter shovrs recent familiarity 
with the works of Sir Thomas Browne ; and w'c are not surprised 
to find that in January, 1659, Bateman sent to Pickering copies 
of the Religw Medici and of Enquiries tnlcf Vulgar Errors^ as also 
a Treaiise af Studies. 


THE SURAT PRESIDENCY, 1659 

After dispatching the Eagle and Smyrna Merchant to England 
and the Welcome to Persia (19 January), President Wyche and his 
colleagues proceeded to complete the lading of the Society^ which 
was to go to Rijipur and Mokha, returning by w^ay of the Malabar 
Coast. To take charge of the venture Anthony Smith w^as called 
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down from Ahmadabad (31 Jan,), the factory of which place was 
left under the superintendence of Craddoch, with injunctions that, 
until Smith returned, " all those ceremonyes that belongs to the 
Cheife of your faetory are not to be used V The vessel sailed on 
iG March, carrying, besides freight goods, a stock for the Company 
costing about 5,000^, the returns for which were to be made in 
coffee, aloes, myrrh, and olibanum. Two assistants—Edmund 
Pcrcival and Ralph Lambton—embarked with Smith. 

The departure for England of a private vessel (the Ruimrd ^nd 
Marika) on 17 February^ ibS^i enabled the President and Council 
to forward a letter to the Company (dated three days earJier)^ 
in which they supplemented the information already given* 
Hoddesdon had died on 28 January, leaving debts to the amount 
of nearly 63,000 mahmQdis, which he had borrowed at 9 per cent, 
to buy goods for England. A list was transmitted of the consignees* 
and a request was made that the money necessary to clear the 
debts should be transmitted to Suratp* It ^vas hoped that the 
Company wrould also send out a large stock by the next shipping, 
for mcanw*hile it w^ould be necessary for the factors to borrow 
at 9 per cent*; 

And at that rate little to be had; every one rather burying 
of their mony then adventuring to trust it out in this tjmie 
of w'arr. 

The general outlook was far from favourable. 

Want of rainc the last yeare hath made all sorts of provisions 
to rise to double the price they use to be at. Wee feare the next 
yeare wee shall not be able to send you anic Agra goods; that 
place being now the seat of the w'arr, three of the Princes lying 
round about it with very great armye$, and it is said they w ill 
give battle to each other suddainly* Shaw* Jehan, their father, 
contynu's still a prisoner to Oran who endeavours to gaine 
the crowne from his two eldest brothers. From Ahmadavad wee 
can expect no indico the next yeare, unless the eropp proves great; 
for wee hcare there will be very little or none of this years stocks 
remayning, though it hath prooved the worst that hath been made 
in many years^ 

* Tliii ftirang^mt w« fti tcrtd letter of 3 Jmt, 1659, nolifyini; ibr 

menl of Craddock u Ctiiciji with Blndwc^ll ju hU :$KOnd. 

* The nmcitr is alludrd to in a letter from Sent tp iKe €Din|»ny pf ^ Sej^tembcf^ 
] 659, but tbe deuili Art not of nfikLcDt inlenst lo WAnant quPlAlKifi* 
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The civil wat continued with unabated fury. On the very day 
that this letter was written, Prince Dara, who had not yet heard 
of Shuja’s defeat, started with his army for Ajmer. Aurangzeb 
liastened back to meet him, and a desperate encounter took place 
(iz-14 March) at Deorai, four miles south of the city, which ended 
in the defeat and dispersal of Dira’s forces. Shah Nawaz Khan 
was among the many notables who perished on this fateful day. 
The prince himself became once more a fugitive ; and a few months 
later he was betrayed into the hands of his pursuers, brought to 
Delhi, and put to death. Shuja yet maintained himself in Bengal; 
but his chances had much diminished, and Aurangzeb felt his 
position so secure that on 5 June, 1659, he was publicly enthroned 
at Delhi with much pomp and magnificence. 

Of these stirring events the English factors tell us little, and that 
only from hearsay. One reference has already been quoted, and 
the others are of no great importance. Apparently, during Dara’s 
stay at Ahmadabad a itislidn in favour of English trade at Surat 
was obtained from him and sent down thither; but we know 
nothing of its contents, and the only record of its grant is contained 
in the following letter of reproof, addressed by the Surat Council 
to the Ahmadabad factors on 3 February, 1659; 

. . . The next morning [i FebJ came to our hands yours of the 
32th [January] per a bazar cosset [lctter*carrier: kdsid\t w'ith 
Dorashaws neshaun; which when wee saw, could not but admire 
you should send it dowuie so slightly, and not send it per a sen'ant 
of your ownc, or at Icstwisc per an express that should have 
given us notice of it before it came to tnwnc. However, though 
you have been so remiss in sending of it to us, wee sent it presently 
to our Garden, and went thither to receive it, with the greatest 
ceremony that the shortness of our time would permitt.... 

Nine days later, another letter from Surat to Ahmadabad said : 

Wee take notice of a pcrwatia that you have procured from your 
new Govemour for the continnuance of the Companies privil- 
kdges with you. Pray let us receive the copic of it per your next. 

To the battle of Deorai the following reference was made in 
a letter from Surat to the Company, dated 12 April, 1659; 

The wares continnuc about .-^gra very hott; here being newes 
newly come to towne that Dorishaw and Oran Zeeb hath met on 
this side Agra with two great army's, and that many people of 
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great qualljty are kiU'd. and that Dorishaw was forced to fl%' ■ 
which w« have some cause to bcleevc, being at AhmadafbadJ 
Md at thi$ place arc new Governors come from Oran Zeck Thc^e 
often alterations of government doth cause our accompt of presents 
to nsoj, being wee canmot avoid giveing them something at thetr 
first coming; which hath caused that wee have had no stop in 
your business hitherto. 

On b June the President and Council wrote to Rayb^g : 

Woe have some Hying news here of Oran Zeebs being crowned 1 
hjs now being m Dilly: from thence hce is to remove verj^ suddenly 
to Lahore, there to waite the motion of the Persian army which 
with the aid of the Ouzbeage Tartar, i$ entered the Indian territorv'^ 
Domhaw IS fled within 70 course [kos] of Tahtah with a small armie. 

The rumour of a Persian invasion was unfounded ; as was abo 
the greater part of the news conveyed in the following passage 
from another letter to RaybSg of 7 July: 

New’os of passages at court w'ce suppose you arc furnisht with 
their as soone as wee here; yet w'ee wiL give you accompt of that 
wee esteemc^certaine. Six dayes since came newes of the crowning 
of Oian Zeeb * and this day from Tuttah of the flight of Doroshaw 
into Persia: the agrement of Sultan Susa with this king that now 

: and wee hope (as now wee hearc) the death of McirjumlsL but 
Icare that too good to be true. 

Of Mir Jumla, and the campaign in Bengal against Shah Shuja, 
we shall hear in a subsequent chapter. Meanwhile, we return to 
the doings of the English factors at Surat With a view to tlic 
provision of cotton goods for England and elsewhere, on aS March, 
1659, Francis Cobb was sent to Baroda, where he was to take tip 
his residence and carry out such instructions as he should receive 
from the President and Coundl About la April the iVelamf, 
which had returned from Gombroon a month earlier, was dispatched 
on a fresh voyage to that place and to Basra, under the charge of 
VViUiam Parker and George Cranmer. She earried a stock of the 
Company's goods to the value of about 3,250/., and also freight 
goods yielding for the carriage 1,750/.,' which is more then hath been 
knownc to bee made a great while This intelligence is taken from 
a letter of iz April which the President and Council addressed to 
the Company by that vessel (to be sent overland from Basra). 
In It a general account was given of the state of trade. The factors 
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had not succeeded lit selling either the ' granado shells or the 
guns sent out. They feared that the latter, ^hkh were small, 
would remain long on hand, as there were plenty available belonging 
to private traders. The shells were more likely to be got rid of; 
and the Company was advised to send out 1,000 or more, 

together with two brass mortars. Their remaining broadcloth 
was so spotted as to be unsaleable; otherwise it would have found 
ready purchasers. Indeed, * all Europe commodities would bee 
in esteemej were the wayes open "/ The lead had fetched 
mahmudis per maund ; quicksilver was worth iio^ and vermilion 
106 rupees per maund. The investment lor Bantam was well 
advanced^ but the promised ship from England (the SnrM Frig&U}, 
which was to convey the goods, had not yet appeared. 

God graunt $hce may arrive In safety; for the mony that you 
send will be very welcome unto us^ being very scame to be had hero 
upon any tearmes. Wee humbly beseech you will not strtighten 
your business in these parts so rnuch as to force us to run into the 
usurers bookesg being you can be no loosers by sending hither 
a double stocke. For what cash is rcmayning the sherofl alleiwes 
you the same interest you givCj. which (when the least) is per 
cent. ; and if you can take up there what you please at 4 cent., 
be pleased to consider how profhtable it will be unto you for to 
have mony here for to buy goods at the first hand, and how much 
it will further the timely dispatch of your shipps home+ 

With regard to their foreign rivals, the factors continued : 

The Dutch, with their bribing the Governors of the country, 
get footing upon this coast of India more and more, having lately^ 
with the assistance of the Rajah of the place, taken the castle of 
Quilono from the Portugalls, and with their small shipping tom- 
maund already those vessailes that w^ere bound for Cochin to goc 
to Quilono and trade there. And If there comes no Vice Roy this 
yeare from Portugall with shippingj souldiets^ and ammunition^ 
they will proceed a pace, taking possession of their small houlds 
upon the coast; which when they have donc^ the great ones cannot 
continnue long. Although the Portugalls are very low, yet can wee 
find no hopes of compassing any of thcirhouldsworth the acceptance. 

Thomas Harby, who had come out with Wyche as one of his 
^ servants \ had died on 31 March ; and the President begged that 
the vacancy might be filled by his kinsman, Thomas Hoskins, who 
was already at Surat. Of the supernumeraries named by the 
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Company, Francis Cobb had been engaged forBaroda, Ralph Lamb- 
ton for Mokha, and Stephen Flower ‘ to write under the Accomptaot ’; 
while Robert Masters had been sent to Calicut. The engagement 
of Hoskins was authorized by the Company in its reply of 9 April, 
1660, which also confirmed the appointment of the four other factors, 
and assigned them each a salary of zof. 

On 27 April arrived overland a packet from the Company, 
containing two letters dated 13 and zo September, 1658, respee- 
timely. The second of these contained only an intimation that 
two vessels might be expected in the spring, which were to make 
a voyage to Persia before returning to England. The other was 
more lengthy and contained the following instructions; 

The greate quantitie of eallicocs which are retourned on the 
prcmcncioncd ships from your port, with the remaines of former 
snipping, hath soe exceedingly debased the eommoditie in its 
price that they will not produce the one halfc of the valJuc which 
tney lormerly did. Therefore, considering W'ith our selves that the 
ast yearc wee gave you commission to provide a very large 
quantitie [or our accompt, to be retourned on our next ycares 
ipping, besides W'hat may be expected on the IViiliam, King 
tirna eer, etc., for particuler mens accompts, wee have there- 
upon concluded to shorten your provision in that eommoditie for 
such Shipping as in the spring wee intend you, and doe hereby 
give you order not to exceede J parte of w^hat wee formerly advised 
tor, m the seyerall sortes, because that hereby wee conclude that 
1 wi ^ame in some measure bring the eommoditie unto its former 
p izea ano request here, %vhcii the marketts shall not be glutted as 
now cy are and the next ycare will be. And also wee desire you 
that you take espctiall care that for what you shall provide, that 
you ( oc n^ot only reduce the W'cavers to their former prizes for them, 
but also to sec that the cloth be well made and of the full lengths 
formerlie they have been ; which since the trade 
n^atn been laid open have been much falcified in every respect. 

require you to sec it reformed; and if 
™ ^ which shall be brought unto you from the 

condiemned according to our desires herein, 

uLi received by you, but retourned 

upon them to dispose off clce where, as they shall sec occasion. 

T^bsc instructions were doubtless a disappointment to Wychc 
and his colle^ucs; but there was nothing to be done but to 
obey them, and directions were sent to the various factories to 
reduce their investments in accordance with the Company's orders. 
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President Wyche's administration came to am end in little more 
than eight months after his arrivaJ^ and before he had had time 
to shov; how far he was capable of grappling with the difficulties 
of hie task. The hot weather of 1G59 ’was evidently a sickly season. 
Amongst other losses, a letter to Ray bag on 24 April announces 
the death, six days beforej of Christopher Oxendenp " being not 
above six dayes ill of a feavonr. God prepare us all for the same 
houTC, for the diseases that now raigne take away men very 
suddenly \ He was still comparatively young, having been born 
in 1626. On 23 May Wyche died also, ' having been sick no more 
then eight dayes * (Surat to Madras, 28 May) ; and he was buried 
two days latcr.^ If a tomb was erected over his remains, it has long 
since disappeared ; but Oxenden's monument is still to be seen in 
the English graveyard at Surat, enclosed in a grandiose structure 
which forms the tomb of his elder brother, Sir George Oxenden, 
who died as President in July, i66g. The Latin inscription on 
Christophers Ttionument came probably from the pen of the chap¬ 
lain, the Rev. Thomas Thomson. 

On the death of Wyche, hlaithcw Andrew^s,^ as next in Council, 
succeeded provisionally to the post of President, pending confirma¬ 
tion from ^gland. John Lambton became Accountant and Second 
in Council- while a little later (apparently in August, 1659) 
Matthew' Forster w^as promoted to be Warehouse Keeper and Third 
in Council, Matthewr Gray succeeding him as Secretary, The post 
of Purser-General w^as either left vacant or absorbed into Lambton's* 
These and other changes w'crc challenged by Revington, who 
naturally eould not forget that he had been at the head of the 
Surat factory before Wyche*s arrival - and in reply the new' President 
and Council wrote on 25 July: 

Wee will give you some reasons. . , . Before the death of the late 
President, at a eonsultacion held after the death of Mr, Oxinden, the 
now President was desired to take the accompts ; upon which was 
desired to know the sence of the Company in point of succession, 

^ r SVydse sailedi for in 166a. On ^4 ScplELmber ^ icwk out Iclt^rs 

of adiiiini»i rati[H] foi her late hiuband’‘» cstalc, lht« heiag pr«uintably no will iiiifonnatkm 
Uam Mr, l>iirr&Mray Hire, FJ.A.). 

’ Dtlaih of bis aro lackini;, bui no evidence hfls be™ raiind of iny relationship 

l a cither the ThoniEs AndrcTii's tr ho CovemoT the Company or the Andrewi wt* hid 
E;eei] factor al The tien' Flc^hlent wus apiia rmily fitiUv'oim]; and had only been in the 
1^1 abiFuE tiiibe yenrs. 
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He [WycheJ there rendered it th^t eachp in title and wagesp was 
in case of mortallity to succeed (and read unto us the Honour¬ 
able Companies lettefs to that purpose), they givcing bonds accord- 
ingly; which then MattJiew Andrews, as Accomptant, and John 
Lambton, as Purser GeneralJ, did theUp reserving the Fourth En 
Councell for Anthony Smith. It pleased God by His providence to 
call President Wyche out of this vale of troublCp and Mathew 
Andrews to succeed , , , [and hej signed bonds [and] accordingly 
received the comission, by the joint consent of allp as well as the 
Companies possitive order 

And later on [16 September) Andrews and his colleagiies, in 
reply to another letter from Ray bag, said: 

Wc have chosen Mr, Forster into Mr. Lambtons place, and 
set led the wages^ as we have chose others into the Honourable 
Companies service^ referring all to them i being soe ni-ccssitated 
by the death of others that, if we did not, we could not act as we 
should. 

In their letter to the Company of 30 Septemberp Andrew* and 
his colleagues solicited the Company's approval of these promo- 
tionSp as also of three fresh appointments, viz+: 

William Tyrwhitt to assist Mr. Lambton, Edward Oldfeild 
[to help] Mr. Gray^ and a young ladp^ brother to Mr, Forster, £0 
office, three being all woo have for that employment, 
Mr. Hoskins being in the cloth warehow^se. These at present arc 
in your how^e at Surat^ wanting no business to keepe them in 
action ; having referred their confirmation and sal I ary'3 to your 
allow^ance, when their friends there [i.e* in England] have given 
security. In the meanc time wtc have taken some here, that there 
may no prejudice accrew to Your Honours in any of their sevcrall 
trusts. 


In October, 1659, Ho&kins was sent up to Ahmadlb^d, to take 
the place of BJadwell, who was summoned to Surat. 

\Vc may here take notice of an appointment made early in 1660. 
though it is not recorded in the official documents. This was the 
t'ngagemcnt of a young man, a nephew' of the 0)vcndcns, named 
Streynsham Master, of whom much W'as to be heard later, fn an 
autobiographical fragment * he says ; 


' Prewnmbty the William Ferttcr who Stre}1a|iBm Mu»ler Id CDiiv ihc S«l« 

fw I6«i-a iDr dbpatrh lo the CompDnj- («ee ihai in F<uro,y 

fitterJj, Sival, vaL Sj). ' 


■ r*f Diitrifi ^/Slreymhem Mailff (Indian kecorde Serie*), i. f,, 150, 
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I went to Surratt with my unckJc, Mr. George Oxinden, in the 
year 1656 upon a private stockc which imployed three shipps.^, * , 
The first ships upon this Company^ accompt arrived at Surratt 
in September, 1658. The January following Mr, George Osinderip 
my uncklc^ returned to England,^ leaving me with his brother, 
Mr. Christopher Oxinden (then Second to the President at Surratt), 
who in March i&sS-sg ^^nt me supra cargo of a shipp® to Mocha 
in the Red Sea; and from thence 1 went to Gombroone, CongOp and 
Bussora in the Gulph of Persia. . . , Returning to Surratt in 
December 1659, I found the President, Mr. Nathaniell Wyche and 
my unckle, Mr. Christopher Oxinden, w'cre both dead. Mr, Matthew 
Andrewes (since Sir Matthew Andrewes), then President, finding 
a want of factors for the Conipanys busynes, took me into the 
service, January, 1659-60, I continued at Surratt for above two 
yeareSp writeing iii the office aU the letters sent and received in 
the Presidency, w'hich before was allw ays tho workc of two wTiters. 

The last month of Wyche's adroinisttation, and the opening of 
that of his successor, were clouded by anxiety lest dissensions in 
Europe $hould have brought about a renewal of the war between 
England and Holland. Sonic news on the subject, which had 
filtered overland, was received by the which on 23 April, 

1659, arrived at Sw^ally Bat ftom Gombroon and departed soon 
after fot Madras. This intelligence is refleclcd in the following 
extract f^c^m a letter written at Raybig on 2 May : 

Tlie l.ord Protector died the 3rd of Scptoitibcr and vy^ia burned 
with great magnifficcnce. The next day the Lord Richard was 
placed in his stead by the souldiers, and they all sworn to him. 
There is a Parliament called for the ennfirming thereof ; they w'ere 
to sitt in January lasL . . . Callicoes of alt sorts arc despicable in 
England by reason of their glutt, hardly affording their prime cost; 
the like for diamonds and cuffee.* Att present the greatest accions 

* tit went out in ihc 

■ By the Kin* Ffrnaildfz, nhkh S3ll«i frcin Surat m io Jnnumry. 1659 
jiftc. vol. tii. pt. iki. p. j&6)r * The 

* In a letter ol 11 ilanch. 1659* ReviiiKton ilKlrea lhil ceriain mnnei^ should be ih^^ested 

Vin cull or ditiiiiatids'H. The icnn it ej^plairt^il by the follow iiifi excerpt Insm f. 56 pI the 
Ouckerid^c MSS. (described hcrtoflcr): 'Of OdCUU difliQOtids ihrrc fire l» r^rlA. %'lr. 
rfiLi^h slniici and |[piiF{e HOtt®,,, r Cutlle stones are auch flsttre found to bcf of some former 
lasliioi^ before ihey bet CuU and wroght in aqarc arwl fonTCeue by ihc workeiiinn.' 

Mflburn. In hh Ori^nlal Commircr (vol ii. p- 79K ^ ^hat "diamonda, tthen in their 

rou^h itate, are either in ihe form of roundish pebble, i^ithtthtnini; iurfacespOror ottoedral 
crystals'; and cs'ldendy oi^ v^a» n pame for ibe fornitr variety. EL^wherE in the 
Buclccridi.'e WSS, (11^ Up 34) it appewr^ as 'diipond enffp alias boureht*. Ijc, bnrU a term 
now usiually a|xpliei;l lo the CraijnKiit^ ubrained in cidtirn:^ 
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in Europe is between the Sweed and the Danes. 1 think you are 
accquaintcd that the Sweed hath possession of the Sound from the 
Danes, which is all one as half his kingdomc, it being half his 
revenue; the which being done, he returned to his warrs in Poland 
againe. And being in the height 0/ his accions and conquest there, 
the Danes, by the assistance and incitement of the Dutch, broake 
his articles of peace and endeavourd the recovery of the Sound 
from him. The Sweed hereupon left those cittyes which he had by 
grpt Industry and courage conquered in Poland to the assault of 
this enemy, and speedily assaults the Dane, overthrew him, and 
like a victorious prince besciges the King in his royall cittye 
Cophaven, the possession whereof would make him sole commander 
of the Sound and all the kingdome. Whilest these accions were 
a^doemg, all the princes of Europe were spectators, the Emperor of 
Oermany, the Pole, the Spaniard, and the Dutch principally, 
who for seyerall reasons joynd their forces of 25,000 men and 
raised theseige ; for should the Sweed possessc the Sound, he would 
be troublesome to them all, his kingdome lying amidst of theirs: 
but greater reason procured the assistance of the Dutch, who have 
^ ®^sfcnance from thence, vizt,, all come, cordage and other 
inilhtary instruments, and had rather loose their interest in those 
intern parts then loose the accomodation of the Sound; which 
they Will certainly doc, if the Sweed (their enemies and our friends) 
possessc it. All this w'hilc the Protector was observant of the 
accions of those princes against his friends the Sweed and, resolving 
to stand noe longer neuter, did send to his assistance (he being 
destitute of shipping) for gaining the Sound 25 friggotts, com¬ 
manded by Sir George Askue; which arrived there after the seige 
was raised. Yett by their coming he had overthrown his enemies 
and bcseigcd the cittye of Cophaven again ; > with the assistance 
f t take it, and consequently be master 

of all the Sound. The Dutch and wc stand upon very tickleish 
termes f and if they dare shew their teeth, it will be in a short 
charge them with breach of their articles, which was 
that they should not assist our enemies nor furnish them either 
with shipping, ammunicion etc. ; which they have been found 
guilty of and for the same many of their ships have been taken 
by atid we hoJd them soe by the nose that if wo meet with any 
? they arc searched^ and if we hnd any goods beJonging 

to bpam or goeing thither, or soe much as a Spanish writing, 
they seize on them and carry them for England. One thing remark- 
aoic touching them, and soe have done with them. There was lying 

Streights mouth a handsome Dutch 
p p w ich being espied by one of our frigotts^ she run in under 

* Thif wn§ incorrtcr 
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the cs^tle and clapped her on board ; and searching her^ found her 
to have a Spanish commission and lately come from the 
Indies, being full laden with silverp couchenealc, hides, tobaccocp 
and other rich commodities. She was sent a prize for England, 
There was likewise a pyrott taken in the Streights which had done 
us and the French great mischeifep having taken the Eastla7id 
Merchant and Ann F^arcy etc.^ Both he and all his familly were 
in a stately French ship and taken by one of onr frigotts. They 
proferrd great riches for their ransomCp but will loose their heads^ 
The AlUppQ Merdmit was lost, and SOpOOo/. in hcr^ she was 
voyaging to the Streights. News from Alloppo is this. The 
Bashaw rebelld against the Grand Seignor and raised a great 
army and was by him overthrown; whereupon he beseiged 
AlleppOp but another great army of the Grand Seignors coming 
on him, he distrusted his stren^hp compounding with the other 
Bashaw that he should procure him grace from the Grand Seignor ; 
whereupon he yeildcd himselfCp and ho was noe sooner in his 
possession but he cutt of his head, with twelve others; and soe 
things are quiett. 

Having thus been warned of the possibility of hostilities having 
broken out between the English and the Dutch, it was with some 
anxiety that the President and his Council awaited the arrival 
of shipping from home. On 7 June they learned that the Siirat 
Frigat£, a small vessel which the Company had purchased and 
dispatched to India {via the Guinea Coast) in July, 1658, had 
reached Indian waters but had put into the Portuguese harbour 
of DIu, evidently fearing to find the English and the Dutch at open 
war. On hearing of this, the President and Council ordered the 
immediate dispatch of the Company's letters to Surat; but 
this being done by a roundabout route, the packet was lost on the 
way, owing to a boat accident. As, however, a copy was sent out 
by the (which reached the Coromandel Coast in July), 

it may be well to mention the chief points of the letter, which was 
dated 16 July, 1658. It announced that the intention of sending 
the Surat Frigate to Bantam from Surat had been abandoned, owing 
to the blockade of that port by the Dutch, and that she was conse¬ 
quently placed at the disposal of the President and Council, who 
w^ould perhaps send her to Macassar and Jambi. On the way out, 
her commander (Henry Tyrrell) had instructions to call at Sokotra, 

' Probably Viaado P^parhEno,' the prinre -of %ianiih pimtn \ who was raptured about 
October, 1658 (we CaL Sr P,, 
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to sell certain goods and buy aloes ; and the Committees suggested 
that a contract should be nriade with the Governor of that island 
for a yearly supply. The President and Council were asked to 
inquire what success had been attained by the King Fernandez 
and the IVilliam in their ventures to China, as, if the report were 
favourable, the Company would dispatch shipping thither direct 
from England. Though the Company’s letter was lost, a private 
one addressed to Wyche by the Governor (Maurice Thomson) 
duly came to hand ; and this appears to have furnished some 
guide to the Committees' intentions. 

Tow-ards the close of June the Vine, which, like the 5 ur<tl Frigate, 
had been purchased by the Company for service in Eastern waters, 
imitated the action of that vessel by putting into a Portuguese 
harbour—^in this ease Bombay; whence her captain {Edw-ard 
Mason) sent word to Surat of her arrival She brought a cargo 
iovoiced at 6,326?. and consisting of broadcloth, coral, quicksilver, 
lead, mirrors, silver ingots (to the value of a little over 4,ooof.), 

’ granadoe shells *, and two mortars. In a letter put on board her 
(dated 3 1659) the Committees advised the dispatch at 

the same time of another vessel, the Coast Frigate, which was to 
carry to Guinea a cargo worth nearly 9,000/., there convert it into 
gold and ivory, and then proceed to Surat. Two more ships were 
being prepared for the same destination, viz. the Constantinople 
Aterchant and the London, the latter being a new vessel purchased 
with the idea of sending her to Japan (a project now abandoned 
owing to the fear of a war with Holland). To fill the season’s 
shipping about 1,000 tons of merchandize would be necessary, 
and the list of goods required included calicoes, cotton yam, 
indigo (but only of good quality), cardamoms, cinnamon and 
spices (if procurable), coffee (20 tons), and pepper. 

For salt pee ter, it bcares not above half the price in the Bay 
[of Bengal] as it doth in your partes, and yet it is better liked and 
sells to more profStt here then the other doth. Therefore if you 
shall understand that there is noe obstruction of trade in those 
partes by reason of the wares bctwxene the sonns of the dcce.ased' 
Mogull or others, but that there is a free commerce without inter¬ 
ruptions, ^ formcrlie, in this case wee would have you to be the 
more sparing m the provision of this commoditie, and to send us 
not above 50 tonns, uniesse you have a greater quantitic already 
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on your handcs. But if a stoppage of trade shall be in the Bay, 
then you may onlatge to the quantJtie of 200 ton ns, provided it 
be very well refined. 

The Viti^ herself was not to return to England, but was to bo 
employed from port to port* As regards relations with the Dutch, 
the letter mentioned the siege of Copenhagen by the Swedes 
(Aug.-Oct., 1658) and its relief by a Dutch fleet, adding: 

To the assistance of the Sweedes our State have sent a fleete of 
about 20 sailcj who at their meeting with the Hollanders or Danes 
ships, wee bcleivc some hott dispute will follow, and wee feare may 
ha^ajfd, if not breake, the peace betweene England and Holland. 

The Committees hoped to send more definite information by the 
CcfistantinopU Merchant ; 

But in the meane time wee desire you to have a vigillant and 
carefull eye upon the proceedings of the Hollanders, and not to 
permitt any parte of our estate to come under their command* 

For further news the Surat Council bad not long to wait. On 
19 August the ConsiantifWplc Merchant {Robert Brown com* 
mander) arrived from England with a cargo invoiced at 18,7662.,. 
of which was in money or bullion ; while about the same 

time the FiHtf eamc in from Bombay and the Surat Frigate from 
Diu* The Cansianiinople Mefcha 7 tt brought a letter from the 
Company, dated 23 March, 1659^ which stated that no rupture 
with Holland had yet occur red, though relations were still strained. 

All things betwreene u$ and the Hollanders continue as formerlie, 
.and our State have now fitted bet weene 40 and sosaile of gallant ships 
for the Sound, vrho may probably meete with the Hollanders fleete. 
What the issue may be, God only knowes. Therefore (as formerlie 
wee advised) wee desire you to continue watchful! over their actions. 

The Committees had now heard of the outbreak of civil war in 
India and the consequent danger to the Company's factories* 
This had stimulated their desire to secure a safe place for their 
head-quarters in Western India, and so, after expressing (see p. 144) 
their concurrence in the factors' fears as to the security of Surat, 

they continued : 

Wee question not but you well remember what commission wee 
gave you in our letter of the 9 Aprill last * *. concerning the treating 
for the obteyning of the port of Danda Rajaporc, Bassecne, Bom* 
bay, etc., and the somme therein lymitted to be disbursed on that 
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itnpjDj''nient. Wcc have some hopes that you have already made 
some progresse herein^ as you have seen occasion administred. 
But if you have not, then wee desire you to take notice chat wee 
have here agame rcassumed the debate of this busincssc, and doo 
conclude that Danda Rajaporc will be a very commodious and 
secure place to settle upon^ being soe scituatcd as that in respect 
of trade^ both to Persia, Mochap Acheene, etc.^ and the freenesse 
from troubles and dangers, that it is to be preferred farr belore 
Surratt. And therefore wcc earnestly require that you take this 
subject into your considerations and to prosecute the same what 
possibly may be, having reference to our prelymittcd somme of 
money + + , which wee would not have you to esceede. The Corn- 
pany have former! ie been sufferers by th^ people of Rajaporc, having 
susteyned a lossc of 40,000 rup[ccs] by the robbing of their caphilaes 
by Jacob Chawjie and the goodes sent by him to Melick Amber 
into the ca&tle of Danda Rajapore.^ Some sattisfaction for this 
losse was recovered by the repri^call of somme vcsscils of Decan, 
but not sufficient to discharge their debt; and therefore wcc have 
a warrantable occasion in our handes to endeavour a forced 
restitution from them, which elce will nev^er be obteyned; which 
wee hereby referre to your manadgment, if you shall find it facile 
and likely to be brought to our desired issue, namly [Le. especially] 
in relation to the getting into our posesslon the premcnciencd place 
of Danda Rajaporc^ by some such stratageme as you shall conclude 
most fitting for the accomplishment thereof.^ 

On 24 September, 1659^ two more vessels from England reached 
Swally—^the London (under Robert Bowen) and the Ccast FHg^t^ 
(under Henr}-^ Risby).® The former of these brought a short letter 
from the Company^ dated ii January^ i659i specifying her cargo^ 
which consisted of lead to the value of 246/. and treasure (in rials 
of eight and silver ingots) invoiced at about 5.600/. 


* TTiis ms Ini6j| (sH- Efigiak pf. xxx-mW). By ^ Jocpb Cha^iw" 

ii mcAnK VlkOt Khin, the j;eti«al*f Malik Anibar. 

■ VV'riliti^aliule Ut-er J August) to BerUA, lli« Ccmtniltcesxnxiie the £&1 towing reference 
to their Sctictncs; “The mtiSidErntion of llw Quiches Krext sucORjie In [ndisp in ihe gaiumf; 
ni se^Tm] I places, hath incited you to put us in mind to proctirc some pLice that wx mijiht 
caN our owne and be masirrs oft; lettic the DuSrliK iiretetidini;; some injuries from [he 
^fogull, may bloeic np SwaUy and ^privc us oi trador This wee have already bad in cmr 
Thpu^htt, and hxve fiiven commissiCHi to our I'resident and CounHil to endeavour to aeccHn- 
pliib, and hope he will brSfiK it to a sood The CummittoK doubtCesa had in mind ihe 

CMC of Bantam Oud the daitn of ibe Dutch ID Cxcluda the ^lllh fr&rn irxde duritic the 
blockade o| that port. 

^ Pan of a jcmmal kept on board thU ship (iS Junt-iy Au^.) will bc found Ln Ibit. Mas, 
Sioaue MS. ^6;^ ff. 
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Helving now five ships at their disposal, President Andrews and 
his Council took into con&idetation how best to employ thern^ 
The chief cause for anxiety was the uncertainty as to the political 
situation in Europe ; but on this point the captain of the Cmstan* 
tin&ple Alerch^nl was more confident than his employers, assuring 
the factors (according to a letter to Ray bag of 4 Oet.) that 

The Dutch, though they braged much, did not sett out to helps 
tho Dane against ours that went to the assistance of the Sw'eed, 
but that on the contrary their plumes were fallen* 

As this information w^as slightly later than the date of the Com¬ 
pany "a letter, Andrews and his colleagues felt that they might 
safely act upon it; and so they decided to send the Consianiia^plg 
down the Malabar Coast to fetch pepper, cardamoms, 
&c., from Cannanore, '.vith Henry Gary in her as supercargo, while 
the Lmtdon and the Coast Frigate were to go to Rajapur to lade the 
goods accumulated there. The Surnf Frigate was reserv'ed for 
a voyage to Achin and Macassar, should peace be maintained with 
the Dutch. Tho Ff/tfi was laden with a quantity of wheat for 
Lahribandar, where she w^as to take in goods for Persia, 

Before the vessels scattered on their several errands, the President 
and Council deemed it wise to repeat the warning against un¬ 
authorized Englishmen remaining in the East. Tliey thereupon 
issued a declaration (5 Sept.), calling upon all who were not in 
the Company's service to report themselves, when as many as 
were capable and willing w^ould be engaged, $0 far as the needs of 
business would w^arrant. All others were ordered to depart for 
England by the end of the foUow^ing January, on penalty of the 
seizure of their persons and estatesn Owners and freighters of 
vessels were warned against employing defaulters^ as not only 
would passes be denied to any ship in which they sailed, but the 
Company's commanders would be ordered to search suspected 
vessels and to take out of them $uch interlopers and their goods. This 
declaration, in English, Persian, and ‘ Bannian', w^as posted up at the 
Surat custom'ho use and other places of public resort, and also at 
Swally Marine* A similar notification was sent shortly afterwards 
to Bengal and the Coromandel Coast, for publication in those parts* 
The Vine sailed for Sind and Persia at the end of September* 
In a letter to the Company which she carried to Gombroon for 
335S F 
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transmission overland, it was stated that the goods to be embarked 
at Lahnbandar would be fewer than usual, " being the famine and 
plague in Scinda is s-o groat that it hath swept away most part of 
the people,^ and those that are left are few, and what they make is 
bought by the country merchant at any price, that causeth them 
not to take care it be good", The same letter advised that in 
April, 1G59 (see p, igS), a new Governor had reached Surat in the 
person of MTrza Arab, w'ho, during a previous tenure of the same 
post, had lent the English a considerable sum of money, the return 
of which^ with interest, he had promptly demanded ; and, a^ no 
cash was available, the President and Council had been obliged to 
borrow about 60,000 rupees for the purpose* The supply brought 
by the new fleet was so meagre that there was no hope of paying 
off their indebtedness and also providing cargoes for four ships, as 
the Company expected. This showed, wTotc the Council: 

The inconvenience of not having a double stock, and starving 
so hopeful! a begining as (God be thanked) wee are in, every sort 
of goods running into the oid channell of goodness and price, if 
wee had money to encourage; w^hich will both keepe up your 
high lookt upon credit and (being bought at the best hand) your 
proffit; as also fredome from the usurer, that may not cojnmaund 
us at there pleasure, nor your goods at their price* 

Concerning the danger from the Dutch, the Council wTote that 
the Vin^ was expected to meet at L.ahnbandar the ^Vdeo^ 
and if the latter brought intelligence from Basra of a declaration 

> Thm art setTral athcr allujibnt to LhLa M:arc:ity. It wems lO hiVc been tint numUDiitd 
in a ktifr from Scrivener of 6 Jude, whicli it In reply the Surat facinr* 

f^roDnised a supply of rarn—promise repeated on 6 dng that any of tlw 

oflm lliat vdSA ml tEquired for the factois* own use should be di&Eributed to Uve wt^VETA 
* upon accompE, and be n meanes to keepe ibem unlo your devoiion in another leUer 
of 17 September f«ht overknd) they annoioncEd iHe dispatch of the com by the 
adding; ' We hope also thaii:^ the foinioe and praUlence bemg abated^ the weavers may 
Encmie, to Lhc rEturne of trading A^inE j which wc would eodrav-our to enerwe by Urge 
invnttncnts EVf yeare, were wc iocouri^ by ijocds that would be nmde we]I and propper 
for Pesia tmd Moclio; for doth for Etmknd^ u yci h lEquired but a Hina]| qiuijitety % 
A third le| ter, dated a rnontii later*, said E * The comc- formeriy sent you wee would have jtKU 
to distrihute some to the weavers to lucepc them at worSsfp and pay them in haJfe come. 
Imlfe mcntey j tnainLaining them » all the yeare. For ^hich purpose w« ihall send yon 
a i-upply ufitill the famine ctiMth, being that wee luppoH it may be a means to eainc the 
f^eaier quantity of clathT both, for Persia and Mocha, fliriii bc-iier itutde ; for wee would ha^'e 
you alwayes be providing of those sort*, aa well at bafiact for Europe,* abo a letter 
of J3 April p iCidOp quoted on 0 later poge. 
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of war, both vessels were to make at once for SwalJ^p " bcuig the 
Dutch arc with eight [*' twelve ” in another copy] sayle of men 
of warr lying betwixt Basscen and Goa, now waiting for Portugal I 
vtssailcs, but on the least news (wee bclecvc) will not spare to 
affront us". In reference to the Company's desire for the acquisi¬ 
tion of a fortified settle men t, the President and Council remarked : 

Wee live (God be thanked) in as good correspondence with the^e 
people as ever and as much fredome^ both in the procury of goods 
and ready saiJe of those [that] arrive. Hotv^ever, wee have and shall 
obey your commaund in the procury (if possible) of any of those 
places named in your advices received by the Cof^ianiifWpU 
Merchani, and by the shipping shall give you, wee hope, a satis- 
factor)’' accompt of what you expect as desire- 

As regards the goods received from England, the coral, it w^as 
stated, w'as being sent to the Malabar Coast as being the best 
market for that commodity ; the broadcloth was in little demand 
at Surat, and still less in Persia: no buyers could be found for the 
shells, and the only chance of disposing of them seemed to be in 
the event of Aurangzeb deciding to make a fresh attempt to recover 
Kandahar^ This would mean a regular siege of the city. 

That is the only employment hcc puts them to. And that hee is 
not likely to doe these many years, being but newly enthron’d, and 
that not secure, by reason of his two brothers lirking about the 
kingdome, the father a prisoner in Agra Castle alive, and the 
younger {who began the broile) likewise in another castled 

A further item of intelligence that 
the new king, Oran Zeeb, hath rais'd his coine to | per cent, finer 
then formerly ** which hath causd much trouble and contention 
betwixt the merchants of Surat and the Governor j among w^hich 
wee had out share, and though they could not prevaile, yet wee 

’ In a letter t* Ril^-td{;, 4 Ociobtifp 1659^^ the and Council idteratcd iheir 

conviction that Aorangveb would notbuv niumtianre., unless ^10 aUatani Conddluur. 
when he hath noihinst elce to doe; for sore we are he is w covatnus n printi! that, till 
neccfidity urecth him/he will wot s|Aid *DC tiaiieh tnoticv to looke on iron \ 

* *Thc Governor ol thts place hath caused rupees to be aLOmped iiK choul Or rlcc Ener 
then rortoerly ; which aiu»th both trouble and Ima m the Company ’ (Sunat to Ahmad- 
flhftd, ir September p 165$)^ Cmins of rtce t^ArfstYj/) vete used w welfthlB by the silver- 
imitbs. 

En a letter to Molcha of 1$ January, 1660. iI»e Surat Council aa^ that ictums shootd 
be made in ^Id ' chickeeni ^ (sequins); ' the new e Kinge havfng raised bin come in 
flnfenksse and caused it to be made to we^^h heavier p hath abated the price ol all sorts of 
silver'. 
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did, to selJ your money received on the ConstaiitinopU at the old 
rate and pay your debts at the same ; but for the future must 
submitt to the same price that is at present currant. 


No further opportunity occurred of communicating with the 
Company until the fleet went home in January, t66o. In the 
interim the Surai Frigau was dispatched on a voyage to Bantam, 
and the ships which had been sent to various ports returned to 
Swally, Of these the CoustantinopU Merchant had had a note¬ 
worthy experience. In her voyage down the Malabar Coast she 
arrived off Goa on 10 September, and on attempting to enter that 
port was stopped by the Dutch blockading squadron, the com¬ 
mander of which (Pieter de Bitter) intimated that he could not 
allow her to go into the harbour, as she had munitions of war on 
board. These were the guns and shells which the vessel had 
brought from England and was now carrying to Kajapur on the 
chance of sales being effected there. On being thus challenged, the 
English admitted that they had these munitions on board, but 
declared that they were not (as the Dutch suspected) intended for 
sale to the Portuguese, and that they would in fact have been left 
at Swally, had not bad weather and want of time prevented the 
substitution of other ballast. The situation was a delicate one for 
the Dutch, whose employers had recently been forced by the 
insistence of the English Government to pay smartly for seizing 
some English ships which had attempted to enter Bantam whilst 
It WM nnder blockade {Court Minutes, 1655-9, PP- xxviii, xxxi); 
but It was obviously of importance to prevent the Portuguese from 
acquiring fresh guns and ammunition, and De Bitter remained firm 
on the point. He permitted the vessel to anchor off the port and 
her non-contraband goods to be taken to Goa by boats; but 
before she sailed again, he forcibly removed the guns and shells 
from her, possibly in order to prevent their being carried to other 
Portuguese settlements along the coast. In acting thus the Dutch 
appear to have been within their rights, since it had been agreed 
during the negotiations in Europe that contraband of war was 
liable t^eizure if an attempt were made to take it into a blockaded 
port, rhis was pointed out in a conciliatory reply* which the 


• aCp and Hasiit j, voL Xxiv. 

wdl be ixmniA r Dutcli decount of the incitieiit. 


noi. 654, 664. 


In no, ■651 {ml, xto) 
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Dutch commander sent to Surat in ^in$wcr to a protest lodged with 
him by Gary and hi$ associates {O.C. ^Sii) ; but the PreBidcat 
and Counciin reporting the matter to the Cdmpanyi com¬ 
plained bitterly of the affront and urged that satisfaction should be 
demanded in Holland- 

Mean while at home public affairs were in a very unsettled 
conditionp The recall of the Long Parliament and the retirement 
of Richard Cromw'cll into private life (May^ 1659) had been followed 
by a Royalist rising ; and. although this had been crushed, events 
seemed rapidly to be tending towards the restoration of King 
Charles- The new^, brought by the from Basra (whither 

it had come overland from the English consul at Aleppo)pOf ' the 
great changes of the goverment of our native soyle at home \ 
made the President and Council anxious as to the security of the 
ho meivard-bound fleet; and when, early in January', 1660, the 
four vessels—the London t C&jista 7 dinopU Mmhan^^ Coast frigate^ 
and Society —were ready to atart^ the commanders were placed 
under bond to sail in company to St. Helcnaj^ whence^ if no news 
had been received from home and no convoy was awaiting themp 
they ’were to proceed together to Barbadoes^ and then act according 
to such intelligence as they could procure. 

By tliis fleet Andrews and his colleagues sent the Company 
a long ktterp dated lo Januarj^ 1660^ portions of which are quoted 
on other pages. Further passages of interest are the follow'ing : 

From Mr, Nicholas Buckcridge in Persia w^ee have received briefe 
advices, dated in Spahawne, hoping that he hath been more satis¬ 
factorily large unto Your Honours overland, for unto us here he 
hath given none j nor indeed expect not much, knowing him not 
able for such an imployment as to treate in a Princes court for 
customes of his cheife port at soe farre a distance i they being 
a nation that feare nothingc but w^hat they fcele, and then a little 
smart makes them to comply readily. To wave the discription 
both of prince and peoplCp grounded uppon experienccp and only 
on this subject to give you our opinionSp that though there is 

^ St- Hdnui hud jut b«n settiMl by the Cifkmpiiny ias a place ef icndcicwui thnr 
hofflfft’ard-'lxMinfl ihlpA {CffHFl Mhtuifif 1655^, )£:aci)p 0. gHirisoti hiving bHD convej'cd 
thilbcr hv ihc in her aulirard ‘^TOyagt. In the letter to Enrnt o{ 1 1 Jannflryj |6^9 p 

ihc Coni|K^y had Ordered that each vessel sent home ilvoyld carry a ton ol rice w tw leU 
fti St. llitlefiiEL lor Live use ol the settlers ; aaid four ton& urrr accordingly stne thither by the 
present tlcet^ 
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a gfeate difference in the wise mannadging of affaires of that 
nature as yotiR in Persia, yet the wisest shall neaver prevaiJe 
for their due part of eustomes without force; therefore hope you 
will please to command the practice. You will quickly finde the 
sdecease. In order unto which mu$t be considered also a place on 
this coMt to reside in. Jf you will breakc to any purpose and eoc 
through with the work^ you must also forbeare trading in Suratt ■ 
^ tv I neaver suffer us to hinder their jouncks trade thither 
and left us be free here. Therefore, as wee are not idle to informe 
our selves of the accomplishment of your desires for Danda Kaia* 
pore, soe wee are not able to doe more then informe, because wee 
luyc neither men nor moneys to prosecute any such dosigne. Tis 
not beyond our reach; for, had wee the meanes, wee could soone 
make you masters of the place. And in the meane tyme wffj 
informe our seWes of Bombay and another place, called Vissava > 
neare to that bay, which is worth the notice; that, if wee faij'e 
not of all. To that purpose wee shall now goo 
overland give you a discription of the place : 
us rhifwho arc willing to ente°taine 
Sf P?Sn without leave from the Kinge 

^L-i 1 ^ i' procure there,® a good port miy 

easily bo obteyned here, before the insulting Dutch gaine all ■ they 
nowlyinge before Goa with seven sayle, and gone to Dio with thr^ 

mnts^-Jvifl^S’ nec^itye of the fewe Portugall inhabi- 

for them to make use of to their 

""T" f=>^«da 

to rSh rogues, and maintaine vcssells abroad 

1^7 u to roote out such 

exocetatlnn your order, and hope for force to answcarc 

Orang Zeebe expects a Mum* 
barike [mitharak] or a congratulating of his cominge to the throne 

?o..i of'Tl^e ^‘-rster 

Ini inL. “PP tf'ethcr with a fittingc present, 

and tn rftrt*" ^ confirmc former agreements and priviJedgcs 

i Mr ^nTv?'»l>0 . /the debts 

t .ir. jesson and Mr. Andrcw-s hinder not, to settle a factorve 

If uppon due consideration wee shall findc it nccessarye vJU 

rehcarsall aTadningcTS 

of VoSrST.? h^"'^ *« the mannadinge 

»i-r ^ uucxpressablc trouble, in sufferinte the 

».«t of monsy. to prososuts yiur dr,ig„« by^rlur sdv^'ora- 
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maadcd. For if you please to take notice of the enclosed abstract 
[mtssiVif] of your estates here, you will £nde how rnuch you are in 
debt; * to satisfyc which wee are not only railed at, but tyred out 
with attendances of importunate shrofTes, Ncccssitye, which hath 
no lawc, inforced us to make them or lay upp your shipping; for 
if wee borrowed money to trade in the countroy (as wee must if 
wee trade) it would be worse, because that noe marketts are here 
so quick, or bu?xar^ proffitablo, as to encourage us to buy goodes 
usually vending at the ports to the northward, no freight to this 
day presentinge, not one bale for Persia, that wee arc forced to 
send four shippes now home unto you, and sorrye wee arc that they 
must be laden with such greate quantityes of druggsA But wee 
knowing you our masters, and hoping your favourable censure of 
our endeavours \cill remedye soone this present intollerabJe cvill 
of want of moneys to mannadge your buisnesso with creditt and 
comfort. I'hc towne is very emptyc of moneys; Virgee Vo rah 
(Vlrji Vora] is the only master of it, and he is so close fisted that for 
the consideration of no intrest it cannot yet be procured of him ; 
that if the sooner wee are not enabled to pay your debts, wee shall 
be wearyc of our lives. Pardon our passionate expression, and 
consider your owne eredits and benefitts wee plead for. Intrest 
is small with you and high here; goodes bought here for ready 
money arc 10 and 15 percent, cheaper, besides the honour of your 
name. You need not feare bad debts, for you may for money at 
intrest neaver failc of good sccuritye; but had woe money, wee 
could soonc imploy it to more beniiitt then the highest intrest 
gives. Wee hope you will trust us W'ith double stocks, ant! that 
you have so much confidence in us that wee will be just; if not, 
’tis better to send them you will, and money enough, then to lett 
us rcmainc and the nation, and particularly your selves, loose your 
good name. . . . Were you pleased that the shipping that are now 
in the countrcy that arc your ownc were called home, and others 
sent in their roomes, you would both preserve the shippes (which 
cannot be so well repaired here) as cncouradge your commanders 
and make many men more experienced in this countrey. This wee 
humbly oflerr, leaving all to your discreet conclusion. ... To 
conclude, though the affaires of the state of India hinders the 
quick dispatch of Your Honours buisnesse in the Bay of Bcngalah, 

' A Dutch kll« {Ilapie Tratumptt, ser. i, W>1. ttklii. no, Sfi} that lli« English M 
Sunt in <tebt to the unvaunt of s«%'cn tons o( gold (tOjOooI.) iui4 that ibeir credit 

■ The fmniUftr (AdxJr), but used+ as in iome previous casesp m ihc scmc flJ * i™3e % 

■ The value the cargm ai iht Jour was ub<yut (Surat to SJMuIipataiQ, 

6 Fcb^t fiaSf of this had \xm t^rovided with burrowed (Surat to 

IS Vtb.y 


9Z6 


THE SURAT PRESIDENCY, 1639 


of warxes, not seing of it • living in as much 
quictnessc with the people as formerly. Only Meirza Arab, the 
Uovernour, is the same man as formerly, allwaics troublesome ’ 
and tis no newes to have all Moore govemours soe. This new kinee 
The Sultan Sujah in person towards 

® all the rest of the countrey quiett 

thk ''hat the success will but 

J merchants in the countrey from coming 

no freight (as there is^not) for any 

c^e for^threP^^h'^^ msolvrng to imgrosse all the goodes when they 
come for three shippes now Iiere m the Hole designed for Persia 

i°?he S'ln,£^er‘r ®'• 

The last paragraph quoted makes it clear that there had been 
trouble with Afirza Arab, the Governor of Surat; and one is not 
surpr^ed to find among the India Office records»a letter from that 
individual to the Company, written in Portuguese on the gilt- 
spangled paper of ceremonj', inveighing against Andrew's as 
a frivolous and evil-disposed man who had been guilty of defrauding 
the imperial customs,* and advising that he should be replaced by 
someone of the stamp of the previous Presidents, if his employers 
wjs ed their affairs to prosper. This document was sent to England 

in the London, doubtless without the knowledge of the President 

and Council 

Rcserv'ing the factories in Persia and the Deccan for separate 
treatnient, something may here be said regarding the remaining 
ependcncics which were immediately under the control of the 
President. Of the factories at Tatta and Ahmadabad some details 

preceding pages, and the extant 
records (consisting almost entirely of copies of letters sent to those 
places from Surat) yield nothing else worthy of special notice. 
I^hc dispatch of Cobb to Baroda at the end of March has been 

thit^r, with instructions to stay at Broach on the way for a time, 

^ investment in that town. Two months 

to ^ order 

permtend the sorting and bleaching of doth there. He seems 

] ^ «®(iKfm(»rDr>' Iransbtion fonoi O.C. jSfij. 
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lo have returned to Surat at the end of the year, when the invest¬ 
ment u'as finished. Apparently, the experiment of renewing trade 
at Baroda was judged to be a failure, for on 15 December, the 
President and Council wrote to Cobb : 

It is the first time of many years that death hath beene bought 
in Brodera; but if investments there cannot be made without being 
see much abused by the broker, we shall forbare buying goods 
there hereafter. 

The factor>' at Agra had ceased to exist, and, as already noted, 
Jesson had come down to Surat at the beginning of 1659, Thomas 
Andrews remained behind, struggling vainly to find the means 
of discharging his debts. Copies of two letters addressed to him 
by the President and Council during the year have survived. The 
first, dated iz May, notified that they had appointed a broker 
to make sale of Andrews’s broadcloth and cochineal, with a view 
to satisfying in part the Company’s claim. 

Wee have likewise given order to the said partie for to recover 
for the Company what debts Mr. Jesaon hath left oweing unto 
them upon the ballance of his aecompts, and that hce takes an 
accompt of what howsehold stuffe is remayning in the Companyea 
howse ; which that hce may w*ith the more conveniencie doe, and 
the people of the country take notice that you are none of the 
Companyes servants (to prevent future trouble}, wee desire that 
you will remove out of the Companyes hoarse and deliver up the 
kej'S unto the said Lalla Kissundas [Laia Klsund^s], 

The second is a very brief note of 28 October, acquainting Andrews 
of some fresh arrangements about the sale of hts cochineal. The 
matter dragged on, and in the following spring he appealed for 
Ica^'e to sell the goods himself, desiring also, it would seem, to be 
allowed to remain in the Company's house. To this the President 
and Council replied coldly on 21 May, i;66o: 

Wee received your letters of the 18 Aprill and zd of May; wherin 
wee read a large story of a little cocheneale, that hath been six 
years a selling. It is high tyme it were concluded, and not disputed 
on so long who must sell it and the differrence in price; to end which 
wee have enordcred you now (as formerly) to sell it and the Bannian 
to receive the money, Md that you may know the Bannians name, 
tis Tulce Gonde [Tulsi Ganda], and unto him w'ce have writ to 
receive the money and render us accompt. Tis strange that hee 
will, in the try all of his actions or entertainment, out himselfe of 
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his expectation, to cozen you of a few rupees. The truth is wee 
read more passion then reason. You desire 600 rupees to be 
delivered. Wee cannot answere it to our masters that you being 
50 much in debt to them, and staying in Agra contrary to order, 
that wee should niaintainc you there also. Wee suppose you 
master of more reason. You say that you must and wil] pay it ■ 
but wee cannot tell when^ nor you neither. Therfore wee conclude 
as begunn^ that you suddenly sell the cochcncale that remaynes 
to whome you please, provided you call Tulcce to see and heare the 
bargaine, ^ order the buyer to pay the money unto him. Wee are 
possitive in this our order; and if not observed, wee shall take 
it out of your hand and dispose of it without so many peevish 
disputes. Wee aro not ignorant of the reason; but more money 
upon the Companyes accompt w'eo shall not trust you with. You 
have been permitted to stay in the Companyes howse in Agra to 
this tyme, hopefng that you would have been so rat ion all as to 
consider the Companyes business sufTcrrs much by your staying 
there, as [vrell from] the company you per mitt to be in the howse 
at divers tymes, as [from] abuse of the bitchanna [bickhauna^ 
bedding] etc. howsehold stuife that is there. Therfore w'ee cnorder 
that, one month after the receipt of thescj you depart the howse 
and deliver the howsehold stuff, as it was a yeare since, to Tulec 
Gonde. Wee shall admit of no reply, but that this our order be 
obser\Td, Wee shall not fearc any iloores inhabiting there, by 
Gondees making mussra * with them, or others seizing of it. . . . 


From Agra we now travel to the south of the peninsula, where 
during 1659 tw'o new factories were established under the orders 
of the President and Council. It was probably the activity of the 
Dutch in those parts that drew the attention of the English to the 
desirability of establishing themselves there before their rivals 
succeeded in monopoljKing the pepper trade of the south ; but the 
early history of the factory which was founded at Old Kayal, 
near Tutieorin, ts somewhat obscure. As Revington claimed (in 
a letter to the Company, 19 Nov., 1659) to have ^ planted ^ this 
factory^ it seems probable that he had been concerned in the 
dispatch of seme merchants in that direction as a private venture 
before the arrival of Prc'sident Wyche; and this is borne out by 
an entry in a Surat letter of 16 October, 165^ p. 154), which 
shows that John Moddesdon and Jehn Harrington were then 
absent on an ejcpcdition to G>chin** That Hoddesdon went from 

^ CiuTyir^ favour (Per*. moMrrnty oiuk of jay). 

* The vUit of \hc id Lhu po^l bai Uen mcoTloned on p. 
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that place round Cape Comorin to the port$ in the Gulf of Hanar 
appears from a Surat letter of i 5 January, 1659: 

Mr. Hoddesdon is newly arrived from a port called Caile Velha/ 
that lies towards Coast Cormandcll, neere Cape Comorin. Hce had 
been at a place called Tatticoree [Tuticorin], three leagues further, 
but the Dutch had newlie made an agreement with the people to 
settle there and would not suffer them to receive any benefftt of 
the shoare, not so much as water. But no sooner had the people 
understood of the arrivall of the shipp at Cale Vclha but all the theife 
merchants came dowme to Mr. Hoddesdon, much rejoyoing to see 
an English shipp, and promised, if the English would settle a 
factory there, they would procure them great priviHedges there 
from the King, and what cloth they would desire of all sorts, being 
to be had there in great plenty, and likewise saltpeetcr. Besides^ 
they tvere confident from Zcalone they could procure store of 
cinnamon to be brought in small vessells that comes from thence 
to their ports, the King of Zealone being much discontented with 
the Dutch for their false dealing after they had assisted them to 
take Columbo. The President hath likewise received a verie kind 
letter $igncd by eight of the cheife merchants of those parts, wherin 
they give great encouragement for trade; w^hich, with Mr, Hodcs- 
dons large relacion of those parts, will invite us to retournc him 
thither againc with two other English for to settle a factory there 
in the most convenient place for shipping ; by whomc wee intend 
to send ^oooi. estate in mony and all sorts of Europe commodities 
for a tryall, in hopes it male proove in tyme very profitable to 
Your Worshipps; to w^hich w^ee desire the Lord to send His blessing. 
Wee send you, packed up in one bale, musters of what cloth was 
bought there ; and desire to understand from you, so soone as you 
cann, what incouragement you find by them, that wee may proceed 
accordingly. 

To this the Committees replied promptly on 22 August, 16591 

Wee have taken a view of those musters which you have procured 
from your new factorie of Caile Vciha, and find them to be good 
and wtH made doth and such as %vec doubt not, considering their 
cheapnesso, will find a markett here. And therefore you may goe 
on in the provision of them, in severall sortes, as much as you can 

* Old Kiyiilp aboiJl i& miles SSW. of Tuiiconn- It iiuioitd ii the m^ulh of ihf 
TIliimfJflTTiij dnd Ih the Middle a rioiirishinj; jrtrt, as Attested by Mum POl&^ 

buE tin sea rKi!ded (it ii now two niit« from the ofid the lawn was rusj cd. Tht present- 
day Kuynl^AUanam Is c&mpar^th'ely rmKkrnr 

TKe Poriu^fM lor somr lime had a liclory at Old KAyaL bu I Ifansfetitd ii la Tudoorin 
when navi^ti-Qn btranie difiuilt^ Thcii name ft>r the place ptrsiattd ami (as will be uen) 
was ad4)]^ed by the Ifjicliih. The Duuh called il ' PundecaiS ^ (Kfij-aJ 
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With cotivenfencje; giving charge to those factors who shall there 
reside that they take espetlall care that they be not fakified, either 
in their lengths, breadths, or good making, but that they be such 
as you have now sent us for patternes. And give them order to 
procure them as cheape as possibly they can, under the prizes 
thwe now sent are rated ; and that none of them be starched nor 
stillncd wjth rice water, but handsomly made up and well whited • 
in which condicion let them come unto us. * 


rioddosdon’s death prevented his being sent back to Kayal, as 
intended; but on 26 February, 1659, three merchants—Walter 
Travers, John Harrington, and Alexander Grigsby—-were dispatched 
in a small vessel to that place with a stock of about 4,500/, in money 
and various * Europe commodities They w'cre told that the 
Society would call at the port on her way back from Mokha, to take 
■n any goods provided for England and leave a fresh stock, 
if the factors found their prospects sufficiently encouraging to 
warrant their stay; if not, they were to return in that vessel 
to Surat (letter to the Company, 12 April, 1659), In the autumn 
the Society duly appeared at the new settlement, and a quantity 
of calico was put on board, in addition to some pearls from the 
Manar fishery. The Surat Council were but moderately satisfied 
with the quality of the cotton goods, but judged them to be good 
enough for Bantam and other Asiatic markets; on the whole 
they decided to continue the factory for another year, and instruc¬ 
tions wrere sent to Travers to procure supplies of pepper, saltpetre, 
cowries, betelnuts, and red wood, for which the Surat Frigate was 
to call on her way back from Bantam (letters of 8 and is Dec 

1659)- 


Besides the factory at Kayal, one was started about the same 
time at Calicut, whither in March, 1659, Robert Masters was 
dispatched from Sut^t to procure red wood and cardamoms. He 
embarked in a junk named the Saidmati (U, the Safely). Masters 
was well received by the Raja, who made certain concessions in 
the matter of customs dues (letter of 14 Oct.); and at the end 
of the season he was able to provide the Saidmati with a full lading 
of cardamoms, red wood, &c. (Rajapur to Company, 30 Nov,). 
Masters returned in her ta Surat, 


ajettcr from the Kinge or Rajah of the place [with] 
some mcouradgment, as invitation to settle there, by assuring us 
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of all th<; comodityes (or as many as wee please) of his port at 
ftiasonable prises; an experience of which wee have hadj the wood, 
though but little quantityselling now for more then two for one, 
and the pepper 70 and fio per cent, ; that wee^ apprehending the 
convenient lying of the factorycp the quiet trading in it {though 
amongst Mallabars), returned Mr. Masters at short waminge on the 
Swratt FrigM with effects amounting unto m[ahmQdij3 118,741^ 
to procure the lading of the Vme for Mocho, of pepper^ eardamons, 
beetlenuts^ and ginger^ before her arrival!; because, when any 
vesseil is in port, the difference of prices is 40 per cent, dearer then 
’when absentp So that wee hope the FiVi^ (which wee now* dispeed 
with the Europe shipping) will finde her goods ready^ that shoe may 
not long stay there. Wee intend tw^o persons to reside there, and^ 
if so bee one of them have occasion to journey to Cannanore (the 
best place to procure cardamons), this may be done in the raine 
tymes, ready for the shippes to fetch of(f] at the beginning of the 
monzoones. {Surat to the Company, 10 Jan*^ 1660^) 

The instructions given to Masters {16 Dec,, 1659) were certainly 
not lacking in vigour^ ITie Raja's letter was apparently to be 
treated as conferring upon the English a monopoly of the trade, 
for Masters was directed to seize any vessel found trading at 
Calicut not belonging to that port or to places confederate with 
the Englishj unless he judged that such action \vas likely to preju¬ 
dice the establishnncnt of a factory. In that case he w^as to content 
himself with hindering as much as possible the trade of such com¬ 
petitors. 

THE PERSIA AGENCY, AND THE MUSKAT 
PROJECT, 1659 

At the close of 165S we left William Garway at Gombroon, 
waiting for the presents w^hich the President and Council were to 
send him with a view to his journey to tho CourL On iq January, 
1659, Welcome w^as dispatched to that port from Surat, carrying 
goods for sale to the value of about 4,500^. and a letter stating that 
the presents were being provided, in accordance with a list furnished 
by Andrews. Writing to the Company a day earlier, the President 
and Council had said that the cost of the presents would be 
1^338;. 15s,, 

Besides the charges going up and sever all other expences ; which 
puts us to a stand, not knowing well what to doe * and was it not 
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for the honour of our nation, which hath been much impaired of 
late, and the customes you have received of small valew in con¬ 
sideration of what is your due, wee should forbeare sending anie, 
or at least not necre that impoit* But being you have great cause 
to demaund your due for many years past, and in hopes that, by 
the Agents etc* carriage in. the business, you will have a settlement 
of your customes, w'herby you may receive your ownc for the 
future, wee shall goc on providing of the presents, and send them 
upon the last ship ; w'hich will be time enough for them to carry 
up along with them. Wee find by the Persian bookes that the 
charges of your servants hath been as much as the income of your 
customes' which if it contynnueSj,you can have but little encourage^ 
ment to contyrmue anie of your servants ashoarc, unless you drive 
a farr greater trade thethcr then hitherto any of your predecessors 
have done. 

Such of the presents as were ready were forwarded in February, 
1C59, ^ country vessel named the Ahtnaddbdd^ viith a promise 

that the rest should come by the Wdc&vie on her next trip* A little 
later, however, the President and Council, being in urgent need 
of funds^ decided to ship a quantity of Smd calico to Persia for sale , 
this was put aboard another junk, named the Esidi^ and the 
opportunity was taken to send abo the remainder of the presents. 
In the letter advising this (7 March), VVyche and his colleagues 
pressed the Gombroon factors to remit to Surat all the funds that 
were available, including any money received on account of the 
customs \ and added 

Pray send us by the first the copies of the two great row [Is J, 
made up in red, which w'erc delivered to the Agent by Mr, Andrews, 
being the art^icks of agreement made wdth Shaw Sophec ^ and 
this present King Shaw Atlas (or Shaw Abas the Great) with 
the Companyes Agent, 

Three days later an opportunity occurred of sending a letter by 
another vessel, and in this the President and Council wTotc t 

The copie of the Companies letter to the King of Persia wee 
have received front you^ and retournc it herewith translated In 
Latine and Persian, for you to make use of as you shall see occation ; 
though wee are very well inform'd that your linguist is capable to 
have it done there. You write that by the commission you have 
received from the Company you are to capitulate for the increase 

< Shah Bah ([<^79-43). A tmiuUnion of ihc famdm nlmed ip ii prtuLed at p* ol 
vflL vi ai 
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of the custonics. but you are not satisfied what wiU please them, 
but desire to know from us whether you should make anic new 
agreement or not. To which wee answerc that wee conceive it is 
the Companies desire to receive the half of custom's which is their 
due. and it is that which would content them ; but if you cannot 
receive all their due, you arc to gett of the King what you cann for 
the arrears, as well as what is their due for the time to come, without 
making any newr agreement with the King. For the President 
never understood (all the time hee sate as one of the Committee) 
that you should make any new agreement w’ith the King, but 
endeavour to recover what you can upon the old ; for if they will 
not make the former contract good, that was graunted upon so 
good a foundation, wee cannot expect but they w'ill soonc under 
valew what agreement you can make with them. Doc thcrforc 
desire you will not alter the former, but proceed upon that, 
and what phlrmaunds have been since graunted. And that 
you may sec wee desire to further wrhat wee can, w>ee have sent 
you all that Mr, Andrews thought was fitt to present unto the 
King and nobles, except scarlet, with which (being the Company 
sent out none fine enough) l^ee tells us that you may better 
fitt your sclfc there. Wee desire you w'ill be very serious in the 
business. 

Just after this letter was sealed, the Wetct^ie appeared from 
Persia.: and in answer to two communications which she brought, 
the President and Council wTotc another letter, also dated 10 March. 
They noted that, ow'lng to the little demand for their goods, the 
Gombroon factors had been unable to make any returns by the 
]VeUome, though they hoped to do so by the follow'ing ship. 
A request was made for a supply of Shiraz wdne, rosewater, and 
fruit, for use at Surat; and various other topics w'ere touched upon, 
including the fact that the death of Jaichand, the Gombroon 
broker, had put an end to the dispute with the Persian authorities 
as to the right of the latter to imprison a servant of the English. 
With regard to the translation of the Company's letter, the President 
and Council said: 

Wee have, to satisfic you, got Mr. Thomson, our minister, to 
translate the Companies letter into Latine, and by means of 
a French padre have procured another in Persian; but wee fcarc 
that letter is not so well done as It may be done by your ownc 
linguist and padres means that live in Spahaun. Doe thcrforc 
desire you w'ill there receive better satisfaction concerning it then 
the short time wee had to send it to you would ad mitt of. 
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Garvi'ay, however, was not destined to visit Ispahan and present 
the letter to the king. A letter from Buckeridge and Morton at 
Gombroon to Madras on 2 April announced that the Agent had 
died on 23 ilarch, adding: ' Wee arc very sensible of our un- 
happynes at his losse.* Buckeridge assumed the vacant post, 
pending further instructions.* 

The same letter mentions the arrival of the Mayfi<t;ffer on 
8 March and of the Antie two days later, both from ^ladras. The 
resulting burden on an already overloaded market was a great 
trouble to the factors, w'ho wrote that 

The merchants of this place are so terrifyed with a powerfull 
and troublesome Shawbunder that they dare not as yett adventure 
to buy. So that from hence wee fearc the An7ie will not carry away 
any part of her returncs for the Companies aceompt. Yett wee 
hope by the Mayfi^rtter, who is shortlie intended hence for your 
port, to send you returncs of both their cargazons. 


This letter was carried by the Anne, which sailed on 4 April. 
She called at Surat, where the President and Council endeavoured 
to persuade her commander to take her to Bantam ; but Captain 
Knox would not hear of any change of plan, and resumed his 
voyage to Fort St. George. On 7 May the Gombroon factors 
dispatched the Mayflower, and in her a further letter to Madras, 
in which they dwelt on the dilhcultics they were experiencing in 
disposing of the goods brought by the two vessds. 

Sugar proves such a drugg that the Atins is aO unsold, being 
Pat tana sugar, which is much disliked here. All the cloth shoe 
brought is unsold, and will not ycild the prizes cost; wee fear it 
is overrated. And good part of the Mayflowers cargo ia yett unsold j 
^ cannot now ret u me you above 30,000 abisscs. . . , 
Wee have further trespassed on your patience in keeping the May- 
jumer we long • which wee could not avoyd, for the King of Persia 
comanded her stay to transport his cniba^adotif.® Yett he out 
of superstitionp is gone upon the Nabobs juncke * and his second 
now takes his passage on the And wee are forced to 


^ BucSmidgc WM tilt fourih Km of TbrnmA ButktHdi^ and iwcIkw oJ >hn OucktridSee. 
ijf R^«ter aad of Ety mmhun Befry'a 

btra m the East Einct 1444. 

^ coin* to the cirart, and WB to be landed »t Dhhbol or 

^rcB^H (Surat to Apnl, tCsj). Among the Buckeridge BSS. in the 

(described Inter) u a ^,d of a coBtultarinn held On 39 Hnrcb, at which it ms decided to 

acrw la iIk aiiiLb&Msid^T ^135 m liw Mayfimer, ^ovidcd he HtiiildiiTiibdLfk by ft April. 
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carry the Kings horses, goods, and serv^ants freight frec^ by the 
Dutch their contrivance, who proSeted of them selves sop to doCp 
after they were laden on our shJpp^ But wee hope their nflAlice 
therin will be noe prejudice to the Company ; for wee have taken 
the embassadours certificate how much the freight imported ; ^ 
which wee intend to present to the King, and lessen what formerly 
intended him ; yett question not his kind acceptance thefof, as 
well as if presented in other speties. 

By the [rffiriSfyir, the dispatch of which to Gombroon and Basra 
has been already mentioned (p, 198). the President and Council 
sent a letter to the factors at the former place, dated April, 
1659. In this they again urged the remittance of any money 
availabkp as in Surat they were quite unable to procure a loan. 
They added : 

Wee are informed that there is a place called Carmon, 15 dayes 
journey from Gombroone, where there is a sort of w^oole or hairc, 
w^hich in the Persian language b called [WitnA], that may be of vei^ 
good and great use in England. Doe therfore desire that you will 
send an English man thither, for to provide for the Companies 
accompt about 2 or 300 maunds Surat, to be ready in Gombroono 
against the Wdeom^s retournc from Bussora, that wee may send 
it home upon the next years shipps to our masters for a tiy^aJI. 

The reference here is to the wrool or goat's hair from which shawls 
and carpets are still w'oven at Karmln, in Eastern Persia, In 
a later letter to Gombroon (30 Sept., 1659), President Andrew^s and 
hb colleagues recurred to the subject: 

Woe hope to heare of some settlement and progress you have 
made in buying woolc (according to the muster sent) in Carmon; 
for we are informed of its worth in Europe, and that 'twill be w^orth 
your care to procure lOQ loads yearly, provided it be fine hairs, 
not the long ones. 

The wool was bought and forwarded to Surat, as appears from 
a letter of 13 February, 1660, in which the President and Council say: 

The Carmaunc wooll w^ec have received, and expect in September 
next 100 loads more ; a.nd not the quantitye that w^ould have made 
upp this yeare 100, taken to perticular mens accompts. 

Thus commencod what was to prove a lucrative branch of the 
Company's trade with Persia. 

In a letter sent to the Company by the on 12 April, 

^ hn-rlicybrs will be fnicntl in val. i oi Fsiicry Emrdit Fffiia, 

JJjS Q 
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1659^ the President and Council mentioned that they had dispatched 
to Gombroon the presents intended for the king. They feared chat 

The journey will proove very chargeable unto you ; and unless 
you thinkc of some other way with shipping to recover your right 
of custome^ you will recover little or no benehtt by it ; for [by] 
the three years accompts there made up by .Mr. Matthew Andrews, 
and sent yon home the last yearCj wee find that the charges have 
come to above 150L more then all your income of tustome, besides 
your servants wages w^hich lived there; whereas* could wee com¬ 
pass Muscat,* your right w'onJd be recovered upon farr easier termes* 
Wee have sent for Your Worshipps accompt to your Agent etc. 
in Gombroone goods to the amount of 151,669 m[ahmudi]s, and 
desired them to make sale of them at the port and send us rctourns 
this season; but a$ yet have received none, the market (as they 
write) prooved so bad. By the Anne (which wee dayly expect) 
wee hope better from them; otherwise they ’will disapoint our 
intentions in Your Worshipps service very much. 

That Buckerldge actually went up to Ispahan we know from 
references in the Surat letters, but of his proceedings there vre have 
no detailed information^ Writing to the Company on 30 Septenr»bcr, 
1659* the President and Council said : 

The violet and rose collour cloth^ and cloth rashes of the same 
collour* that you have sent out, %vill not vend for any mony here; 
and in Persia all sorts of cloth are so pientifull that they have enough 
for these ton ycares, besides what comes yearly by the way of 
Smirna, that last yeare it was sold in Spahaun for 7 abasses 
a Persian covid^ (longer then ours one inch)^ ^ . Concerning what 
acted in Persia, wee hope Mr, Nicholas Buckerridg \vjJl not be 
wanting in advices; as wee shall not in assisting when wee heare 
how hee hath sped at court; fearing his little experience of the 
place may not answ^ere your expectation * 

By the same conveyance (the Andrews and his colleagues 

addressed a letter to the Gombroon factors, in which they first 
explained why they did not address Buckeridge as Agent! 

Tis their [Le, the Company's] order that none doe act in higher 
place of trust, or receive the wages or title belonging unto that 

5 lace, before they have signed bonds accordingly; and because 
Ir. Buckeridge, in the generall letter dated the 7 Aprill [npl 
advised that on the Wdkeme he will leave the place^ we have 
forbore title and sending of bond and indenture; which* if his 
resolution hold not, we shall send both unto hint, as confirmacion 

1 To tlui piDjwl i* tande On a lain ^ Cubit df (PoFt, 
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also. . . . Tis noe newea with U5 to heare of the trouble you have 
had with the Sh^wbunder of Gurnbroone, when we heare his name ; 
hopeing that, though the beginning was soe bad. the conclution 
will be better; though we know tw'ill be to noe purpose to dispute, 
nor (till we have heard from you how you have sped at court) 
write much on the subject. Only woe wish that you have not carried 
any of the Companies goods to Spahawne (except the broad¬ 
cloth), that wee may the better follow our masters orders. . . * Wee 
are sufficientJy senciblo that, in the condition weo are in now and 
tearmc upon which we reside in Persia^ we cannot avoid such 
inconveniences as the transport of their embassadors ; but you 
must be sure to make them sencible of it, as demaund freight, , , , 
Wee have sent John Norwood an indenture to signe ; desiring you 
to advise the Honourable Company overland^ as hee his freinds^ 
that they may give in their security, and have hi$ sallery by them 
settled; the HonourabJe Companies orders to us being to confirme 
none but those that succeed in employment. Wee both approve 
of your taking up the money sent on the at intercstp and you 
may practice it (if there be necessity for it) hereafter. But, without 
our orderp venture noe money on jouncks. You may on any 
English shipping^ though not the Companies owne ; because for 
w'hat they carry^ from or to any port, of the Honourable Com* 
panics in the time of their demorage, pay^s no freight ; though 
Mr. Bushch tooke freight unjustly for the passage of Mr. Garway 
etc. to Persia, But wee shal] prevent it (as *tis reason) for the 
future. Wee received the four horses sent ‘ but desire you to send 
better or none, they being not worth the trouble. Two good ones 
we want; them (as bad as they were) being by a greate Nabobs 
here at the same time, forest out of our hands, , , , Wo take notice 
of the merchants dealing with that proud humorous Shawbunder; 
and the same way our masters must take with the Persian, or elce 
their gaine will not quitt their expence* . * * You give us a sufficient 
reason why you could not gett noe money of the Shawbundcr, but 
we hope you gain'd some before you left Bunder; for we know 
'tis but to small purpose, and very uncertainc addition, to hope 
for more in SpahawnCp besides the certaine charge and trouble. 
. , p Though you cannot keepe an exact accompt of customeSp we 
know very well (nor none before you ever did); yet you doo well 
to keepe a punctuall accompt of what you clear, the halfe of which 
Tve are sure will amount to more then they will pay; and if noo 
accompt IS keptp we can have noe pretence ; for suddenly we shall 
call them to such an one as they will not like. . - . 

The proposal (hinted at in the concluding sentence) to use force 
to secure payment of the Company's claims is more fully developed 
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in the President and Cnunci 1*5 letter to their employers, dated 
10 Jantiaty, 1660, quoted on p- 213. This show^ that Andrews 
had convinced himseH and his colleagues that the only way to 
obtain payment from the Persians was to blockade Gombroon, 
He had yet, however, to convince the home authorities, who, 
judging from a letter of 22 August, 1659, sent overland to the 
Gombroon factors, were still hopeful of gaining their ends by 
peaceable methods. 

If the person deputed to be Shawbander in Gombroonc bee 
a madd-capp humorist {as you termc him), wee hope you will soe 
demeanc your selves as not to give him any just cause of offence, 
but soc to observe his temper as thereby to w^orke upon him for 
our adv antage. 

The expenditure on presents for the Court the Committees cen* 
Bured as " very extravagant 

And this to be presented before wee have any assurance that 
wee shall have our just dues of the customes, or inlargment of any 
priviledges in Persia. Wee shall be glad to heare that it hath 
produced that effect for w'hich it w*as intended. However^ wtt 
cannot approve of the expending and presenting such a large 
somme, only upon hopes and expectation. 

The CommitteeSp like the President and Council {p. 222)^ expressed 
surprise that the factors should feel any doubt as to the exact 
meaning of the instructions given to them regarding the demand 
they were to make for the Company’s share of the customs. 

Our commissicin gave you order to demaund the full moyetie, 
but not to refuse such parte as they would tender unto you. Wee 
hope you have better considered of this particulcr, and that 
you have not neglected to receive part, because you couid not 
atteyne all or soe much thereof as you might make demaund off ; 
for truly, if you have soc done, you have very much prejudiced us, 
and absolutely broken our commission. 

To Garway himself (of whose death they were yet ignorant} the 
Committees wrote by the same conveyance a letter which shows 
that the possibility of having in the end to use force was not 
entirely absent from their minds'. 

Wee have for many yearcs been abused by the Persians, by their 
depriving and defrauding us of that our just and undeniable right 
of a full moyetie of the customes at Gombroonc, and wee cannot yet 
assure our selves how they intend to deale with us therein, though 
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ouf hopes &re that by your applycatiofis and addresses to the King, 
declare! ng our former suScrings and expectation of redresse for 
the future, that he will be pleased to command its performance. 
But if this should faile and not find its desired issue, wee must 
then consider how and in what manner to right our selves with 
most securitie and advantage; to which purpose wee desire you 
(the case being thus stated) to advise and give us your opinion which 
may probably be the best way to bring about our end m this 
partirulcfj either by sending a considerable strength to force them 
thereunto, or in making some proposalls unto them for a certainc 
Some to be given us in liew of our whole right to the said moyeiic 
of customes, or some valloablc allowance yearclic to be duely paid 
us, besides the customes of all our owne goodcs to be free m that 
port, or what other way you conceive may be most honourable ai^ 
proffitablc unto us; which your advise when wee shall have received, 
W0e shsdl verie s&riously consider thereof, ^ i iricitter which much 
concemes us. and suddainclie proccede to some resolution thereon. 

At the same time the Committees answered a complaint by 
Garway that when proceeding to Gombroon he was refused by 
the President a reduction in the freight of some sugar and tin he 
was taking with him, Wyche 

Allcadging that the Companies servants ought not to trade at 
all* whereupon it is your desire that wee would sigmfie both to 
him and your selfe how w'ec understand this matter, and whether 
at any time you may have case from the severitie of that fraight 
which strangers pay. To which wee reply that to graunt unto 
you a libertie to take fraight upon our shipping from port to port 
will ^bsolutcliy imploy [Le. iroply] our coiintift^nccingj or Ica&t 
wise conniving private; tradcp though exercised in such com¬ 
modities ^ are not prohibited in your indenture^j, and may imon 
that accompt be expected by others as well as by your sg]fe. You 
further advise us that, if you might yearclic have some little 
proportion of tonnadge (paying freight for it) in. ouf ships home¬ 
ward, that you shall bo able to find out severall commodities which 
may hereafter be of good concernment unto us* To this particulcr 
at present wee must retourne an absolute deniall; though per* 
udventure hereafter, when by your industric and ingenuitiewee shall 
be made $encible that you have done us some eminent scrvicci wee 
may beo induced to take your desire into our consideration and 
accommodate you in reason. In the meane timo wee desire that you 
would send u$ some small quantities of those commodities which 
you mention for our owne accompt, that wee may make try all of 
them in our marketts here, and thereby be able to advise you how 
to proceede. 
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At whafc date this packet reached Gombroon we are not informed i 
but it was probably not until the early part of 1660, for w^e know 
that the Surat letters included therein were not received by the 
President and Council untiJ 17 April, 16&0. 

Meanwhile the Jafter were w^aking for a reply to a proposal 
which had been laid by them before the home authorities in 
April, t 659 ' Though we have no evidence on the point, there 
can be little doubt that Andrews was the originator of the scheme^ 
which aimed at an English settlement in Muskat, on the southern 
shore of the Gulf of Oman. This stronghold had been taken from 
the Portuguese by the Sultan of in January^ 1650; but 

its advantageous position made it an object of desire both to the 
Persians (see p. 128) and £0 the Dutch, while the Portuguese had 
by no means relinquished the hope of recapturing it* In these 
circumstances the Arabs, conscious of the difficulty of defending 
the town against attacks from any of these quarters, w'ere not 
indisposed to enlist the ^id of the English, Immediately after they 
had gained possession, they made overtures for commercial inter¬ 
course {English Ea^l&neSf 1650-4^ ~ and these^ it w^ould 

appear, had recently been renew^ed, possibly whilst Andrew's w'as 
still at Gombroon. That impetuous individual seems to have 
taken up the project with enthusiasm^ and on his return to Surat 
to have induced the more cautious Wyehe to send to Muskat 
Colonel Rainsford, who was doubtless chosen with the idea that his 
military know'ledge would enable him to make a useful report 
on the fortifications existing there^ His mission w'as announced to 
the Company in a Surat letter of 12 April, 1659, in this, after 
explaining (in a passage already quoted on p* 199) the difficulty 
of acquiring any of the Portuguese strongholds in India, the 
President and Council go on to say that they 

Have therfore made a tryall to treat with the Arrabs about 
Muscat, upon the encour^cment wee have received from severall 
English who have been kindly treated and much desired that wee 
would settle a factory there ; which hath invited us to entertaine, 
and send upon a jounk, Colonell Henry Rainsford (whome wee 
found vepr wilting to be imployed in j^nur scn-ict) with our letter 
to the King, to treat with him about it. Copie of the comniission 
wee gave him wee send you herewith ; and if it pleases 

God to make him so happy as to compass the commaund of the 
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castle upon any reasonable tearmes, wee ore confident there is 
no place upon those northernc seas that can ptovo so prontab e 
for you as that will; for it will not only be a means for to game 
your right of the customes due to you in Persia, but commaund 
ail princes hereabouts to carry a fairc correspondence with 
your people: othensise you may right your selves upon their 
joudks, as they enter the Gulfc of Persia. Wee pray the Lord to 
give a blessing to our endeavours thcrin, and hope, il it should not 
prove so succesfull as wee desire, you will not thinke amiss of our 
good intents thcrin, being a place wee apprehend would 
severall respects of very great concernment unto you, v^e have 
appointed the Weicoma to touch ther in her passage to Bussora, 
and desired in our letters to Colonel I Rainsford that hee would 
advise vou of his proceedings therin • upon which wee hope you 
will find encouragement to supply the place with all things fCMfub 
for prescr\*ing it, or else our hopes are at an end, which wee should 
bee heartily sorry for. 

The tone of this passage sho'^’S that the writers were apprehensive 
lest their action should be disapproved by the Company; and 
such was indeed the case, as will be seen later. In point of fact, 
the project had little to recommend it, Muskat is extremely hot 
and unhealthy ; its occupation would require a garrison of soldiers, 
which would be both expensive and difficult to maintain; and 
the local trade was of no great value. 

However, the scheme fell through of itscH, before the Company 
could interpose its veto. On 6 June, 1659, a letter from Surat to 
Riybag mentioned that: 

Coloncll Rainsford died in Muscat the third of May last, when hee 
had brought the business hec went about into a very good posture. 

And the letter to the Company of 30 September following added 
some details: 

In March [as wo formerly advised Your Honours) w^ sent unto 
Muskatt Colloncl Rainsford upon a jounk ^ to treate with the King 
of that place for a settlement. Upon the same jounke was laded 
on freight 63 bales of Scinda goods for Persia ; which she carried 
thither and, findcing a good as speedy sale, on her was returned 
the proceed in lo daies stay there. Ctdling at Muskatt for the 
Cotbnel and his servants at rcturne, which were left there going, 
encountered with the Collonells death. The young man that 
accompanied him, Markc Bossley, brought us his papers, that 
^ Ei iikutb' the E5^r(«e p- 
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acquainted us with bJs proceedings and agreement with the King, 
drawne up ready to confirmc by each signing the contracts : that 
a castle should be deliverd unto the English, in which should 
remainc noe more then 100 souldiers at present, and parte of the 
towne for other English to live in: the customes to be shared, 
augmented as the English please, This was the effect of what 
then treated on,* After the ColJonels death the King writt unto the 
Prcsiduiit, Shawbutid^r of the inviting to ajiothcr 

treaty^ \yhich this monsoon (God willing) we shaJl endeavour the 
prosecuting jt^ if not hindered by the Dutch warr or want of 
persons to send that ■will be wise and earcfull in managment, as 
others to take possession» Over land^ we suppose^ you have ho^rd 
somthing of this^ and therfore hope of a sudden advice how to 
proceed, as Your Honours approbation and encouragment by 
sending souldiers and persons to man It 

In another part of the same letter it was stated that the Vifi€ 
had been directed to call at Muskat on her way back from Poi^ia 
to keepe ourselves m the King^s me mo rye till wo can doe more^ 
as ’wc shall in few daics \ A letter to the Gombroon factors of the 
same date says that the President and Council were anxious ' to goe 
through with the hopcfuJl beginning we have made at Muskatt. - . , 
We had now sent to take possession^ according to agreement, but 

that we want both one to mannage the affaire, as men to reside 
on the place ^ 

To remedy, if possible, the latter defect, the President and Council 
wrote on 7 September to Madras 

If you have any comanders or souldiers that can be spared, 
or others that will be employed in the Companies service to reside in 
Muskatt, we shall give them entertainment [ the King of that place 
having, at the end of last monjoonCj, allrcady graunted us a castle, 
as by his letter appears, and would have concluded for more privi- 
Icidges^ had not the death of Collonel Rainsford hindered the 
sealing of agreement; which this yearc, if po$sible, we shall hnish. 

The invitation was accepted by Roger Middleton, the commander 
of the Madras garrison, who repaired to Surat accordingly* 

The intelligence brought by the cm her return to Surat 


1 L vot xxiil. na. 6^9>HLyi iMt RjiimJflrd loEd 

the Im^ that the Enpluh mEend«a (o inmifw their tfadu frotn Gonibrooa to Muifcat and 
twenly-two V««li friim Znuland Id av^^e the Qjfrcmts Unm 

pwpM«l 10 htiild Jort on the extern angle p 1 
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(26 Dec., 1659) WAS very disappointing. In a letter to the Company, 
dated 10 January, 1660, the President and Council said : 

On bet wee sent our cheife house servant (that accompanyed 
Collondl Rainsford the last ycare) that in the rcturne from 

Persia she might tout eh at Muskatt to finish the last yearea begun n 
treatye ; having enordered to procure men from the [Coromandel] 
Coast, and all places in India, to furnish the promised fort. But 
in stead of a performance, the King of the place denyed his promise 
though his letter wee have will testifye his falshood. No per* 
swasion that could be used by our said servant could so much as 
procure another Jotter, Only the Shawbunder of the port sent 
a slight one, that wee might trade as merchants and settle a factory, 
but no possession of fort. In this affaire wee shall waite your 
further order, and only more advise that wee were soe confident 
of this bcnificiall place, it being the Kings first seeking and not 
ours, that not only some moneys were espended in treaty with 
him, but timber wee had bought to build two or three small vessells 
of 70 or 80 tonns, to carrye 10 gunns each, that might keep the port 
and not only force the Persian to pay his due part of customes but 
also take custome of all jounckes at the mouth of the Gulph (the 
port lying soe) as the Portugall did. And it is no hard thinge, 
please you to command it and send out meanes to make him keeps 
his word and performe his promise. Wee shall wayte your commands 
concerning it, and in the meane tyme, that wee may eNccute what 
you order, keepe a faire correspondencie. 

The subject is also alluded to in a letter to Gombroon, dated 
15 February, 1660: 

Our faire promises and proffers of a fort at Muscatt arc denyed 
by the Kingc. Wee shall waite an opportunityc per force to eompdl 
him to the same, wee having his writing to confirme his promises. 

Eight months after came the Company's emphatic condemnation 
of the project (as quoted later), and with this the scheme of an 
English settlement in Muskat vanished. 

THE DECCAN F.\CTORIES, 1659 

interesting feature of this year’s chronicle is the vigorous 
attempt which was made to develop English commerce in the 
dominions of the King of BijSpur. On this topic wc have unusually , 
full information, for not only docs the India Office possess the 
RajSpur register of letters sent from October, 1659, to November, 
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i660p but it haa also the corresponding series for Sumt covering 
that period and more. We have thus detailed accounts of the 
factors* opetationsp and leam moreover the views of both sides in 
what became an embittered controversy. Unfortunately the writers 
were so absorbed in one or other of these topics that they say little 
on other matters concerning which wc shoidd have been glad of 
information. 

For a long tsme the Portuguese^ who, besides their block of 
territory round Goa, possessed Basscin, Bombayp and Chaul, 
were the only Europeans having relations with the Bljapur king¬ 
dom; and these relations were generally hostile, for the Adil 
Shahs w'ere never reconciled to the occupation by a foreign power 
of important points on their $ea-coast. It was chiefly owning to 
hopes of their assistance against the Portuguese that the Dutch 
(about 163&) obtained permission to settle a factory at Vcngurla, 
some thirty-five miles north of Goa, The English had made attempts 
at various times to open up trade with Dabhol, the principal port 
of the Northern Konkan ; and in 162S Captain HalPs fleet visited 
Jaitapur, the port of Rajapur, further to the south. Little^ how- 
ever, could be done in the face of Portuguese hostilityp and it was 
not until the conclusion of the Convention of Goa in 1635 that 
English commerce had a chance of getting into real touch with 
the dominions of the Adil Shahs. We then hear of the Eitst India 
Company's servants visiting DabhoJ, Ra3apur, Raybag, and even 
Bljapur itself; w'hilc Courtcen's Association founded factories at 
Rajapur and Klrwir. These did not last long; but nevertheless 
English ships continued to call regularly on the coast, particularly 
at Jait^pur, to obtain saltpetre and pepper. During the period 
of open trade, the increasing demand in England for both these 
commoditieSp and the obstructions placed by the Dutch in the 
way of obtaining pepper from Bantam or Achin, led private traders 
to pay particular attention to the ports above named; and this 
was doubtless the reason why the Committees of the New General 
Stock, when drawing up their schetne of factories (p. I47)p included 
one for the * Decan * and appointed as its Chief Henry Revington, 
wliOp wc have seenp w^as Wyche's predecessor at Surat, 

The outlook was scarcely propitious^ for Bijapur w'as at this 
time in a very unsettled state. Muhammad Adi! Shah had died 
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in November, 1656, and hia widow, while keeping the reins of power 
in her own hands, had aet up as king, under the title d£ AM Adil 
Shah ( 11 ), a youth of eighteen, concerning whose paternity there 
was considerable doubt | and this action, besides being made the 
pretest for Aurangsteb's invasion (p. 73) on the score that the 
new king was illegitimate and that the Mogul Emperor’s confirma¬ 
tion had not been sought, produced much dissatisfaction among the 
nobles, many of whom broke loose from the control of the Queen 
Regent, Shahji Bhonsla made himself practically independent 
in. his new possessions (p. 3) i while his son Sivaji openly defied 
his nominal sovereign by attacking janjira (Danda Rajpuri).^ 
The only bright feature in the outlook for the Bijapur court was the 
fact that, owing to the struggle for the throne of Delhi, the menace 
of Mughal aggression was for a time withdrawn. 

Revington proceeded to his post in the Society, which left 
Swally on 16 March and reached Rijapur about a week later.* 
Among the instructions given, to him by the President and Council 
(7 March), it was laid down that Randolph Taylor was to be Second 
at Rajapur, Row'land Gam'ay Third, and Robert Ferrand Fourth \ 
while Richard Napier, Richard Taylor, and Philip GifTard were to 
’ succeed in place Revington was young and energetic—he says 
himself that to him ' idlencsse is a disease '—and he was evidently 
ambitious of distinguishing himself by developing the branch which 
had been committed to his charge. A factory had already been 
settled at Rajapur for the Company by the factors who had gone 

* Tile ODDSwjILcnt c4cnpiiign. p.gaiiiat tum, Lnd hif niurdef of Lht BliiVi^ur tomiraanifcr^ 
AfffI Khao {Oct. 165^}, referred to on a bter 

* On quitting Sunii^ Revibfton entrusted inien^U io cert»sn privuie trade ojteralifflis 
to Loiubton and Gray, leaving with them a letter {ii Mnrch) which Exminini two >i(usa$» 
of iptewi interesl. En thu first he tttm Xq ' tnonies ^ven upoii ftt'Oggon thff 

unto the Uyr^chu whu Arc now in Suratt Here we have a further eTUMuple of 
u itniiilje term discussed od p. aji of En^Hsk • while ' lJ>'f4ches ^ may 

mwm FarOdutj, or cbth meniwits, whidi, m Mr. E. A. A. Jwph. to 

me, ni*y be the proper tendcriniit of' prmjxhaca 4fc p. 19s of vd. i of th^ wse series. The 
sei:ond |iM»ge deak »riih * BOtne dbHsral I lophnes ^ artlizlc fi^uliubte for piesentotion] 

with 0 target t of bruw [^ildcd^ bebn^n^t unto Mounsieur Taverner' ; thw were to be 
dii(7Qeed of iiuder the direction of the French p^dru. Freiuittnbly Tavernier had left thenn 
in Rfiviftgtoo'i dmitEe i^'hen quitdng^ Surat at the end of 1653. That enteqjttMiig irainciit 
hy the way, returned to Surat tn Why, l&5gH imd remained in [ndia until the aumuKr ol 
iMi- He then Left Samt for Pereift in a Dutch vewel, which reoehed Cornbroon on 5 July* 
N.S.{Me Baffma* iWt. p. 44jh 
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thitlicT in advance of Revington (see pp. 1 $^, 166); but ho hinnseli 
pushed inland to Rayb^ [now in Kolhapur State), and there fixed 
his head-quarters A As he explained to the Company (19 Nov,p 
1659)p this place 

respects Goa and Vingola and Rajapcrc all alike, they lying 
trianguler; and its but three or four dayes joumy from Raybagg 
to either of theis port towneSp which btiyes nothing but w'hat they 
send up to Raybagg, the greatest market in Dec an. 

There Revington got into touch w^ith Rustam Zamartp to whose 
charge that part of the kingdom, including Rajapur, had been 
cummittedp and from whom he obtained a grant of privileges and 
a promise to provide an ample supply of saltpetre (Surat to 
Raybag, 6 June, 1659)- Revington then projected a journey to 
Bijapur itself, for the purpose of getting these privDcges confirmed 
by the Queen ; but this was vetoed from Surat, on the ground of 
expense. Another suggestion of his—that the popper gathered 
inland should be shipped from K5.n.var instead of from Rajapur— 
was more favourably received, and he was encouraged to negotiate 
for the settlement of a factory at the former port (Surat to Raybag, 

7 July, 1659)- 

Unfortunately a bitter quarrel developed between Revington 
and his superiors at Surat, While Wyche lived, all was wd!; 
but when he died and AndrewSp Revington^s former subordinate, 
stepped into the vacant chair and filled up his Council at Surat 
without taking any notice of Revington, the latter felt himseif 
aggrieved,* The letter from Surat of j July already mentioned 
widened the breach, for w^hlk it promised to report to the Company 
Revington^a sEcalous endeavours, it disallowed a claim of his for 
brokerage and criticised his former management of affairs at 
SuraL This crossed by a letter from RiybSgT which seems to 

* As rcf^rda ihc Pt^atknt snci C^iuncil, replyl^ to a 7 

mole On 6 June: * Wte nmke no donbl but <hat you will me yourdiicretlofl in taJemg (»rt 
Jor |[i3*d Kcomocbtion of o hnwui bflth at Kojapore and ^ hidl wee fhaJI Icsi¥t 

your selle^ofily desire you that it may bee done in those two piattx {and in aJIoibtr U»t ycpis 
have occation 10 rcijdc b) «iit> u much good huibandry Aft pouibTc^ that our cifcnces in 
ihc mlaiKy or ihia Sioekes ftetlioy it'iay iwt mafee too much udih in Eii(£lani;l. Wee know 
you raiioiiAJI t Uicrlore^ both in thlf Atwl other ex|iences« yttu wiU make it •(tpeme,* 

^ Revfn^On regarded hunficlf a* ililj a member of l1» Coutkcilp Ukhi^ ' Uvelnfi in a port 
factory* (lee f. 105 oi itawliiuon C ^95 in ihe Bodleian ?. Also FaHaty 
vol. L pp, 44, I hul it ift dilhciilt to s« any ^tiBcnlion for the cblm^ 
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have reiterated the necessity of Rcvingtoii’s going to Bijapur and 
to have protested against the recent changes in the CounciL In 
reply (25 July) Andrews and his colleagues characterized the tone 
of this communication as uncivil aud disrespectful, and reminded 
the factors that they were absolutely under the control of the 
Council Thus commenced a wordy warfare, in the course of 
wh ich many hard hi ts w’crc exchange d. And rows had the advan tage 
of being able to take an imperious tone, though it must be admitted 
that he repeatedly exhorted his opponent to adopt a more friendly 
attitude. Rovington made great play with a blunder by which 
Surat ordered gum*lac in mistake for sceddae; hinted that the 
dispatch of a ship to Cochin had been prompted more by Andrews’s 
private interests than by any need of the Company’s ; and found 
fault generally with the President's administration of affairs. 
Revington was in turn charged with opening letters received for 
transmission to Surat, aud was tartly forbidden to repeat the offence 
‘ unless ‘tis soe accustomary you cannot avoid it'; and he was 
further blamed for writing to the Coromandel Coast and other 
factories, with whose affairs (he was told) he had no right to 
meddle. A sugge^ttun from Revington that a ship should be 
sent home direct from RajSpur was similarly regarded at Surat as 
an attempt to exceed his proper limits. 

At last the Surat Council began to lose patience, and at a con¬ 
sultation held on 13 October, 1659 the question was 

debated whether Revington should not be summoned to Surat to 
answer for his recalcitrancy but it was finally resolved to defer 
this action and to try to bring the Deccan factore (for Revington's 
colleagues had steadily supported him) to a dutiful! and becoming 
complyancc’. However, the correspondence merely took on 
a sharper tone. A letter from Surat of 24 October, alter inquiring 
whether Revington and the other factors ‘ever knew a petty 
factory, whose conceited cheife is allowed but 5®^- annum 
salary, dare protest against a President aud Councell intimated 
that their behaviour would be reported to the Company. ' Our 
honourable masters, wee feare, will scorne the notice of it, and you 
to ; and therfore, because you so saucily acquaint us you will svritc 
home to the Honourable Company, spitt your muUice. But have 
a care of bursting; you have done enough to deserve it,’ Revington, 
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on the other hand (28 Oct), was sarcastic as to the absurdity 
of supplying him with silver for use in a country with a gold 
coinage. * The like action \va5 neaver done by any body before, 
and 1 am ashamed one should have noe more understandinge in 
him that takes the name of President soc confidently on hifn/ 
Andrews and his colleagues now determined to bring matters to 
a head. On 15 November they sent a secret packet, addressed 
to the captain of the C<?nsiafUiit&pl€ Merckani or the Society^ one 
or other of w'hich vessels would, they judged, be lying off Rajapur, 
containing (1) instructions that, when the ship was ready to sail, 
Revington was to be inveigled on board on some pretext, and then 
seized and brought to Surat; (2) a letter to the remaining factors, 
appointing Randolph Taylor to be Chief in Revington's place; 
(3) another to Revingtoa himself, commanding him to come to 
Surat, and, in the event of his refusing, dismissing him from his 
post {Fizci<>ry Records^ voL Ixxsiv* part iii. pp, 491-3)* The 

plot failed ; for though Captain Bushell of the Sociely duly invited 
Revington to an entertainment on board, yet, * the following day 
being the Sabbath \ the invitation was declined, Bushell, who had 
probably no liking for the task which had been thrust upon him, 
thereupon deliv'crcd the letters and departed* Revington was 
naturally furious when ho discovered the snare w^hich had been 
set for him, and wrote a strong complaint to the Company 
(12 DeCi), together w'ith a letter to Surat, declining to obey the 
summons until he could do so without injury to the Company's 
business. His colleagues at the same time sent a firm refusal to 
desert their chief, who, they said, had committed, so far as they 
were aware, no fault deserving of such punishment. A little later 
Dec,) Revington and the other factors drew up^ doubtless for 
transmission privately to England, a series of charges against 
Andrews. The Surat Council, on their part, included in their next 
letter to the Company {10 Jam, 1660), a strong indictment of 
Revington. 

Here we must leave for a time the story of this quarrel, and 
turn to the less exciting topic of trade. We find abundant evidence 
of the energetic endeavours of the factors to procure goods in the 
cheapest markets, namely, the districts in which they were produced* 
A letter of 4 October, 1659^ refers to a plan {foiled by the ^ refrac- 
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torincssc ’ of the Surat Council) of removing ‘ CoUopore * factory 
upp to Lickmiscr [l-akshmeshvar], Htibclly [Hubli] etc. places, 
for the cheaper provision of cloth, cotton yarnc, saltpeeter, etc.’ 

‘ You complainc they wrote to Surat (18 Oct.), 

Of our goinge to Hautiny [Hotni], because its a charge unto the 
Company, Wee answeare wee goe no where but it is to the Com¬ 
panies profitt, and no more charge then if wee sate stilJ in our 
owne house. Therefore please to knowc wee will sec our buisness 
done our selves, and goe whore our buisness lyes, and not trust to 
Bannyans * And in many of our journeys to Nemtovad, Arby,* 
Hautiney etc. wee have no pallanqueens, trumpeter, nor flj^g 
neythcr, many a tyme, nor more peons then w'hat mcere necessity 
requires. ... Mr, Tyrwhit and Bennidas can tell you what it is to 
travayle in this eountrey, where many a tyme wee have purchased 
a fuckcers [fakir's] habitation. If wee mcete with a pagod [temple] 
by the way, its a palace in comparison to the rest of the towne, 
but a dammed stinkingc one. However, all this w'ee have under- 
goiic to doe our masters ser^^ice* 

In a further letter (to the Company, 19 Nov,), speaking of another 
factor’s purchases of saltpetre at * Gudduck' [Gadag], of calicoes 
at ‘ Lickmaseer ’ and ‘ Muddull' [Mudhol], and of pepper at 
Hubli, they say that at the last-named place he ‘ lay att stake 
ther, eating nothing but rice amoung Banians and drinking water 
that is pot very hcalthfullAnd besides the ordinary difEcultics 
of travel, there were others due to the misgovernment of the 
country. 

It seems strange to us that there should be four govemours in 
one towne, and more strange that one should contradict the other; 
but it is there as it is here—no government, but every one doth 
what is good in his owne eyes, and might takes place of right. For 
its not long since (when wee kept but four or five peons) wee were 
affronted in the bcaar by the Govemoura and another merchant in 
towne souldyers, which overpowering us wee were forced to 
submitt ^ but now having 25horssmcn sent us from our good friend 
Rustan Jemah,* wee will make the Governour and the other 
merchant, Deraosa by name, with all the rest, come and give us 

' Kothlpur. In » letter cf 31, October it i* ilate 4 tlut pri^ute Eagliih ntrehantt Ind 
traded IIucte frtKn 1655 onmrda. 

* HlndLl scents. 

• A wpiyist'* error for * A&byip^hieh is Frequently iMfitiimed in other letters, b'eltlier 

I hat plan nor * Xeinlovad' (whlA items to have been a centre foru1tp«tre)hAi be«n found 
i n the modern maps. ' Rustam Zamin. 
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antisfaction, or eke wcc will force it ; for if wee shonid putt upp this 
atiront at wet should have worss put uppon us oltcrwards. 
(Raybig to Kolhapur, 27 Oct., 1659) 

As a result of their esertionSp Ryvington and his associates were 
able to provide during the season no less than nine hundred tons 
of goodsp including pepper^ saltpetrCp coffeep calicoes, gum-lac, and 
cotton yarn^ This was stated in a letter to the Company of 
19 November, which gives some interesting information about the 
commerce of the BTjapur territories. The district round Hubli was 
declared to be the only suitable place on the whole of the Malabar 
Coast for procuring really good pepper at reasonable prices. 

For take all the coast along from Cape Comrecn till you come 
to Baticola [Bhatkal), and you shall meet with nothing but light 
husky pepper that hath little substance within and is not fitt lor 
Europe but Asia, and therefore Is carried to Mocho and Bussora 
and sold to the Turk and Arrab by measure and not weight. And 
when you come to Batticola^ ther you'lc finde a Raja^ whose 
estate lies in pepper, and hce commands a great part of the country" 
which produces large weighty pepper' unto whomc w'ce writt 
this ycare to buy some of him, but his price w^as 15 pagodas per 
gunny,* and under hee w'ould not sell, although hec hath 100,000 
pounds w'orth lying by him j for his lathers fathers sold so lor 
many generations, and why (salth hee) should hec sell for lessc. 
So that till you come up so high to the northward as the Queene of 
Decanns governers, you can buy no pepper but of the Rajaes, and 
they will hold up the price, being petty kings of the country, 
tributary to the Queene of Decann, and the onely merchants 
that deales in pepper. So that till you come to Ancola and Carwarr 
you can buy noe pepper of a merchant* And yet it is not Ancola 
or Carwarr that yealds it, nor in Ancola or Carwarr that you can 
buy it; but it is Raybagg, Hubclly, Asby^ Hautiny, Lickmascer, 
Cuddra [Kadra), and twenty several I other places that lyes a day, 
two or thrccj off of one another ; which Raybagg lies very con- 
venient for, had wee ready money to send to theis places, as thcis 
mcrchant[3] doth. 

Of seed-lac no great quantity could be obtained unless bespoken, 
and then the price would be at least 2s high as in Surat. 

The reason is because heere they dye no cloath read, as they doc 
att Surat i so that they can make no benifitt of the water in which 

* Tlie Rl]» oi nednilr. 

* niad. iLcvd MiikTi goni. A let Err hiym R&vblc Hubli of id Ckicbrr, 1659^ 

tbutp in r«pcrt df pepper at ullcvcnli* thtti tnDth a * oF 12 tnaunda * 

* orijniUI gun!%>'w of 9 nuunih \ 
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they steepe there gumlack, as they doe at Surat by selling it to 
dyers that dyes read seataes etc. But if wee did dye our selves 
heere, then wee might gainc very well in sending the commodyty 
to Mocho, Bussora, and Persia from hence, and have seed lack 
enough at easy rates. 

Calicoes, the factors averred, might be had in large quantities; 
but the weavers had been so accustomed to making short dimensions 
only, * in time of open trade ', that it would be difficult to induce 
them to provide the sizes demanded by the Company. The 
manufacture of longcloth might be introduced, if a few weavers 
could be procured from Masuiipatam—^an experiment they pro¬ 
posed to try. For cotton yam the best place was Kolhapur; 
but wee must have time to provide it, because thes country peaple 
twist it the wrong way; so that it must bee all untwisted againe, 
of else bespooke right hand twisted att first. 

Of saltpetre they had furnished 200 tons, bought at a lower 
price than formerly ; and they hoped next year to bring down the 
cost to 3^ rupees per maund ; * but then wee must have Some of 
the Quecncs costomes remitted uswhich might be obtained by 
going to BTjapur. As for coffee, a supply of which they had 
procured in obedience to orders from Surat, the proper course 
was to obtain it from Arabia. 

If England will vend a considerable quantity, its worth setling 
a factory att Bcctlcfucky,^ which lyes higher up then Mocho; and 
then you may sell your goods better that you send from Surat, 
and buy what quantitie of coho seed you please, which seles for good 
profit t in Bussora and Persia. 

As regards English goods, they declared that broadcloth, lead, 
vermOion, quicksilver, coral, and brimstone would sell in good 
quantities. As regards imported silver, the factors thought that 
ingots a'ould be more profitable than rials of eight, inasmuch 
as the Company had paid ‘ Mr. BackwcU' {the well-known London 
goldsmith} 42. xid. each for those sent out, while an equivalent 
weight of bar silver cost only 4s. 5d. Mexican dollars, though 
costing less in England, sold at Rajapur at the same rate as Seville. 
The gold ingot received had realized a better price than it would 
have done at Surat. Some 20s. pieces had been forwarded from 
that place, but it was declared that these were evidently not 
* B^t-al-Faldh, about thirty miles inlnnd frum llwleide. 

nj* a 
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consigned by the Company^ the in&inuatiofi being either that the 
Company's pieces had been changed at Surat for lighter coins, 
or else that coins had been substituted for bar gold. The sand 
gold from Guinea had not yet been disposed of. 

Finally the factor)^ proposed the erection of a fort at (presumably) 
Jaitapvtr. 

The next business is a fort for the security of our shipping in this 
port within the river, which is abJe to contain 50 saile [of] shipps, 
all] and lockt. The thing is feeaibJc, would Your Worshipps enorder 
it and send out those that are knowing in fortification, and then 
wee can procure the meanes, hecrc being stone enough and oyster 
shds etc* for lyme. 

In this roseate view of the possibilities of trade at Ri.j$pur the 
Surat President and Council did not concur. Writing to the 
Company on 10 January, 1660, they declared that the pepper and 
cardamoms procured there were * not the growth of the place, but 
brought from Ca^arr and Cannanore'; that saltpetre could bo 
obtained more cheaply from Agra or Sind ] that the calicoes of that 
neighbourhood were slight and ill-wrought, not to be compared 
with those of Nosari and Gandevi (near Surat), and that the vend 
of English goods was disappointing^ They concluded that 

It is but an unnecessary charge to maintaine so many factours 
to so small purpose* , . , For theise reasons wee conceive that 
a factorye at Carwarr for pepper and cardamons, as two or three 
persons, without so much expen ces as at Rajapore, wdll procure 
enough. , , , If wee fotbeare buying of saltpeeter there but one or 
t’wo yeares, wee shall bring downe the price very much. This 
yeare, therefor tv wtc shall provide none, but take of what is now 
ready boyled, for the next ycares lading* 

So little is known concerning the coinage of Bijapur ^ that the 
factors’ references to the subject arc of peculiar interest* The 
current coinage was mainly of gold and copper, the former consist¬ 
ing of the pagoda or hiln —a small coin of little more than one- 
third of an inch in diameter and equivalent in value to rather less 
than Bs. in English money. The only silver coins minted w^erc Idris^ 
made of silver wire, doubled somewhat like a hairpin, with inscrip¬ 
tions stamped on the prongs (see p. 134). Fryer (cd. 1698, p. 206), 

< See JLti flitifle by Uie l^v. Dr. Tny]or in ihA Jtfurifat of Jtiaik SA£tfty of 
K.S., %-qL vi, p. ; »!jo p, 137, 
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IQ speaking of the coins of Rajapur, says : ‘ the pagod is 3 and | 
rupees ; 48 jattals [jfiflfj] is t pagod; 10 and | larecs, r pagod ^; 
white under the coins of * Dutcait' he includes the ' Sungar pagod *, 
value 85, gi, ; the ‘ Tipkee " pagoda^ equal to four rupees {' but in 
vattaw [i.e. fruWa, or difference in exchange] differs from 100 
Sungar to 118 and X23 ") ; and the ' Asmeloh " pagoda, which was 
reckoned at i per cent less than the " SungareeThe factors 
write of * Sangarry *, * Joulky \ ' Asmolah \ and " Neshanny ' 
pagodas, the last-named being, they say, coined at BanHpur 
(about 40 miles SSE, of Dharwar); but they do not explain these 
terms or give definite information as to the value of the coins. 
We are^ however, told, in a letter of ^3 October^ ^659 p that 1,000 
^Sangary' p^odas had been entered as equivalent to 7,835 
mahmudis,^ and that an ingot of gold weighed 'tolaes Suratt 457!^ 
which makes 19 seers 20 tolaes Ashmola^ or 19 seers i6| tolaes 
Joulky Further, in an estimate forwarded to Surat with a letter 
of 4 October^ io,oooL in gold is brouglit to account as 25^396 
pagodas 36 [jtlais]* Doubtless in this case the factors reduced the 
English amount into rupees at 2^. 3^.^ and then into pagodas at 
3J rupees apiece. 

The inconvenience caused to traders by the absence of any silver 
coinage in the Bij^pur territories {for the Idri seems to have been 
used merely on the coast] had evidently impressed Rcvingtorij and 
he determined to induce Rustam Zamin, if possible, to procure 
permission for the English to establish a mint in Rajapur^ to strike 
a coin answering to the Mughal rupee* This scheme he seems to 
have mentioned to the Surat Council in a letter not on record; 
but the quarrel was almost at its height, and Andrews answered 
scornfully (24 Oct.): 

You forgett what you ought to doe, and run into new projets which 
are rotten before they are ripe; soe will bee your tancksalJ 
mint] agreement with Rustan Jemah, But the last you mencion 
of [Danda?] Rojaporc [see p. 250), w'e charge you to act nothing 
without adviseing us, that soe^ through your vaine immaginacions 
of doing something without power, you hinder not the endeavors 
of those that are commanded by their masters to use theirs, 

*■ Evidently ibe lactdfrt first cfinv^rt^ the Ht 3|mpe« ifan mkoned 

each rupee ti af mfthmfldiiH This, faoiirev«r, gives 7875 the correct figure. 

* TKc 5ccf equAlkd 2 ^ tolu. 
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Almost simultaneously (2S Oct.) Revington, in blaming the 
President for sending him bar silver instead of gold^ wrote: 

Yoti must knowe that the further you send sylver downe the 
coastp the further you send it from the tancksall at Suratt^ and 
therefore the more charge it is to brmge it upp againe by land^ and 
soe the Jesse wilJ be given for it ; For what can you immagine 
any shroffe should doe with barre sylver, which will neyther buy 
any things or sell here to any body but shroffes, who sends it to 
Suratt againcp and soe will pay a price accordingly. ... If that you 
thought the tannksalJ in Rajaporc would take them of, you are 
more mistakenp for that [the Idri ?j is a tagg that's currant noe 
where but there (I cannot call it a coyne). 

Evidently Revington did broach the subject to Rustam Zarnan. 
with the result that his suggestion was favourably received. This 
appears from the foMowing passage in a letter to the Company of 
19 Novemberp 1659, in which, characteristically enough^ the 
establishment of a mint was linked with a plan for thereupon making 
Rajapur the centre of trade while an English fleet waged war 
upon both the Persian King and the Mughal Emperor : 

Your Worshipps knowes that there is only Shaw Jehanns tanck- 
sall that stamps a silver current coync; so thatp sell your silver 
(sent out to these parts) where you pleasCp it run ns at last into his 
mint and pa^es through Decann without bennifitting or enriching 
this kingdom; which wee have endeavored to make the Quecne 
by letters, and Rustu[m] Jemah by words, sencible of; and wee 
iinde the latter already resolved to gaine licence for a tancksall in 
RajaporCp to make a quoyne that shall bee of equal! weight and 
flnene^se as the rupee of Surat is; so that for its intrinsical] valcw 
it shall bee one and the same with the rupeCp but shaM not have 
the same stampe and name given, for that would bee a dishoner 
to her as an absalute prince. However, by her command it will 
not onely bee currant in this^ kingdome in buying, selling, paying, 
and receiving, but currant likewise in Shaw Jehauns country 
amoung the merchants in exchange; which will tume to Your 
Worshipps profitt in the following respects, vijet. : first, by having 
a tancksal] in Rajapore you may coyne your ownc silver by your 
owne servants^ and other merchant[s] to[o], paying onely mintage, 
and gaine that to your selves which now the sheroffs in Surat 
gainc ; secondly, wee shall save two per cent, custom ^ by paying 
none hecre, and you will make more of your silver hccrc then the 
intrinsicaJI valew is in England; thirdly, all other merchants 

^ The duty pcud at Sunt m imparled utajure. 
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shall pay custome, of which haifc shall be coming into the Ease 
India Company; fourthly and cheifcly, you will make the King 
of India so sencible of the benifitt of your former trade in bringing 
moneysp by your not bringing moneys heerafter, that hee wilE 
presently proffer you to bring in your mony costome free; which 
[it] IB unreasonable the East India Company should pay, who hath 
enriched the country so much. For Your Worshipps may please 
to know that all those artihciall mynes of money that were made in 
tyme of peace are now exhausted through a civill warr; and what 
better time then now to make them scncible of the benifft they have 
for many yeares received from you, and likewise of the injuries 
oppressionSp and wTongs that you have received from them; 
which w^ould bee a good tyme to call them to accompt. For w^hen 
Your Worshipps shall thinke fitt to call the Persian to accompt for 
his (and both together must bee, if ever you call the latter to 
accompt), will it not bee ncsscssary to have a tancksall in Dccann 
and a coyne that shall be current^ to carry on a trade heere as large 
as you please during your w^arr with India, which will continue no 
longer then you please ? And farther you may please to know that 
the King and his Counsell (as all other kings and theirs in Europe) 
lookes upon io,ooof, of money, in regard of substantiaJl w'ealth, 
more then ioo,oooif, in estimation of cloath^ corrall, quicksilver, 
and vermilion, that consumes in one yeare; for in the need and 
perill of a kingdome none of theis will mainctaync an army. For 
the wise Moores and statesman of India, that considers general I 
good, considers not, like the Bannian (who is onely covetous and 
crafty), that ther will more money come into the King^s coffers by 
customc of loOjOoo/, in English goods then by [c us tome of ?1 
lOjOOoi. of money; but hec lookes upon 10,000/, in money [a$j 
more estemablc then all the goods you can bring in, because what¬ 
soever is paid and comes in by custome is the Kings owne, and is 
paid by the money already in the land, but the silver that is brought 
to the mint is as it were new begotten and added to the stock of the 
kingdome ; and although it is the property of divers Banians etc., 
being enfranchised and naturwlisd by the Kings stamp and impres¬ 
sion, yet upon any occation of w^arr the King will cither have their 
purses or else purss and head (as hath lately scene). Now, 

if the subject have no money, the King cannot have it. Therefore, 
when Your Worshipps shall thinke fitt to demaund satisfaction and 
your right from the Persian and from the Moore, by which meanes 
no jounckes will bee suffered to trade and bring in moneys^ and the 
Dutch they bring litle or none of there owme (and w ee presume you 
w'ould not let them bring others), then judge if you would not 
make the tancksall of Surat[^s] cry as mournefull in the King of 
India's cares as if the liver (the fountaine of blood) should complainc 
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in a naturall body; ^ and thou what conditions you may bring him 
to is easy to foretell. 

Nothing came of this scheme^ but it is of interest as foreshadowing 
the establishment at Bombay, some thirteen years later, of a mint 
for the coinage of rupees, pice, and buascrooks, intended partly for 
circulation in the Bijapur dominions. 

The visit to Rustam Zaman, during which the mint project was 
discussed, took place at tho end of October, 1659. The factors 
found him at Hukeri^ where he had established his head-quarters^ 
ostensibly for a campaign against Sivaji. Their more immediate 
object was to negotiate concerning the payment of customs on the 
portion of the pepper w'hich had been sent down to Karwar for 
shipment. After smoothing the way by the preseotation of articles 
valued at a hundred pagodas, they obtained a grant in accordance 
with their desires ; and wTittng to Hubli (51 Oct.) they announced : 

Wee have procured Rustan jemahs phyrmand f/fl#™w], w'hich 
wee herewith send you [ the contents being to lade our pepper 
aboard without payinge any c us tome there, but to pay the customc 
here, deducting one fourth part, according to Rajapore custome; 
the Governour there being Rustan Jemahs servant, to whome he 
gave Carwarr lor the maintainance of himself and souldycrs. 

While in a letter to Surat of ig November, they said t 

Least wee should buy hereafter where wee have done now, wee 
have gained the Company this priviledge from Rustan Jemah: 
that what goodcs the Company shall have come downe to Carwarr 
shall not pay any customc there, but the custome is to be paid at 
Rajaporc, deduc tinge one fourth part out. Several I other privi* 
ledges in way charges downe thither wee have given us. which wee 
have the benifitt of this yearc. 

The action of the English in buying pepper at Hubli and shipping 
it at Karwar caused some resentment at RaybSg. 

As soone as wee were gone, the towne broker and the townc 
shrofle, who wTre both our servantSp were clapt in prison, beaten, 
and a mulct layd on the former of 2000 pagodas and 5000 pagodas 
on the latter, which they paid; and for no other reason (as wee 
can learnc yet) but because wee bought pepper at Hubeily and sent 

^ Thit and of iht prmdtEi^ are Ukan diikott \*trbQtim Jrom a Icltcf of 

SirThofflu Koc 10 the Burnt facial^, 3© Augoilj i&iO (i« my efSir T. 167). 

As thi* WM no! oaeof tbote printed by Pyrehajp kc^-ingtEm muft bawcaoetilt at Sural: and 
the ^act U naiowortfiy showing the cm with which the factory mar da were preserved^ 
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it to Canvo^r, by which mcancs the Qucene lost the customc of 
see much pepper in Raybagg, which is her towoc. This is the 
Governours pretence, but the truth is because the ncH^chaiits 
of the towne hath lost soe much ; for our pepper bought m Hubclly 
etc. places stands us in not above jo pagodas f alltogcather. 
whereas our pepper bought ill Raybagg stands us in above iii 
pagodas; soe that both togeather it cost nearest ii pagodas per 
eunny, which is one pagoda cheaper then wee bought last ycarc. 
But wee could buy cheaper then this, and in Raybagg to, had wee 
moneys. The abuse that theise merchants and Governour have 
given to our shroff and towne broker wxe should not take soe 
hairtously, were it not for the pretence they have given for jt, 
which makes us resolve to right them ; and therefore desire your 
letter unto the Qucene concerningo it, and send it us, that soe shee 
may take notice that the President and Coimcdl of Suratt will not 
suffer any of their servants abroad to be abused for doing them 
service, allthough they arc her subjects. (RSjapur to Surat, 
30 Nov., 1659.) 


Towards the close of the year (lo Dec.) Reviagton wrote to the 
Company a long letter (signed also by Randolph Taylor} m which 
he reviewed the state of political affairs, giving an account, among 
other things, of the recent murder of Af«al Khan, the Bijipur 
general, by Sivaji, and the latter’s subsequent capture of Panak. 
Though lengthy, the document is of sufficient importance to warrant 
its being quoted in full. 

Our businese at this present is not soe much about your present 
busines as your future, if you thinke fitt to make it soe. Thereiwc 
wee come to speake of things that may bee, and not what is already 
done, as followeth. Into what an exigency the Portugalls all 
alongst this coast are now reduced unto by their and our common 
enemy the Dutch, wee belcivc Your \N^fshipps arc advised 
thing of, but whether fully or no is uncertaine; therfore wee shall, 
being soe ncare their head and having held correspondence with it 
and received inforruation from it, advise you. the coudicion of it^ 
by which you may easyly 3^dge of the iticmbcrs or other townes 
belongirig to it. From Goa hath binn sent this yoare an embassador 
unto the Qucoric of Dccann,^ who hath binn an enemy unto them 
through the instigation ol the Dutch at Vingola^ whose bribes 
(shee being a mercenary qucene) made her to send formerly an 


* The Dutch rmnis t&y Tromiripts, scr. i. iwl. xjdii. nm, 639* ^s) 

i-nvfiv currkd A dnpcweftd id oHtr 10^ psgedas 

B y wfttr the renewal of amiatblerelniiCHii imd tVeschaiDfl of tlrf Dutch frum ihc lentiorit* 
of Bljiipuf j but that he obiatrved iioiliing uwre ihan a traewaJ of fortMr conlrxa^^ 
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army against it; which so much animated the Dutch^ there enemy 
at seap and so much discouradged there owne souldycrs in the citty, 
as made them send the preiiiciition[edJ embassador, with a pish- 
cash of roOpOOO serapheens {sic]^ to prevent her Jntencions of 
sending an army this yeare; whOp wree beleivCp made peace with 
herp because there embassador, coming through the towne of 
Raibagg, advisd us as much^ But no sooner w'as hee gonn, but the 
Dutch with another pish cash supplant ts them in the favour of this 
princess againCp being (as before said) a mercenary queene, and 
obtaines her command for 1000 horss to goe against it; which 
was aent and, the army coming by Raibagg^ the Generali desiring 
to see us, wee gathered in di$corae from him as follow^eth. That 
the reasons of his going against Goa %vas first to demaund the 
Kings rightp which w^as the tw'o fortifyed places of Bardcis and 
Salcects [sic]^^ which formerly belongd to a king of Vizapore^ 
who dying and leaving foure brothers, they warrd each with other, 
and the eldestp havingdistroyed the two youngest and overcome the 
thirdp forced him to fly ; and hee making Goa his citty of refuge, 
hee was soone afterward converted into the Christian faith ; upon 
which the King his brother, because hoe might Jive like the brother 
o£ a prince, gave him the two premoncionod places; w^hich hoe 
enjoyedp and dying left them by testament unto his sonn; who 
being baptized into the Romish faith, and dying without an heiro^ 
left them by testament unto the King of Portugall; and ever 
since they enjoyed and received the rfevenues of them very peace¬ 
ably and quietly untill now^, the Dutch being there enemy and 
keeping all manner of releife from them at scap the Queene laics 
dame to theis places and demaunds 20,000 pagodas ycarely of 
them for the revenues of such places as they inhabitt on the 
borders of her country; which at this tyme they are not able to 
pay, having no rcleif from Portugall; so that what the yearely 
revenue comes to is spent in the maintayning of soutdyers for there 
owme defencep and a great deale more to, because there is now no 
trade and therforc there cann bee no c us tome* So that at present 
they have more holds then they cann long hold; and wee are 
informd from themselves thatp unless there happens a w'arr with 
[between ?) the Dutch and Englishp or a relcif comes from Fortugallp 
its impossible for them to subsist in Goa itself above three yeares 
more; for the Govern ours of Goa [see p, 55] are not beloved 

* Jht oF BdTdcr ajid SaJsetC^ wcie Bcquircd by tb* I^ 5 ^tuKUJCic in 1543 Jroiil 

IbrUhim AdLI Sb^kh^an iinnditLon tbal they tbe CAUSeol Miimcli? MFrAli.whq hud 

dia i^tcd hu mnd had takjen refu^ in l^rtuRUM teniiory. A variant oi the a tory 

in the icKt Li pven by Pyrard df Laval (liikliayt Sodety^i ediiiim, vnL ii, |j. 135, wher^ thi 
refer to De Couto^e Daoios for iht true veraiDn). See al» Whiicnay'^ Ritg 
P&rfuQnfit Pmt^ in pp^ 3^3, 
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amoung tho pcaple in Goa, alL the fcadolgos [fidolgcs, gcntlemcnj 
in Goa etc. places, that are the props .and maintainers of theis 
places yet, are now conveying there estates away as fast as they 
cann; and when they have don that (which will not bee long 
a doing), they will desert the places and leive them to those that 
will take them. Therfote, if Your Worshipps please to lake it 
into your consideration and findc out some way to treatc with the 
King of Portugall, wee arc well assured by wise men heere that you 
may have what places you desire upon honourable tearmes; for 
thats the thing they stand upon, and say that they had rather 
loose there cittics and castles unto there enemies honourably then 
deliver them up to there freinds dishonourably ; although they are 
indynd to the latter, were the conditions c^eable with the former. 
The army that lay before Goa made an assault upon Bardeis, 
worsted them, and tooke possession of some part of the outer w'orks; 
but by a supply of souldyers out of the citty they bcate the Mo^e 
back, regaind what they had lost, and kild him 4 or 500 men with 
little loss to themselves.This ycarc the Dutch expected land 
souldyers to come upon there shipps ; but wee hearc they wanted 
men in Batavia. Yet wee bcleive they will not want long, and if 
they once bring but 500 or tooo men before Goa, as they may very 
well doe, by landing them at Vingola to joyne with the Moore, its 
very probable that they will take it. But if Rustum Jemah etc, 
prooves succesfull in his present designe, the Dutch will failc of 
assistance from the Moore, if the Portugall bee but as liberall to 
him as they have binn to the Queenc, because he is a man of his 
word; and then if the PortugalJs should bee driven to desert the 
place through necessity, and declare that they deliver it up to the 
English, and wee thergpon enter it with a feiw men, it may bee 
a sufficient ground for us heerafter to claime it, though wee w'crc 
forced out of it by the Dutch. It was beloivd and told us by Rustum 
Jemah himself, who is much the Englishes freind, that hee should 
have binn sent this ycarc against Goa, as formerly hee hath bin, 
but the Queenc suspects him to bec her enemy, and so indead hcc 
is ; which leads us to another subject, as worthy of your considera¬ 
tion as the former. The person that is cald King of this country 
is knowne to bee the bastard of this Quccncs husband,* and she, 
notwithstanding that, would have the crowne setlcd on him; 

' See Ilionve»’» IIiiiory of ikt in Indio, vol. iL p. 3J4. 

* The qgotioti ftf tlw lepUmacy ol All Adil Shah II is cxiuniiied by Frolesicr Jadumth 
Sarbar el p. 385 ol the lust volume oE ht» ftitftry of Ammg^ib, lie accepts Crsnl DuS’s 
view that the bgy was r««lly ihe ton of the lute kiitK.an^ ihat his ntotber was 

tsslave-girl ill the hsrein. Berdcf And Tsverilier lay ihAl be WMsilU^yAb Oitoplfll Min, end 
AumnRMb iDAde the eouie aueiticm as an excuse Ea; his invusion oE Bi|apur> Mstiucti ukI 
Frv'cr stismAlize him as an illegliJiiiaiE ton oE the Queen hetstlE. 
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but ^me of the Umbrawes of this country, knowing him to bee 
spuriously begotten, will not give him homadge and refuses to goe 
to court; and these are Rustum Jemah, Bull. Ckaunc,^ Shawgee 
[Shahji Bhonsla], and Sevagy; which latter lyes with an army 
to the no[rth]w'ard and commands all alongst the cost from the 
upper Choul ^ unto Dabull; against whom the Queene this yeare 
seat Abdle Ckaune^ with an army of 10,000 herss and foote; 
and because shoe knew with that strength hee was not able to resist 
Sevagy, shce counccUd him to pretend freindshipp with his enemy; 
which hee did. And the other (whether through intelligence or 
suspicion its not knowne) dissembled his love toward him, and sent 
his mother as a hostadge, assuring him of his reality; upon which 
Abdle Ckaune advances, and the two armies lay within little 
distance of each other, while with a party from each theis two went 
to mecte and imbrace each other And having had some discourss 
publiquely, they desired to bee private; when Sevagy with a dagger 
from out of his bosome stabd the other to the hart. After which, 
the signe being given, hisamy, consisting of Rashpeotes, Hendooes, 
etc., fell upon the Moors, kild about 3,000, and put the rest to 
flight; which they pursuing, in there pursute tookc the great castle 
of Panclla, some eight miles from Collopore, where wee livd; which 
was the onely place of refuge for the King and Queene to fly unto 
in tyme of pcrrill; and hath taken possession of all the port and 
inland towncs; which hath made some of the port towoe governours 
fly from there goverments unto this port of Rajaporc, which is at 
peace, because it belongs to Rustum Jemah, who is a freind of 
Sevagies and is now upon his march toward him, and within feiw 
dayes wee shall heare of his joyning with hinj, and then wee shall 
(according to H[cnry] R(cvjngtonsJ promise unto him at his 
coming downc) send him ail the granadoes which last yearc hee 
desired, and advised us to spare Sevagy some, promising that, if 
wee would lyc with our shipps before Danda Rajaporc Castle, that 
Sevagyes men should assist us ashoare, hee having already taken 
the town of Danda Rajapore, but net the castle, wherein there is 
a great treasure, part of which wee may have and the castle to, 
give him but the rest. And this is the buisness that wee have to 
recommend unto you; which H, R. hinted unto Mr, Mathew 
Andrews in a particuler [i.c. private] letter, but hee presently putts 
it into his next general], whercunto Mr, Forster sighnes, and 

■ Ths eaitml isohlol Khfln. Frjwr ralU Wm ' Itullul Caim Sec also Grant Dufl’a 
iliirwy of :ht Mohnuitu, %'*1.1, p. 156. 

• Chau] (near AllbSii, in Kolftba DUirkt) if divided info Vpper and LcMf Gmu), ihc 

tiittcr (aim called Kc^imdfnda) bcinc tfic Miilcmeut. 

• Afzal lU^Sn, Fryer ipcttka of him as ‘ Abdul Cuun ’. The mime appear* ta b#t't been 
Afjdullah,' AFmt Khnn ' (the prC'Cininmt lord) being mrrrly a title. 
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jijf_ Gf&y writes for every office boy to t^e notice of, and cominajids 
us to act nothing in it [see p. 243]; w'hich hee need not have doon, 
for how cann wee or hce act any thing in this buisnessc berote you 
send out two or three shipps and men for the purpose ? But wee 
may bring things in the meane tyme to such maturity and ripe* 
nessc as that heetoafter they may bee ready for you to pluck; 
and so much wee are resolved to doe. One months tyme more 
’willp wee belcive^ put an eiid to this tfouble ; for Sevagyes fatheip 
Shawjee, that lyes to the southward, is expected within eight dayes 
with his army, consisting of 17,000 men, and then thay intend for 
Vizapore [Bliapur], the Ring and Queenes residence, whose 
strcngftlh consists onely in men, and they arc not above jo 000 
souldyers; so that in probability the kingdome w'lll bee lost. 
And if it proves so, all that Rustum jemah hath promisd us, of 
a tancksall^ of you part of the saltpeeter costomeSp 

of assisting you in taking Dan da Rajaporu Castlcp which are three 
things wee doc desire to bee instnimentali iHp will as certaiooly bee 
performed. Wee onely want power and mcaaSp and a good head 
at Suract, 

The alann excited by Slvaji^s victorious progress is shown in 
a letter of g December^ i659p from the Rajipur factors to Surat, 
explaining w^by they had been unable to wash, as proruiscdi some 
‘ browiic baft a death " brought by the Coast Frigafs, Since the 
departure of that vessel on i Dceembcrj they say: 

Sevagy^ a great Rashpoote and as groat an eiieiny to the Quccne, 
hath taken the great castk of Pandla, within six courts [fejj] of 
Collaporc * which must needs startle the King and Queene at 
Visapore. Wee wish his good success heartylyp because it workos 
all for the Companies good, hee and Rustum Jemah being close 

f [rjeinds_This doath wee could not w^a^h, because the washers 

and other poore peaple w^ere struck with the noyse [i+Cf runiour] 
of an army being so nearo into such a pannick fearc as made them 
all runn away. 

These hostilities offered the English factors an opportunity of 
disposing of some of the ordnance and ammunition that was in 
so little demand at Surat. A mortar, with a supply of ' granadoes" 
(shells), was sent thence to Rajapur, with a gunner whose ineffi¬ 
ciency afforded Revington a chance of more sarcasm at the expense 
of the President and Council (19 Nov.) : 

Yon en ordered {as Capt. Bowen saietb) one Mr. Burges to tarry 
here for the shootingc of a granado; which he knowes no more 
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of thca FI. R., for he only knowes that the foozc of the cranadoo 
must be fired before the raorter peice, but what belonp to the 
squadron [j.e. quadrant] he knowes not, by which he must raise 
the morter peice to such a degree as to send the granadoo to the 
place mtended. Therefore wee have taken a shoare Mr. Wm, 
fingham, gunners mate of the Li&tidoiit ... For his 3®^' per annum 
that will soone be taken of by Rustan Jemah, who will give him 
more then that comes to. 
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That Europeans resident in the East staked life and health 
against the chance of making a fortune is a familiar fact; and 
how heavy was the toll thus paid is shown by the deaths, already 
recorded, of Agent Gawton in Bengal (1658), of Agent Garway 
in Persia (March, 1659)1 Christopher Oxenden and President 
Wyche at Surat (April and May, 1659)1 besides many others of 
less eminence. To this roll we must now add the name of Henry 
Grcenhill, the Company’s Agent on the Coromandel Coast, 

His death took place at Madras on 4 January, 1659, from 
dropsy ; ‘ haveing infurtiated hU corpus magnum with an overplus 
of beverage, and so being tapt for it, hee dyed the next morning ' 
3688J, He was interred in the usual burying'ground (part of 
the Company s Garden, in the north*western angle of the native 
town), the site of which is now occupied by the Madras Law 
College. The huge tombs in this enclosure having provided shelter 
for the French during the siege of Madras in 1756, they were 
dismantled, many of the stones being transferred to the compound 
of St. Mary’s Church in the Fort. One of these, built into the wall 
of the external staircase of that church, still preserv'es the memory 
of Henry Greenhill. It bears a shield and crest (a drawing of which 
is given in Mir. Penny’s Fori St. George, Madras, p, 194) with 
a Latin inscription ^ which is largely identical with the one com* 
momorating Francis Breton at Surat. As the Rev. William 
Isaacson was chaplain at each place at the time of the burial, we 
may confidently ascribe the wording to him. 

' feprmluted in Cnl. OiJ i. p, j.,). AnwrMtJy the 

nodiKlms pOTtiqn ihouid run j Sa/it m, riattr, tt hat( wh iVjfiV* ; Lidtrymam mods 
pfndt MJUjm t1 ah. Probably part of tliie ioKTiptiOD hoj Iwtn broVen Jlirty, 
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Greenhillj who had gone out in the humble capacity of an attcn* 
daat on the captain of a ship, is said to have left a fortune of over 
40,000/., all made of course by private trading. His domestic 
arrangements in 1645 are described at p. 76 of English Faciories^ 
j 642-'5; and from what is there stated ^ve may infer that he was 
not legally married and that his consort was of either Portuguese 
or Indian extraction—probably the former, hAs no provision was 
made for her in his will, she may be assumed to have predeceased 
him. This will {P\C.C.^ 94 Nabbs), dated 1 January, 1659, mentions 
a daughter Mary (married to John Gurney : see Ejiglish Factories^ 
1646-50, p. 337) and three sons, George, Thomas, and Henry, none 
of whom was yet of age. It includes bequests to Edward Winter, 
Richard Minors, Thomas Chamber, the Rev. William Isaacson, 
Seshadri Nayak, the French padres in Madras (60 pagodas}, 
and the soldiers of the garrison (lOO pagodas). John Gurney 
(son-in-law) and John GrecnhOl (brother) are named as e>i:ecutors, 
and Chamber and Isaacson as overseers. The wdll was proved in 
England by John Grecnhill on 26 May, 1660, but the estate took 
many years to realize* In March, 1675, administration w^as granted 
to James Innes, nephew and attorney of Mary VincentJdaughter of 
the testator; and in January, 1714, both Innes and Lady Vincent 
being dead, a fresh grant was made to Greenvill Grcenhill, son 
of Thomas (also dead) and grandson of the testator.* About 
16B0 the w^ill had been the subject of alaw'suit, the ^oresaid Thomas 
alleging that it was a forgery, but he lost his case {Histmcal AISS. 
Commission's Eleventh Report, part ii. p. 216). Finally, on 16 June, 
t73Tp we find a petition presented to the Court of Directors on 
behalf of Thomas Grecnhill (an infant), praying for relief on the 
score of the services of his grcat*grandfather, Henry Grecnhill, 
and of his great-uncle, Sir Matthias Vincent. The result is not 
recorded; but w^e may well believe that the Directors felt them- 
selves to be under no obligation on either count. 

^ Ti vfHi olrHiily koenm that Hatthlaa Vinemt (CtueE in 16J7-63) had moiii^d 

(about Mim Om of th? name cf Mary. Frc^m the partjtula.r£ ivtw given it ti 

that ftbc the daughter uf Henry Orc«nhj II nad widow at John Gumey. The Xatt that (me 

ol the chargs ag^inU Vi ncent -inu that he aJI(^ed Romish prie&ts to visit his wife strengthens 
the Slipped I kn that her molher was FoTtuguje^^ 

* It was tkabileK under this grant that paynxnt waa made for istitain property of 
Greenhiirs at Madras which had hixn token aver for the Company'^ uw (see Love's Vaitga, 
vt>l. ii. p, 55). 
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Oil the death of Grccnhill, Thomas Chamber * assumed the post of 
Agent, and held tt until he was dismissed three years later. His 
first business was to complete the lading of the Blackamoor and Lmc. 
The former sailed for England in the middle of January, 1659, 
and the latter departed at the beginning of February. Having 
thus exhausted the stock of goods suitable for England, he could 
not send home the Merchani’s DtUghi as w'ell; so she was dispatched 
early in February on a voyage to Bantam, whither the Marigold 
had preceded her, The Anne and the Mayfixmer had started for 
Persia on iS January [Madras to Bantam, 6 Feb.), 

In his correspondence with other factories. Chamber appears 
to have been very lax. More than two months after Greenhill's 
death the factors at Vlravasaram had had no direct news from 
Madras of that event, and wrote (iz March) that it seemed as if 
* all the factory is dead with him *; they had bought some saltpetre, 
but were without instructions as to the quantity expected from 
them that season,* Five days later, Daniel sent a similar com¬ 
plaint from Petapoli, stating also that he had no funds in hand; 
while on 36 April the Masulipatam factors wrote to Madras that 
they had been forced to borrow' * to stop the mouthes * of their 
creditors and were looking anxiously for a supply of money. 
Cash, however, was equally scarce at Fort St. George, where the 
expenditure necessary for the dispatch of so many ships to England 
and elsewhere had practically exhausted their funds. As shown 
by a letter from Maurice Thomson, Governor of the Company, 
dated 29 January, 1659,* the Committees at home were under the 

* Elis with tlifl Cotnpiiny had bcf^n in Decembf r> wh«] hff wnf »pp&inl*d 

puner’i mat# of the Mary. He had Ei«n tmhen Mhoie af a fnclor m the CcHt loiu# six 
yeoit ialtr. Accordbjt td a. Intel from Mididkiftn, the conunander df the MndrAS 
Karrudn (Love'i ml, L p, j 74J, Chamber claimed to be a Welshnwi. * He is h drth 

as I am credibly infonaed^ yet a betcbcler/ On $ M»rebi 1659, ho^fttver, a Mssuli- 
patam klter givet m the lattat neirs 3 ' Mr, Cbqmiben bii apooiEiifr sE Cxpt. Bowyen 
widdf>w.* Thii lady wax prdbably the relict of Johii Bayer^ mosirr df the who 

Emd coEQffiitied siiidde at VtiaYlsaiwii in June, 1655(Me 3j). In GremMirs will he loen- 
lioni a debt td ' Anne Boyers widow *, and Icavd Chamber Omds too pagodas fnr a ring) 
a hogshead af sack far hts wedding. 

* They mEaiioned ihat^ u their own Ekduse was post repalri thoy had purchaMd one irocn 
Edward ^Vinter far j jo pagodai. They also reqnHied a supply of pent and paper^ aa other¬ 
wise they would be for«d to wriie ' in ked^iaiu' {i^, cm cad jane, dr palm Iea’%-n+ in nadee 
fashion). 

‘ Thisletter contauu an exhortaiLon to the Hadras factors * in have a spedaJl care that yvij 
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impression that there was a stock of about i5,oooi. on the Coast 
and alike amount in Bengal, and that it was unnecessary, therefore, 
to send out more in each ship than would suffice to provide for her 
return cargo; but the accounts received in England probably 
included njany outstanding debts of doubtful valuo> Moreover, 
part of the money was in the hands either of Edward Winter at 
Masulipatam or of William Blake in Bengal, they having been 
employed in making the investments in 165S ; and since they had 
been omitted from the list of factors to be employed on behalf of 
the New General Stock, they w^ere in no hurry to hand over any 
balance in their custody. Further, when the Atnie and Mayr/lffu’er 
returned from Persia in May and June respectively, it was found that 
Buckeridge had made but a slight return for the stocks sent in 
those vessels. The arrival of these tw'o ships with little money 
on board increased Chamber's anxieties; they could not be left 
lying idle, and so he decided to send them to Achin, providing 
cargoes by borrowing still further at Madras and Masulipatam 
(Madras to Bengal, 11 June). 

Some relief was afforded by the arrival of the 5 aniarilan (Captain 
Thomas Clark) from England and Guinea early in July, bringing 
lOjOOof. in gold, half of w'hicb, however, was earmarked for Bengal. 
This vessel was told off to accompany the Atitte and Mayflitunir to< 
Achin, as the Dutch were threatening to debar the English from 
trading there, on the pretext that the Queen had made them an 
exclusive grant. The Jl^otiras Aferchanl (commanded by Cobham 
Doves), which reached Madras from England at the beginning of 
August,^ was sent on to the Bay of Bengal | while the Mirc/tatii's 

and HllundtrT^riiDrimDd Atid labour to fcarei!i«ev?rHvflog GoidptOMDftify 

hb Sabbolh^p to spend ^.'wur t^Tfic in prayer, r«Qdettigr $uiEin}* of atid boly con- 

and to bo such poticnsD of IniLh^ pniience, humility, tird Icrve lo all 

with whome yQU oenvorv that ^ the God oF lovo and peare niny abide with you 
It is to be feared that the |UQir9 Govenvor would have been much KandaliKdif he Exujld have 
read Mine of tie private letters that were between tic CQmpany't eervnnts^^ a^ 

quoted ebewiieie in iht present %'oEuine. 

^ She broupiht a letter from the Companyi, dated 2S Januar^% which stated that her 

cnptiuu had bwn directed to call m hU way cut nc Neuapatam, TranqLj«^bar» and Porto 
fiovo, in ofler lo tmy iMppcr^whidi to be left at JIamiEi|atam for shipment to England. 
Any apace in tbe returning ^^ewis lo he filled with rice, lunncrift gumdac, 

* hoiq^ees * {see 15 ^ 5 ), or cotton wooL For the same puq»«e the Bengal factore bad Keen 
dirrcted to keep Ma^Jlpatam supplied with saltpetre j also with sugar, whidh ^-ould oefl 
there at a profit oF 50 per cent. bi order lo provide a regular supply of ootlou good* for 
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Detighif which had returned from Bantam in July, was also ordered 
to the Bay. She was followed by th e M^ckant Advetiiure, whi ch had 
been dispatched from home in January, 16593 under the command of 
Robert TindalL The Katherine (Captain Jarvis Russell) arrived from 
England early in August, and the {under John GosnolJ) 

about a fortnight later; both proceeded to Masulipatam to take 
in cargoes, the one fo-r Macas^r and the other for jambi, for 
which place she sailed on 17 September, To Masulipatam came 
also (24 Sept,) the Marigold^ vrhich had returned from Macassar 
to Madras in August, and (20 Oct,) the M^chafU Advetiluref which 
had been driven back from Bengal, The Amte^ from Achin, got 
into the roadstead on 25 October, and four days later the SafnaritaHt 
from the same port, announced her arrival at * Emeldee ‘ (see 
English Fa^tories^ 1637-41, p. 314 n.), after a vain struggle to reach 
Bengal. 

There was thus a considerable assemblage of vessels at Masuli- 
patam and its neighbourhood when on 19-20 November a furious 
cydonc fell upon them. From all sides came reports of great 
damage. The Petapoli factors wrote on 22 November: 

For this three or four dayes past wee have had the violentest 
stormes that hath hapned since our arrivall into India, insomuch 
that it broke up scverail trees in our garden by the rootes. 

Three days later their colleagues at Viravasaram reported 
that 

The mansion house wee bought of Mr, Winter suncke all at one 
end a foot into the ground, which gave way under it by reason of the 
excessive moysture; and thereupon part of the wall on one side 
fell downe, and another part of the wall much washed away, being 
only sun-dryed bricks; so it is at present unhabitable, and wee fear 
irreparable without much charge. 

In addition several of the outhouses had also fallen. At Masuli- 
patam (letter of 25 Nov,) 

Halfc the Companies home is fallen to the ground ; not any house 
in all this townc escapeing without some manyfestacion of the 
violence of the weather. 

Enttluid. Autborlly ma givvn tv procuie eich yvar on itvr Conit »,ooo piccet of 
cloilip 4^pOoo or BAlAnipOfiH, sfioo of * Ttworet % j.om of nrHi^ gin^hamA, anil 4 jjdc» or 
or ' pcirailluor ili« dinbeFAiEin^ and prica ttaiMl. The lact^rt were also to send 
home all Uk dimBtruni tliey cmH get. 
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Still greater havoc had been wrought at sea. Of the English 
vessels, the Samaritan ran ashore between Masulipatam and 
Madapollam and was totally wrecked, with the loss of nine lives. 
The Merchant Adventure was driven on * the point of Due ^ (i.e* Diu 
or Divi Island)p but was saved by the cutting away of her masts 
and managed to get back into the road* The Marigald and the 
Kaihertne were driven out to sea, but escaped with considerable 
damage and the loss of their cables and anchors. The Amte was 
missing for some timcp having last been seen scudding before the 
gale with her mainmast gone ; but she managed to live out the 
tempest and to crawl, badly damagedp into the roadstead at Madras. 

On 5 December, 1659, the Mayfiower reached Masulipatam from 
Achin with a poor cargo. On the 14th the Merchants Ddigki 
arrived from Bengal, as did also the Madras Merchant about 
a month later. Both these vessels were sent on to Madras, the 
former to complete her lading for England ; and thither went the 
Mayfi^neer and the Marigold^ also destined for home. The Aferclmni 
Adventure was ordered to proceed from Masulipatam to Achin. 

Such was the commercial history of the Agency during the year. 
Of political events we hear nothing, except for a reference in a letter 
to Bengal of 8 August to the relief afforded by the rains^ which 
had mitigated the previous scarcity and had brought down the 
price of grain. This scarcity had been partly due to ' the feeding 
of two great armys ncarc us ‘—presumably the troops of the 
King of Golconda nnd of the Raja of Chandragiri respectively; 
and the effect of these disturbances is seen in the fact that for much 
of the cotton goods sent home in 1659 it was necessary to go to 
Porto Novo and Fondicherri. Concerning the relations with the 
former ruler we have more information. Under date of 17 June, 
1659, the Masulipatam factors wrote to Fort St* George: 

The Dutch have lately presented the King of Gufeondah w'lth 
large piscashes; and if wee are not fumisht with a considerable 
one to present him with, woe gather (by what wee have already 
observed in our affaires) that his hrmand formerly granted us by 
him wilbc slighted by his Governour, and wee cannot but thereby 
expect grand obstruccions in the Companies affaires. 

And on 6 July they wrote in a similar strain to Surat: 

There wilbe a necessity of our presenting the King of Gulcondah 

3158 g 
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with a pishcash, in regard his firmand, by which wee have such large 
frcdomes allowed us, specifies that he is to have an anuall pishcash 
of soe many Perajan horses and Europe comoditycs, which have 
not becne presented him these many yearcs; so that, if there be no 
course taken^ the Companies priviledges here wilbe infringed ; the 
which a present may yet renew. 

A week latcrj however, they were able to make (to Madras} 
a more satisfactory report. In view of the abuses received from 
the local officials 

Wee desired Mr. Croplcy (then being at Gulcoadah) to make an 
addresse to the King with our letter | and by him wee have received 
a firmand from the King that there shalbe no molestacion made in 
the Companies trade and that his Govern ours shall assist us in ail 
things* Wee hope this firmand will not any wise retard the designed 
present to the King, but rather hasten it. 

The reply from Surat has not been preser^^ed; but in a letter 
to Masulipatam of 13 October, 1659, the President and Council 
wrote: 

In our last wee licenced you to present the King of Golcundah, 
to procure what more priviledges wanting, and that your present 
be with as much frugallity as necessity will permitt. 

Whether the present was sent to Golconda docs not appear \ 
but in a letter to Madras of 14 January^ 1660^ the Masulipatam 
factors said i 

The King of Gulcondahs cheife Braminy [Brahman] is sent dowoc 
hither by His Majestic to settle the country in these parts. At his 
first comeing he was mett by us and the Dutch, and after fwe were ? ] 
civilly enterteyned by him arid [he ?J doth uphold our priviJedges. 
The Dutch lately entreated him to come to their house ; which 
he did, and there they piscashed him to the value of 1500 pagodas 
old (as wee are credibly informed). He expects that wee must doe 
the like ; which cannot be denyed, and [wc i J fearc it will cost our 
honourable employers four or five hundred pagodas old. 

The fact that the Dutch gave three times as much as was expected 
from the English Is an index to the value of their commerce as 
compared with that of their rivals, and a further proof of bow 
flourishing their trade was at this period. 

In the early part of 1659 occurred a quarrel between Masuli¬ 
patam and the two neighbouring factories of Pctapoli and Vlra- 
vasaram as to their mutual relations. Petapoli or Peddapalli— 
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now represented by Nizampatam—lay about thirty-six miles to the 
south-west of Ma$ulipatam, while Vfra visa ram {" Verasheroon 
was situated some forty miles to the north-east of the same port, 
and both A Court and Daniel complained that the Masulipatam 
factors sent agents to buy up saltpetre and calicoes * under our noses", 
thus raising prices and discrediting their authority (letter of 
S Jan.). They also objected to the funds for tho whole group 
being sent from Madras to Masulipatam for distribution at John- 
soQ^a discretion, and to the requirement that their accounts should 
be passed through the Masulipatam books. They contended that 
the Intention of the Company was that the three factories should 
be absolutely distinct; and A Court in particular was much 
aggrieved at finding himself deprived of that independence w'hich 
(as he declared) he had been led to expect. An appeal was made 
to the President and Council at Surat, who in reply upheld the 
existing arrangement. Writing to A Court on 23 March^ 1G59, they 
regretted the differences that had arisen 

through your mistake in not knowing that your factory and 
Pettipole are subordinate to that of Mctchlcpataiip . , , It was ever, 
and it ought to be understood^ that all those factoryes about 
Metchlepatan are to have there aceompts entered into Mctchlepatan 
bookes, and the Agent etc^ to write to Metchlepatan w^hat the 
Company requires from those parts ; which is to bo diatributed 
by those there to the severall factoryes^ and to supply them with 
n^ony as the Companies oceations require. If those of Mechlepatan 
should send to those places w'here you are buying cloth, they doe 
very ill * . . and wee hope those at Mechlepatan understands the 
Companyes business better. 

With a view, possibly, to removing this friction, another letter 
from Surat (25 April) ordered the transfer of Johnson to Madron 
as Accountant (on the plea that Thomas Shingler, who had pro¬ 
visionally succeeded to the post, was without the necessary experi- 
ence), and appointed A Court to replace him at Masulipatam, and 
Daniel to take charge at Viravasaram, A Court proceeded accord* 
ingly to Masulipatam, but Johnson refused to surrender his position 
until further instructions, declaring that the Company's business 
was in too unsettled a state (letter to Madras, 30 July); and on 
reconsidering the matter, the Surat Council wrote (n August) that 
they had decided to leave Johnson at Masulipatam To make 
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amends to A Court, they Jater 00 appointed him to be Second at 
Fort St. George, ’while Shlnglcr was to go to Petapoli (letter to 
Madras, 12 October). Daniel taking charge at Vlravasaram, as 
beloro proposed. A Court took his passage for his new post in 
the which left Masulipatam in the middle of January, 

1660, The Madras Council had already acquired a third member 
in the person of William Gilford. He had come out in the 
to be Fourth at Fort St. George; but in January, 1659, he had 
been dispatched to Bantam, in the M^figold. From this 
Voyage he returned in August^ and thereupon resumed his post 
on the Council. 

Concurrently with the dispute concerning status, there was some 
trouble early in 1659 over an order received from Madras that the 
northern factories were to keep their accounts in new pagodas 
instead of old. This letter is no longer extant; but the reason 
given is stated to have been that the home authorities would then 
be in no danger of confusing the two kinds. To this A Court and 
his Vlravasaram colleague rejoined (8 January, 1659) that the 
change TVould provide no remedy, ^ for, in respect of the variablencs 
of the exchange, your ne’w pagoda is as irrcconcileablc with pagodas 
of 12 fanam old as of 15 fanam old h Possibly (they added) the 
real reason was a hope that the new pagoda would be made current 
in all the factors* dealings at Vlrav^aram ; but the natives 

in remembrance of the late irregulcr minting at Vcrashar[oone], 
are generally averse from accepting our new pagodas j so that they 
will not ycild with us so much as at Mctchlcpatam by half a fanam, 
nor so much as those of the Dutch stamp; and the more wee 
seeke to obtrude them upon them, the more shie they would be, 
unles wee should farmc the to’wne, as the Dutch doc Policull.^ 

Since new pagodas were never used in their dealings, the factors 
contended that it would be misleading to enter these as though 
they were made in that species* Apparently the arguments thus 
employed convinced the authorities at Madras; lor in a letter 
of 29 March the Viravasaram factors express their satisfaction at 
receiving permission lor all three factories to keep their accounts 
as before in old pagodas* 

* NitrjapurtlUuk,GodtvariI>iiUict,ttfETr miltt*aTjlli-«jstef 

The thetmcivet there 131 1&51, oiid, otarrdkie to SiTeyimhajii ^Ijuler 

{Diaykjt vol, iL p-1 ttfiled the tonn for 2.™ flld pGi(iiCKhi» per tumum. 
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Before quitting the subject of this group of factories, some 
notice may be taken of three letters ’written from Vjravasaram 
on 24 December, 1658, 29 December, 1659, and 12 January, 1661, 
by one of the Company’s servants, William Smyth, to his father, 
John Smyth. In 1876 these letters were in the possession of 
Mr. Reginald Cholmondcley, of Condover Hall; but his collections 
have since been dispersed, and the present ownership of these 
interesting documents is not known. We quote, therefore, from 
the account of them given in the Fifth Report of Uie Historical MSS, 
Copttaission (Sessional volume no. 40 of 1876, p, omitting a few 
passages relating to matters with which we are not here concerned. 

In the first the wTiter saj's that the country agrees w-ith him 
very well, ’ it being at present not much hotter than with you in 
the midst of summer; but we are in the autumn, and therefore 
must expect it hotter. , . , I am placed in the healthiest place in 
all India, or ^ the coast of Cormondell. It is an inland town, some 
40 English miles from the metropolitan port and factory, ’which 
is called Metchlupatam. This country is level for 100 miles and 
more, not one hill to be seen. Abundance of wild fowl; the 
chiefest of our diet all the year long is w ild ducks and such like. 
Mr. Acourt, our chief, and Mr, Seymour, our second, do very well 
agree, which is the life of our trade, . . . Had 1 a good cloth coat 
with a large silver lace, which is all the wear here and the badge 
of an Englishman ; and on the contrary ’without it and other things 
ans’werabic to it, not esteemed nor regarded. The chiefest thing 
needful is a good hat. . . . This country is a very cheap place of 
residence, ’sierc it not for the state and multiplicity of servants wc 
strangers are constrained to keep ; all men being respected accord¬ 
ing to his train and habit. We have at present belonging to our 
factory near 70 persons, to whom wc covenant to pay between 
4 r- and 3s. sterling per month each, they finding themselves alt 
provisions and necessaries. These ser\'ants arc allowed, when they 
travel or are sent abroad on our business, id. per diem, which is 
the rate wc give to all day labourers and porters we usually employ 
to carry burdens 50, 60, or too miles outright, which is the usual 
conveyance we make use of for all sorts of goods, ... All sorts of 
provisions arc extreme cheap. The usual rates of beast * b from 
5s, to 8s. (He says they can rarely get them, because the people 
believe that their souls go into calves, cows, etc.) Goats and sheep 
in great plenty from 6 d, to lod. apiece ; hens, id.* ® 

^ Probalsly a slip Tot ^ on■ Um Smytli U uwnft ibc farming itrm for 

* In Idling tiiet irftfiM and pri«s he is appAresily taking ifw fanurin at answering 

tg the book-iatf of loj. for ihe old pagoda. 
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In the second letter he says that he has written twice since leaving 
Englandj the last time by the and Thomas^ which, as the 

Dutch say^ foundered in the sea near the Cape of Good Hope, He 
says: ' I find not India to answer to mine and other men's expecta¬ 
tions. . * * It is as difficult a thing to get a livelihood as in any other 
country, especially if a man have but a small beginning. , , . The 
last night 1 received news that 1 was in mention to go for Achecne 
in commission with one Mr. Ralph Couyngsby* a very accomplished 
gentleman and formerly a student in one of the Inns of Court.' 

In the third letter it appears that he started for Acheerte, but 
they were driven down to Bay Bengalla^ where their ship was cast 
a’svay and their goods much damaged. In the month of June 
last Mr. Roger Seymour^ second of Vcrasheroonei was drowned 
while attempting to pass a river on horseback* 

The vessel referred to in the last paragraph was the Mu^kat 
Frigate (formerly the which sailed for Achin^ with 

Smyth on board, in May, 1660, and was wrecked off Balasore as 
here described. This is recorded in a letter from Madras to the 
Court of II January^ 1661, which mentions also that Seymour 
^ was drowned ncare Enicldec in passing over a river \ These 
dates prove that Smyth's letter was written in January^ l66ip and 
not a year earliefp as stated in the Commission's report. The error 
is dtiCi of course, to the compiler of the latter omitting to convert 
the date from the Old Style to the New. 

Smyth's allusion to the difficulty he found in getting a livelihood 
(his salary was only 2^, per annum) sho^^"^ that he had either 
insufficient capital or little opportunity to indulge in private trade. 
Others were more fortunately situated, and such of their private 
letters as have found their way into the India Office archives 
contain many references to this absorbing topic. Thus Daniel 
writes from Masulipatam to Thomas Davies at Hflgli {17 January, 
1659), promising to buy chintz for him and regretting the loss of 
a consignment of sugar from Bengal. He refers to the disposal of 
some Long Lane comodities of his which arc in Davieses hands^ 
and adds: ' PettepolC'^ a brave, healthy, pleasant place, but 
affords nothing of private trade.' Johnson, in a letter to James 
Pickering at Patna (S March)^ alludes to some * paintings ’ [chintz] 
which he ia to send him later, and says that he has advised Chamber¬ 
lain to dispatch a vessel to Masulipatam with rice, butler, wax, 

’ Lcinc Ldnr, SnlUhftdl£l> noted fd-r la LruinpcTy 
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3Lnd sugar, ‘ here being much fearc of a famine this ycare j The 
Petapoli factors write (16 April) that they have been using their 
own money to buy saltpetre for the Company’s purposes, and that 
they expect compensation for so doing, seeing that, if they had 
employed it in bringing corn from ‘ Due [i.e. Divi] Island *, they 
could have made 15 or 20 per cent, profit in a month. The scarcity 
which was offering the English merchants such chances of gain 
seems, by the way, to have been as bad in the districts round 
Masutipatam as at Madras. ' \\'ee have at present , say the Masuli- 
patam factors on 13 October, ‘ soe great a famine in these parts, 
the people dying dayly for want of food, that wee cannot have 
goods brought in as wee expected.' 

The apprehensions excited by the news from Masulipatam 
(p. 187) of Mir Jumla’s renewed demand for the surrender of his 
Junk were increased by the consciousness that the Madras factors 
share in the transaction was sternly reprobated in England. We 
have already quoted (p. 178) the views of the Committees of the 
United Joint Stock on this point, and we may now cite those 
of the Committees of the New General Stock, as expressed in a letter 
dated 13 September, 1658, and sent by the Samaritan \ 

By letters [not extant] from Mr. Rex'ington etc. in Surratt, dated 
the 26 January, i 657 [- 5 Sl, directed to the Company, hee givrth 
notice (amongst other passages) how the gennerall affaires of India 
as then stoode since the death of the Mogull; from "which gather 

that there is a probabiUitie of a long contention and warr betweene 
the four sonns of the deceased Mogull, and consequently a great 
hindcrance and disturbance to trade, not only m those partes of 
India but also with you and in the Bay; which wee are sorry to 
heare but know not how to re m eddy. The Nabob, wee also undCT- 
stand, is imprisoned by Orange Zcebc for practizing with the 
King of Gulcondah to start a broyle and come m for a share ot the 
crowne.* Wee hope, upon the arrivcall of this newes unto you . . . 

* IcKidcntAlIv he nuntiimJ lh« cm ol hii eompuniptu It havSns to diviiwtion 

ID ditmver thi^ whtrenbwuts ol wine miMiTig property: ' Lmi they li“ 

Ppat] and (hrese mil or mgucry. tind bM now a conjuring fnr it-' 

• Oil ibe ver(^ cf the ou threnli oI th® d vi I wat, Jlir Jutuln, who had been to-opwsiitiu with 
Auianeicb m iIk campAicn tpiiiiit BSjapur, Viw recalled lo the impenal eouft, doubllea 
In order to iirevent him from assitiine that prince in bit eutpected dwiena upon the Croim. 
Ai his fninily «at in the Emperor's power, the Nawib wm aimid oI openly dtwheyine the 
coBunand j and so he arrantxd nifh Aurancwb that the latter should Jorcibly prevent him 

Irnmumni;. llewataocordini-ly arTeued.on ti ctarue of mtripitniiwith Coknoda and Uij&pur, 
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it will causi> the Nabobs partie to raise their seidge and leave you 
at libertie and more securitie to manadge our affaires; and it is 
Dur desire unto you that in the future you carry your selves in such 
inoffensive w^aies that noc just cause may be given to any partie 
to put the like or any other troubJe upon you, or losse upon the 
Cbmpai’ty^ as hath succeeded by your unadvised seizure of the said 
Nabobs jounck and engaging us in a broyle; w^hich (as wee are 
informed] was occasioned by some particuler differences which 
arose betw^eene the Nabob and your selves about some jeW'ells 
which w'cre pawned unto you by the Nabob and your seizing on his 
ellcphants. Soc that the quarrell w'as your owne and not ours; 
and therefore it is just and reasonable that what dammage hath 
been susteyned by the Company ought to bo made good by you; 
they having noc quarrell nor pretence upon the Nabob, but desire 
love and peace with all princes and governours ; and soe therefore 
require you that upon any occasion of difference that may hereafter 
happen betw'ccne any parties^ that you continue as newaters and 
side with neither^ 

Evidently Chamber was at a loss what to do in this dilemmap 
He appears to have made an attempt £0 shift the responsibility 
on to the shoulders of Winter by sending him a formal order to 
surrender the junk to the Nawab's representative at Masulipatam. 
Winter complied^ but straightway took possession of it again 
{Trevisa to Bengal. 8 July. 1659),- relying, it would seem, upon 
a letter of 22 July. 1657, in which Green hill and Chamber had 
authorized him. if molested, to seize any of the Nawgb's vessels 
(Winter to Madras. 15 August^ ^^59)- 

Soon came a further complication* Aurangzcb had dispatched 
Mir Jumla to Bengal to conduct the campaign against Brince 
Shuja. and one of the Naw^b'^s first acts, alter occupying Bibar, 
was to stop the English from procuring saltpetre at Patna, pending 
satisfaction of his claims. On this being reported to Surat, the 
President and Council wrote to Madras (3 June^ 1659)1 ordering 

iiki WM IficpL m nomihat cnpiiwmcnt tmiiJ Aiui^^b had weewded in 

pinking himsFEf Exciperor {Jadunath SaibirU History 0/ voj. i, 361)- 

^ The Cbmpiiriy, mitit b ih^ewd cyc la butineUp *tnt mit by Ihe iTciPiNirffari lo MadfM 
15 irwi gansp 3 mozinzi,^ ihelta* to be Hid ’ ep mir Pia»l ptolhti oa ihey imagineil 

ttiat tiic nn in Indtl wEwld OIuh a gfcal dctniaid for such 
' ^ hiemomndkim QD the dispote over iht junk, naw in the O.C, sctm* ii», 1873). 

This xs itmigned and uadatbd^ thsuRh the meiitiatL dI dumberkoj^hlhwd shawm that it 
was wilueri niter Mflrch^ j66^ Cah hu printed k verbatim {with a lew omlssiom) 
in his I of Oid Aiodrnf (val, i+ ji, 1^84), 
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that full restitution should be made without delay, and adding 
that they had advised Mir Jumla that these directions had been 
given. Winter, in a letter to Madras of 12 July, declared that he 
had offered to restore the junk to Johnson, on condition ol being 
compensated for all that he had spent upon her; but without 
authority from Chamber, Johnson would have nothing to do with 
the business, as he had contended all along that it did not concern 
the existing Stock. 

The Nabobs agents arc incessantly demanding the juncke of 
us. Wee still disclaime the accion, it belonging not to this Com¬ 
panies accompt and utterly disowned by them. 

Thus wrote the Masulipatam factors to Surat on 15 June, adding 
that Winter justified his title to the junk by a bill of sale in his 
possession, signed by Green hill and Chamber. Two days later they 
reminded the last-named that he had sent them no positive order 
to demand or receive the junk from Winter, or to recover from him 
the 1,500 old pagodas which he had undertaken to pay for her. 
Chamber still endeavoured to place the blame on Winter, aJJeging 
(letter to Bengal, so July) that he had undertaken, when buying 
the junk, to secure the Company from all resulting damages (an 
assertion which Winter hotly denied) ; as for making any payment 
to Mir Jumla, he declared that this would only encourage him to 
advance fresh demands, for * he will be never contented '. 

The matter still dragged on, and at last the Surat Council sent 
a letter to Fort St, George (12 October), peremptorily ordering that 
the junk should be handed over, and that any money it might be 
necessary to pay to the Nawab should be recovered from Greenhill’s 
estate ; if Winter had paid for the vessel, the amount was to be 
refunded to him ; if he refused to surrender her, possession was to 
be taken by force. This part of the programme could not in any 
case be carried out, for Winter had sent the junk on a voyage to 
the eastwards; and no attempt w^as made to adjust matters in 
other respects. Chamber was evidently in a defiant mood ; perhaps 
because the Surat letter had hinted an intention to hold him 
personally responsible. At the beginning of November he and his 
colleagues wTotc to the Bengal factors that nothing could be done 
until they knew the Nawiab's utmost demands, in order that the 
settlement might be final; and advising them to warn him that, 
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U he took any action there to the prejudice of the Company, you 
had power to vindicate your selves as Agent GreenhiU hath done 
This truculent tone seems to have been adopted on the strength 
of rumours that .Mir Jumla had met with disaster in his military 
operations; but these reports were untrue, and to the recipiimts 
of the letter, acutely conscious of the power of the offended Nawab, 
such advice, tendered from the security of Fort St. Gcoi^e, must 
have seemed a bitter mockery. Strangely enough, the Surat 
Council, though better informed as to the course of events in 
Bengal, acquiesced in the shelving of the question. Writing to 
Madras on 20 December, they said that they could give no direc¬ 
tions about negotiating further with the Nawab 'till wee hearc 
from our friends in the Bay One reason for this suspension of 
action seems to have been a fear of a double settlement of Mir 
jumla extorting satisfaction from the Bengal factors, while restitu¬ 
tion was at the same time being made upon the Coast. 

Meanwhile Winter's position as a private individual competing 
with the Company's servants in their trading operations had led 
to a sharp correspondence between the Surat Council and Agent 
Chamber, whom they suspected of favouring Winter, and ivho 
certainly showed no readiness to take any steps against him. 
We have already noted the determination of the Company to 
put an end to competition of this kind, and the measures which 
the President and Council bad accordingly taken at Surat and 
other places under their immediate jurisdiction. They were not 
less vigorous in dealing with offenders elsewhere ^ and in the c-ise 
of Winter they were stimulated by complaints from Masulipatam 
that he was impeding the factors' operations at that port. 
On II August they addressed a remonstrance to the offender, 
admonishing him In a not unfriendly tone ‘ to forbcare such unhand¬ 
some actionsand expressing a hope that on reflection he would 
adopt a more reasonable attitude. A letter sent at the same time 
to Madras was more vigorous in its language. 

11 Mr. Winter doe not forbearc, uppon a civcU warning, then 
(as premcncioncd) we order you to ceisc uppon him and his estate, 
sending him home to England, there to answer these his mis¬ 
demeanours. And this wee require you not to fade of, as you 
respect the Companies commarids and W'arrant that whatsoe ro 
you, or any other of their servants, act of this nature, they will 
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bcare them harmless (which arc the words of their commission unto 
us and you ); which we hope you will not failo in performance, 
for 'tis insufferable that the pow'cr of a single person of the same 
nation should affront and impede the Companies affaires, as we 
arc credibly informed he doth. 

Winter himself seems to have been by no means desirous of 
coming into conflict with the Company’s representatives. He was 
still anxious to go home, and was well aware that trouble might 
await him there, if he pushed matters too far. Writing on 15 August 
to Madras, he took up the attitude of a much maligned individual. 
The trouble at Masulipatam, he said, was all due to the unreason¬ 
ableness of the factors there. For himself, as soon as objection was 
made to his taking goods on freight in one of his vessels, he had at 
once dispatched her as she was, after vainly offering to abandon 
the voyage if Johnson would take over the goods at prime cost. 
The Company’s factors were quite at liberty to appropriate any 
merchandise bought by him other than that for which he had made 
advances ‘ before the new Companies tyme It was true that he 
had seized and punished some defaulting debtors; but no one 
had authority to prevent him f rom thus recovering what was justly 
due to him. He protested that hitherto he had done his best to 
avoid friction with the Company’s servants; now, however, since 
the Masulipaiam factors had treated him so badly, he was 
<letcrmiDed to stand upon his rights. 

Meanwhile the resentment of the Surat Council at the silence 
of the Fort St. George Agent had been sharpened by the receipt 
of a private letter (dated 4 July) from Trevisa and A Court at 
Masulipatam, in which a suspicion was hinted that Chamber had 
some dark design against the Company’s interests, Their informa¬ 
tion came, they said, from 

a person of creditt, newly come from Madrasse, that desires not to 
be named, though [he] will be ready to testlflc when call’d t her to. 
Hee tells us that Mr. Shinglcr and the rest of the Companies 
servants there arc aoe narrowly watched, and soc many of their 
letters intercepted, that they dare not write the truth of their 
minds to their frdnds ; but many times, when the Agents packetts 
goe, they put in letters quite centra^', to cicarc themselves of 
suspition. And though Mr. Shinglcr, in several letters to us and 
others of his freinds, hath wTittcn that he hath had of late a better 
correspondence with the Agent then formerly (which we know was 
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so£ bad that not only he, but all the new factors there, desired to 
be dismiss and would have returned for England by last shipplng)p 
and though in a generall letter to his frcinds here (whereof you have 
coppie from Metchlepatam) he writes that he had taken care of the 
goodownes [i.c* warehouses] and was willing to continue there in 
that employ me Jitp yet this relator (whom Mr. Shingler writs us 
to beleive) saith that Mr^ Shinglcr bid him tell us by word of 
mouth that he is still soe much abused by the Agent's not giveing 
liim any employment at all, and checking him if he enquire into 
any thing of the Companies affaires, saying he is too inquissitive, 
that, uulessc it be remedied, or he removed^ he will be utterly 
unserviceable to the Company. And this relator confirmcs, upon 
his knowledge, that neither Me Shingler nor any other of the 
Companies servants know more of their affaires then himsdfe 
(who Is a freeman ^}, excepting that Mn Shinglcr samettmes sees 
the letters ; but that all the businesse is managed by blackes and 
the Agents particular servants; which servants (in a generall 
letter from Maddras by last shipps) are nominated and recomonded 
to the Company for imployment there. By which, and his imwilling- 
nesse to entertains a Second of Your Worships election, whom he 
cannot pretend to keepe from businc$$e for unacquainted ness (aa 
he doth Mr Shinglcr^ though an experienced mcrchant)p itseemes he 
meanes to act all in private. And I, Jonathan Trevisap remember 
that^ upon diseourcc of the new commerSp he saidp in hearing of 
mee and of the abovesaid relator, that he could doe the business^ 
by blackes without their helpe^ Next, whereas Captain Midleton, 
being comandcr of the garrison souldiers, ought to have respect 
and obedience from those that [are] under him and countenance 
from those that arc above him, this relator saith that the Agent 
upon scverall petty occasions gives him {in publiquo to) the scorn'^ 
full appellacion of Sirrah; wherby he looseth much of the awe 
that is due from souldicrs to their comandcr We speake not this 
out of any particular favour to the said Captain (for wc could 
heartily wash he could better carry himselfe then we heanc he doth)ji 
but out of a doubt that, he being enured to such slavish termeSp he 
may not be able to command hia menp nor be in a capacity to resist 
such attempts as wc have some cause to doubt may be made to 
the Companies prejudice^* There are some other circumstances 

A inh^LbltajiL of ^Eadr&Si tTUdln^cti hli owd aoroiint ar in ihe local 

frhtpping. ^veml of ihM hncl bMn KithcrlO tolerultd by iht COmpiLnyjH ii^ iinitatiDp cl 
DuUh system nt by which priviteg« given to eokmuis^ 

■ Writing to the Cofflpnny on 35 1O59, Ainifewa [ttid hi^ ijolteaguw hU : 

* William n Court from Veruhrrcwfirc hath advi&cd ua of the fcare thru 

m&y not Only (u Hh ^oth) correspond and niiitiialinifr yrivy te trndcis, but, if hec be impTe^ied 
in his raurXi^ tv Lth Mr. U in ter to I he Fort Elguinit iillut hcrHiir[|;liHh«^ Th^rrore wee 
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which concurr to our jealousy (suspicion}^ hut we forbearc to touch 
farther at present on this unpleasant string; desiring Your Worship 
to keepe this pn>^te^ and make such use thereof as may secme 
best to your more approved judgment. 

The effect of this letter is seen in the stem language in which 
Andrews and his colleagues addressed the Madras Agency on 
7 September^ 1659 i 

Wee are not ignorant o£ the abuses and hinderanccs of the Com¬ 
panies affairs on the Coast of Corromondell ; therforc doe now 
cnorder you speedily to remedy them. And you would doe best 
to proceed in ordefp which, begun at homo^ will the better goe 
abroad and servo for example unto the rest* What the goverment 
of the Fort hath becncp we are not ignorant of, nor what it should 
be. That it hath bcene very disorderly is too apparent; what it 
should bep all wise men know\ Firstp thatp as the feare of God is 
the begfning of wisdomCp soe to begin with His service in practice, 
which as in particulars will demonstrate it seJfe, soe in the gencralL 
That noe business which concemes the Honourable Company but 
be acted by the Agent and Councelh not by one but ^vith the joint 
consent of all. Wee doe it herOp and desire you to follow it there ; 
that as others signe the letters besides the Agent, soe they may 
know what goods are bought and sould for accompt of the Honour¬ 
able Company; for the Agent is not absolutOp and therfore we 
expect you that you should act according to reason, not will. 

... Our masters will have little cause to approve of your wisdomes, 
when you take soe little care of their affaires that it appears plainly 
you favour others and your owne more then thcires; which wo 
desire you suddenly to remediCp least we doe it in a way will not 
please you. For as it behooves us, and [we] ate comanded, soe 
we shall act, and will not be frighted with greate w ordes, or bribed 
with any gaineSp to abuse our trust and dishonour our honourable 
employers. The reason of our thus writing is the constant com¬ 
plaints of all cheifes of factories of Mr Edward Winter, as also 
your countenancing of him ; or eke how dare he come to the Fort 
ivith two shipps lading of goods, to dispose as he ploaseth, to the 
prejudice of our masters proffitt by the making sale of soe many 
comodityes (that are forbidden by them) unto comanders of shipps, 
as marriners ? ^ . They have by their comission given the 

(m formerly pmumdoti'd) hnv? order to prevent it, and und hotne Mr+ WlIEuun 

a Courtl letter for Vour pcnuall OnA toniddmtioti; that Mri- Winter^ 

who U impudently ahuBCfi your servants there, by hioisdfo and hy bis brother And 
nnd hkiderl your trade at sea and ashore by hr* ’resoilea, may on the iveKi years shipping 
ipve on accompt of hU actions unto Vnur Borwurs/ A Court’? leltcr »«nis ta have been dated 
I Jdy, ifijj (kc O.C. 28|7). 
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President, comandcd the privdddges graunted them in their 
charter to be preserved ; which is by the keeping, as maintaining, 
the whole trade of India unto and by themselves. The former 
bein® hindered and themselves abused by diverse of our nation 
that^are resident in your parts, we require you to see this their 
commission performed r to force all such to forbeare tradeing in 
any coinedityes which arc named in the Honourable Companies 
contracts ; likwisc that noe persons, masters, or pilates, or others 
more or less capable of the marriners art, be permitted to se^e 
anyperson or persons but the Honourable Company in their shipping 
or on their occasions ; and that, if any shall disobey this command 
of our masters, graunted unto them, as by former charter, soc in 
this new charter, by the supreanie authority of our nation, then 
you are to ceaze on their shipps and estates, sending them home 
to give accompt of their actions to the Honourable Company. 
A declaracion we have sent unto you, and another unto Metch- 
lepatan, desiring you to read it in a place of concourse, that all our 
ownc nation and others may understand the contents, and afterward 
paste it upp in a publicke place that none may plead ignorance. 

Feeling that it was hopeless to expect effective assistance from 
Chamber, Andrews and his colleagues sent at the same time in strut* 
tions to the Masulipatam factors to sciae Winter and his estate. 

We are not ignorant of the sway that Mr. Edward Winter carries 
in your partes, Therfore, upon the receipt of these, advize with the 
most of secrecy which may be the best way to intrapp him; for 
we fcarc by force he will not be overpowered, you not being able 
to make so much. Therfore it must be done by surprisall on board 
Shipp j and to encourage all commanders and officers of shipps to 
assist you, you may shew them this clause of our order, acquainting 
them (as we doe you) that whatsoo're you act of this nature, or as 
hereafter is advised, the Honourable Compauiy have warranted 
both us and you (as them) harmless and indempnified. . , , As wc 
would have you in this affaire to proceed with secrecy, soe to all 
elcc use justice and follow order; for we suppose, he being seized 
on and without dispute sent home (acquainting our masters with 
his crimes, leave him there to answer), the rest will fall in pccces. 
We have writen to the Agent to take care of our masters affaires 
ns to the gencrall of interlopers, that they be suppressed ; but this 
we commend unto you, hoping that by yourdilllgence and eourradgo 
you will bring it to pass; and have ordered the Agent to give 
comission to all comanders of the Companies shipps to scizo on all 
English merchants or marriners trading in India, not being the 
Honourable Companies servants and without our pass. The same 
we shall practice here. 
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A dctlaratioQ was enclosed for publication * but this was not 
to be done until aftor the apprehension of Winter, ‘ least he be 
forearmed as well as forewarned They went on : 

We are resolved none shall drive any trade there to the prejudice 
of our masters, if all the power we can make will prevent it* The 
reason formerly that it was not put in practice was the hopes that 
men w^oiild be rationall and conforme themselves to the orders of 
superiors; and therfore till now have been silent. If Agent Cham¬ 
bers doth not obey our orders in this particular, advise us^ and we 
shall quickly remedye it. 

A postscript explains that only Winter and his estate should 
be sent home. In the case of others their goods should be seized^ 
but not their persons^ ^ unless met at sea "p when they should be 
taken out of any vessel and carried home with their goods. 

These instructions met with no better success than the orders 
sent to Rajapur for the apprehension of Revington. Wc may well 
believe that the MasuHpatam factors felt some repugnance to use 
deceit against a fellow^-countryman wdth whom they wctc on more 
or less friendly terms ; while probably an excuse was found in the 
want of opportunity and a hope that the dispute would bo settled 
in a more amicable fashion. 

Apparently the Fort St. George Agency had already taken some 
action before the receipt of the reiterated instructions from Surat; 
for on 28 September the Masulipatam factors^ writing to Madras, 
reported that, in obedience to Chamber's orderSp they had stopped 
Samuel Cropley and Francis Yardley, two of the interlopers, from 
making a voyage to Pegu* They objected^ howevefp to seizing 
Cropley and sending him to Madras, as they had been instructed 
to do, since it would be unfair to treat him so rigorouslyp while 
leaving Winter unmolested. 

On 12 October another letter, rather milder in tone, w^as addressed 
from Surat to Madras, dealing not only with Winter's liability in 
the matter of Mir Jumla's junk, but his delay in settling accounts 
with the Company for the 1638 investment This outstanding debt 
Chamber was directed to realize 

By faire or foule means ; not to pro and con to noc purpose: 
for though might in justice is not to overcome right, yet right and 
might joined arc to gett possession of their owne. * , . In short we 
finde Mr* Winter by report on all hands not to be suffered to 
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rcinainc in the countrjf any longer, upon any pretence of debts 
he saith he hath to gett in, but that he suddenly cleare the Honour- 
able Companies accompts of both Stocks and goc home fairly 
without being forced; for ’tis he only that encouraged others to 
the practice of trade in the country, soe much to the loss of our 
masters. 

In a po^Ucfjpt, dealing witU a Madras ktter just received* it was 
kid down that for the future none but the Company’s ships were to 
be allowed to trade to Achin* Bancam^ or elsewhere. 

You suffering noe private man^s shipp of our nacion whatsoever 
to voiage to and fro^ neither to the ports the Honourable Company 
trade not unto, as well as ivhcre they doe ■ nay, not suffer Bannians 
or Moores [vessels] (e^ccept the Kings) to trade at the ports the 
Company dothp to their prejudice. The Dutch doe not* and ’why 
wee ? Tis out practice here, and twill be the better for our masters 
proffitt that you doe it there also. 

To the Masulipatam factors Andrews and his colleagues wrote 
the follo’wing day t 

Wee hope w'hat desired of you jointly in reference to Mr* Winter 
is executed; and then HwilJ not be enough for him to say the 
Honourable Company must stay till his jounke come from Acheene* 
but his estate shall make good the Honourable Companies loss, 
that can be proved he hath caused; and not to thinke to brave it 
out with nonsence, or those about him that can ’w^rite sence; for 
he being once sent out of the countryg all the rest will foilo’W* and 
shall. 

To Winter himsolf, who had evidently sent a eondliatory reply 
to the previous letter from Surat, the President and Council wrote 
(13 October)* acknowledging that his explanations were " in the 
generaJI civclland plausible^ but declaring that the evidence before 
them left them no option but to conclude that * the Honourable 
Company have noe greater enimy then yourselfe* according to 
your power ^ They did not wnsh to be hard upon him but the 
instructions from home were imperative and they must obey them. 

By 29 November it was known at Surat that the instructions 
sent to Masulipatam regarding Winter had not been carried out. 
Writing ihithcr, the Council said t 

Wc are ecnciblc that what we have cnordcred concerning 
Mr* Winter and other interlopers must not be acted rashly; 
as also of your dcLaies and disobedience ; which required you* 
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after receipt of otir letter, to consult and contrive how our intenciort 
might be ^xccuted^ .and not put oil till we know not what and 
whose ships arrive ; in the meane time you, Mr. Johnson, feasting 
with him on board the Jdveniitre. Such practices of shewing 
two faces, one to us here and another to him there, to our masters 
prejudice, we shall soone remedie ; if you the Moner conforme not 
yourselves unto what is desired, and that all his ships, or any other 
that are belonging to any English out of the Honourable Companies 
service, are not the sooner seised on, we will send some that shall 
doe it; not only their ships and estates at sea, but their estates on 
shoar also. Let them trade cither to Pegu, Maldivas, or any other 
place in India, ’tis the Companies order they shoold be seized on 
for their use ; and without disputing, we once more require you 
to act it, being 'tis noe more then their charter warrants them to 
comand to be executed. 

But Winter had already decided to contest no longer. On 
^ Noventber he wrote to Madras, requesting permission to carry 
home his wife and estate in one of the Company’s ships, he paying 
freight on the usual terms and being assured that the Company 
would not interfere with his goods on arrival; if room could not 
be found in this season's ships, he desired leave to fit up one of 
his own vessels for that purpose against the following year, and an 
assurance that he should not then be hindered from leaving, nor 
molested on reaching England. Such an assurance could not be 
given, and Chamber appears to have returned an unfavourable 
reply to Winter's other requests, though the Masulipatam factors, 
who had now become reconciled to him, urged compliance with 
his demands, as a good way of getting rid of him. However, in 
the early part of January, 16G0, Winter embarked in the Martgffld 
and proceeded to Madras, where he soon came to terms with the 
Agent about the money due from him on account of the ifisS 
investment. This arranged, he was allowed to continue his voyage 
to England in the same vessel, paying for his passage and the 
freight of his goods. He had already, it seems, promised the Masuli¬ 
patam factors that the Nawab’s junk should be surrendered to them 
on her return to that port. Thus the long dispute came to an end, 
so far as the factors in India were concerned. 

Besides the Miirign^ld, the Merchant's Dtligkt and the Mayji/m/er 
sailed , for England from Madras in January, 1660. We know 
that they carried three letters from the Agent and Council to the 
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Companyi but none of these is extant. The two former vessels 
reached home the following August; the fate of the third is related 
in a subsequent chapter. 

The long dispute had left a soreness between the Madras 
faetors and their superiors at Surat, as is evidenced by sundry 
passages in a letter from the President and CouneJl, dated 
20 December^ 1659 : 

Wee take notice of the proJffession you make of observance, but 
withall [are] sensible in what manner it is- which wee shall en* 
dcavour to remedye.... Wee see plainly how you worke togeathcr 
for the worat and not for the best. Private dcsignes, pretend what 
you will, puts aside those whieh might take plaec to the Honourable 
Companies advantage. . . . Twas not the dating of a letter that 
troubled you, but twas the telling you of what was truly informed 
us^ and hope you will reforme. 

Evidently Chamber and his colleagues had insinuated that 
Andrem, while pressing for the vigorous enforcement elsewhere 
of the Compemy^s orders regarding interlopers, was tolerating the 
employment of Englishmen in private vessels at Surat; for the 
letter continues: 

Wee have not any shipp here belonging to any English, or wherein 
to our knowledg any English have share; only three vessells that 
are our brokers, unto which wee have spared some English to sale 
them, but now intend to take them all out, haveing occasion to u^e 
them for the Companies service more immediatly. 

Another clause in the Madras letter had equally given offence: 

You say wee should viodicate the honour of the Presidencye, 
Wee shall not retume you answeare in your owne dialect, but 
resolve to send the clause home unto the Honourable Company to 
vindicate us; for wee resent it as tis, being you are so confident 
to bid us to be more cautious that have the command of all factoryes 
of English sent out by the Honourable East India Company* 

The letter concluded with some home news just received : 

Wee are advised of strange alterations in England, as that the 
Protectour is deposed and confined, allowed 20,000/. per annum, 
his mother 8,ooof,, and the Lord Fleetwood made Generali of the 
armyc ; the old Parliament reinstated, and acting as presently after 
the kings death. This wee have rumours on. When tis confirmed, 
shall acquaint you* 
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The trading operations of the Company’s servante in Bengal 
during this year were carried on under the gravest disadvantages, 
owing to the eivil war that was desolating that province and the 
ill-wilt displayed towards them by Mir Jumla, who was m command 
of Atirangzcb’s forces ; added to which, for the greater part of the 
period the factors were without a head, for (as we have seen) 
Trevisa, on w’hom the post of Agent had devolved owing to the 
death of Gawton, was an unconscionable time in taking up his 
duties. After reaching Madras in October, 165S, he lingered for 
some time there, and again at Masulipatam, alleging want of 
opportunity for a passage to Bengal and the necessity of waiting 
for money to provide presents. Thus it w'as not until 23 August, 
1659, that he arrived at Balasore, and then he did not proceed to 
llugli (his head-quarters) until November. 

Meanwhile the merchants on the spot had laden and dispatched 
the various vessels which, as already noted, had been sent on from 
the Coromandel Coast to seek part at least of their lading in Bengal. 
The views of the Company regarding the merchandise to be pro* 
v'ided there are given in a letter of 28 January, iG 59 ' The place of 
honour is naturally accorded to saltpetre, for the purchase of which 
5,ooof.was to be remitted annually to Patna, where, it was stated, 
that commodity could be bought at rates 40 or 50 per cent, cheaper 
than at HOgli. To Kasimbaear 4,ooof. was to be sent each year, 
for Investment in raw silk, taffetas, and cotton yam. The prices 
anticipated there were about 9s. per piece for taffetas* and 5^. or 
dd. per lb. for cotton yam; and the factors were warned to see 
that, in the case of the former, the warp as well as the woof was 
boiled before dyeing. The taffetas, it was added, would be gummed 
in England, and would then be as glossy as Italian silks. Any spare 
space in the ships was to be utilized for sugar (for sale on the 
Coromandel Coast), turmeric, cowries, and rice. In order to provide 

» Kca «fit« ficun Kfii-inibaiAr at Mardi, 1659. that Imb 
4 rupees 8 anivis m 4 riipwa u annw Enjdi. and aWl ones rupees a ifflrt; lalk, 

ftaAy wound ^ mu about 3 rupees T i ai]tt» per seer. Is a subMcpaent letter <4 April) be give? 
lUt amoum at tbui factnry darinfi 165a rupw. The stKk in 

Ifcngal an fche Mlnwioj; year vuls (letter d 3^ Nov, 1655). 
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cargoes in good time, authority givoo to purchase yearly 
8,000-10,000 pieces of long talfetas, 5^000 pieces of narrow, Soo tons 
of saltpetre (at about 6f. per ton), 700 tons of sugar, 100 bales of 
silk (at 90-100 rupees the maund), 400 bales of cotton yam (in 
short skeins and not cross-reeled), 30 tons of turmeric, 1,000 pieces 
of * adatay sannocs \ 2,000 of * sannoes Harrapore and as much 
cinnamon as could be procured. 

As in the case of the previous year, a considerable number of 
private letters from one factor to another have found their way 
into the official collection,* In one of these {21 Sept, 1659) 
Sheldon presses for a sample of tea to send home to England : 

I must desier you to procure the chaw, if possible. I care not 
what it cost. Tis for a good uncle of mine, Dr. Sheldon, whorae 
some body hath perswaded to studdy the divinity of that her be, 
leafe, or what els it is ; and I am soe oblig'd to satisfy his curlousity 
that I could willingely undertake a viage to Japan or China to doe it. 

His correspondent answered that he had already endeavoured 
to obtain some from a Portuguese merchant at Bandel, but had 
been assured that there was no tea for sale, cither among the 
Portuguese or the Dutch. To this Sheldon replied (ii Oct) : 

For Gods sake, or badd, buy the cha’w, if to be sold. Pray 
favor me likewise with advise what tis good for, and how to be us’d. 
Mr, Kon tells me we did not order ours at Casnabu^ar right; and 
it may well be, for 1 thlnkc it disordred all us. 

The sequel i^ not recorded ; but, as tea ’was on sale in London 
at this period (or shortly after), it may be presumed that Dr, Sheldon 
had no difficulty in gratifying his curiosity. 

Other letters deal with literary topics. The most erudite member 
of the fraternity seems to have been Thomas Davies, a factor at 
HQgli, whose possession of a collection of Greek books is mentioned 
in a letter of 5 February. His stilted style is shown in a letter of 
17 March, addressed to Pickering, in the course of which he says : 

Sir, Your owne disavowing an ability, or rather not desiring, 
to compliment will, 1 hope, alwaies for the future plcadc with you 
an excuse for my Dorick dialect, 

* SSnuf (tM p. jag) fniiD EUrihiirpiii. ' Adntnys * came (rom Uw mmt ne^boiaflKHd 
(VAleniyi3p Oud M Num Otufi-lmiitn, vol. v, p. 159)^ 

* Extrtct* rrcpEA lOEtHf at them Kuw bm publiihetl by Sir ilniry Yule m bis Diofy aj 
WUliamntdgfit. 
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To which Pickering replied (23 March) : 

Sir, Your Dorick dialect trancends my iatellect. I beesecch you, 
therfore, lett your next bee in a language intelligible, for I beleive 
all Pattanah affords not a lexicon. 

Ken, however, was not so irreverent, and he writes to Davies 
with an unfailing deference that was evidently sincere ; witness 
this note of 2 March : 

1 desire you would ever abase your atile, that I might bee in 
a capacity of corresponding ; for to the height of this you now write 
I shall never bee able to soare, except my unfledg’d wings are 
strength ned by the w'armth of your understanding. 

Later (21 May) he tiegs Davies to lend him Seneca’s EpisUes ; 
and five days after he desires to know his opinion of 

Mr Hobbs his booke of Humane Nature,^ In my small intellect, 
it is the only thinge I ever saw that was truth; and if by you 
comended, I am resolv’d never more to reade any bookes but the 
Bible and the mathematiques, all antiquity cither having bene 
etroneus in fundamental Is, or wee in this latter age h^v<j bene unfor- 
tunate in the loss of their knowledge, 

Davies’s reply has not been preserved; but Ken (14 June) is 
fervid in his admiration of his correspondent’s wisdom : 

I ncedc not Senecacs Epistles nor Balzacks * Letters where you 
are pleased to comunicate your minde by writing,... Nevertheless, 
you will oblidge mco much to send it [the Setuca] by the next 
boato and the rather because you mention annotations and, 
being yours, 1 am greedy after the sight of them. As for Hobbs, 
if I Tnistsikc notp his L^jQikiXfi and some others^ are indeode 
misterious enough; but that small treatise I mencioned is (if I 
may soc speake) naturall philosophy demonstrated logically and 
mathematically. 

Evidently Davies was flattered by his young disciple’s en¬ 
thusiasm ; but he replied with affected modesty (20 June): 

As for those embryos of my braine, or rather those budds and 
biossomes of my heart, my letters which 1 frequently send you, 
I never canne thinkc 'em in any other respect to be valued but 
because yours are thereby occasioned. . . , What thoughts were 
created in me by your discourse of Hobbs were the mcerc shaddow 

' ThU was Naiurt. er thr FundanenUit BnaMlt cf PtUfy, b]f lie nlebctitcd 

Thonyu lIobb«F publiibcd in 1630. 

* Jciin Louis GufE, Sinir dc BaLac ™ a pflpulur authot o[ Qie dpy* 
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of your substance* I shall thiJikc I sufficiently oblige the 

world by being the post against which you strike your pregnant 
he d (like Jove) to produce your Minervas. 

On 14 October Ken writes to his ' deare tutour * : 

To my sadness you are burragCp to my itielancholly heHeborCj 
and to my whole body Dn Burton {or Democritus Junior Your 
letters fill mcc with the streames of AganippC'S font/ I am maddc 
With my sclfe I am not like you. But it won't bee i 

Others of these letters strike a less serious note, HcrOj for 
instance, is one from Henry Aldworth, dated at Rajmahal, i Feb, 

1659' 

Mr. Chamberlayne and Mr. Charnock are gocing tomorrow for 
Pattana. Mr Charnocke, for the quicke dispatch of his voyage, 
is now cutting of his hajre, and intends to enter into the Moores 
fashion this day, 1 would have sent you one of his lockes too kcepe 
for a antique, but Mr, Chamberlaync hath promised to doe ft. 

Evidently it wa^ not unusual for the English merchants, when 
travelling up country^ to adopt Indian dress, as being at once 
nnore comfortable and less conspicuous than their ordinary habit. 

Chamberlain, it appears, had been down at BaJasore seeing to 
the dispatch of the ships, and was now repairing to his post at 
Patna. KeUj who had been also at Balasore, returned likewise to 
his station at Kasimbazar. According to Pjckering^ one of their 
troubles was the demand made by the Dutch upon their hospitality. 
He writes from that factory in the middle of February : 

When 1 am sober, 1 may unhappily bee so vaine as to conceit 
I can write sense ■ but now 1 make affidavit against it. Wee are 
so pester'd with the visits gf the Belgians (i.e. Dutch] that wee are 
forc'd dayly to send them home in couples like rabbitts in dorcors/ 
When any thing is worthy the enforming you^ it shall not escape 
my bamboo pen. At present this place is so barren of novells 
(news]^ it affords not a line. * . * If your comprador^ can find any 
achar ^ or fish sable,^ you will oblige us by sending a little. 

Later Davies arrived on a visit to what he describes (13 March] as 

Mr, Ken's chank and mudd [house?] at Cassembazar; wherc^ 
if there had beene but two more of as strong an appetite as mysclfcj 

* Robert til* author of Tkt Aju£(Htty of Mfhfuheiy, U5«i this picvdonym, 

* A fountain it ilw fiKt of Mount Efclicmi, sttcr^ id tbf 

■ DotaereA^, of * tiouso iieainud (port, c^tprador, * a Luytr '). 

* * IV ii'hu rub^ TV nmw here ^iven cornea from the Fiirf. vnxL 
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wee had made an absolute famine for a fortnight. ... 1 am at 
present forct to be content with the Prophets furniture: a cott, 
a table, a stoolc, and a candicstickc. 

But entries such as those %vc have cited are comparatively 
infrequent. The ntass of the correspondence is devoted to graver 
topics, especially the civil war which, throughout the year, was 
desolating Bihar and Bengal, and jncidcntally stopping the trade 
of the English merchants and even threatening their personal 
safety. A letter from the fialasorc factors to Madras, dated 
J3 February, 1659, expressed a hope that the year would prove 
to be as quiet as the preceding one; but this expectation'— 
except perhaps as regards Balasore itself—was soon disappointed. 
Already, as mentioned in the same letter, rumours were prevalent 
that 

The Prince of Bengala was gotten within some 15 dayes journey 
ol Agra; but being unformed that the sonne of Oramaeeb [i.e. 
Sultan Muhammad] was comeing upon him with a powcrfull armey, 
he retreated backe to a great fort called Alabas, w^hich formerly 
belonged to Dorosccorc [Bira Shikoh], the eldest sonn of the 
Mogul!, which w'as lately delivered to this Prince, where wee 
understand he resides; which is about 53 dayes march beyond 
Pattana. 

The story about the surrender of Allahabad incorrect, as is 
acknowledged in a later letter from the same place. The ‘ Prince 
of Bengal a ’ was of course Shah Sbuja (Shah Jahan’s second son), 
whose share in the contest for the throne has already been recorded. 
His defeat at Kbajwah is referred to in a letter from Balasore of 
2 March, 1659: 

This Prince of Bengalah hath received a very great overthrow,r 
and this day came newes that he was retreated into Fattana, 
not for a aeige, and Oramzeeb his sonn was with an army of 3 o,ooo 
horse within three dayes march of Pattana, pursueing him; whose 
force this prince is not able to resist, but must rctreatc still. Here, 
as wee conceive, in these parts are no forts or cittyes of strength 
to resist a potent enemy, 

■ Aivotim Idler tfojn dated 15 December^ 1659^ saya iMt SbSih SKuja lost m 

lbi3 baitle about i^jooa dh^p and iliuit ibc ^thicftEi DCtAfiiQdi hifi ovrithiow by 
a itraUStECHi of war whiiih they use hertj Ef^H^arE£E made *( b&mbooa {more deij|iCTaie by 
fiurj m they reporEi I ben gTanBdpcs)> which hh rnenain vtm Htll provided with> and hee 
gn hid parte had hut [tw 
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It IS added that people at Balasorc show great uneasiness about 
Shuja’s defeat, 

traffique and peaceable tymes then for 
any love or respect to him. / » ^ur 

Shuja had fled along the Ganges valley, first to Patna, and then 
to Monghyr, which was reached on 19 February. 1659.1 He was 
closely followed by the imperial forces under SultSn Muhammad 
(Aurangaeb’s eldest son) and ftlir JumJa, the latter being really in 
c a^e of the derations. Chamberlain, who reached Patna on 
ti rebruary, writes nine days later that 

toSrd (oTW^,d 

las^rSugSrS’ 

letters have not been preserved ; but 

-ire Jumb’s anger against the English 

are refl«tcd in the correspondence between Balasorc and Madras. 

hil* j ? the factors at the former place report that they 
have heard from Chamberlain that Sultan Muhammad and MTr 
J^Ia reached Patna two days after Shah Shuja had quitted the 
aty. I^armng that Mir Jumla had been made Governor of tlic 
reiT*^' Chamberlain paid him two visits, and found him full of 
^ntment on account of the treatment he had received in the 
Jitter of his junk-. The factors fiarcd that he would retaliate by 
stopping their trade; but in any case the purchase of saltpetre at 
Patna w^ for the time out of the question. The merchants had 
fled on the approach of the contending amiics r white, should they 

'f Xtt f^ine into the 

-a appears that Chamberlain's second visit 

a^ M- 7 7 day on which Sultan Muhammad 

|i present costing 600 rupees, and solicited 

his dustickc* (to say. license) for traffique; which present was by 

Pers. das^ak, a (Asf or ptfnnii* 
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him Jn scorns refused, sinswering that he would not accept any thing 
from the English by way of guift (who were tio better then pyratts 
and robbers) before he received full satisfaccion for the losse of his 
ship and goods taken from him at the Coast; witball affirming 
that he did him 3 great favour th^t he had not seized upon what 
effects was there of the Englishes and deteyning their persons 
pn^ners; admiring with what face the English (considering their 
accjons to him) could appeare before him. Mr. Chamberlaine in the 
meane tyme endeavouring to possessc him with a beleife that wee 
were perticulcr [i.c, private] people and divided from them of the 
Coast, and that there [was] no reason wee should suffer for what 
[was] perpetrated by others; but in ho persisting still that 
w’ee were all one Company, or at leastwise English, who would of 
them be paid wheresoever he found them; rcsolveing not to Jett 
any goods be carryed by any English from Pattana before he be 
satisfied. 


Chamberlain was at last forced to undertake that the Coast 
factors would return the junk to the Kawab’s agents there, or make 
him satisfaction otherwise; and that this arrangement should he 
confirmed from the Coast within four and a half months from that 
date.^ He wrote at once to Balasore, urging the factors to press 
the Madras Agent to take the necessary action to fulfil the agree- 
m^nt. 

j^other letter from BaJasore of 12 April reports that the Im¬ 
perialists had made a turning movement through the hills, witJi 
the result that they had forced Sh^h Shuja to evacuate .MonghjT 
(6 March) and to continue his retreat eastwards. 

Meirjumbela with half of this army came from Pattana downc 
to Mongcrc, where the Prince of Bcngala was; and in the interim 
Sultan Mamood with the other halfc of the army fetched a large 
circumference through the woods to come on this side of the said 
Mongcre. The issue of what at present knownc is that Mongers 
by the Meirjumbela is taken, the Prince of Bengala retreating 
within five leagues of Rojamaul, and Sultan Mamood come to 
Burdwaync,’ some 50 leagues from Ballasore, some 25 leagues from 
Cassanbazar, and some 40 leagues from Rojamaul. So that now 
the countiy is lost to the Prince of Bengala, his enemies being in 
the hart of it; and the next newes wee expect to hearc 1$ of his 


' 'Hu Itlttr of 1 j Dtcrmlwr alrndy mriidoiiKl hji thttt, by the nwdidtfoD af 

fticiKta, Chwaberlam obtwnul from the Kawab ■ a ticeiuse to uadt in Ftuumafa'. 

> tt KciM doubtful, from Prefeswi SaTkut** fuLtniiive. wbethcr the impcriul troops fam, 
u far wutjj jui ^ ^ 
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fiight to Deccn [Dacca?], where he cannot he intercepted among 
the hills and rocks; only he may continue to be a thorne in the 
sides of the people of these parts, when the raines are over, by in¬ 
truding againe. 

This success made it aU the mote urgent to pacify the powerful 
Nawab; and so the Balasorc factors again urged Chamber to 
settle the claim about the junk* and to forward * authentique 
papers signed by the Mdrjumbelservants there, which is his 
desire for his satisfaceJon 

A second turning movement through BlrbhflTn so alarmed Shah 
Shuja that he decided to quit Rijmahal and place the Ganges 
between him and hb pursuers. Writing on 30 April, the Balasore 
factors declare that Sult^ Muhammad and Mir jumla had entered 
that city about twenty-two days earlier. 

The Prince of Bcngala. with his w^omcn and all the boats there¬ 
abouts. haveing before hand wuthdrawne himselfe* with what army 
he had left (which [we] conceive not above S.ooo horse) on the other 
side of the Gangees opposite to Rojamaul. where he hath encamped 
himselfe, and dayly hres off his great gunns into the citty. but to 
little purpose. By his ccizing and manning of the boats he hath as 
yett the comaund of Gan gees ^ so that Sultan Mamood cannot 
gett over to him. What stratagems he w^ill use to effect the con¬ 
quest wrec know not. which must (if this ycare) be done before the 
raine comes. It was not by any here expected that the Prince of 
Ben gala, after hb lossc of Rojamaul, should have stayed any 
longer, but should have fled directly for Decca. which borders on 
Arracan; but it seemes he vvili trye the utmost first, and can but 
fly at the last. The misery of all is to the natives and people 
tradcing here; both armies now lying soe nearc, and their daily 
bickering causeth a stopp on all sides of trade. 

The factors add that, according to generaJ report Mir Jumla 
is to be left at Rojamaul Governour of Bengali and Oriza; so that 
wee shall be all under his comand. Sultan Mamood and the 
Nabob Mcirjumbcla are about some :20*ooo horsemen, abk ifoorcs, 
all souldiers. Hee had in his campe about 14000 horse of Rash- 
boots, which made up 34000 ; but upon some discontent or other 
a moncth since ^ all the Rashboots left him and are departed to 
their home, which is about Fattana This is as tho report 

goes, 

* Tbc dcl«ctlofi ol ttn Eijpnl ivnttnfitnt tmlly numbered only tbmi ^^>00) 

took plncc iMrards Ihc cud of Unrdi. h dujc to ruipgui 1 tha-i had won ibc beetle 
oE DcorilL 
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As indicated above, Shuja's transfer of his troops to the northern 
bank of the Ganges placed the Imperialists in a difficulty. All the 
boats suitable for transport or for fighting were in the hands of the 
enemy, who had destroyed the rest to prevent their being used. 
Shah Shti)a occupied a strong position at Tanda {about four miles 
west of the ruined city of Gaur), and his troops held aU the likely 
crossings, while his fleet dominated the river. The imperial 
forces were distributed along the opposite bank from Rajmahal 
to Suti, a distance of tw^enty-cight mUcs. The situation is thus 
described in the Balasore letter of 15 December from which we have 
already quoted t 

The Prince of Bengali flying downe as farr as a fort of his c^ed 
MongcrCp soni^ 40 leagues above Rojamaulp hee held that out alittlci 
and so retreated to Rojamaul, his chiefe citty. But finding no 
security there, hee left that also, and passed over the Ganges, w'ith 
what army hee had left, to the opposite part of Rojamaul, and there 
incamped hlmselfc. His enemies, viz. Sultan Mamood and the 
Nabob Mcrjumbeloc, suddenly after his retreat seized upon Roja* 
maul, the Prince of Bengali in the mcatic time playing upon the 
citty from his campe with his great gunns, of which hee \yas 
indifferently well stored and his enemies not any, only a flying 
army of some 50,000 horse. But notwithstanding the Prince of 
Bengalis weakness by land, yet by his seizure of the boats hee 
was master of the Ganges, which gave att present a stop to his 
enemies farther pursuite of their victory ; and withall one accident 
happening w-hich did very much secure the Prince of Bengali from 
any farther flight att present, which was, a sudden rising of the 
waters in the Ganges some 14 daies sooner then customary. Other¬ 
wise its reported, Sultan Mamood and the Merjumbeloe would 
have marched over at a place in the Ganges called Sooty, where 
att the dry season of the yeare it is fofdsbio for hor&c, which if 
they had passed, the Prince most of necessity have fled to Decca, 
the extrearnest border of his kingdome, joyning upon Arracan.here 
not being in all the Bay any fort of consequence, neither will the 
Great Mogull, although his sonne governed in these parts, suffer 
any to be built, for fcare of rebellions of his owne children. Sultan 
Mamood and the Merjumbeloe having gotten so much of Bengali 
and seated in Rojamaul, they were esteemed m a manner as con- 
querours of the countrey. So they devided themselvs, finding 
the waters risen and the rains come. Sultan Mamood stayed att 
Rojamaul, and Merjumbeloe came to a place called Sooty, some 
15 leagues on this side Rojamaul, indeavouring to gett what boats 
hee could, and sent Govemours to acvcrall places, as Hughly and 
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Cassembuzar etc. ; but here to Ballasore as yet his power is not 
come. So that the Prince of Bengali had lost all command on one 
side of the rjvefp and had on the other some 40 to 50 leagues 
power by his roving upp and downe with his boats. 

MTr Jumla, as mentioiicd above, bent all his efforts to the collcet- 
mg of boats. Having managed to secure a certain numberi he 
on 3 May sent a force to effect a lodgment on the opposite bank ; 
but Shuja's troops were on the alert, and moat of the assailants 
were killed or captured. This incident is referred to in a letter 
from Edmund Foster at Kasimb^^ (S May): 

The newes of this place at present is that the Mcrjunibler have 
lost about 1000 men with goeing to fitt with Sussuaw [Shah Shuja] 
by watcFp they beeing in small boates and the others in jellaros.* 
But hce have sent for all the carpenters hce can gett to make 
boates, and all the boatemen hee can; and likewise doo stopp all 
greatt boates which come downe the river * soe that none can pass 
Muxadavad.* It is likewise reported here Momon Sheriffe^ is to 
bee Governer off Huglcy againe, iff hee bee not alircady; and that 
all the Portuguish are to departe from thence. This 1 su[ppose] 
was done by the Dutch when they went to [visit the ?] Merjumbler, 
they beeing soe much there enemy. [I supjpose, if it lyes in there 
powers, they will doe as much by us. 1 fearc that, if old gray beard 
[Mir Jumla] be not sattisfled for what they at the Coast did ingcr 
him, the buis$ines will not goe w*ell one our ddes this yeare; for 
Mr. Ken was asked by the new Governer of Muxadavad if hee w[3sj 
not afraide to goe sec the Mcrjumblcr, and likewise by a not her 
merchant, which came to the house to by cloth, if the English were 
not sorry that hee is come; but Mr. Ken made the best of it [he] 
could- Hee [Mir Jumla] have likewise sent to the Dutch for all 
there gunners and there doctor. 

Also in a letter from Balasore to Masulipatam on ifl May, 1659 : 

Sultan Mahmood, with part of the army, [isj in Rojamaul; Meir 
Jumbela, with the other part, at Sooty, 15 leaguea on this side 
Rojamau] towards Cassan bazar. The Prince of Ben gal a [is] 
incamped on the other side of the Gangecs, opposite to Rojamaul, 
and hath the commaund of the river, being strong in boats; so 
that Sultan Mahmood nor Mcir Jumbela cannot posse the river. 
Lately they endeavourd, but [were] beaten backe [with a loss?], 
aa report goes, of nigh 1000 men. But Sultan Mahmood is master 

* /dlu or /filk, 0 bo«t. 

* U&bdidAbdd, iht nun« lo 1703) pf iM city of MunhidSibild. 

■ From a, tmter entry it ap[jcari ihat ihli namE ihould be HuhAinmad bharU. 
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of all the country on this stdo, and the other side of the river except 
that place the Prince of Bcngala is encamped m, and the way to 
Deccah. The conquerours have sent severall govemours to townes 
here, and orders to others to acknowledge Oramzeeb ; but as yett 
not reached Bajlasore, but expected; ’which w'hen come, the 
Governour here will willingfly] embrace the surer side. 

The chief hope of the Imperialists for an early success rested upon 
a diversion attempted by DiQd KJiSn, who was in charge of Bih^. 
He had been directed by Aurang^eb to cross the river at Patna 
and march along the northcfrn bank In order to assail Shuja^s right 
wing. Pickering ’writes from Patna on 16 May : 

The Nabob of this place with 5^000 horse are crossing tho river 
to gett on the same side wdth Shashuja. What the event will bee, 
must referr to fate. 

And Chamberlain adds the next day: 

Our Nabob is this day gone over one the other side of tho river ; 
its saydp to encounter with Cojo Muskee [Khwaja Mishkij^ who is 
one of Sawshuja[s] nabob[s] and lyes with some 30 galliars and 
stopps the passagep sor; that not soo much as one dingey ^ can pass 
to the assistance of Sultan Mamood. 

However, the flooded state of the rivers and the strength of Shuja*s 
flotilla put a stop to Baud Kh^^s progress, and he ’was forced to 
halt opposite Bhagalpur. Here he remained until towards the dose 
of the year. 

Meanwhile, the tide of battle having rolled away to the east¬ 
wards, trade had been resumed at Patna, and Chamberlain had 
made a contract for over 20,000 maunds of saltpetre, at an average 
price of i rupee z annas per maund of 75 lb. This is mentioned in 
a Balasoro letter to Madras of iS May; and the factors go on to 
remark that, unlcs the Imperialists should succeed in forcing 
a passage across the river and routing Sh^ Shuja, there would 
be little chance of bringing the saltpetre down the river, as usual ; 
it might possibly be carried overland to Suti and there embarkedp 
but otherwise it would have to be transported to Hugh by land, 
at great expense- Even if the river passage were made available, 
there would be a difficulty in procuring the necessary boats, so 
many having been burnt by Shah Shuja and the remainder having 
been requisitioned by Sultan Muhammad. 

^ din^f n fiinall boat or ftkil!; whence qqi fgmiHar - dliighy \ 
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At Suti Mfr Jumk was only about thirty-fivo miles from 
blzar. Doubtless for the purpose of procuring their assistance in 
the provision of artillery, he summoned the Dutch factors from 
thence to his head-quarters. He expected that the English would 
wait upon him without being sent for ■ but they were by no means 
amdous for an interview, and decided to make no move until 
forced to do so. Thereupon the Nawab dis|:ratched orders to 
Kisimbazar *that their doores should be closed up and no man 
buy or sell with them, before they had bin to visitt him \ A gift 
to the messenger restrained him from actually shutting up the 
factory; but Ken was obliged to undertake to proceed at once to 
Suti (Balasore to Madras, iS May), The result of the visit is related 
in a letter from Ken and Sheldon to Hugh (iS May): 

Yesterday I, Ion Ken, arriv'd here from him ; hee denying us 
any trade, and alsoe his d us tick, till hee had satisf action for his 
shipp, which was laden with rice, and three voyadges freight, 
which hee saide the English had made in her. Wee have wrott 
to Ballasorc to all our freinds there, and by four cossetts [see p. 197] 
have desir'd their approval! of what wee shaJl act; which they must 
give us, that noo more troubloa ensue and that our persons may not 
sufler, for wee arc in the countrey like enemies and may bee 
abused by every roague, . . * Merju[mbe]o] expects wee should 
vititt him againc shortly, giving mee. Ion Ken, leave to goc to 
Ca5n[aba£a]r, that I might gett orders from the English with speedc 
to come to a conclusion with him^ 

In a private letter to Davies of the same date, Ken says : 

You may now know in what a strange unlucky time wee live in, 
and that our persons are every houre in danger of violence. It was 
ill done of the Company not to cicere all troubles in India before 
wee engaged in there servic^^, which inevitably draws us to theis 
inconvenicncys, Merjurabelo is a verry civill person and the cheife 
gencrall of Oram Zeebe. What hee saics is a law, and therefore 
hee must bee satiafyed in some reasonable manner. 

While his colleague^ Sheldon^ writes (iS May) to the same 
correspondent: 

If the news be true, 1 wish I was in England, ide venture one 
broken pate more, which 1 dare not doe against Jumblcr, 

Additional particulars of the negotiations are given in a Balasore 
letter of 5 Juncp At hb first interview Ken tendered, in goldj the 
customaiy^ but, as before, the Nawab refused to receive 
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anything from the English while hts claims were still unsatisfied. 
Asked how much ho expected, ho demanded 30,000 pagodas for 
his actual loss and as much again for interest. At a second inter¬ 
view, however* which took place four days later, he lowered the 
amount to 40,000 rupees, contingent, it would seem, on the ship 
itself being returned. In order to give the English time to com- 
rnunicate with Madras, Mir Jumla agreed to wait two months 
(front 14 May) for the payment of the money; but he required 
Ken to pledge himself in writing that it would bo paid, threaten¬ 
ing otherwise to stop all trade and to seize the English saltpetre 
in part satisfaction. Ken pleaded that ho could do nothing without 
the assent of his colleagues at HOgli and BaJasore, and so ho was 
allowed eighteen or twenty days to get an ansvver from them. 
The letter adds that 

the Meirjumbda hath privately sent letters to the Gove mo ur here 
to come and visitt Sultan Mamood; but the Nabob of Shaw 
Sujis, Prince of Bengala, lying at Getache, some 50 leagues from 
this place, with about 3,000 horse and foot, and not as yett forsooke 
his old master, occasions a feare in our Governour to act any thing 
as yett for Oramzeebs party. 

On 23 May Matthias HaEtcad arrived at K^lmb^ar from Hugli, 
bringing a letter from one of the officials there to Mir Jumla, 
interceding for the English. Thb was forwarded to the Nawab* 
and evoked a reply in which * hee did not give us full satisfaction 
of all things vree demanded, but according as heo pleased * (Ken 
to Davies, 26 Mayj. The letter adds : 

Noe news att present but expectations of the remoovall of the 
Lascarr [see p. 69J, seeing this rayno hinders them to eatc choule 
[chdwatf riecj upon the dry ground* 

A reply had come from Balasorc which assured Ken of the con¬ 
currence of the factors there in any arrangement he might make 
"to end with Jumbkr, if any can bo made with 25,000 r[upee5]* 
(Sheldon to Davies, 4 June); while Halstead was probably om- 
powered by his coUcagucs at Hagli to pledge their support. On 
3 June he and Ken set out for Suti to continue the negotiations; 
and a letter from him, dated two days later, describes their first 
interview: 

This morning wee visited Mcrjumbelow. Upon our admittance 
wee made our salamca and sate downe upon the carpott about 
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six ycards from him^ dose by MahomctChariffe, our late Governour. 
Wee acquainted him that, according to his command, letters was 
dispeeded to our frends in these partes to know theire advice con* 
cerning thebusinesse in question; who answered they had expressed 
to the Coast by six several! conveyances the trouble was like to fall 
upon us, if they did not speedily advise how the case stood and what 
course to take; and that wee could not possibly make an end till 
wee had an answer from the Coast. His expressions by way of 
answer was verie civill, insoemneh that there is hopes of a fairo 
conclusion. 

On 8 June Halstead and Ken wrote a joint letter advising that 

Merjumbelo hath off red us his dustick, if w'ce would give him 
a noatc that hec should bee by us satisfyed for all his damages, 
vizt, his shipps lading of rice, freight of three voyadges, and the 
shipp it Eclfc, within a month (in circa), whether or noe our Agent 
(Le. Trevlsa], iette'rs, or shipps arrive. This wee being not able 
to give him, wee remayne as formerly. The summ totall as yet 
wee know not; but the next time the weather permitts him to 
sittout, wee shall demand it and know the utmost (it hee will tell us), 
which as yet hee hath conceald. Wee much doubt the Dircctore’s ^ 
arrivall will doe us a greate prejudice, especially being the Nabobs 
Duan (dfiEBii] told us in the durbarr the Dutch were not our freinds, 
and that hee thought their coming would doe us hurt, if wee con¬ 
cluded not with Merjumbelo. As any thing worth notice, of our 
actions in this business, or of Merjumbelos removatl hence, which 
(as they say) [will be] to a place ncere Muxidevad at the new moonc, 
wee shall informe you. ,, 

What conclusion was reached does not appear; but Ken was 
back at KSsimbazar by 14 June. In any case Mir Jumla could 
have had little time or attention to bestow upon his European 
visitors, for he had received the startling news that on 8 June 
Sultin Muhammad had fled to Shah Shuja's camp. For some 
time the Prince had been chafing at the subordinate position assigned 
to him in the conduct of the campaign; and secret overtures from 
liis uncle, offering him the hand of his daughter, Gulrukh Banu 
(to whom the Prince had many years before been betrothed), and 

’ Tlie Dineh QutI {Dirttmtt), Mmtheus tod dm Brimke, t»a» Qn I1H uray- frotn 
td Mir Jumlu's hica(l*qiifttl#n. Ilaktcod’s letter di s June inmttMM u rumdur of ' >fcr- 
juiabetdW«s oflrin^ Qic e^vemcnt df Ueu];l^ td the Dueh Add the report df t hcire Imditlfl 
him tdd lich d( rupMi *. The raiulan it aiiAm referred id in a letter from Shildoo of $ Jtilyi 
vehi^eayi; ‘The DuchdoetdrvAshereye$tetd«y,andtopd]meprivAtely thatU k Dlreeiore 
had m(^Edl (d Mere Jumhler Id tJord him all ossutauce poseiUe, aad: that he had drdted 
aitttwire greate punni td be pul abord iheire sloopcs far ihc kccpcmi'c the river'. 
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the succession to the throne, seduced him from his duty to his father. 
The news is given in s letter from Sheldon to Davies (ii June): 

Just now comes a letter from Mr. Ken with news that Sultan 
Mamode and four or five of his women with some few jcwells have 
left his lascar and are gon to Sashnja ; his intent bcingc to marry 
the Princes dauglitcr, Merr Jumbler hath seasd on all his treasure 
which he left bchinde. 

A fuller account is contained in the Balasore letter of 15 December: 
Sultan Mamood (lying in Rojamaul) was formerly in love with 
his uncle the Prince of Bengalis daughter, which then was denyed 
him ; but now the Prince, finding him sclfe declyning, made means 
to have the suite renewed. So all parties being agreed, provided 
Sultan Mamood would come in person him selfe to hir, hce, forgett¬ 
ing his place of command and his fathers orders, stole privately with 
some two or three with him in the night, carriying some few 
jcwells ; so into a boate hee went away to his said uncle the Prince 
of Bengali; which gave matter of admiration [i.e. wonder] to all. 
Mcrjumbcloe, having advice of this, came presently to Rojamaul 
and, calling the grandees etc. together, informed them that this 
was a rash youthfull enterprise, which lieo had undertaken to fulfill 
his present pleasures, or that hee was charmed thither by witch¬ 
craft ; but, however, hee ordered everyone to keepe quietly in his 
particuler command, him selfe seizing upon all the treasure left 
and would be responsible for itt to his father. So this Nabob being 
a person of that great worth among the souldicrs and indeed all 
(the other having but a name, and not being above 21 years old), 
they were all quieted, and the Merjumbeloe returned to his quarters 
att Sooty. Now although Sultan Mamood brought not with him 
any souldicrs, yet his presence gave such an incouragement to his 
uncle, the Prince of Bengali, that hee was resolved now to abide 
the utmost extremity of the war, having at the last east a good 
pledge by him as the eldest sonne of his brother Oramaccb; whi<± 
resolution have so farr profitted him that by intercepting still 
provisions which Merjumbeloe sent to Rojamaul, which in the 
depth of the waters could not be done but by boats, Rojamaul 
being in the rains invironed in a manner with water (at least^sc 
that part where provisions were to come), that they in the eitty 
were necessitated to abide tn a manner a famine. ^ att the last 
the Prince of Bengali sent Sultan Mamood against those which 
formerly hee commanded; a-her hce overpowred them and againe 
gave possession of Rojamaul to the Prince of Bengali. 

The recapture of RajmahM took place on 22 August. MTr Jurala 
had some two months before adthdrawn the rest of his troops from 
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the river and Iiad fixed his camp near Makaudabad^ where he was on 
fairly high groundp and could spend tho rest of the rainy season 
m comparative comfort and await reinforcements before cont' 
mencing a fresh campaign. 

We must now go back to the English factors and their doings* 
At Patna Chamberlain had been anxiously looking for a chance 
of passing his saltpetre down to the ships. He had managed to 
secure the neccssaiy boats, and it had been arranged that these 
should take it as far as Monghyr, whence it was to be transported 
by land to Suti {thus avoiding the strip of river under Shuja's 
control)^ and so by water again to HOgli, The flight of Sultan 
Muhammad, and the withdrawal of MTr Jumla's forces from Suti^ 
upset this plan, and as a matter of fact the saltpetre was not 
brought do^n at all during the season. 

On 5 July Edmund Foster wTOte to Davies from K^imbazar : 

It is reported here that Sussuaw [Shah Shujn] have sent to all 
the jemmadares ^ in the country that, i£ they will fitte for him, 
they shall have all they gett, both money and horses or goods from 
ayther merchant or souldeir; onely what elephants they take 
they must returne to him* The jemmadares have begun allreaddy 
to stopp the vray betweene us and you^ soe that noe merchants dare 
pass with goods for feare of beeinge taken from him, nor a punc 
[peon^ messenger] cannot pass with a letter. This I send by 
Janies [Price because hee is a man well knowne, and hee sayes 
hee doe not fcare but to gett to Hugly, Yesterday another fusdar ^ 
came towards you with 500 horsCt which perhaps may clearc the 
way for the present. Hee hopes to congcure your tovmc of Hugly 
againe, and then to goe to Maydnapooro [llidnapur] and take that; 
but I bclccve hee will finde more trouble then hec is aware ofi. 
It is reported here that Major Splindar [Mitaa Ispandiarj^ who is 
Govemcr of EngUee,^ is a comming towards you with 6^000 foote 
and 500 horse and some gellisres [see p. 284], in cause that your 
Gaverncr should not bee stronge enough to hould out the towne. 
The Merrjumbler is a comeing very neare us with a great part of 
his army, Hee have begun to make buitguloues ^ and some houses 

^ ZcEEkl^idani 

■ Faujd^^ a ctraunaiMicr al Ifoaj*- Thfr Individual relrntd lO b«UH. to bwn 
Muhanunad ^Arif (Sbcldon to Duviesp ^ J^V)- 

* the coast dutrJti ftn ihc wwtfitn tide oE llvt aiuary - Tbe FOrtuguac culled 

ill* town iMt name " ; bene® Xbc form in tb* test. 

* An tifly exAni|;iEe ol the familinr which, la Sii ifenr^- has kbown^ funpEy 

means A UfriEal'fdihJon Imjuk- 
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within 9 cnuree of this placo, by a great tanfce called Sheck 
Tanke *; which at the sight of the new moone intend to remove 
thether. 


As Mirza Ispandiar was one of Sh^t Shuja’s officers, it is dear 
that Mir Jjumia had not succeeded in subduing the southern part 
of BengaU The expedition seems, however, to have proved success¬ 
ful. A letter from Ken on 22 September shows that Mir JumJa’s 
troops were then in possession of HOgli; and on 6 September 
Hopkins writes from Balasore to Hilgli; 

Merjumbelaes souldiers at Mednapoore; the Prince of Ben^ls 
att Narraogur *; the way wholly stopt. 

Ken and Sheldon had had some idea of quitting K^imbiear and 
going down to flugli, returning when the season for investment 
came; and on 16 (?) July the former asked Davies’s advice on the 
point: 

Here wee live at a greate expense in all respects. Rice is now 
but 30 seeres for a rupee, and will bee much dearer; by that you 
may guess at all other things. . , . Our expenses here, being not 

extra vtgant, yet amount to above 300 rupees per month_lam 

quite out of hart as to my imployment. Since my arrivaJl here it 
hath cost mee in sevcrall expenses above 1400 rupees, of which 
I charge the Company not with one cowrey; and all this to bcare 
up the credit of my place and understand the trade of the cuntrey, 

A few days later, however, he wrote that he had given up the 
idea of removing and had resolved to ' benre up in the imployment 
f am now InThe next letter that is extant from him (5 Sept.) 
shows him at a place he calls * Muxmabazar whither, It would 
seem, he had been summoned by Mir Jumla; 

You are before this (I hope) certified in what a condition I was 

fore t to this unhappy vizitt of Merjumbelo-lam here as a per- 

son not taken notice off. I vizitt the Nabob every day once or 
twice, but hetr neither speakes to mee of his sbipp etc. nor any 
thmge else. I know not what is in his minde to doc W'ith us 
Enemies wco have, but noc freinds. and that's a sadd condition 
\\ ell, doe not our freinds at Ballasorc enjoy themselves, w'hibt wee 
here in theis parts are In a verry badd condition, God Imowcs ? 


* IVH»[bly rhe SheM^iski, s laiigi! umlt about jj iBiI« nwth-Ktat of EOitmbSziir 
■ !«»Tii5nEftrh, about t? miles sootbofMdtmpiir. 

• Probably wtM part <y( MataQdibSd, if hot the city TavrniSer 

1576-7, vo|, ij, p, Sa) ealU tht latlji 3 rade»u-bwrki, 
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. . . A fidler lives better then the Chdfe of Casnabazar. I protest 
I am at my witts end. God keepe mee from a calenture; yet 
(if ever) I have now reason to expect it. 1 am more fitt for a cott 
and chamber then the feildes and vexations. God, 1 hope, will 
some way or other deliver mee from my present condition; yet 
I shall alwaies remember thcis thinges. I am in a condition now 
that noe body of my quallity and trade could ever expect to bee 
plung'd into* The Nabob, without all doubt, wjU keepe mee here 
"till our Agent [Trevisa] comes, if that bee all-. . . If His Worshipp 
miscarries (which God forbidd), wee arc all undone. 1 am sure 
1 am, end for end.^ The Prince is in Rojamall and Sultan Marmid 
at Dowgatchee.® It"s reported Merjumbelo will goe to Sooty in two 
or three dayes. Hee is verry stronge, 20,000 horse and abot^t 30 
to 40 elephants, and for ought I see fcares noebody. If I heare 
His Worshipp is on the wayo from Hugley (and hee must bee 
hastened), I [w’ill crave ?] the Nahob[s] leave to meete him- ^ » * 
At J day 1 must to the durbarr, where I have noe thing but to expect 
the Nabob's frownes. However, I bearc up. 

Evidently Ken obtained leave on some pretext or other to vieit 
HOglip for on 22 September he writes thither while on bis way back 
to Mir Jumla^s camp,® where, he fearedj a long detention awaited 
him: 

1 am (and wee all may bee) confident hee will keepe mce there 
prisoner till not only promise of satisfaction, but payment alscie 
of at least a 100,000 rupees. 

A subsequent letter, dated at " Muxmaba^r ' (6 Oct.), is rather 
more cheerful in tone - 

1 fearc wee shall shipp ofl nothing this yeare. God send the 
^ent to please the Nabob; else wee are undone. . * . Merjumbelo 
is 20,000 stronge in horse* The other day hee gave rooo horse to the 
new Saib Suba^ that would borrow mony of mee, as I wrott the 
Agent, p,, Rice is cheape * one rupee per maund- All other thinges 
excessive dcare: oyle, S rupees; butter, 16 rupees [per maundj. . *. 
My rack [i.e. arrack] is almost gone, and 1 am not veny welL 
This is a verry good ayre : the beat, I thmkc, in Bengali« * .. I will 
now drinkc a small cupp (though not a boule) of punch, in remem¬ 
brance of you and honest Dan Sheldon. 

■ To ihc utmut. ■ D&e^hip tltirleiti iri!T« below 

* A BalAsorr letter oJ aS Octobcf sayi thal the Nawlb swit for Kon, ' comaiidti^ ihc 
OoTtiiiour ci (where tie was) not to vafkr firc^ water* nor victuolb to be brought 

tbeon lUJ he was lett forwoids 

^ Sahih ofteo appHnl to the €ovttinr o( a provlscc» kuub here to moan (os in Fr^'er) 
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In the tneantime Agent Trevisa, regardless of Ken's predicament 
and the urgent appeals to him f rom HQgli, "was lingering at Balasorc. 
Writing on 26 September he explained that, as it was uncertain 
whether Shah Shuja or MTr Jumla would gain the upper hand, and 
in view of the danger of travelling, he had resolved to wait a little 
longer before setting out for HQgli; adding that in any case he 
could not pay a visit to the Nawab, since he had no suitable present 
to offer him. Meanwhile he forwarded a letter from President 
Andrews to MTr Jumla, promising satisfaction in the matter of the 
junk, and another from the latter's agent in Masulipatam * these, 
he thought, might be presented, and, if necessary, a Persian letter 
might be written in Trevisa’s name, assuring MTr Jumla of his 
eagerness to see him. That and the President's letter would 
perhaps pacify the Nawab. In any case Trevisa was not prepared 
to part with any money, especially as the issue of the war was still 
doubtful. 

Though he found his surroundings trying, Ken did bis best to 
keep up hb spirits. On 10 October he wrote to his ‘ honoured 
tutour Davies: 

Though it's October, 1 am now (I thinkc} upon the March, God 
send I am not taken for a spic; if 1 once come upon suspttion, 

I am gone, for I never in all my life looked soe like one, God forbid 
you should bee here, for they hate all tall leane men like the Devill. 
Without a man hath a paunch six times as bigg as Falstaff, hce 
cannot bee a Sir John,... 

His dwelling, he said, was close to a piece of ground used as 
a public latrine. 

And if that bee not a good sent, I have the odor of severall dead 
oxen and camells to heipe it. All that dyes lyes stinking above 
ground ; and if this were not the best ayre in Bengali, there would 
cwtainely a plauge follow. Yesterday, at two minits past three in 
the afternoone, severall kites flew ncere Mcrjumbclos bungelo. 
Of vs^hat a aadd and ominous portent theis things may bee, 1 leave 
to the understanding augurs. 

To other discomforts was added a want of money; for on the 
same day Sheldon wrote from KSsimbazar to HQgli, urging that 
400 or 500 rupees should be sent up, if only to enable Ken 
to defray the excessive charges hes at; for he pays the punes batte 
; extra allowance] all the while they stay at the lascar. 
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or eb none -srould have gon with him. Pmy ^Tite him some com- 
fort^bb letter^ for by his to me (although in all ho heares up) 
I findo hos extrcamoly cast downe. 

And on 19 October he begged again for a remittance: 

I have not six rupees in the house, nor| if my life lay ont, cannot 
procure 100 rupees. 

An order from the Nau'ab to the Governor of Balasore to send up 
Trevisa put an end to the lattorb delays j and apparently the 
news that he was actually on his way to Hugli enabled Ken a 
little later to get periaissioii to repair thither to meet him. 
Before leaving Balasorc Trcvisa addressed (28 Oct.) a vigorous 
remonstrance to the Madras Agent, pointing out the mischief likely 
to ensue from the delay in satisfying Mir Jumlab demands^ Already 
the Saltpetre trade had been stopped, and the Governor of Balasore 
had been instructed to levy 4 per cent.^ on all English exports, 
besides anchorage dues on their ships. A postscript added that the 
President^ letter had failed to pacify the Nawab, who would be 
satisfied with nothing less than immediate payment j while, unless 
ho were pacified, the English were likely to lose all their privileges. 

This postscript, dated 3 November, states also that Trevisa was 
then leaving Balasore for Hugh in a sloop. The date of his arrival 
at the latter place is not recorded, but the voyage cannot have 
occupied^ more than a few days. Of what had been happening 
at HOgli during the preceding months wc have a summary in 
a letter wTittcn by Matthias Halstead to President Andrews 
nearly a year later {13 Sept- 1660), pleading his good services at 
that time: 

The last yeare the mannagntent of the Companies affairs at 
Heugley, from the first of Januarie to the last of November, was 
in my charge, and then there was twice the tr[oubleJ and danger 
to what is now ; being betw eenu two armies and bound to pleese 
both ^ each demanding gunns and amunition, and when were 
^sistcd, the opposite partic was greived and sought reveng \ yet 

behaved myselfc so to both parties that I delivered to neither 
gunns nor amunition, and yet got love and rcp[ii]tationof them both; 
w hereas the Duch had all theire goods seized on at Dacka upon this 
accompt and theire persons grossly abused. At Heugley aJsoe the 
becond of the Duch w as imprisoned ten dayes, and narrow ly saved 

* A iJlier Idler {wx Jt* 2^^) Myi fft'e. 
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hb life; nay, they could not have a letter passebut under covert 

I am the first Englishman that ever conveyed Chandrta-^na 
Fsce p. 103] commodities by water; besides the disTOveric of the 
trade of Oudagunjay ^ and places adjacent, abounding m sugers, 
silk, and other commodities proper both for Persia and Gumne, 
as cherconoas, checolas, rommalls, cattanes 
silken, cotten, and herba [grass^eloth] clouts; beside the 
venience of lying neerc the sea and upon a branch of the Ganges. 
The Governour of Heuglcy had a strict order from Merjumbeb 
the last ycarc to hinder the shipping off of our goods 
our trade ; nevcrthelcsse, 1 sent downe the sloopc to BaJIasorc to 
fetch up Agent Trevisa (for there was noe possibilitic of c^ing 
by land) to treats with Merjumbclo, and aftcra^ards shipped off 
and conveyed all the goods safly to Ballasore. A 
time I had noe Englishman to assist me; Mr. Thomas Davies, 
my consortj be mg deseased.^ 

On 23 November both he and Ken joined the other HQgli factors 
ill signing a general letter to the Company (written by Ken), 
which contains some interesting passages on matters of trade. 
They had found little or no sale for their English goods, especially 
broadcloth ; and aa a result 

All the goodcs wee have bought this ycarc for Your Worshipps 
account hath bene with rupees borrowed at interest, upon pawnes 
of pieces of eight; the Banians fearmge to lend it othenvis^ by 
rcaLn of Merjumbcloes former threatnmgs to seizc_ on Jdl Your 
Worshipps estates, for that face hath not satisfacUon for hia junetc 
etc. Soe that thereby [wee] have had 

DFocurmee those Cfoods sent home this ycarCp and bene ut greatc 

Lpenstsf besides the haeaid of beoig imbsre'il. But, thenkes tae 
b. l3od, Wee) hove hopes thet vree ere secuie »t pr«™‘' 

have advized yec of the death of several! freindes the most of 
which dyed in the time of the raines, when most of the 
is overflowed; and cannot impute it to nothmge 
ill accomodation by lying in low roomes, having m this house noe 

. •Odd«J«ej«V ii (vidcDtty the ' Orf-niw' of Vakniya, who O^l- 

V? p. ijS) ih« ihe Datth kul ft «lk l^tu>,y tbere, but 
Hi* nan et DcftCft) {*rrf., p. OrfftSyn* * «* Ivibr ft littfc to the wuih of Camn* 

cocl ',«i UiE wttUsnihftnkoI ft ritvr width w«vid«)tly ihe Kano i^ttime 

th* main^noftl. *Cft..ftw«l' u the KhSnikut of the pt^i ttoy ‘ 

S ‘Oedftfivfts- nifty be conedmlly identified with the l.ttfc villj^ or O^lT^ . 
which Ushtr^pll in the sfltaae 1/11*6 ** little W lh« WHith^rt of ^iUiaklll. 

■ Thii showi. that = Yule mUtikeu in asaumiiig that the [actor Dnvitt Tifljudenttral 

with ifcje later Lnterkipcr of the B4une siaanc, 

* Lliivinit OH embortiti laiJ upon the iihipinMnt dI iht [i«Kw+ 
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other. Besides thfe, the river i$ come soc neare this house that it 
threatens its ruiAc the next ycarei Soe that there is a necessity 
ol putting Your Worsbipps to the chard go of buil dinge a bouse 
here; in which fwee] shall use our utmost frugal lit y. And aJsoe 
in Casambazar some convenieneyes must bee made (besides what 
already built for lodging) for siikc winders, weavers, and wsre- 
houscromej if yec intend to trade in those comodities i which wee 
doubt not but [yee] will bee incouradged thereto by the musters 
[samples] of taffetyes mentioned in our last, and of that silke wee 
herewith send, being 9^ secres, which wee gott wo unde off in yflur 
house at Casamba^ar, and is only to lett Your Worshipps see what 
sortes can bee made there ; because the silke of Bengali hath bene 
formerly thought to bee verry courac and star key [stiff]; but 
wee doubt not but in a small time (theis troubles beinge over and 
wee all setled) [w^ee] shall bee able to procure better goods then 
hitherto have bene procured by any that have formerly Jived in 
Casamba^ar. The s^de silke comes out to us at five rupees per 
5^rc, the courser being all taken out of it. But by our next [wee] 
shall give Your Worshipps a more exact accounte of the trade of 
thcis partes, W'hicU (wee arc glad for it) is the rising^st trade in 
IndiRp jf God send us pecoable times and a conclusion of this 
uMappy, troublesome, and chardgeable business with the Nabob 
Merjumbcloe. . . . Wee shall take care for the future that there bee 
noe moneys given into the weavers hands a$ formerly, and, they 
bemg poore men, those that trusted them were fore't to receave 
any taffetyes, though never soe badd ; but wee shall buy the silke 
rough and wmde it in your house, cleanse it, and dye it our selves, 
and gjve Jt by waight to the weavers, which will prevent the taffetyes 
[streaky] and of severall cohers, . . . Mcrein closed wee 
seiw yec a muster for taffetyes, wKich wee gott made at Casambasar, 
and Send it only to shew Your Worshipps that the weavers may bee 
brought to make good worke, if wee had a stock before hands, that 
wee^ might continually impJoy workernen; for if they are not 
Itep t all the ycare in imployment, they will not serve us, nor make 
talfetycs better then they were formerly made. ^ >. 

This letter doubtless went home by the Aferchatifs Delighl, which 
sailed from Balasore on 15 December. By tlie same vessel the 
factors at that port also wrote to the Company, giving an account 
of their doings during the year. The MerekaiU's DeUght had 
brought them a stock of about 5,ooof., while BJakc had handed 
over a few goods and 2,425 rupees in cash ; but as they had 
furnished Chamberlain with 4,000!. for investment at Patna, they 
had little eapital left to procure cargoes for the returning ships. 
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They had had, moreover, partially to rebuild the factory dwelling, 
at a cost of about 1,000 rupce$- Soon after the arrival of Trevisa 
the Governor of Balasorc announced that he had received an order 
from MTr Jumla 

to cause the English to pay 5 per cent, of what goods soever they 
shipped from this place, all though most of the goods {nay, all 
wee buy aboute Ballosore) hath paid custome by the natives 
aforehand; by which mcanes wee are now worse then any Hollander, 
Moore, or Gentew [Hindu], and this upon the Nabobs difiference 
with the English aboute hia junke. ... The Govemour of this tewnoj 
not knowing how to deny the Nabob Merjumbelocs order, yett 
withaU fearing to declare openly lor him untiLI the Prince of Bengali 
be routed, or some other power come hither^ hee acquainted your 
Worships Agent that ns yet hee would not receive the 5 per cent., 
only bookc it in the Kings books ; and if the English could dcare 
thb with the Merjumbeloe, it should be all tinvalid. . . . Before the 
Agents departure, wee being molested with a rebell, one Calpee 
[Kaiapi] (who came likewise the last yeare), the Governour here, 
to save the towne and him selfe, presented a Gentew Roja an 
elephant, whose value hee placed att rupees 5,000 ; for repayment 
of which hee taxed Your Worships factory att rupees 300, Your 
Worships said Agent Trevisa spake to the Govemour, desiring 
him not [to] levy upon the English, who were merchants strangers, 
such uriw'arrantablc taxes ” but hee would not release itt. This 
happening just att Mr* Trcvisas departing for Hughly, some two 
daies afterwards the Govemour sent for the mony. So Thomas 
Hopkins went to him, desiring his desisting for some time, untel! 
wee could acquaint the Agent att Hughly ; att which hee was 
verry angry that wee should scruple such a matter, which hee h;>d 
once motioned before the Agents departure- withall wondering 
wee should question to be sharers itt the charges of remidjing 
a common eviJl; and wdthall would not suffer the least buissincss 
to be done or effected before hee was sattisRed by payment of 
said fiumme \ of which finding no avoyding, wee have paid* 

Cotton yarn was proeursible (at the best season) for 14 rupees the 
maund of 73 lb. Little gumlac was to be had* Somesticklac for¬ 
warded had cost, when cleansed, 7i rupees pur maund. Sugar 
had been all the year at about q to qi rupees per bale. 

Saltpecter, none is made here, but what cornea Ironi Pattanah ; 
some years 1000 maund, sometimes 2 ot 3,000 maunds. Its 
brought downe by oxen, w^ho cary up salt in retume ; but this yea re 
little come dowme. The Roja of the w^oods etc. Gentews, meeting 
w ith them by the w'ay, buy up the saltpecter, and knowing that 


2 gS THE BENGAL AGENCY, 1659 

this two or three years the English arc verry desirous of itt, will 
not sell It againc in the vacancy of shipping, but keepe itt unteli 
the shipps come, and then inhance the price according as they finde 
our necessity, as they have done by us this yeare, 

A supplementary letter from Balasorc, dispatched by the Madras 
on sG DccembcTp provides the interesting information that 

Pieces of eight, for Jack of a mint, goeth very lowe here in respect 
of rupees; att present difference 10 per centp in buying comodities 
with the one and the other. 

It also gives the news that Trevisa and Ken had left Hugh on 
I December for the Nawab's camp. Ho could not, how'cver, have 
had much time to attend to the business in which they had come, 
for, the rainy season being over, Sh^ Shuja had again taken the 
field, w^ith the intention of crushing Mtr Jumla before reinforce^ 
ments could reach him. The Nawab*s .forces were posted at 
Beliaghata, about eight miles south of Suti, and there on 15 Decem¬ 
ber they were attacked by Shuja. The engagement was indecisive ; 
but Mir JumJa, who was weak in artiUeryj found himself compelled 
tp withdraw towards his former position near MaksOdabad. Shuja 
crossed the BhSglrathi and marched dow'n the eastern bank, 
hoping to cross again low^er down and intercept his opponent. 
He had just transferred his forces to the other sidCp at a p^oint 
about twelve miles north of MaksUdab^d, when (26 Doc.) he heard 
the alarming intelligence that Daud Khan (see p. ^585) who had 
resumed his eastw'ard march early m Dccemberp had brushed aside 
the troops sent to hold him, and was advancing rapidly upon 
MiJda. Sh^ Shuja at once retreated tow^ards Suti^ pursued by 
JfTr JumJap who had just received the expected retnforcementSp 
including a number of heavy guns. The enemy ’was overtaken at 
Chilmari, near Suti, on 28 December. A few sldrmi&hes follow^edp 
and then on i Januaryp i660p Shuja continued his retreat to 
Dogachi. Eight flay$ later he managed to get his army across the 
Gangesp abandoning all attempts to hold the country on the right 
bank. On it January, Mfr Jumla's troops occupied Rajmah^* 
Thus the contending forces were once again in the positions ’w^hich 
they had held before the flight of SuJtw Muhammad to his uncle* 

Here we must break off our narrative for a time; but before 
concludingp some mention may be made of a letter written to 
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Trcvba by Chanibcrlain at Patna, dated r December, 1659. In 
this he c^vplains the impossibility of sending down his saltpetre, 
and suggests that he should now keep it baek tiH the next summer, 
and then bring it down himself. He has no fear of any difficulty 
being made, seeing that he has from Mir JtimJa, D^Dd 

Kh^, and the Emperor's Dlwan. Of general news he reports that 

The 25 past departed hence Muslu^ Cawne [Mukhlis Khan]p an 
umbraw [see p. 64] of Oram Shawls, with 40 lack of rupees and 
6,000 [horse }] towards Meere Jumbler. 'fhere arc more two 
umbraws w'ith monic and horse uppon the way. If Sawshuja cannot 
fight Meere Jumbler alonCp hele hardly bee able to encounter the 
force thats coming dow^ne uppon him. Wee have nc%vcs that there 
went a laskarr [army] to take Sellcmasecore [Subiman Shikohjp 
Dorasecore[s] sonn; whome hec receivd soe much to theire dis¬ 
advantage that hee quite routed them [and] tooke all there moneys 
and artillcryp Since Norumshaw [Naurang Shah] hath left Dilly, 
and is gone tow^ard him. The truth of this I much question, it 
being onely a report. 

Chamberlain was wise in being sceptical as to the accuracy of 
the report he mentions. Since the summer of X65S the unhappy 
son of D^a Shikoh had been a fugitive in GarhwSlp and the story 
of his success over the Imperial troops was obviously false. 
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As wc have seen {p. 214), President Andrew's had decided to 
utilize part of the leisure provided by the dispatch of the annual 
fleet for England (Jan. 1660) in making a voyage down the coast, 
to spy out the land with a view to the acquisition of a new centre 
for Engbsh trade which could also be converted into a fortified base. 
John Lambton was left in charge at Surat; while Andrews took 
with him his colleague Matthew Forster, the Secretary (Matthew 
Gray), a factor named Thomas Rolt (w^ho was destined to become 
President later), and Henry Gary, whose acquaintance with 
Portuguese and other languages was likely to prove useful. As 
secrecy was essential, it w^as given out that the party w^as merely 
going to escort off tho coast the homeward-bound fleetp out of 
respect to President Wyche's widow, who was a passenger therein. 
They embarked in the but, in order not to delay that 
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vessel, they took with them a pinnace, in which they could survey 
at leisure Danda Rijptiriatid the other places thought to be suitable, 
and return in her to Surat (letter to Company, 13 Jan., 1660). 
The result was reported in a letter sent home via Persia on 
16 February: 

Wee proceeded unto Basseine; and from thence Mr, Forster and 
Mr. Henrj' Garye sett forward for Vissava, to yeiwc it, that a more 
exact relation might be rendered. The description given allready 
is agreeing to that now given; and if the place is procured, 'twill 
proovc a safe harbour for shipping that shall goc in so tymely as 
that the southerly moonzone is not begunne. Wee have since 
treated with the Governors of Goa for the selling of a factorye 
there (but could not obtainc our desires), that wee might have 
becne nearer, in order to the accomplishing your commands on 
Danda Rajaporc ; which weo intended our selves to have veiwed 
(and was one of our ends in going downe), had not the consideration 
of the rumour that it would make in the world (for the Portugalls 
would have knowiic of it) [prevented us f]: therefore shall make 
use of others to render us an accompt. And also wee are [were?! 
not willing to detaine the Vint from the prosecuting her designed 
voyadge for Callicutt and from thence to Mocha, but dispeeded her 
the 16 January from us, our selves returning to Swally the aS of 
the same month. 

The attitude of the Portuguese is more fully described in the 
record of a consultation held at Surat on 22 June, 1660, which 
recites that Andrews and his companions on this occasion visited 

Basse!n, Bombay etc., to experience how the Portugalls stood 
affected with the parting from any of their ports unto us. Their 
divinity to us was great; and they complement ally declared a seem¬ 
ing wiUingncss to enjoy such good neighbours. But they joyntly 
declared it was not in their power to part from any port of their 
Kings W'ithout his commission first received so to doe ; but, as vrec 
were their friends, their ports were always open unto ns. 

The acquisition of a new settlement for the English head¬ 
quarters, to be made secure by adequate fortification, was only 
part of a Scheme of which Andrews had already given the Company 
some inkling. On a sur%’ey of the general situation he saw no hope 
of an improvement in the position of the English save by the employ¬ 
ment of force, In Persia there was no appearance of any com¬ 
pliance W'ith their demands in the matter of the Gombroon customs ; 
at Surat there was constant trouble with the Governor, MTraa 
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Arab; and in the Bay oJ Bengal MTr Jumla's demands threatened 
a heavy loss to the Company. The only remedy, in his opinion, 
\vas to break off relations for a time and bring both the Shah and 
the Mogul Emperor to terms by stopping all traffic by sea ; but to 
effect this two things were necessary—a place for the English to 
retire unto, on quitting Surat, and an adequate force. These views 
he developed in the letter to the Company of iG February already 
quoted: 

’Tis tyme to remedye these ills by commanding us to use force ; 
for though wee seeke redresse at conrte (to satisfye the world, and 
to hnde it, if possible), yet the way is soe tediously expensive that 
it will be but just to make them understand the wrongs and ^buKs 
offered Your Honours your owne way, in lowder dialects ; which 
may be done as easily as commanded, your trade maintained and 
roentertained with greater privilcdges, and consequently a better 
trade, when you please to call to accompt both India and Persia, 
In the action many junkes wQl be consumed, and an agreement 
for fewer for the tyme to come to be employed j they multiplying 
now so fast that, where [as] in Suratt ten yearcs past there were 
but 15 or 20, there is now 80, and the most part of greatc burthen. 
Wee desire but your commands, and means to effect them, and wee 
should not fade to doe it to your honour and proffit. In the meane 
tyme, if possible, shall procure a place to reside in, that, when y®'^ 
please to command, wee may have nothing to doc but to act. Arid 
that wee may doe the better, wee humbly entreatc that you will 
not starve a trade that you may be plcntifull gainers by, for 
of supplyes of moneys, which by the scarcitye that vree now suffer 
you will remedye your lossc in exchange j 'fthich wee cannot, for 
they will trust us with exchanges when no ready money is pro¬ 
curable as in that of Raybag). Wee have humbly offered our 
thoughts and that which is necessary, if ever you will have a gaiolnll 
and credible [creditable ?] trade here; and without any loss it may be 
procured. Therefore entreate your answearc how wee may proceed 
in Tcffercncc to treatyc or force | being, without use of the latter, 
Your Honours will neaver in Persia or India have your owne ren¬ 
dered. 

In confident expectation of a favourable reception at home of 
these suggestions, Andrews and his Council wrote at the same time 
(15 Feb.) to the factors in Persia, instructing them to prepare for 
a suspension of the trade, adding 1 

Such hath beene the small quantitye of geodes that have come 
■ Tbii M fthipping li vwtiiy n&tt. 
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downe out of the countrey that there were aot enough to lade any 
Shipp Of junck. Though now enough (and too many) are arrived, 
yet Mcirza Arab, that first broke this port and now continues his 
oppressinge of merchants, constrames them all to lade the Kinges 
junckes,* not suffering one bale of goodes to be laden on any other 
vessclL 


After directing the Agent to send three horses to Masulipatam for 
presentation to the King of Golconda, the letter proceeds : 

That wee may be enabled to congratulate this new King here* 
and knowe how his affections are towards us^ wee desire you to 
furnish us with what horses you tan possible, to present him, 
that here wee may knowe also what to trust unto ; for the abuses 
and losses that wee receive by Meir Jumbley in the Bay are unsuffer- 
ablcp and a suddaine remedye must be endeavoured^ Faire uieanes 
wee shall use first, and if ivee are forced to another methode wee 
cannot help it. 

The same truculent note had already been sounded in a com- 
munication to Madras of 6 February, 1660, in which the President 
and Council said I 


Wee shall now write unto Persia^ that our friends there furnish 
you With horses (though they send none to us), that so you may 
keep a sure correspondence with the King of Golcundah, that wee 
may not faile of some place for refuge. For wee are at workc on 
buisn^e of such consequence as many mens lives depends on - 
which IS not to be done rashly ; but what w^ee have w'arrant for. 
that wee shall act, and nothing elce. 

For a resort to force, how ever, cither in India or in Persin. it was 
necessary to await the sanction of the Company; and meanwhile 
Andrews and his Council turned to the humdrum details of trade. 
At a consultation held in Surat on i February, 1660, the followdng 
decisions were taken : 


The mapnadgment of our honourable employers affaires, as it 
required the admittance of scvcrall persons into their service fin 
def^t of those atcly deceased)/ so the disposaU of the said persons 
followSr™*^ employments ii-as considered and concluded on as 

To the assistance of Mr. Henry Gary (whome wee formerly made 

* In » Ihut, to MokbR oI t« >numry, ififio, (Jw Sortt Oaihril hud oJlndHl to ' lie Mir 
Kinc Otting ^ndiuc to kdc two CMte jandcEs tliw ynre from Su»tt frith Iii» 

* Tkis nj ID ihi! lartw part qf 165^. 


303 


THE SURAT PRESIDENCY, 1660 

choice of to goe Chcifc to Acheeti and there to settle a factorj', as 
hce shall find encouragement) ’nee have appointed Robert Sainthill 
{Second and to keepe the accompts), John Widdrin^on (Third), 
Benjamin Clapton, John Atkins, John Child (assistants). To 
Persia : by reason of setling a factory in Camaun [i,c. Karmin] 
assistance will bo wanting; wee have therfore constituted Edward 
Flyer Third of that Agencie and of Counccll, and John Smith an 
assistant. To Bussora, Georg Cranmorc, Streinsham Master. To 
Ahmadavad, Edward Oldfeild, Second and to keepe the accotnpts. 
To Calc Velho, Francis Nelthrope, Third, 

The aforesaid disposure being concluded on, the President 
declared to the rest of Courtcell the necessity of a judicious person 
to gee up to court to congratulate the new King, Oran Zeeb : to 
procure his phirmaunds for renewing our priviledges, ’ft'hich by his 
usurping the throne arc become invalide: to require justice for 
those great abuses our masters receive in the Bay of Bengala by 
Meir JutnJa, hJs Agent: and to setlc a factory at Agra and Luck* 
now, if it may be done without prejudice to our honourable em¬ 
ployers. But in regard none could be presented whose experience 
(in relation to affairs of this Kings court) might more clearly informe, 
Mr. William Jesson w-as desired to give his opinion in w riting [as to] 
the best and safest way to proceed in the premises; upon w'hich the 
aforesaid choyce was referred, and this consultation concluded. 

The proposed embassy to Court has already been mentioned 
{p, £14). Nothing more is heard of it for some time, probably 
o-wing to the difficulty of finding a suitable envoy. Meanwhile, 
as a preliminary, an Indian agent had been dispatched to see what 
he could do. In a letter to Bengal, dated 7 February, 1660, the 
Surat Council say: 

Of this advise by the ivay of Agra. Thither wee have sent allready 
a Bannian, to acquaint the King Orange Zeeb with our aggreivances. 
As yet wee heare not of the successe, but dayly expect answcarc of 
our desires, both for you and ourselves, that wee may kno’we how 
to proceed. 

The subject is again referred to in a letter of 6 April, quoted later. 

Gary and his colleagues sailed for Achin in the WeUimi (captain, 
William Hargrave) on i March, after a squabble with the Governor, 
'who declared his intention of detaining Gary until he had cleared 
a debt alleged to be due to the Emperor. The dispute -was settled 
by the President and Council undertaking to be responsible for the 
money, which, according to Gary, had already been repaid at 
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court. In the departed also Francis Nelthrop, who was 

to be landed at Cochin and thence make his way to Kiya], to which 
factory (as we have seen) he had been posted- 

The mention of John ChiJd among Gary's assistants is interesting 
as being the first trace yet discovered in the Company's records 
of the fatiire baronet, whose administration of their affairs in 
Western India has brought so much obloquy upon him. Hitherto 
our only information about his early years was derived from 
Alexander Hamilton’s Nm Acemnt 0/ the East Indies (1727), in 
which (vol. 1. p* 241) Rajlpur is mentioned as having been "the 
place where General Child had his education from ten years old to 
eighteen, under his unele^ Mr. Goodshaw, who was Chief there ; 
and^ having betrayed some of his unde's secrets in making use of 
the Company's cash in his own private trade, his unde was cashier'd, 
and^ before tho nephew was come to four and twenty, he had the 
honour to fill his chair % Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Stracheyp in their 
work on Kngudn's Rebellian (1916), besides proving that John 
Child was not (as had been generally assumed) the brother of the 
celebrated Sir Josia, have shown that in the passage quoted 
* Goodshaw' is a mistake for " Goodier ' (the ' John Goodyear ' of 
earlier volumes in this scTics)^ and that the story of his treachery 
was unfounded, since the relations between uncle and nephew 
continued to be cordial until the end- Wo may add that the con- 
dusion that John Child joined the Company's service in 1659 
is bome out by his own statement, made in January', 1^77 { 0 ,C- 
4264): 

I w^aa in anno 1667 made choyce of as a factor in England by 
the Honourable Companyp and signed my bonds in anno 1668 . . , 
and before that received wages in President Andrew's time ; 
always imployed a shoare in mercanteall aifaireSp and that wholly 
in the Honourable Company's service for now' eighteen yeares. 

Goodier^s first term of service in the East lasted from about 
1643 to January, ifisfip when he returned to England, It is quite 
probable that Child was sent out to him at the age ol ten, and 
rernmned under his charge for eight years; but Goodier does not 
appear to have been employed at Rajapur during this period, and 
that part of the story must algo be wrong- Assuming that Child 
was eighteen when his unde went home, he must have been born 
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about 1637. Hb fathi^r^ Mr. and Mrs. Strachcy have discovered^ 
wes a certain Theophilus Child. 

Another vessel that was dispatched early in March, 1660, was 
a pinnace called the STmlty and commanded by John Scott. Her 
destination was Mokha, whither she carried some pepper and 
a quantity of freight goodsp with orders to return in August with 
myrrh, aloes, olibanum, and possibly coffee, Anthony Smithy the 
chief of that factory^ was granted permission to take his passage 
in her, unless he preferred to make use of one of the Indian junks 
(letter to Mokha, 3 March). 

The dispatch of the Rupdrit to Basra (as related later) afforded 
Andrews an opportunity of addressing fresh letters to his employers. 
The first of these was dated 6 April, 1660, and a large part of it 
was devoted to the contumacy of the Rajipur factors^ and the 
remissness of the Madras Agent in not supplying the desired 
shipping. Complaint was also made of the CounciPs " exceeding 
want of moneys ‘ and the resultant difficulty in providing goods for 
Englandn Sympathy was expressed with the Bengal factors in their 
troubles. 

Wee failc not on all occasions to assist them with our advices 
by the way of Agra, in So or 90 daies having answeare of our 
letters to them. Wee feare a worse behaviour of Meir Jumblacs 
unto our friends there, so soone as the warre is finished ; yet he 
hath not IcasurCp the Prince Sultan Sujahs still keeping the feild 
and opposinge himself on the other side of Ganges, which is between 
them. For this Meir Jumbla is a miserable coveteous person, 
a friend to our false ones the Dutch, and urged by them to off err 
abuses unto us; his power over all this new Kings dominions 
being so greate that his word the Kinge ob(^es. Yet wee have by 
a Bannian sent on purpose presented our grievances to his master ; 
wayting for your order how to proceed in the sending of English 
to his courte to congratulate his corning to the crowne, to confirme 
our antiont priviledges and gaine newe, for the custome of all these 
easterne countreys is not to regard any phyrmaunds if they be 
not under the name of the present Kinge, iTierefore of necessitye 
he must be presented. And our endeavours shall not be w^anting 
to prevent growing evills; though our judgments are "twill be but 
of little consequence untill you are pleased to command by force 
your right and redress of your wTongs, formerly (as now) offered. 
Yet, to acquaint the w^orld with your faire proceedings^ conclude, 
according to the custome of nations, he is first to be treated with ; 
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’fthich [wcc] shall soone goc in hand with. * * * Wee shall wayte 
Your Honours order how wee shall proceed in the affaire of Muskatt, 
and are providing 0 small vesselts to that purpose; it be 1 tig very 
facill to be obtained^ so you please to furnish us with souldJers. 
Twill be a very bcnihciall place, and keepe both India and Persia 
in awoj but withal! very unwholesome^ that its commanders and 
cheif officers must be changed often, and the place supplyed ’with 
common soldiers largly, for death is very familiar there. The 
King both inviting and promising the place^ "twill be but reason to 
accept his courtesey; which if denyedp ["twill be but] justice to 
cause him to keep his word. Wee conclude thatp untill you are 
pleased to call India and Persia to accomptp for debts and wronges, 
detained and offeredp which must be by procuring a residence of 
your owne here (which wee cannot do without men : and, they sent 
outp tis easily effected)^ twill be but of little proffit to trade from 
port to portp "Tis you that have made this port of Surattp and 
can make any other where you please. VVee wayte your commandsp 
and they shall be chccrfuUy putt in execution. 

A second letter to the Company (13 April) touched upon the 
follow ing topics (amongst others). 

Copper at this tyme is exceeding deare, and a greato quantity^ 
will vend. Consideringp therefore^ the losse that Your Honours 
have in sylver^ please you to send out a quantity of that sort as 
the sugar vcssells are made of, twill sell at this tyme for 45 ma[h' 
mudis] per maund. Tis not likely to fall; 5,000 maunds is ready 
money; 10,000 maunds will vend ; but it must be of that sort, the 
finer the better* Wee offer this, because the Kin^e and Governour 
of the plote^ w^-ith the roguery of the shroffes, m the abasing of 
sylvcr is apporant; and when it cometh out in ingotts, the shroffes 
will cozen notoriously, and there is no remedye for it* The other 
comoditye being sonld as readily and as easily, we humbly pro¬ 
pound it for the more profitable ; gold being also in its sale accom¬ 
panied with little losse. Provisions are more then usually deare ; 
thatj though our expcnces are contracted $oe neare as necessityo 
will give leave, yet your allowance [see p. 147} wull be exceeded ; 
that wee humbly intreate that you would give us more libertyc^ 
for it shall be apparent that \veo will not abuse it nor in any thinge 
be extravagant. Our expence booke will speake our frugalityo 
and (the tymes scarcitye considered) our good husbandrye; for 
should wee sett downc the rates of provisions formerly and now% 
"tis more then 50 per cent, in many or moat thinges * that wee 
hope you will be pleased to alio we our reasonable accompts given^ 
that wee may not cat in fcarc of paying for what wee exceed your 
appointment* And as w'cc plead for our selves, soe wee must for 
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our friends in Ahmada^vadj and especially in Scindye. In the former 
provisions are dearer; but in the latter neaver famine raged worse 
in any places the living being hardly able to burye the dead. 

The third letter to the Company was dated 18 April; but before 
dealing with its contentSp some account must be given of the one 
(dated August, ihsg) to which it was an answer. This replied 
to letters from Surat of 16 October, 1658^ and 18 and 27 January, 
3659. It expressed a hope that the President and Council had 
carried out the instructions previously sent for a reduction in the 
supply of calicoes: 

The cxtraordinaric quantities whereof now in England hath 
caused them soe exceedingly to fall in price that, all charges of 
fraightp custome etc. being added, they will scarcely make their 
prime cost in India. Wherefore wco agaJno require you thatj for 
our next ycares retournc, you doe not exceedc the premcncioncd 
proportion ; soe that thereby, the quantities being shortned, it 
may not only be a meanes to bring the commoditie againe into 
reputacion and advance here, but also you may have an opper- 
tunitie to cause the weavers to make them of their full lengths, 
breadthes, and goodnessc as formerlie, and to reduce their prices 
as much as may be. 

After complaining strongly of the non-receipt of any accounts 
from Surat, and issuing strict orders for the regular transmission 
of such information in future, the Committees went on to obsen^e t 

It hath bcenc an cviJl carriadge in some of our factories, and wee 
feare that it is still continued, that the Cheife, and such only as he 
pleaseth to admitt thereto, have the sole manadgment of our 
affaires and insight or view into our bookes of accompts etc.p and 
all others our servants not permitted to acquaint themselves or 
suffered to have an inspection thereinto ; soe that, if it should 
please God to take away such personSp those that must succeede 
them will be totally ignorant how the state of our affaires stand, 
and wee thereby may suffer very much by such their predecessors 
proceedings. Wee therefore require that all such whom wee have 
appointed to be of your Counsell, or such others as may hereafter 
$ucceede therein, be acquainted with all and everj' transaction in the 
manadgment of our busincsse, and that each of them may at any 
time have recourse and take a view of our bookes of accompts, 
letters, etc., that soe upon any accident whatsoever they may be 
in a capacitie to carrie on our affaires more know^ingly and to our 
best advantage. And this vrec require you to give order to be also 
observed in all subfactories as well as in your owne. 
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The President and CouncJl were also reproved for engaging 
factors on the spot, and were forbidden to give precedence to any 
such to the detriment of those sent out by the Company. The 
price demanded by the Dutch at Surat for cinnamon was declared 
to be toe high ; but the factors were authorized to procure and send 
home a supply of mace and nutmegs from the same source* The 
samples of cotton cloth procured at the new factory at Kayal were 
approved and orders were given for the provision of a supply, 
subject to the condition that ' none of them be starched nor 
stjfined with rice water, but handsomly made up and well whited 
As regards saltpetre, unless procurable at Kayal at cheaper rates 
than the last consignment from Surat, 

Wee desire to have none of that commoditiep because woe find 
it to stand us in nearc 40^. per cwt. and will not ycild here above 
3i, per cwt,, which, with charges and our double adventure out and 
home, will scarce ycild us our prime cost; and from the Bay [of 
Bengal] wee doubt not but wee shall be furnished at 12 or 13/. 
per tonn with what quantities wee shall desire. 

Further on in the letter, however, permission w^as given to send 
home 100 or 120 tons of saltpetre, if it could be obtained at a price 
not e^cceeding per cwt. Failing this or sugar, red earth (a kind 
of gypsum obtained from Ormus) might be used for ballast* 
Should it be found possible to obtain cinnamon at Kayal [brought 
from Ceylon in small vessels), then as much as could be procured 
at reasonable rates should be seat home. As regards the indebted¬ 
ness of the Surat factors, a hope was e^tpressed that the gold brought 
from Guinea by the Sumt Frigate had already freed them from that 
embarrassment, and a promise was given that for the future a com¬ 
petent stock should be supplied, to enable the factors to avoid being 
' subjected to the lash of those unconscionable usurers \ The 
presents intended to be inade to the King of Persia and his nobles 
were charaeterized as extravagant^ and disapprobation was 
expressed that anything should be given before a satisfactory settle¬ 
ment of the Company's demands had been secured. A postscript 
mentioned that the following prices had been realized by the 
cargo of the King cotton yarn, is. to zs, 

[per lb.]; Lahore indigo, $s. lod. to 4s, id* per lb,; SarkheJ indigo, 
zs. to zs* id. per lb*; secdlac, iiL 6^* per cwt.; red earth, 20^* 
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per c^tt { nutmegs, 3^- 5<^- 3^. "jd. a lb.; saltpetre, 3 ^- cwt.; 

narrow baftas, 5^* to 6 j- apiece; broad baftas^ 7^- to Sf- apiece. 
A final clause ran : 

The Lord Tichbornei hath made known* unto us that it is the 
desire of Mr, Mathew Andrews to have libcrtie to come for England 
at the expiration of three ycares service in this Stocks imployment; 
to which his desire woe condiscend, and doe lycenae his retoume 
accordingly. 

To these instructions and admonitions the Surat Council now 
replied that the calicoes sent home by the last fleet were, they 
feared, in excess of the Company's requirements, but this was the 
fault of the Raj Spur factors, Mace and nutmegs were so dear that 
they would not venture to buy any. The accounts, made up as far 
as possible, had been for^-arded by the fleet; but those from 
Persia, Sind, and Rajapur had not arrived in time to be included. 

Wee shall not fails to answere your expectatioi^, to the utmost 
of our power, in keeping them open so long as there is time enough 
left to ballance and transcribe them, for w'ce are never behind hand 
with them. And though you are pleased to mention so much 
assistance sent, and in no wise wee must detaine the accompts, 
the assistants sent were hopeful] young men, and many proove 
good servants to Your Honours ; but withall wee say (as truly as 
wee desire to render it humbly) that the mannadgment of your 
affaires hath laycn upon the shoulders of three or four persons and 
no more. The rest must have a time to learne, and it is well if 
they will, many of them being fitter for other employments then 
merchandize. They want [i.e. lack] no encouragement, nor wee 
no worke, and more then wee can do is not possible to be effected, 
for wee mind not private trade in the least, but your publique 
business (as tis our duty) to the utmost of our power... . What hath 
been the faults of others, either Chiefes or Seconds (as w-ce know 
tis of too many), in keeping your servants so ignorant of your 
accompts or business in their scverall factories, is none of our 
practice ... for wee endeavour to give a good example, and not 
only the accompts are knowne unto those hero that ought to be 
acquainted with them (vizt. all the Councell), but your business is 
so divided into scverall mens hands that, if they be ingenious, they 
need not bo ignorant with what integrity and singleness of heart 

^ RflbertTichborMtH LDfidon lintn draper, whs oivt of ihc regicides and h strong supporter 
of Croiia'frtU^ who knii>hled him in i6$$ ond mode him a perr thr« ytM later. He was one 
of the ' Coromitlecs' the new Siock^ At ihc Estor^tion he was sentenood to dtathp 
but ; and he died In priMti (July ^ i60o)- 
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your bentfiti is saught. And this c:cam|>ic wee have set to other 
factories, and exhorted them to the practice; but pride, aod feare 
that others should in a short tyme be wiser then themselves, 
will not suffer them to doe their duty* But now your commaunds 
shall be put m o^cecution* 

Information having been received from Trevisa that ' some 
composition with the said Meirjumla js now made^ and leave for 
that saltpceter to be sent down ready for this years shipping \ 
no more than about fifty tons would be provided in Sindp Surati and 
Rajapur. 

Cinnamon^ according unto order, shall be provided, though it 
will be dearer then ivhat hath been sent home; caused by the 
esteeme of it now, by reason the Dutch will not vend any of the 
better sort* Since their taking of CoUumba theyp having all in their 
ownc hands, will not vend any till it cometh to their desired price. 
Experience also hath frustrated our hopes in the attaining any 
Zeaionc cinnamon in CaLe Vclha, as Mr. Travers acc^uaints us* 

VVith regard to tho admonition to avoid borrowing, * wee wnsh it 
heartily; then wee should not live in a hell upon earth, as wee doe \ 
But if the Company would consider the cargoes provided, they 
would see that some borrowing was necessary , 

Our reasons given in our scverall adviceSp wee hope, will satishCp 
and hasten your mission of such a quantity of moneys as may deliver 
us from the mtoilerable burthen of bawding creditors: that wee 
maie procure goods cheaper [and] keepe your crcddit clearc ■ which 
Will cause us to in all cheerfulIness. For wee shall provide no 
gooda this raine time but what will sell at other marketts, and those 
for but one shippp till wee know what wee shall receive, avoiding 
(what you so earnestly desire) the usurers bookes. And if no 
more cometh out then will pay our debtSp you cannot expect any 
great vessaile homefrorn us ; for all but saltpeeter and cotten yarne 
wee can dispose off here to advantage. . * , 

The present sent to Persia was no larger than in previous years* 
It was hoped that Buckeridge had sent to the Company a more 
satisfactory report than he had furnished to Surat. 

custoine of Persia is not altered. Had resolution 
and dilligencc been practiced, so much money to no purpose had not 
been spent as Mr* Buckerridg hath now fool’d away. But Matthe^v 
Andrevp^ humbly presents his opinion, grounded on experience as 
hee did when there on the place, that ‘tis iri vajne to sccke your 
right the way you take. * . . Unless you put in practice that they so 
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much fefirc, a blocldiig up their ports, and give us power and 
means to procure a fort at Muscat (which may easily be effected), 
you will never have your right, but [be] suddenly turn d out of aJ], 


The engagement of fresh factors in India vras defended on the 
ground of necessity, owing to the settling of new factories and the 
death of so many of the Company’s servants. No salaries had been 
assigned to the newcomers, pending orders from home, though some, 
‘ who want clothes had been given gratuities of 200 mahmudis. 

And this action being caused by necessity, wee hope you will 
approove and not blame us ; being death hath been extraordinarily 

familliar jiinoung and sickness escaped none of uSj Surat never 
being known so xinwhobomc. 


Punctual obedience was proinised to all orders received from 
homcp though little attention was paid to tlicm by Revington, 
who still keeping nine persons in his factory, in the hope that 
* his irregular course will be approoved Finally, the Council 
renewed their request for a larger allowance for housekeeping 
expenses, * provissions in all places being never so deare; that ’a ec 
never dare either feast it or keepc two tables, etc/ 

In accordance with the Company's desires, orders were at once 
(20 April) sent to Scrivener in Sind to cease buying cotton goods 
and to procure a stock of saltpetre instead- A sharp reproof was 
at the same time administered for some ^ peremptory lines 
received from that factory# 

The Honourable Company have appointed this Presideocy to 
take care of all their affaires in India, and ordered all factoryes to 
observe the commands of this the chiefc; and also to put m execu¬ 
tion the pcnaltie, which is, that if the subordinate factoryes be not 
conformable, or that the factors shall disrespect or abuse cither 
President or Councell, or any of their persons, to send them home. 
Wee tould you (as tis our duty) of your faults. . , - You J'^tmt in 
language not fitt for us to receive, and, to be short, wee will not; 
and if you think your selves under valued and opprest, the way is 
open, and you may repairc hether, and so home. 


One item of intcIJigcnce, gleaned evidently from private letters, 
cither from home or from Aleppo, is the following t 

A Parliament governs England, and some commotions were 
raised against it, but soone suppressed; that now the three 
kingdomes arc in peace under said government. 
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On 23 ApriJj 1660, a consultation was heJd^ at which it was decided, 
' considering the unproffitabLo trade of these northern parts ' and 
the fact that the letters from England made no mention of the 
probability of any breach of the peace with Holland* to provide 
a cargo for Bantam against the arri^'al of the ships expected 
from home in the autumn. Further^ as the Company, in a letter 
of 31 May, 1658 (sec p, 160), had encouraged them to make a venture 
to China, the Council, 

having certaine knowlcdg of the profitable voyadg lately made 
thither by the Richard a^td Alariha, doe (conformable to said order) 
cnorder the provission of a cargo for the said place; intending to 
send thither a freighted shipp expected this yearc from England, 
and a small voasayle now in the country, with the said cargo, so 
soone as it may conveniently be provided; intending also to looke 
into the trade of Japan and Cant an, and thoroughly to prosecute 
the said trade, they of all other being novr the most profitable^ 

This project, however, came to nothing. 

Early in May Valentine Nurse was dispatched to Achin on a jyok 
called the Afahndldif carrying some goods (for which a freight was 
paid of 22 per cent, of their value) and a letter to Gary* advising 
that the Afgrchani Advefiiure and the IFtw^er Rase had been sent 
to him from Masulipatam. 

Now came serious trouble with the local authorities, as unfolded 
in the following letter of 23 ilay* 1660, addressed to Agent 
Trevisa. 

Wee Would not let slipp this occatjon, as tis most necessary to 
acquaint you with the afironts and abuses that here in Surat are 
dayly put upon us. Besides the disrespect in words which this 
Governor hath commonly practiced, hee now proceeds to deeds* 
and proclaymes none English servants should ware either sword* 
knife* The penaltie was seizing on the peons wives and 
children and abusing them. In rcfcrrencc to that, the gard of 
launce that wee kept wee were forced to discharge. Yet in the open 
street but yesterday, by the command of him, the Catwall [KotwalJ 
of the towne sent his peons to begin a quarrel I by stopping the way 
in the streets of the citty with their drawne swords j who set upon us 
as wee passed, and though they could not wound us (though but 
Six to more then tw'enty)^ yet they did divers of our servants * an 
affront of that nature and consequence not to be borne. Yet this 
wvernor and others slight it, and wee have not so much as a w^ord 
for rccompenct. Next hee stopps the Companiets goods in the 
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customc howse, for payment ol customes, before ever the accompt 
is made up or the mony demaunded, as though, the Company 
were insolvent; being an affront only to get us disesteeme in the 
towne and spolle our credit, though hec consider not the vast 
summs oweing in this Kings dominions unto our honourable 
employers and their predecessors. Next will not stifferr us to finish 
a small vessayk not [now?] begunn and almost halfe finntshed, 
nor to errcct a bambo howse for accommodation of our marrJners 
that the raines constrainc to stay here. Nay, in eve^ thing that 
an abuse can be fastned, the opportunity is not let slip ; that wee 
are resolved to be patient untiU our shipping arrive, and no longer, 
but in another dialect to demaund satisfaction for these affronts 
and payment of all our debts, an accompt of which wee have made 
up in Persian, and if you there have any to add, send them us in 
English. This, so Jong before wee come to action, wee advise you 
of W'hile wee have time, for wee know not what this rouging 
Governors next affront will be or of what nature. Therfore you 
will do well for to keeps all goonds in a readiness to be gonn on 
board shipp when they arrive, upon our warning given, and in the 
meane time to be very silent in this affaire, it being of so great 
consequence. As wee proceed, wee shall not faile to advise you, 
if possible, for wee fcare the worst. 

A similar warning was sent to Chamberlain at Patna in a letter 
of the same date, covering the one to Trevisa. The factors at Tatta 
were also instructed (14 June) to prepare to withdraw' at short notice 
unless redress could be obtained from the Court. 

Wee doe intend on the morrow also to write unto the King . ., 
and hope a satisfactory answerc and retoumed satisfaction. If not, 
wee must take some other course.... W'ee shall strike, when wee goc 
about it, both home and unawarr. *Tis not time yet, though it 
will not be long. 

The same letter contains—besides many of the taunting expres* 
sions too frequently employed by Andrews when dealing with his 
subordinates—a passage which sliows that the English factors 
claimed for their Indian ser\'ants the same privileges as they them¬ 
selves enjoyed. 

Unto your Governor wee have wrote a letter, dcsireing him to 
retourne satisiaction for what our broker Chout is robbed of in 
his purgan[a], according to our agreement with the King in such 
case and phirmaunds received from him to that purpose; which 
if bee complycs w'ith, our business is done; if not, wee shall com- 
plaine at court. 
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The Jetter to the Emperor was dtily dispatched. VVriting to 
Trevisa in Bengal on 28 June, the President and Council said : 

Wee are not without troubles enough here, caused by the base* 
ness of the present Governour ; which to remedy wee intended an 
Englishman or two up to court, but have been hindered ; though 
lately have sent two of our howse servants w'lth a letter to the King, 
to be deJivered by them [in] forma pauperis, that the King without 
delay may know our abuses. And if hee will not remedy them, 
or according to his answere, wee shall proceed. 

The situation seems to have improved during the next few weeks, 
for on 24 July Andrews and his Council wrote to Trevisa ; 

The Moores are discourteous, as wee have given you accompt. 
They now earnestly secke our friendshipp, fearing our force, and 
will certainly comply, and graunt more then wee formerly did 
enjoy, because they see wee will take it (and wee will), if they doe 
not give it..., Every day wee wait answere from the King of our 
desires. 

It is evident that his intentions were not kept as secret as Andrews 
desired, for when, about the middle of August, 1660, the news came 
that the Sur/tt frigate, returning from Bantam and Macassar, 
had reached Bombay and would be at Surat shortly, the Governor 
seized all the small vessels the English had already in the river, 
hauled them on shore, and made them unserviceable } he also 
forbade Andrews to quit the city, and ordered that the horses 
belonging to the English should not be allowed to leave their 
stables. Thereupon the President and Council on the 35th presented 
to him a solemn protest, enumerating the injuries received and 
declaring him r esponsible lor any consequences that mightensue. In 
their alarm at the steps taken by Mlraa Arab to forestall any hostile 
action on their part, Andrews and bis colleagues did not scruple to 

publikely profe^ that wee neither have acted nor attempted, nor 
know wee at this tyme anie resolutions or intents to act or attempt, 
any vioLcnce or other injurie to any the jounks, vcssails, goods or 
estates belonging to his said Imperiall Majestic of India, or the said 
Mirza Arab, Governor, or other subjects to his said Majestic, or 
to any their persons, although it should please God to give into our 
hands an oportunitie and power to do the same, as may perhapps 
(though unjustly and without any ground besides that of his 
provocation) be doubted or pretended by the said Mirza Arab, 
Governor, against us. 
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These protestations failed to convince ; and when the Sural 
Frigate^ at the end of the month, anchored in Swally Hole, furthtf 
pressure was brought to bear upon the English by the denial of the 
usual faeiJitics for unloading- President Andrews favoured the 
adoption of vigorous measures; but he found that his two colleagues^ 
who had for some time been restive under hb clominationp ’were 
detetrnined that his impetuosity should not rush them into disaster. 
This is shown in the following record of a consultation held in 
Surat on ii September^ 1660* 

The President, upon receipt of a letter from Mr. Roll at the 
Marine, whose contents were that the Customer had comniaundcd 
the Muckadam$ [village headmen: not to furnish 

us cither with carts or coolyes for the unlading of the Sural Friguf, 
lately arrived from Bantam, or any other use, convccnd his 
Councell; where laying before them the insufferable abuses already 
received, so much to the dishonour of our nation, and that by thia 
last action it plainly appears that wtc were denyed trade in this 
country, desired their advice how they should now^ proceed, and 
whither they should cany the Companies goods for sale ' declaring 
moreover that hee had often times, and before the raines, shewed 
them the means [that] might have been used to redress thes past 
injuries and bring these peopk to a fairer complyance, had they not 
from time to tyme, by consent, rejected hiseouncelL The President, 
after a long silence^ desired Mr, Forster to speako ; ^ whose answerc 
was that hee sorry hec must speak that [which] would not 
be to the Presidents content; and proceeded no further. The 
President, being somewhat mooved by their long silence, tould 
them^ if they did not give their advice, for the whi^ they were 
called, hee would protest against them ; but not in wTjting, because 
it would be a shame that any, either our nation or foireigners, 
should know of a division between the President and hi$ CounceU ■ 
and that hee did perceive their intentions were to lay all these 
troubles upon his shoulders, Mr* Forster replyed that thes troubles 
might be abated by patience; and thereupon told him what the 
Governor said the last time hee was with him (which hee had forgot 
to tell the President at his retoume): that if the President were 
not so hasty, hee might have any thing, and that graunted the second 
day which sometymes is deferred ten dayes, because hee is so 
importunate to send 5 or 6 tymes a day, demaunding whether it 
sh^l be done or no ; and this hee doth because hee will be known 
to be Govemour. The President answered that hee was indeed 

* The members d ihe Catinnl wnc ^xpA^icd tj!i£iro[]iiyoiis iiv beginfiiiig wiiii 

the who vitiA lon^i ill farik. 
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hasty about his business, which is no crime; but when hee sent 
him to the Governour to speak but 3 or 4 words, hee hath enter¬ 
tained an howersdi^cours, and spake what concerned him not, yet 
omitted to utter what hce was sent for. Such like discourses 
(differrent to the intent of their convocation) being entertaJned, the 
President, to come home to the present purpose, declared his 
opinion as folioweth as the only means of redress: that those 
in juries already received are unparallcld, and much worse may be 
ppcctcd: wee have now ^ ship in the Hole, able to take those 
jounks [that] shall come from Mocha and Bussora * which bcin^ 
done, these people might be brought to any composition, especially 
at this timCp when there is no money in the towne p and for security 
of our persons^ this course might be taken ; the young men might 
be Sent downe to SwaJly one by one (that no notice would be taken 
of them)^ and for himsclfe, the Councell etc* remayningp they 
might get over the fiver at Baracha^ and he on board the shipp 
before the Governour could hinder us. Mr, Forster replycd that in 
case wco were all on board shipp (which yet seemed improbable}, 
yet did heo not think it fitting, neither would hee consent^ that 
wee should meddle with any their jounks; for that when former 
1 residents have so done and brought these people to a new agree* 
rnentp yet have the Company been still looscrs, they having been 
forct to pay more money upon these peoples demaunds then was 
taken in^ their jounks.^ Upon which answere was rctournod by 
the President that it was by reason of the ill mannadging of it, 
not securing themselves by more then bare bills of petty govemoursi 
w hich were altered by others p but a remedy might be found for 
that, by keeping hostages on board one of our shipps, which might 
remayne in Mallabarr Hole all the raines and they forc’d to pay the 
charge, and this for them to agree to in the first place; with many 
other reasons declared that there vvas no other rcmcdic but to nso 
forcOi for to save our nations honour and masters benefitt* But 
none of these reasons satisfied. So that the President declared 
himself faultless from any dammadge that might accrew to our 
nonourable employers by reason of this delatory coursCp trade 


u ^ an Ibe TflpiJ, abou l 4 mila of SunU. Andrrwa donbtleu 

opted t i, goiin|^ in thift diie^tlont bis- iiitmtioa wacld not be sii&ptnzi-Mt Jle Kcms ta 
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and who wonld probably have b«fi tciud before they could imitate 

hiK Escnitiple, 


Ttw ^ercnce is doubilcss w Pmident RBst«ll'i iciiDn in October, 16*3, wbm be seized 
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bctng stopped and interest still running on, and Mr, I«nnbton and 
Mr. Forster only guilty, for hindering the President to proceed 
in that Just, feisable way and free from danger. Mr. Lambton and 
Mr. Forster joyntly desired that they might once more vissit the 
Governour, in expectation of a remedy; which was consented to 
by the President, and was the result of this consultation. 

The outcome of these negotiations is not recorded; but evidently 
no decided action w'as taken. Possibly the intelligence which had 
lately been ^ecei^'ed from Agra helped the counsels of moderation 
urged by Andrew's's colleagues, since it held out some hope of relief 
by means of negotiations at court. 

Some few days since, the King sent for both Dutch and English 
from Agra to the court; wxe suppose (as tis reported) to treat with 
them for the stopping of Shaw Sujah. The Englishman is 
Mr. Thomas Andrewes, formerly the Companies servant and Second 
in Agra, but not now ; yet hee "went up, and as yet not heard from 
him. The occation shall not be let slipp, that, if any opportunity 
can be made use of to quiet Jomla but this yeare (that the salt* 
pcetcr may bo carried off), 'twill be well; and for the future, 
either rcmcdic it or leave it to he remedied by force ; for wee shall 
so awe them here, if woe break, that, noth withstanding the Dutch, 
they will be glad to take you in there againe, as wee doubt it not 
here. Therfote hoc shall be w'rit to accordingly at Dille [Delhi], 
(Surat to Bengal, 29 August, 1660.) 

This decision to make use of Thomas Andrews was evidently 
the result of reconsideration j for when, at the end of July, Andrews 
wrote that, by the order of the Governor of Agra, he was proceeding 
to Court, demanding also a sum of 1,000 rupees on account of the 
necessary expenses, the Surat Council had replied (18 Aug.) 
expressing surprise at his presumption and refusing cither to coun* 
tcnance him or to permit any payment to be made to him. Perhaps 
the expectation that Andrews was already at Delhi had led them to 
think that they might as well endeavour to make use of him. 
This did not, horvever, divert the Council from their plan of sending 
a special ropresentattve to Court, for in a letter to Bengal of 
3 October, 1660, they said : 

More wee have not to acquaint you, but that rvee wish, and shall 
endeavour, thinges may not growc worse but better, and that 
by sendingo an Englishman to this Kinge so soone as wee have 
tyme. 
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Nor were any instruct ions or credentials sent to Andrews, as 
seems to have been contemplated; on the contrary the Surat 
Council wrote to him {16 Oct.), declining to *take any notice of 
your action at courte, as not concerning us, being not sent upp 
by our order and refusing to pay a bill of exchange he had drawn 
upon them. 

Meanwhile the troubles at Surat continued. On 19 September 
another consultation was held, at which the President stated that 
instead of a reconciliation {which by all means hath been 
endeavoured), abuses have been contynnued; and at this time, 
when the Honourable Companies occations necessarily require the 
Presidents presence at the Marine, for rcconciicingthecommaundcrs 
and men of the Surat Frigat and dispeeding her to Cale Velho 
to bring away such goods which are there provided for the Europe 
marketts, and will come too late if the shipp be not suddenly 
dispeeded, lice hath received an absolute denyall, and all others of 
our nation refusi^ to goc over this river. The dammage that in all 
prot^bjlity will befall our masters by this unjust embargo moved 
the President to propose to his Councell two wayes for his escape 
downe^to the Marine; the one, foording the river, the other, to 
bring the sloopc up the river with 20 armed men to the customc 
howsc, and there at noone day»to get on board her. This latter 
^ most honourable, hee thought fitt to put in execution : but his 
CJmncell, wnsidwing the danger, by reason of the opposition 
these people might make, gave no perticuler assent to the enter- 
j gencrall tearms left it to the President to 
take that way his judgment should best direct. Their further con* 

a demaund from this Governour of 42,000 rupees 
as a debt fmm the Company, when they owe no more then rooo 
rupees, and that for customes. This his unreasonable demaund 
being unlmowne to this Counccll upon what pretence, Mr. Lambton 
WM desired to goe to the Governour and require the reason And 
*herK« sev,^ soods ,rc unjustly de(,>*cd in 
howse upon the same pretence, this Counccll doc therfore resolve 
to bring no more goods hither, untill better security. 

From the extracts given it Is clear that the President's arrogant 
and blustering ways were largely responsible for the trouble with 
Mirxa Arab, who was determined to * be known to be Governour *. 
No doubt the efforts of his colleagues to smooth over matters were 
seconded on the other side by the principal merchants of Surat, 
who were nervous lest the incoming junks should be seized. The 

* When tlie^uanlsp 4tc.* I?rmi!d be mmily 
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restilt h sec a in the preamble to a consultation held on SwalJy 
Marine Septembefi 1660. 

This Govemoufi Mirza Arab, being conscious of the in|uTJes hee 
had done us. was ready to become our friend ; which was readily 
accepted on our part, our masters business moving us therunto. 
The President hereupon repaired downc to the Marine. 

And in a letter to Bengal of 3 Oetober^ the President and Council 
wrote : 

Here w'ec arc in a better condition then our last informed* This 
Governour hinders our buisnesse noe more ; but the affronts 
suffered are not to be forgot t, uni esse the Company will be all way es 
tame. 

The business which had called Andrews to Swally w'as of a two- 
fold nature. His first preoccupation was to dispatch the Sural 
Frigate to Cochin and Kayal^ and this was effected before tlie end 
of ^ptember* The next was to deal with the problems presented 
by the unexpected appearance of the This vessel had 

left the Coromandel Coast for England early In the year, but owing 
to her leaky condition had been forced to abandon her voyago and 
put in first at St. Augustine's Bay (Madagascar) and then at the 
Comoro Islands, where she met wdtb the survivors of the Sniyma 
Ahrcimnf^ outward bound for Madras. Their ship had been 
w recked on the island of Juan do Nova between Madagascar and 
Mozambique, witli the loss of fourteen lives and of all her cargo 
except ten chests of silver* Thc^Cp together with the remainder of 
the crew, were taken into the which then made for 

Suratp arriving 24 September! 1660. Robert Fisher, the captain of 
the Smyrtta Mercfmni, was offered and accepted the comraand of 
a new' vessel which the Council was building at Surat; while the 
crewT was doubtless utilized in similar fashion. The money that had 
been saved, though consigned to Madras, was taken possession of 
by the President and Council, on the plea that it was needed to 
meet their liabilities, now increased by the necessity of repairing 
the damage to tho MayfiaiL*er"s cargo, half of which had suffered 
from the leakage. A question arose w'hethcr the owners of the 
vessel were not responsible for any loss arising from its defective 
condition; and the Council refused to take any action until the 
captain signed an undertaking that this should not prejudice any 
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claim the Company might have on that account (Surat Consulta¬ 
tions, 26 Sept, and 8 Oct,). 

A letter from the Dutch Chief at Surat to Batavia, dated 
4 October, 1659 (Dagh-Register, Baiama, 1661, p. 5}, gave some 
account of these events, adding that the English, who were greatly 
in debt to the merchants, were much disliked in Gujarat and were 
enduring many affronts. Business was slack, owing to the great 
drought which had afflicted the country for some time, and to the 
delay in the arrival of the Emperor's ships from Mokha. 

On II October, 1660, three ships—the Richard and Martlm, the 
America, and the Blackamoor —arrived from England; and from 
these it was leamt that a fourth^—the Eagle —-was also on its way 
to Surat, but had lost company with the rest of the fleet off the 
coast of Guinea. To the disappointment of the President and 
Council, the cargoes of all three vessels did not amount to more 
than 22,0001.; though it was understood that the Eagle would 
bring i2,ooof, more. By these ships letters were received from 
the ^mpany dated ai December, 1659, and 9 April, 1660; while 
a third letter, of 22 February, 1660, had already reached the hands 
of the President and Council at the end of August, having been 
brought to Madras by the vessels which had arrived there from 
England in July, 1660. Of the contents of these letters some 
account must now be given. The first was seat by the Blackamoor 
(which was dispatched in advance of the others because she was 
to call at Guinea), and it contained little more than a strong expres¬ 
sion of disapproval of the action of the President and Council in 
the matter of Muskat: 

From a letter dated in Bussora 15 July last, subscribed by William 
Parker and George Cranmer, wee have a relation of this busi- 
nesse, of the death of Colonel] Rainsford and what progresse hee 
had made therein, and also that the Kings letters was sealed up 
and sent you to Surratt, and that all had succeeded according to 
the Colonells demaunds. Now if this your designs have taken 
effect (as wee hope it hath not], wee doc hereby declare that it is 
al^gitber to^ our dislike, and that wee disowne this y^our under¬ 
taking, h being contrary to that commission which wee gave unto 
you which directed and tmpowred you to treate for the obteyning 
of D.mda Rajapore, Bassecne, Bombay, or Carapatan, or such 
other healthful! place on the coast of Mallabar as upon ccrtcinc 
knowlcdg or information you should find fitt for the securing of 
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our shippiagr and that had a good inlctt into the country and trade, 
and other conveniences therein men cloned: not giving you 
libertie to engage m in this place, which {for ought wee can collect) 
IS not oncly a very unhcalthfull but an inconvenient and a charge¬ 
able place and not consistant with our advantage and profBtt; 
and thereforep as before wee have $aid, wee cannot give our aproba- 
thn thereof, it being acted and carried on without any commission 
from us to warrant you therein, and cannot in any probabillitie 
prove such a port as wee intended, namely such a one that trade 
from India might bee brought and dravme downo thereunto, and 
also bee able to defray its owne charge. But being our hopes are 
that this project hath not taken effect, wee shall not at present 
further inlarge till wee know the cereteinty- In the meane time 
wee herewith send you copie of an agreement made by the Governor 
of Carapatan with Capt. Blackman,^ wherein is inscerted the rates of 
customc of go odes to he imported and exported and also the inland 
customes ; of which you may make mo if you ehall find oportunity* 

The Committees returned to the subject in the letter of zz Feb¬ 
ruary, 1660. 

Wee have had some conference with the ambassadors^ of Por¬ 
tugal! for the resigning of some one of their holds in India unto us, but 
have found them very high and exceeding unwilling to part with 
any thinge whilst there is the least hope or probabillitie to kcepc it 
to themselves. In our premencioned letter you will perceive that 
wee have disowned your proceedings concerning Muscatt, and that 
wee therein repeated unto you the severall places which wee gave 
you a commission to treate for; amongst which wa$ that of 
Carapatan, which place was sometime past proffered by the 
Governour to Captain Blackman for our nation to settle upon. Woe 
therefore desire that, if you have not already gained posession of 
Danda Rajaporc, or some one of the other places which wee 
rccomcndcd unto you, that you then apoint some fitting person to 
treate with the Governour of Carapatan, In the mouth of which 
river of Carapatan^ wee are i nformed that there is an island, whereon 
a fort might bo built with noo great charge, which would bee 
sufficient to secure the river; and if you can com passe the same, 
wee believe it would bee of great concemement unto us ; for wee 
are assured that from that place and Carwar verie large quantities 
of pepper may yearly bee procured. 

The Committees then proceeded to deal with other topics which 
had been touched upon in the Surat letters of 14 February and 
12 April, 1659. 

1 Sm Englifk Fadmtif 1^6-50, p. 551, * Cumpatmo * h Khirepatim tsw p. 151)- 
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Ydur [You ?] desiro that po^'er might beo sent you to comaund 
all Eaglisb home that are not in our service, which elce will prove 
prejuditiall unto us; to this w'ec answere that, when you shall give 
us an accompt whoe those persons bcc, wee shall take care to prO' 
cure such authoritie for you as shall comaund them for England^ 

With regard to the fear expressed at Surat that little or no 
indigo v'ould be procurable, the Company said : 

Wee shall bee very well content if you send us but a small quantitie 
of indicoe by our next expected shipping; the greatest part of 
what wee received the last yesre on the EagU&iid SmintA Merchatu 
remayning still in our warehowse unsold, and there is also in tor^tie 
aboundance of that comoditie, which came from the plantacions 
id the Barbadoes and West Indies. So that for the future, if 
the Lahore ^ or rich indicoe may not bee procured in India at 
about i8d. per pound, and the Cirques (Sarkhej] at about qd., wee 
doe require that noe more bee sent us till our further order. 

Of calicoes the Company had also in hand a stock sufficient to 
last for two or three years, the markets being at present glutted 
with such goods. And, their requirements in these main com* 
modities being thus reduced, the Committees concluded that 
there will bee noe ocasion of sending you from hence any great 
stock (according as you desire); neither will there be a necessitie 
of engaging us in the usurers bookes. Wee shall take care to furnish 
you with stock sufficient for the provision of such comoditics as 
wee shall require. 

The goods to be provided for England for the next season w’ere 
to be : unstarched calicoes from Kayat; 300 ‘ pintadoe ' (i.e. chintz) 
quilts ; certain coarse cottons for sale in Guinea ; cardamoms ; 
lac (20 or 25 tons); saltpetre (30 or 40 tons); a reduced quantity 
of olibanum, myrrh, and aloes; alt the cinnamon procurable; 
camphor and other drugs. Any space available in the ships was to 
be filled with pepper. * Cotton yarnc is not requested, nor will 
Vend to any considerable advance No ‘ booke callicoes * were to 
be sent; and no * coho-secd' (coffee), in view of the quantity 
expected by the 1659 fleet. 

J By thi» tem it meant the indtgo erown at BiAna and in ether dJstricU mund Agm. 

Pfior no the- tstANulumefit' of thfr CotapafiY'i Lrmle, thlt kind w»i exported to Europe 
miitJy through Lfthorc Overland {vi* Pmlfl) lo Aleppo, and lo booune known ni Lfthore 
indl^. 

The rtterenoe to the codxipelttien o[ VVett Indian Itidl^iisigntAcnnt. ThUcompetLEion led 
firet 10 the restiiction and lh«l (lD 1719) to tbe eeautiAn of the Company'* import of thi* 
commodity. There was then a of hn! f a century until the reviYAl of the trade. 


THE SURAT PRESIDENCY, 1660 


3^5 


The third letter {9 April, 1660) gave details of the cargoes of the 
ouUvmrd-botind ships, and dealt with a number of topics in the 
Surat letters to which no answers had yet been returned. The 
President and Council had advised that a factor immed John 
Hoddesdon had borrowed from several persons in India sums 
amounting to 62,775 mahmudJs, to buy goods which he sent to 
England. He had since died, and the Company had been asked to 
trace the recipients of these goods, mih a view to satisfying his 
Indian creditors* 

To this wee reply that it i s to our dislike that you have recomended 
this businossc unto us, being wee doe not hold our selves in the least 
measure to bee therein concerned ; neither shall wee in any kind 
intermedle in the same- You know that in our letters of h Aprill, 
1638 wee then resolved that the Company would not bee lyable 
to sattishc any debt but such onely as should bee contracted for 
their use by the President and Counscll Joyntly, and their seale 
passed for the same; and then also ordered that a gennerall publica¬ 
tion should bee made thereof, that soe, if any debts w^ere oweing 
by any pcrticulcr [i.e. private] persons, the creditors might take 
notice thereof and indeavour their sattisfaction. This our order 
wee will not in any manner give consent to have infringed; and 
therefore, as to this businossc of Mr. Hodesdons, it whoUe rests upon 
those gentlomen to whome the goodes wrere consigned, to take some 
course that his debts may bee paid and his creditors sattished. . . . 
'Fhat our former order . * * may not bee forgotten, but that the 
natives may bee forwnmed thereof, wee require that you yearly 
cause the same publiquely to bee proclaymed, that thereby, if any 
of the natives shall give creditt to any person ivhatsoover, they may 
have noe expectation, in case it prove a badd debt, to receive any 
sattbfaction from us. 

After confirming the employment of the factors mentioned on 
p, 200, the Committees continued: 

But wee require you to take notice that ^vee mil not admit! 
that these, or any others whomesoever that may hereafter upon 
your recomendations bee taken into our service, shall prececd or 
take place of any of those whome w'ee our selves have here before 
interteyned, but that all our factors bee gradually and succc$ivcly 
promoted (except there bee aparent reason of inabillitics in them 
to induce the contrary); that so hereby none of our industrious 
servants, w'homcsoevcr they bee, may in any manner bee dishartned, 
when they shall see other of I<^er deserts then themselves {by 
favour or affection) preferred before them. 
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Here we have the initial stage of the Covenajited Service, with 
its rule of promotion by seniority* 

The letter ivent on to refer to two matters in which Revington 
was concerned, one of these being the estate of William Weale, the 
administrator of which had sought the help of the Company in 
obtaining the proceeds from Revington. It had been the practice 
hitherto, when a factor died, for one of his colleagues to take over 
his effects iind settle matters with the executors or next-of-kin, 
meanwhile retaining the money in hJs own hands and often using 
it for trading purposes. This practice the Company decided to stop. 

For the avoiding of future clamors, and that tho executors or 
heires of all such as shall happen to decease in our service may have 
a true and reall accompt of their estates, wee require that, with all 
conveniency after the decease of any one, our President and 
Counsoll doe cause mil the estate of the said deceased to bee collected 
togithcr, and a true and just valuation to bee made thereof, and 
thereout to sattisfie what just debts shall apeare to bee owing 
by the deceased, and the remainder to bring into our cash, which 
wee shall sattishe and make payment of to such as shall be impowred 
to receive it. And Tvec hereby forbidd and prohibite any perticuler 
person to take posession of the estate of any person whatsoever 
that shall dye in our imployment, but that all their estates (as 
before ordered) be brought into our cash, giving the deceaseds 
accompt creditt for the same. 

An interesting presentation is next recorded* 

It hath pleased our good freind Mr. Thomas Rich * to present unto 
us six volumes of bookes, containing the Old and New Testaments 
in the I lebrcwp Caldee^ Gteekc and several! other languages; it 
being his desire that they might bee sent to remayne in your 
factorie. Wee have therefore put them on board the ship 
and recommend them unto you, hoping that such use will bee made 
of them that thereby the Gospell may be propogated and made 
knowne in your parts; which wee earnestly desire, and that by 
all effectual] meanes you indeavour to advance the same* 

By other paragraphs, approval was given to the re-engagement 
of Henry Gary, contingent on his clearing himself from debt; 
and it was ordered that " one Richard Lambton ", who waa^under¬ 
stood to be ‘ in your parts *, should be received into the factory 

* r^nncrly pne of Ok ' Cotnmillm \ The book wai WpliOn\ BtVh 

AcDw^iinE to a Sont letter of 35 SrptcEDbcr, j666, xht vduracs werp "fainfly 
bound in h\cw Turkey leather and gilded on the leaver *, 
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and his abilities reported upon, with a view to a salary being 
assigned to him. Further, the factors' private trade came in for 
severe reproofs 

Heere is a currant report that some of our factors, notwithstand¬ 
ing our prohibicion of all private trade, have assumed that liberty 
to themselves as to fraight and imploy vessells upon their ownc 
perticulcr accompts from port to port. Wee desire that you make 
a dilligent inquirie whoc those parties bee that have or shall 
excercisG such unlawfull and unwarrantable courses, and give us 
a true and full accompt thereof; being wee are resolved not to 
permitt any person whatsoever to drive on a private trade, which 
hath bcene, and, if not supressed, will bee, distractive to our 
publique. Therefore w'homesoever they bee that shall apeare to bee 
guilty of this crime shall assuredly, upon notice given us, be dismissed 
our imployment and rctourned for England ; and wee shall proceed 
against them according to their demerritts. 

With these letters came a sealed box, addressed to President 
Wyche (of whose decease the Company had not yet heard) and 
containing a document of a more exciting character. The Com¬ 
mittees bad at last decided to act upon the suggestions from Surat 
and Persia, and to make a warlike demonstration to enforce their 
demands upon the Persian monarch. They therefore forwarded, 
with all secrecy, a commission under their seal, dated 9 April, 
1660, giving instructions to the President (or his substitute) for 
the prosecution of the plan decided upon. This commences by 
reciting the wrongs received from the Persians for many years 
past in withholding the Company's proper share of the Gombroon 
customs, and announces that 

Wee have therefore now resolved that, by the assistance of the 
Almightie, wee will indcavour, not only to call them to accompt 
for all arears of our said moyety of customes, but also to bring them 
to such termes, for the time to come, as may bee consonant to 
equitic and justice and to our reasonable sattisfaction. 

For that purpose they bavc sent to Surat the Eagle, Rieftard gud 
Martha, and Ameriea, and have ordered the Madras Agent to 
dispatch the C&ticord to meet them at Gombroon ; while to these 
four are to be added two of the vessels already at Surat. The 
command of the fleet thus formed is entrusted to President Wychc, 
who is to embark in the EagU, taking with him three or more 
assistants ; but should ho be unable to undertake the task, he and 
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his Council are to choose either Andrews or Revin^on to take 
chaise of it in his place- The fleet is to sail early enough to reach 
Gombroon before any of the usual country shipping. 

At which port when it shall please the Almightie to arrive you^ 
wee require that our letter herewith sent you, directed to the King 
of Persiap bee imediately delivered to the hands of the Kings 
chclfe minister at that port, to bee dispeeded up for Spahawnc 
unto the King; and that you awaite a retorne in answere to our 
said letter for the space of 35 or 4^ daics, which time, wee conclude^ 
wifl bee sufficient to accompJi$h the same, if His Majesty of Persia 
shall bee iudyneable thereunto. In the meane time wee require 
that with our ships you lye before the port of Gombroone {keeping 
out of all comaund) and about the entrance of the Gulph, and make 
stay of all ships and vessells whatsoever that shall come thither 
for trade or otherwise, and keepe them under your comaund, 
untill in probabillitie an answere of our letter may be retorned you. 

Should no satblactory answer be received within the period 
fixed, Seizure is to be made of all goods belonging to Persian 
subjects which may be found in the captured vcsselSi a careful 
inventory being taken of them for future use+ In the case of goods 
belonging to merchants of other nationalities, these are to be 
detained until the owners agree to pay at once the English share of 
the customs leviable upon them at Gombroon. As regards the 
Dutch, however. 

The King of Persia having given them his owns halfc of the 
customes [i,c. on their goods], and that in the late treaty here wee 
have condisccndcd [agreed] not to require our half of them, you arc 
therefore (when you cleare other ships} to suffer them freely to 
goe into port } you having first strictly examined and made search 
of them, and, finding any goodes that is not for their owne accompts, 
if Persians, to take them into your owne custody, and of ail others 
to secure the moyety of halfe customes as aforesaid. 

As a guide, a list should be compiled front the books of the Surat 
custom-house of nil goods exported to Persia during the previous 
season j and instructions should be left behind for full particulars 
to be forwarded of any cargoes entered for the same destination 
after the departure of the fleet. Similar information should be 
sought from Rajapur, Chaul, Lahrlbandar, and other ports. 

It IS ’without question that these your proceedings ’will bee very 
offensive, espctially to the Persians, when they shall see their goodc 4 
seized on and carried aboard our ships, and will doubtlcssc pfovoake 
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them to make their aplicationa and complaints thereof unto the 
King. Wee therefore hereby require you that you cause severaJl 
copies of our letter to the King of Persia, which wee now send you, 
to bee exactly translated into the Persian language, and to disperse 
them amongst the cheife of the Persian merchants (sealed up), 
that when they shall apeare before the King and exhibite their 
complaints unto him, they may at the same time also present 
him with our said letter, wherein wee have manifested our unsuffer- 
able damages, which for many yeares wee have undergone without 
any reparations, and that now, w'ee having noe hopes to recover our 
just dues but by this manner of proceeding, wee were necessitated 
(contrary to our desires) to make seizure of their said goodes (the 
King and his people, by the law of nations, being but one) till 
such time as the King shall bee pleased to make due satisfaction 
for what in cquitie doth most rightly apertaine unto us. And this, 
or something to this purpose, wee require you, upon your first 
seizure, to publish to all merchants at the port. 

It is next intimated that a clause has been inserted in the charter- 
parties of the vessels sent out, binding them to serve the Company 
at sea, ‘ both offensive and defensive '; and commissions are 
accordingly forwarded, addressed to the respective commanders, 
enjoining them to follow such instructions as they shall receive 
from the President or his representative, These commissions, 
which are to be kept secret till the fleet is on its way to Gombroon, 
provide that, should warlike operations prove unavoidable. 

Wee will save them indempnified, and make a reasonable pro¬ 
vision for such as shall be maymed, and that the comanders and 
ships company that shall ingage therein shall have allowed them, 
over and above their wages, some reasonable consideracion suiteablc 
to their service. 

Before any of the confiscated goods are removed from the ships 
they arc in, the owners are to be invited to sign the inventories^ 
in confirmation of their correctness ; in the event of refusal, witness 
is to be taken of this fact. AH such goods are to be kept intact 
pending a settlement of the dispute ; but 

if the proprietors shall desire to rod come their said goodes on 
reasonable termes of half of the prime cost, more or lesse, as you 
shall see cause, you may accept thereof and give them receipts, for 
what mony shall be received, for so much on accompt of arears of 
customes due to us from the King of Persia; or otherwise to kcepe 
them in your ships untill the end of the monsoone (if in the mcanc 
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time the proprietors $hall not compound), and then to dispose of 
them to the best advantage you can, vizt,, of such as arc vendible 
in India to the places there most fitt for them, and if any shall bee 
propper for Europe, to send them hither. 


It is hoped, however, that matters will not need to be pushed to 
this extremity, but that the Persian monarch will appoint com¬ 
missioners to settle the dispute. In that case it must be borne in 
mind that, according to a statement received in 1653,^ the Com¬ 
pany s share of customs on goods sent from Surat to Gombroon 
during the preceding year would have been upwards of 40,000/. j 
and to this must be added the proceeds of the duties on imports 
from Rajapur and other places. It would be reasonable, there¬ 
fore, to fix their demands for the arrears at £o,ooo tQni5na, to 
be abated, if necessary, to 13,000 tOmans. ITie same payment 
should be claimed for the present and future years; and a like 
sum for the relinquishment, if desired, of the Company's privilege 
of entering their own goods custom free. This gives a total of 
60,000 tunians, reducible to 36,000, 


If all the former proposealls faile, then wee desire you to demaund 
this yeares whole customes of all goodes, in sattisfaction for our 
arrars of customes, and 5,000 tomaunds per annum ccrteinc to bee 
-f i ** future for our half customes of strangers goodcs. 
Ur n that cannot bee obteyned, w-ee are willing to accept of 4,000 
omaunds per annum and to reserv'e our priviledges of entring 
our owne goodcs customc free to ourselves. 


however, it is desired to make an end of the dispute without 
e ay, the commissioners arc empowered to accept any terms they 
may think suitable. Still, there are limits to the Company’s 
patience. 


f it should so fall out that, by the obstinacy of the King of 
«rsia m not giving waie and condiscention to a treaty, you 
period to this businesse this ensuing season, and 
h^the said King shall peradventure take a resolution to make 
13 - Hollanders to opose us, if wee 

apeare againe before his port with 
wee have resolved, and shall, by the aslstance 
afid t<' that purpose shall 

with such other of our shipping us shall bee remayning with you 
‘ Sm FatbTiri, iSm.j,, ,^9. 
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in the prosecution of this action, if need shall require; for our 
rcsolucions are now so fixed thereon that wee will indeavour, as 
much as in us lycth^ to perfect the same with honnor and repara¬ 
tion. 

Finally, the need for maintaining the strictest secrecy is pointed 
out, and (evidently as an afterthought} Buckeridge is added to the 
number of the President's counsellors for the affair. 

The letter for the King of Persia refers to the previous applica¬ 
tions made for the redress of the Company's grievances, and again 
implores His Majesty to issue orders to his officers to make satisfac¬ 
tion for the arrears due, and for the future to pay the full proper* 
tion of the customs. Should, however, the King prefer to extin¬ 
guish all claims by the payment of reasonable compensation, the 
Company will be prepared to accept thia, and will ‘still frequent 
your ports in an amicable waie of trade, as other nations doe 

Andrews had now secured the desired permission to force a settle¬ 
ment of the English claims upon the Persians; yet the circumstances 
were such that the Company's injunctions must have deemed little 
better than a mockery. Of the six vessels that wxre to compose 
the fleet, the largest (the was missing; the C&nc&rd might, 

or might not, put in an appearance from the Coromandel Coast ; 
while not one of the local ships named by the Company was 
immediately available. To attempt the task with only the Ajntrka 
and the Richard md Martha was out of the question; yet no 
authority was given to take for this purpose the Blackarf^o&r, and 
to do £0 would probably mean that no ship would bo returned to 
England this season. Next, the commissions to the commanders 
of the vessels to be employed were on board the Eagk^ and without 
these both the captains and the crews ’would probably refuse to 
engage in a warlike enterprise. And finally there was to be con¬ 
sidered the risk to the factors in India and their goods when news 
should arrive that the Surat junks had been seized at Gombroon. 
Already Mirza j\rab had shown an unpleasant readiness to deal 
sternly with the English; and should he be given a pretext, he 
would be sure to take swift action to their detriment. We have 
no record of the deliberations of the Surat Council on the matter 
(owing probably to the need of preserving the utmost secrecy); 
but it may readily be believed that no arguments were necessary 
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On the part of the President's more pacific colleagues to convince 
him that to carry out the scheme propounded was for the present 
impracticable,^ 

The situation was doubtless eased for a time by the death of 
Mirza Arab, which occurred {according to the Dutch records) on 
28 October. He was succeeded by Mustafa Khan, who did not 
reach Surat until 22 December (Dagh'Register, Batavia. i66i. 
P- 105). 

Once it had become evident that warlike operations were out of 
the question, there was no need to detain the ships at Swally j 
and so towards the end of October the Blackamoor was sent to 
Rajapur and the Richard attd Martha to Calicut, &c., the object 
being in both cases to carry to those places goods for sale and to 
bring back any others that might be ready. The America (also 
termed the American Frigate) was dispatched to Sind and Gom¬ 
broon, carrying Matthew Forster to succeed Buckeridge as Agent. 
By that vessel the Surat Council sent a letter to the Company 
dated 24 October, tfi6o, to be transmitted via Gombroon, Basra, 
and Aleppo. In this they communicated briefly the loss of the 
.Smyrna Merchant, the damage to the Mayfioxoer, and the dispatch 
of the America to Gombroon, excusing their silence on other topics 
y saying that their next letter by the home-gDing fleet would 
doubtless come to hand before the presmt communjeotion. No 
^lusion was made to the Persia design, but this may possibly have 
been made the subject of a separate letter, which is no longer 
extant. 


These vessels haying been dfepatched, the Council once again 
turned their attention to the possibility of acquiring by peaceable 
means a fortified settlement on the Malabar coastline. Already 
on 32 June, 1660, in the heat of their quarrel with the Surat 
joyernor, they had decided to send a representative to Danda 
Rijpuri at the first opportunity. 

No Such accommodation as our honourable employers expect 
the Portugails, without licenae first received 
J expectations are now wboly bent to the 

attaining of Danda Rojapore. And it is high tymo to sceke a place 
re ugc, when the honour of our nation, nay our lives are even at 

94 Oa^het It iDfeneiJ fiom ao 

entry ID Ng, aSSof the <W USS. f but the lecgrd it du loneet e^unt. 
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strike, p. p Which being considered of by the President etc* Counceli* 
it was after serious debate coo eluded fthat wee might have a place 
for security of our persons and employers shippingp whensoever 
they shall detirmine out breach with these people) to send Captain 
Roger Aliddleton, with a few attendants and a small present, in 
the forme of an Agent, to salute the Governor of Danda Rojapore 
Castle in a friendly inanner, desireing him to give harbour to our 
shipping, if our occasions should so require; and to proceed 
further according unto such instructions as wee shafl give him. 
But our main scope is that, under this forme, hee may take a veiw 
of the strength of the place, how scituatod, the best way to be 
assailed, etc., that, if wee cannot fairly obtaine it, xvee may forcibly 
by our shipping, and that la^-fully, considering them as pirats. 
It was finally concluded that, in regard of the raines, which are yet 
to fall, the many rivers to be passed, and great espence in the 
journey at present, notwithstanding our desires to have sent them 
speedily away, that wee might know how to proceed ’while our 
shipping are here, that it be deferr'd untill August next, when our 
pinnace is expected, which may give them speedy transport with 
small expence- 

The pinnace (the Sw^ly) was now available^ and it w^as decided 
to proceed with the project, giving Middleton a colleague in the 
person of Edward Lloyd. The latter had come out to India in the 
service of Courtcen's Association about 1643 and w^as at 
until that factory was seiied by the natives five years later. After 
that he seems to have traded on his own account until he was 
enrolled in the service of the Company. Ho was therefore familiar 
with the Malabar ports and could usefully supply any want of 
experience on the part of Middleton, who was of course employed 
for the sake of his military knowledge. The instructions given to 
the two envoys, dated S November, 1660, arc worth quoting at 
some length. Nothing, it wrill be seen, was said about visiting 
KhSrepatan, although this place had been specially menricned by 
the Company. 

In the month of Juno last, at a full consultation, it was resolved 
tmd concluded that a place of residence, according to the order 
of our honourable employers, should be sought out to settle upon 
and build a fortification etc. Wee then pitched on both of you,' 
as esteeming you the fittest persons, one to observe w'hat accommo¬ 
dation for a fort, the others experience in those parts now directed 

* Tlii$ wfta tts mil be «efi. from the quotation 
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unn> being very mtichp and therforc best able to mforme. In the 
first place, therfore, wee desire you to put into Danda Rojapore, 
there to salute the Governour or commauoder of the castkp as to 
obscHpT the port, scittiation, and accommodation of the place; 
but ith the most of care of your owne persons, sending the boat 
OB shore well man'd, and observ'ing the countenaunccs of the shore 
before landing; acquainting them that from u$ you arc only 
desired to present a piscash delivered you, o-f salt in and cloth^ with 
a complement (for write wee could not, not knowing his titles)^ and 
that uppon only a desire of correspondeneej as also lycense to 
\nsstt his portp if occation present; and other words of courtesie 
^nt may gaine you the time of vciw^ing what w*ec have desired. 
You may discourse of what tends unto a knowledg of his condition, 
now force, or willingne^ to sell the fort^ if that you find you may 
doc It Without danger to your persons, which wtc desire you to 
take care of. VVhich done, and that you have accomplish'd our 
desires (if possible) of veiwing the fort and island so much as 
possible, set saile for the mouth of the river of Carwarr, where 
Mr, Lloyd in formes lyeth two islands three leagues to the south' 

watered, the other wooded,^ That 
on which 13 the water wee desire you to fully veJw^ both the eon* 
veniencics for a fort and towne* as also if about the island there 
be an^^ harbour or road that shipping may ride all the ycaro, the 
true distance of it from the mouth of Carwarr river, the distance 
from the shore, the bigness of it, the length, and what distance the 
lountaine^head of wrater is froiti the sea side; as also the distance 
or the other island from this named, how wooded. But this that 
hath the water on it wee desire to be most punctually satisfied 
m ; and Mr, Lloyd t(^lay it downe in a platt [i.e. map] f to veiw the 
ground wdh whether fitt to bare any corne if mannur'd [i.e* culti* 
vated], or of what constitution it is. And if you encounter with any 
boats thereabouts, to enquire the best you can if that any prince 
nf the neighbouring country ownes it or makes any accompt of it, 
or useth it at any tymt% Which done and dispatched in a day or two, 
retourne back to Goa* There, if the Dutch will give you leave, 
you may goc in to salute the Governours of the place and the 
officers. Is ext; to provide 20 butts of arrack, which Mn Lloyd 
IS dc$ired to buy and pay for so cheap as possible; if they are 
procure^jle at 2o lyalls, pipe and all, not to faile the buying of 
them. This w^ee desire^ may be dispatched in five dayca at the 
tarthest. And while doing, at your vissiting of the Governours, if 

^ The liquid ii ddubtl«u AhjidsT* whidi hti $ mlto uuUi-wnt of Kirwdr; 

the other nwy he Elcphflflt lilimd. n»r Kftmar H«id, Aojidiv ii xciwmtimd for iu 
In t66j by Sir Abralwiti Shipman whik waiiuig for the irRiisler of Bomba-y. 
He and HriSst qf hil meti died Cn the isloiid. 
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€ccation prcseat^ discourse of the island called tho Ellephant,^ 
lying in Bombay; if you see time^ craving leave to reside on it, 
with the consent of the owners using such arguments unto theTn 
as your experience will best dictate. Wee suppose the Dutch will 
not hinder your going In, being only for arrack, and you giving 
of them civil! respect will cause them to be more courteous; 
for wee would not have you forget nor loose the opportunitie of 
discoursing with the Governours concerning the island premeO' 
tion'd. . . . Fifty ryalls | is delivered you for expen ces as you see 
occation; also five yards sat tin and three yards of scarlet for 
a present at Danda Rojaporc. 

The records are silent as to the results of this interesting expedi¬ 
tion. Presumably some account was given to the Company in the 
letter sent home by the ships early in i68t ; but this is not extant, 
and the Surat Factory Records also fail us at the end of i6bo. 
The only reference to the matter is contained in a note written at 
Swally by Andrews to Lambton at Surat on 27 lltecember, 1660, 
in which it is stated that 

The pinnace is arrived safe^ and that Captain Middleton is very 
sick; but expectation is very well answeared, and shall be made 
knownc unto you at meeting. 

From the Dagh-R^giskr, BaU^tna, 1661 {p, 96)p we learn, however, 
that the S-cvally on 2i November passed through the Dutch fleet 
blockading Goa on her way to Klrwar, where siie landed two 
Englishmen and some Indian merchants. She then, with the per¬ 
mission of the Dutch admiral, went into Goap and again passed 
through the blockading fleet on ii Docemberi bound for Surat. 

A letter to Taita of 12 November, i66op announces the arrival 
of the Vim from Lahrlbandar, and mentions that the Eagk has not 
yet appeared. To help pay for the goods bought in Sind a quantity 
of gold is forwarded (apparently some brought from Guinea by the 
Blackamoory A similar consignmentp sent to Ahmadabadp pro* 
duced a yield much below the expectatious of the President and 
Council, who, in a letter of 21 November to Craddock and his 
associatesp expressed their dissatisfaction on that and other points. 

HerCp before wee sent it [the gold] towards you, wee might have 
had I rup^c more on each tola ; and therefore cannot but wonder 
at the price you write unto us, both of that and what remaines 

^ Elq^hanta Island> in BoEiLbay harbour. It will bt □tvtJcfd that * Bombay - is in 
the tEKt M mtooing tht harbotir, ivat the hland. 
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tiruoldp beiag \vo^ knowe that gald will soil for more in Ahmadavad 
then lit Surattp and sylver also ... and maker noe doubt, when 
dilhgence is used, it may affoard a better price then mentioned. 
You arc earnest for moneys, and wee as much want. Whose fault 
is it but the Companies, that will send out io,oooL to lado a shipp 
of 500 tonns ? Yet wee cannot but admire that Mr. Cradock cannot 
come downe before all the debt be paid, 41 r. Oldfeild remaining. 
Wee are not a clearing the factorye; though wee shall doe it, if 
Wee receive such another letter; for wee knowe Mr* Cradock loves 
Ahmadavad, but the Companies buisnesse without disputes requires 
him elcewhere, and wee require him do^tie^ either with goodcs or 
without. 

Apparently Craddock persisted in his refusal to quit hia post 
until the Company’s liabUities were discharged, for a letter of 
24 December, written in a much milder tonej promises a remittance 
as soon as funds are available, and urges that the goods be sent 
dowQ^ ' though Mr. Cradock remaine there 

The Mayjloti-^ having been found on survey to be so much 
damaged that there was no hope of repairing her in time for 
her to go home with the other ships in January, 1661. her captain, 
WtJliam Curtis, was at a loss what to do. She was a chartered ship, 
not consigned to Surat, and therefore the President and Council 
had no responsibility for her; but on 14 November, 1660. he 
besought their friendly advice. He had no funds from w^hich to 
pay for the repairs, and the only alternatives appeared to be either 
to leave the vessel at Surat, under the charge of the Couneil, or to 
sell her outright. A consultation was thereupon held on i December, 
at vrhich, after repudiating any responsibility in the matter, 
Andrew's and L.ambton concluded to advise Curtis to dispose of 
her at any price that might be offered + The sequel is related tn 
a letter from the Rajlpur factors to the Company of 16 February, 
i 56 i. This averred that the Mayfimeer had been bought by one 
of the Surat brokers, acting for some one else whose name was 
concealed (President Andrew's is clearly hinted at); and the 
Company w'as w'arned that, unless steps wxre taken to prevent it, 
*shc will rayne^ so long here as may prove more prcjudiciall to 
you then her going home could have done " (O.C. 2869), 

At Christmas the returned from Achin, where Gary had 

* AsWp’i ™ ftyiwnymcmi wtiii her life. 
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succeeded in securing a grant of privileges from the Queen, At 
this point there is a gap in the Surat Factory Records; but it 
appears that the Rickard ajid Martha and the Biackatnoor were 
duly laden and dispatched on 30 January, 1661, to England,^ 
where they arrived six months later. Their cargoes bad cost 
22,740f. {O.C. 2921}. 

The America must have returned to Surat either at the close of 
1660 or at the beginning of 1661, Presumably she brought a copy 
of the following letter, which the Company dispatched overland 
on II June, 1660, addressing it to ' our verie loving freiods the 
comanders of the English ships, or any of them, at Gombroone, 
to bee by them cornu nicated to our Agent and factors, both 
aboard and ashore That its contents were not known at Surat by 
27 December, 1660, is shown by the absence of any reference to the 
subject in the extant Surat Letters Sent, which go down to that date. 

It having pleased the Almightie, by His good and gratious 
providence, to restore our Soveraigne, Charles the Second, to his 
native and just rights, and sctled him most miracJiousIy in the 
government of his kingdomes in peace and honnor, to the great 
joy of all his loyall subjects, even without any the least shedding 
of bloud (for which wee bJesse His holy name), wee have thereupon 
thought it expedient to make it knowne by these few lynes unto 
you ; which wee doubt not will bee as joyfully received by you as 
the mercy is thanckfully acknowledged by us. It is exceeding 
probable that there will bee a happy and blessed setlement in these 
our nations, and a right understanding betweene His Majestic, his 
present Parliament, and people; His Majestic having declared 
that there shall be nothing tendred unto him, as to the establishing 
of the nations upon a sure foundation of honnor and peace, but 
hee vrill most readily confirmc the same ; whereby wee have very 
great hopes that wee here shall not onely bee happy in the in joying 
of soc pious and good a prince, but that the lost honnor and repute 
of our English nation in all parts will bee restored to its former lustre 
and gloric; and in perticuler that wee the Company shall receive 
such asistance and power from His Majestic as wee shall thereby 
bee encoraged and inabicd to carry on all our just and lawful! 
dcsignes. Wee therefore desire you, in consideracioit hereof, to 
proceed on w'ith courage and chearcfullnes to the putting in 
execution that designe for which wee gave our directions and 
CO miss ion by our ship Ea^le etc., and to manadge the same to our 

* Thtir tailiaciiutni<tkD» are printed in Sir Cew^e Forrest'* fttm tht BmAcy 

SiaU f/ptHtf ScirtW, voL 1., pp. 179, iSo. 
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best advantage ; being wee ate coofideat that you may now insist 
upon and capitulate in that negotiation upon a better and surer 
foundacion then beforoi Wee hope that, when this shall come unto 
you^ you will bee in hand with the worke^ and that in due time wee 
shall receive a good and desired accompt of your actions. . . . 

Another letter from the Company which probably reached Surat 
late in 1660 or early in 1661 was one dated 34 September, 1660. 
This answered the President and Council^s letter of lo January^ 
It noted with displeasure the bickerings between Andrews and 
Revington j expressed satisfaction at the failure of the Muskat 
design - and hoped that the schemes regarding Persia and Danda 
KajpurJ would successfully carried through. 

It having pleased the Almighty to restore our Kings Majestie 
to the government of his kingdoms, wee are intended very spedily 
to present unto him our humble remonstrance of the niany unsuffer- 
able indignities^ injuries, and losses which wee have susteined^ both 
in your and other parts in India^ by the Hollanders; wherein wee 
are very confident His Roy all Majestie will not oncly excercise 
his power in bringing them to render us all duo satisfaction^ but also 
take Such an effoctuall course that for the future no such adronts 
shall bee put upon uSp cither in your persons or our estates^ 

The directions as to merchandise to be sent home show that the 
London market was $till cloyed by indigo* 

The large quantities of indicoe which the former yeare came from 
you (which yet remaincs in our warehouses unsold), and that addi¬ 
tion which on the four shipps is now returned, hath debased that 
commodity to so low a price that it is not worth the bringing home; 
the A^gra by your invoice being rated at about per Ib. add the 
Amadavad at about lajrf. The Agra will not yeild here above 
35* and per pourtdp and the Amadavad not above per 
pound; so that, reckoning freight;, cu^ome, and other charges, 
it^ ^mes to no accompt of promtt* . . . Wee^ now being glutted 
With that commodity, doe require that you buy none, unlesse 
you can have ^ it delivered you at the MareoncK the Agra at 
iMh and the Cirqueaze at per Ib- Wee therefore hope that^ 
notwithstanding you write that you entended to settle a factory 
at Agra, that upon due consideration you have forborne to put 
it in execution ; and wee require that you quit that factory and 
Amadavad until! further order^ 

The Company, however, ordered a good quantity of piece-goods 
to be sent home, as well as cowries (for the Guinea trade), lac, 
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cotton yam, abcs, turmeric, Persian wool, spices, pepper, saltpetre, 
&c, WitK regard to the complaints made against the Governor 
o£ Surat, Andrews ’was told of the accusations of the Governor 
against him. 

Wee only at present give you a hint hereof, and desire that you 
endeavour so to carry your selves toward the said Governour that 
hco may have no just cause to bee your enemy or to obstruct you 
in the manadgement of our buisnesse. 

The Company then announced their intention of sending only 
one ship to Surat the ensuing spring, with 2o,ooc3l. in coin or 
bullion, and 15,000/. in goods. Directions followed as to the 
disposal of the shipping available ; and an order was given that 
one of the returning vessels should be laden at Rajaput and come 
home straight from thence. 

Not enjoyning her to stay at St. Hcllcna for the rest of our 
ships longer then to refresh the ships company, being there is now 
(thancks to God) no great danger in comming upon our coast, 
being all hostility betvreene England and Spaine is now ceased, 

A final injunction runs as follows : 

Our Kings Majestic (as before mentioned) being restored to the 
rule and government of his kingdomes, to the great content of us 
and all his loyall subjects, It pleased His Majestie to repaire on 
board some of the ships now returned from India; where were 
presented unto him some pleasing farieties. Wee therefore desire 
you to endeavour to procure and send us what you thincke fitt, 
either of rare beast or birds^ that wee may present them to His 
Majestic. 

The long overdue Eagk reached Swally on 19 February, 1661. 
Her captain, Richard Langford, and many of her crew, had died 
during the protracted voyage, and the vessel was now under the 
charge of Thomas Rickman, who handed to the President a sealed 
box and a private letter from the Company, dated 9 April, 1G60. 
This, after enjoining the strictest secrecy, proceeds * 

What wee have enordred concerningc our designe for Persia 
you will perceive by our instnicions herewith sent you ; which 
being efiectedp you will find another comission, which is not to bo 
opened until I the departure of our fleete out of the Gulph ; wherein 
wee have given direction for the future disposure of our ships; 
which designe, neverthelesse, wee have thought fitt (confiding in 
your sccresy) to make knowno unto you ; which is, that our whole 

^as3 z 
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flcctc shaJl saile, by the blessing of God, directly from the Gulph 
of Persia to Danda Hajapore, and endeavour to make a surprizcall 
of that castle. And therefore, for the better effecting thereof, wee 
require that you cause to bee shipt upon the and Riciuird and 
Martha twoe nrtortcr pecccs (one of the large and another of the 
smaller size), with 100 of the smaller sort and 50 of the larger sort 
of granadoe shells, or more, if you conceive it requesite, with an 
able person that knowes bow to use them. If it shall please God 
to bJesse us in this dcsigne, it will doubtlesse bee a meanes to make 
a nationall sGtIement ufMjn that coast. Otherwise, wee very much 
feare that in a short time the Hollanders will bee master of all; 
wee having received advice that hee is making great preparation, 
both of naen and ships, for India against the nejct yearc- And 
therefore it concernes you_, both for the honnor of the nation and 
the good of the Companie, to use your utmost endeavours for 
the effecting hereof. And if these dcsignes doe succeed, wee hope 
also to make a better setlemcnt at Surratt (according to the instruc¬ 
tions in the aforesaid comisslon); and therefore it will bee your 
wisdomc so to order our affaires there that our estates may as little 
as possible bee within their po-wer, 

The sealed box contained, among other subsidiary documents, 
the commission and Instructions referred to in the letter. As this 
document was sealed up and marked ' not to bee opened till the 
departure of the fleete out of the Gulph Andrews was not at 
liberty to make himself acquainted with its contents, though they 
would have interested him greatly, for they disclosed a plan not 
only for making an assault upon Danda Rsjpiuri (or rather Janjira) 
but also for dealing afterwards vigorously with the Surat authorities. 
As regards the former stronghold, the document, after raking up 
the old claim for compensation on account of the robbery of 
a caravan (see p, aoSj and stigmatizing the inhabitants of that 
place as * a crew of captors and pyrates, whoe are obnoxious both 
to their owne Prince and country, and all merchants about them 
orders the President and his associates, on the return voyage from 
Persia, to make for Danda RajpurJ and 

use the best of your endeavours for the surprizcall and taking in 
of the said e^le ; which wee conceive will the easier bee effected 
by the clapping In one or twoe of the smaller ships betweene the 
island and the mayne, to cutt off all succor and supply which they 
may expect from anie parts adjacent. And if they shall bee willing 
to surrender the castle up to you upon peaceable and reasonable 
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composicion, and desJrc to bcc transported with their treasure 
by yon for Mocha (which hath bin their former desires to President 
Fremlcn that then you make the best termes for the Company 
with them that you can. But if they shall stand out and refuse 
reasonable termes^ then wee doe order that you advise in Counsel) 
togithcr and use your utmost indeavours for the gayning of the said 
castle. 

As regards the spoils obtained, the fortifications, guns^ and aJ] 
warlike stores are to be rescr\^ed for the use of the Company; 
but of the rest of the plunder one*third is to be distributed amongst 
those taking part in the expedition. 

And being once poscssed of the castle, wee question not but the 
to woes and parts of the countric formerly under subjection of the 
said castle, will soone come in and submitt themselves to your 
government- 

Then an attempt is to be made to bring the Go^^rnor of Surat 
to a better frame of mind. 

Having soe proceeded, and, as in probabillitie (by the blessing of 
God) wee may conclude, brought our businessCi both of Persia and 
Danda Rajaporc^ to a good issue, wee would have you, with such 
of the ships as you shall conceive fitt, to saile by the first oportunitic 
to Surratt and demaund sattisfaction for the damages and abuses 
wee have formerly susteyned by the Governors or people there 
^ ^ as also to make new and more advantagious capitulacions with 
them for the time to come and better assurance for their future 
good usage i which the advice of President Blackman and the 
Counsell of Surratt unto us.- 

It was a curious oversight on the part of the Company not to 
have sent duplicates of these two documents by one of the other 
vessels of the fleet i but even if President Andrews had been fully 
acquainted with the Company's designs as regards Danda RSiJpuri 
and Surat, nothing could have been done, owing to the delay in the 
arrival of the while evidently some nervousness was felt 

respecting the power of the Committees to authorize their servants 
to make war in such wholesale fashion without the assent of the 
new KJng of England. This appears from a letter sent overland 
from Surat, dated 10 April, 1&61, and signed by Andrews and 
Lambton {OS. aSSi)* As will be seen, it refers only to the proposed 

^ Probably during the nqgtjtiftticniA rtlerrEd m p. pF Ew^ish i* 37 -' 4 i- 

* FoiioriiSf iCsi-^j pp. lUi 261* 
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bJocIcvdc of Gombroon. VVliethor Andrews replied privately 
to the letter regarding the other enterprise, we have no means of 
ascertaining, 

As hitherto though wee could not put in execution your com^ 
mission for blocking upp the ports of Persia, yet wee have still keept 
it private and as yet it is not publikely knowne. Therefore, if your 
order by the September shipping is confirmedp God mllingi wee shall 
not fade to put it in practice ; hopclng that more shipping then one 
wdbc sent out, for wee much feare that the will not bo able, 
because of her soe ill fitting out; as woe are informedp the late 
commander endeavoring to fitt out her soe eheape as possiblcp 
^at her long voyage and his death hath very much disinabled her. 
But if wee can possible remedie itp it shalbe our endevors ; and to 
add to our force wee shaJl desire the Agent on the Coa^ not to 
faile in assisting ua with one shipp from thence^ and then wee hope 
to have six in ready ness, vizt, the Surrali FrtgoW, 

Hopeieelt^ and the which with one from the Coast may be 

six^ But wee thought good to aci^uaint you that the time to goe 
about It will not untill January; for not a shipp from any part 
considerable is dispeeded for Persia untill then, and from hence 
until! this time and in March noc quantities of goods wiibe sent^ 
Soe that in Aprill and May wilbe all the worke, though ’wce shall treat 
assoone as in January w'ee doe arrive. But If before the month of 
January the voyage bee begun, the news will hinder all merchants 
frequenting the port and soc render the designe unvaluied 
[mvmid ? j. Therefore wee shall in January send the fleett one after 
anotherp ^ occapjon presentSp and as soone as dispeeded, on the 
Ammca (God willing) Mathew Andrewes (if noething hinder) will 
voyage theather; where if he can answer your expectation and 
bring the King unto your conditions, the fleet must to the Coast 
of Cormandell for safety, for India is very daingerous. Wee shall 
then act os the most Md best shall advance, observing your com* 
mands to act them if possible, or [give?] good reasons to the 
contraryp But wee humbly crave leave to hint one thing in your 
commission, which is concerning the reUnkguishingwhoIy your share 
of customc for a valluable consideration there mentioned^ Tis 
not the present sumc that will countervailc the loss * for it is not 
only the great privilidge and honour of receiving custome in soe 
port that is all, but the many inland privilidges 
that wilbe ruined alsoe ^ 15 per cent* for the future they wdll 
exact, besides the delays In clearing goods, sometimes not in three 
or four months time after there arrivaUp by reason of the absence of 
a Shawbunder, that comes downe and remayns there but three or 
four months in the yeare at farthest. And not that only, but the 
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dishonoijr, dbreputOi and disrispect that follow for all people 
in these partes. The Dutch may justly, and wiH^ triumph j with 
many more reasons wee feare may be troublesome to rehetsse, that 
Mathew Andrewes by experiance knowes Wee shall waite for 
your order in September as concerning our ccitaine proceeding in 
this perticuler; in the meane time provide the Amerkaes ladeing, 
though to pay our debts now standing out wee have not monys, 
and, if not creddittp must be idle* . * * Humbly craveing that you 
will please to take into consideration that a commission from his 
Royall Majesty is exceeding nessisaryp as a more plcneary power 
then wee can find in the commission given unto your late President; 
that which you command requiroing it, as alsoc the rudeness of 
seamen constraining; which with what power wee have cannot 
be hindred otherways then by faire meanSp which will not prevaile. 
And though it is not either our desire or inclination to take any 
other courscp yet if you please to trust us with a commission from 
His Majesty to that purpose, it is enough to confirme us in our 
acting with Gosernors etc., as keepe in awe all unruly persons* 

All actionj therefore, was deferred until the next seasoUp when, 
k was hoped, the necessary ships would be available and full 
authority w^ould arrive from England. 

We have now to deal with the two factories established during 

1659 in the south of the Indian peninsula—^thc one at Calicut, 
under Robert Masters, and the other at K^ya! (near Tuticorin) 
under Walter Travers. The first vessel sent in that direction in 

1660 from Surat was the Vifu^ which left about the middle of 
January for Calicutp where she was to take in a cargo of goods for 
Mokha, On board of her went Richard Ball to be assistant to 
MasterSp with a stock of about i,23of* in gold, sUvcTp and coral. 
In a letter w'hich he carried, the President and Council authorized 
MasterSp in the event of there being any difficulty m procuring 
sufficient cargo at Calicut, to send on the Vine to ' Porcat" 
(PorakSd). When she w'as gone, he was to busy himself in procuring 
pepper, rcdw'ood, cardamoms, and betel nuts; alsOp if possiblcp 
a supply of gunpowder, which was very dear at Buratp *by reason 
that one person is the only maker and seller of it \ To Kaya] 
was at the same time dispatched a small hired vessel, to bring away 
any goods that were ready, and to call on the return voyage at 
Calicut for the same purpose* 

The next letter to Kiyal (22 FebJ was sent by the Welc^mt^ 
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which, as already noted, was to land Francis Nelthrap at Cochia, 
whence lie to proceed by land to hb post at Kayal. From the 
latter place, should an opportunity occur, he was to proceed in 
a junk to the Bay of Bengal, in order to discover whether a trade 
could be developed id that direction. 

From neither factory is any letter of 1660 extant; but from one 
addressed to Masters from Surat on i May wo Icam that the desired 
goods had been procured and sent by the Junk already mentioned, 
but that the President and Council had no funds at the moment 
to pay for them. Masters was therefore directed to draw on Surat 
by bills of exchange, if possible j otherwise he must wait until 
August or September. One interesting passage in the letter is the 
following: 

Vlrce having ccrtaine notice that several] of our nation were cast 
on shore the Maldiva Islands, the Persia Mercftant being there lost, 
wee have wrote therfore to the King of Cannanorc, under w’hose 
junsdictton the said islands are, that hec would enquire after the 
said men and retoumc them unto us | for the performance therof 
vould have you often sol idle him, promising him on our 
behalfe respective thankfullness. 


This letter was entrusted to some Malabar vessels that were 
bound to Calicut with cottonj cummin seed, and other goods! 
but they Were forced back to Surat by bad weather, and did not 
saU again until about 20 August. By them the President and 
Council sent a further letter to Masters, acknowledging the receipt 
of one from him, dated 24 May, and regretting that he had been 
troubled by * such a clamour for so small a debtThey promised 
him a supply of money at tho earliest possible moment, and 
a little ‘ophium ' for sale. Saltpetre might be bought, but 
only if it could be got, well refined, at or under three rupees per 
Surat maund. In answer, apparently, to a request from Masters^ 
the Council said: 


What merchants jounks belong to the ports of Cochin and Canna* 
oore, pa^es shall be given them j but you must take care that they 
be none but those ports, and also merchants, not robbers, Blanks 
accordingly shall be sent you downe, and our Secretaries fees must 
DC sent up to him, as is requisite and necessary, it being ten rupees 
each one. And doe you take care to declare that you arc not 
liable to answere for those taken that have not passes; but for 


343 


THE SURAT PRESIDENCY, 1&60 

those that have authcntique ones, that is fresh artd yearly dated, 
you may assure them that, as to any wrong they need feare Irom 
us, they are safe. 

The unsold coral and wheat were to be returned by the ship 
intended to be sent from Surat, which would also bring the required 
supplies of cooking utensils, paper, 

Though wee cannot but wonder that your cookrome ware is so 
often stole from you, Tis well that the meatc atayes behind. 

The next entry in the Surat Letter^book is of one to Travers at 
Kayal, dated z 6 September and dispatehed by the S«r«f Frigate, 
This advised that 

Our masters are pleased both with the setling of the factory and 
abo to contynnuc it; the cloth that comes from thence, and is 
made in those parts, baring a price now in England something 
better then baftacs of thes parts. 

As, however, there were no other commodities procurable at 
Kayal than these cotton goods (of which only 2,oooi. or 3,000f. 
worth vrere needed yearly) and possibly some cinnamon, it was 
thought that two factors only would be needed. Travers was 
therefore to hand over charge to Harrington, leaving with him 
either Grigsby or Nelthrop; and was then to embark in the ship 
with the remaining factor and proceed to Cochin. At that place 
he was to put himself into communication wdth Signor Antonio 
GalvSo, * who is our vackcele (see p, 57] there and settle with him 
eonceming the establishment of a factory at Quilon, Cochin, or 
Porakad, ' for the procury of pepper and beetlenutts *. At which* 
ever of these places was chosen, Travers was to leave his English 
companion j and he himself was to come on to Surat, the Council 
* having a considerable imployment here to entertainc him *. 
While at Cochin he was to procure a quantity of *canella 
d[c] matto, called so there; by us, cassia lignum or course 
cinamon 

On t8 October the Surat Council wrote both to Masters at 
Calicut and to Travers at Cochin, advising that, the fleet from 
England having arrived, one of the ships would be dispatched 
almost immediately for those ports. Travers was accordingly di¬ 
rected to stay at Cochin, in order to provide a lading of pepper <8!c., 

* S« a fiote at p- 94 of Entlkh FaffpnVj, 1637-41. 
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her, and take his passage in her instead of the Surat Frigatt 
The vessel chosen was the Rickard and MarlJut, which sailed about 
23 Octol^r, carrying a letter to Masters, and also two factors, 
Fiancrs Jacobs and William Shipman, with a quantity of sand 
^Id to pay the outstanding debts and provide fresh goods. From 
(^ic^ the vessel was to proceed to Cochin, where it was hoped 
that Travers would be found. In a letter dated 23 October he 
was bidden to procure a supply of pepper, cassia lignum, and 
cinnamon at Cochin, and then to take the ship to Porakad. 

the invitation given us by the King of Porcatt, 
attaining of better pepper there then at CSchin, if not 

summe of gold mentioned in the 
invoyce, to voyadge thither and endeavour the procurye of the 

amount of \>’hat the gold produceSt 

For bis ^istance a native broker, well known in those parts, 
was sent, who in his absence could undertake the business of buying 
the ^pper; and a letter to the King of Porakad, in answer to his 
ot the previous year, was also forwarded. 

before Christmas, t66o, another letter was dispatched 
to Caheut, in answer to one from Masters of 20 November, in which 
he seems to have complained that he could not sell the sand gold 
except at a los^ and that in any case the amount was insufficient. 
In reply he was told that this was the fault of the Company in being 
so s^ing of Its remittances, and that he must do the best he 
could. A small vessel would be sent to him shortly to be laden 
wi pepper, &c.; * moneys shall accompanye, but theise com* 
modityes must be a providing in the meane tyme And here the 
correspondence abruptly closes. 

Before taking our leave for a time of the Surat Council, some 
mention must be made of their controversy with the factors at 
Bantam concerning private trade and the authority of the President 
and Council over the latter Agency. As wc have seen (p. 142!, 
this control was little more than nominal; yet Andrews was 
^lute in asserting his power, if only to intimidate those at 
from further revelations concerning the private trade 
%hich was being carried on between India and the Far East, 
to ^e manifest detriment of the Company. The controversy 
originated m the reproaches levelled at the Bantam factors for not 
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making better returns on their employers* behalf. They retorted, 
on 5 June, i66d, that this was due to the ships, both from the 
Coast and from Surat, being stuffed with private and freight goods, 
which spoilt the sale of the Company’s commodities, instancing 
the ease of the Surat Frigaie, Andrews and his colleagues were 
furious at the implication that they were personally concerned, and 
early in October they rejoined ; 

Wee take notice of your disobedience in slighting our authorltye, 
who are the only Presideticye in India,^ and to whome all other 
factoryes whatsoever arc to give an accompt.. ., Other factoryes 
gives us an accompt of their actions, what they receive, what they 
send home or to other places, how they thrive in trade, what 
hinderancco, what estates remaining, how disposed of, copies of all 
letters and other transactions; they sending that soe as in a grand 
register, accori^gto the Companies order, all their affaires may be 
found joy (led in one place. But you say you are absolute. , . . 
Next, wee take notice of your complaint of private trade. Wee were 
not in the lest sensible of any laden outwards bound . ., but wee 
iinde true what you say homeward too too much, though wee scorne 
by su(± unworthy persons as your selves to be taxed of untruth. 
, . . Tis well you are at such a distance, or else more then your 
toungues should be toutched for slander; and you spitt your base 
practice (if possible) to dcffJe others. Knowe that your untruthes 
toiitch us [not ?], not one of us having, directly or indirectly, in 
our owtie names or others, one pennyworth of goodes in the 
shipp..., 

It was, however, impossible wholly to disniiss the charges m this 
cavalier fashion, and in a letter to Madras (29 Sept.) the Surat 
Council wrote: 

Our friendes at Bantam (or rather foolcs) can complalne of 
private trade both from you and us. The practizers in both [are] 
much to blame, and here shall pay their freight to the Companies 
advantadge. 

On their parts the Madras factors thought it advisable to slur 
over the charges as though they related only to goods carried on 
freight terms for Indian traders, and, writing to the Company on 
II January, 1661, they said : 

Our frclnds in the South Seas doe much complayne of us for our 
enterteyning bales on freight, saying that it is a meancs to abate 
the prizes and make slow marketts of your goods. So that if Your 

^ fied fn the MTise ol * tlie India \ 
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Worships shall ^stiorder us henceforward to lado nothing but yotir 
ownCy wee shall accept of noe goods on accoinpt ftcight for anv 
part in the South Seas { 0 £. 2865). 

Thus the matter shelved for the time being* 


THE PERSIA AGENXY AND BASRA, 1660 

Though much has been said in the previous chapter concerning 
Persia^ there still remains a ceTtain amount of detail w'hich may 
fitly be grouped, as bcforcj under a sepamte heading. 

As We have seen, the President and Council decided on i February^ 
1660j to strengthen the Persia Agency by dispatching thither two 
more factors^ Flyer and Smithy To carry these men to their 
destination, a small vessel* called the SaMmaiij was hired and 
placed under the cofnmand of Worsley Hobson. She sailed about 
20 February, taking w^ith her the letters to the Company (16 Feb.) 
and to the Agent in Persia {15 Feb.}# from which w'c have already 
quoted. In the second of thc^, replying to a letter (not extant) 
written by Buckcridgc from Ispahan, Andrews and his colleagues 
said : 

The behaviour of Mahmud Ameene Beague [the Shahbandar at 
Uombroon] ta no new^es, experience having taught M. Andrewes 
so much; t^ugh [wej suppose more moneys might have becne 
obtained at Bundair* had not tw^o calamacbces ^ beene imployed 
to noe purpose, unJesse the discouradging of one, that is Abram 
libi^im], wrho for so manyo yearcs hath beene a faithful! servant 
01 the Honourable Companies. And w'oo are not ignorant what 
might by him have beene done bclowo |l*e- at Gombroon] j for 
though at your visiting aloft [he. at court] of Ettoman Dowktt* 
he promised a conclusion of the accompt of customes, yet wee 
beleive [and have good reason for it) that you obtained not one goz ® 
more from him on that accompt In Spahawme^ The Persian is 
a nation as full of w'ords and complements as scarce of good deeds 
and performances; and W'ee w'ish that for our masters benifit and 
your owmc credits that your expectation may be answ'cared. But 
tis not a lot ter or a present will procure it; another way must 
he taken^ All the rest are to no purpose to discourse ob Though 
many w'ayes to I reate with thetUi yet but one to prevailc, and that 

* Ptrs. *p«ker hm meftftiiig the kiUrrpreter tcnpkfyPii by the Eogluh* 

* A j ta. C«ft worth mho^X fl hA|rp«Dti>% 
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must be by force, stopping their ports ; and to that purpose have 
wrote unto the Honourable Company. For when you have followed 
the King from post to pillar, to the grcate charge of the Company, 
both in your dayly cxpences and presents, you shall have a letter 
and faire words, but no money nor more customes then usuall. 
6 or 700 tomands at the most, when {one yeare with another) the 
least that is due is 6 or 7,000 tomands. In short, you say you w'erc 
advised in what you acted by friends. It is good to take advise 
W'hen it can be obtained. There is none better then experienced 
persons j and there is none there but Abram or his brother. That 
carryed over by Agent Garway (a jesuite that appeared against 
the Honourable Companies privilcdgcs in Persia for the Lord 
fid lament) is a very unhtt, as unacquainted, person in and for 
our affaires | therefore you do ill, if you imploy him. But (as pre¬ 
mentioned) there is roome enough in the court of Persia and easy 
audience for us, and with no small clvilitye (though w'ee pay deare 
for it) w'ee are entertained ; but there is but one way to bring them 

to the payment of vrhat is due, and that is by force._The trade 

... is now so poore in profht, though rich in the muItTplicityc of 
goodes, that, unless there is a cutting of these Banians and Moores 
shipps off (which wee have just cause enough), the advantadg of 
transport of goodes, customes, and other priviiedges considered, 
yet the proflit will not pay the charges of the factorye. Therefore, 
till further remedyc, wee have thought fitt (as wee have received 
advice from England) to send no goodes to sell in the markett of 
Spahawne ; but dispatch all bclow'e this yearc, that Spahawnc may 
be cleared and the Agent the better attended and enabled to treate 
with the Kinge, that wee may knowe his answeare. Though now 
no strangers to w'hat the succcsse will be, yet, that wee use our 
endeavours to answeare expectation, you may all goe upp to 
Spahawnc and clcare the factorye, that the Honorable Company 
w'ith the lest of prejudice to themselves may execute their just 
revenge on such a deceitful! nation for the next yeare. 

As noted on p. 303, the President and Council had selected 
George Cranmer and Streynsham Master to proceed to Basra. 
This was in anticipation of the arrival of a vessel from the Coro¬ 
mandel Coast, which it was intended to utilize for a voyage in that 
direction. Weeks passed, however, without any news of her, and 
at last Andrews decided to wait no longer, since he had collected 
a quantity of goods suitable for Basra, which, if the monsoon were 
lost, would have to be kept on hand until the next season. Cranmer 
was accordingly directed to embark with these in a country vessel 
called the Rftpard, and proceed in her to Basra, where, it was 
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hopcdp he wouJd meet the Vine from Mokha. Master, it seems, 
remained at Surat. 

The instructions given (ii April} to Cranmer (of whose proceed¬ 
ings at Basra no account has survived) including the folkswing: 

At your arrival! unto Bussorah, you arc to present our letter unto 
the Bashawc ; whose import is the demanding our house, or 
satisfaction for its deteyainge, or another as good, for you etc, 
to reside in* His answearc positively wee desire you to procure. 
To that purp^ose you may^ if you see occasion^ present him ; but 
if you can obtaine no satisfaction, at your coming away give 
a relation of your proceedings unto the Honourable Gompany, 
that they may the sooner command to force their rights and not 
dayly, by the forbearance of it^ suffer affronts. , * * Wee leave it 
to your choice to retume either on the Seajhwer or the vesscll you 
now goc on* The proceed, both of what goodcs accompany youp 
^ also of the coho [brought by the invest in gold and ktt 

it accompanye you in that shipp you come on. 

The Vuie was to be instructed to call at Gombroon and Sind 
on her way back from Basra, carrying freight goods to those places 
and bringing away from them any commodities provided by the 
factors there. 

Whilst thus arranging for the dispatch of goods to Basra in the 
Riipdrel, the President and Council bad also assisted their brokerp 
Beni Das, to freight the Seaflou;£r for the sanrfco desUnatioUp by way 
of Gombroon* Letters (dated 7 April) were sent in her to the 
factors at both placeSp but they contain nothing of special impor¬ 
tance. 

The detention of the Ritpdrd by bad weather afforded an oppor¬ 
tunity to the Surat Council of addressing further letters to the 
Persian factors and to the Company (see p. 307), consequent upon 
the receipt of advices from both, brought by the Saldnmli two days 
previous. The one sent to Gombroon (dated 19 April) contained, 
besides a tart rebuke to Buckeridge for daring to question the 
valuation made by Andrews (while in Persia) of the remains 
taken over from the United Joint Stock, some interesting rtfer- 
ences to the Agent^s reports {not e^itant) of his proceedings at court. 

Yours of the 20 November speakes the little progresae you had 
made then as to the deliveiy'c of the Honourable Companies letter 
or procuring audience. Abraim knowes Matthew Andrews used 
not to be soe putt of, but in many monthes tymep whither 
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Abraim 'aoutd or no, spcako Avith Ettoman Dow Jett; and soe must 
you also. They will not respect your buisnesse the worse, but it 
will be done the sooner,.,. Wee now come to yours of the 9 January 
past, dated in Asharoff,^ a greate way off of Spaha'wne, and to as 
much purpose as Mr. Spiller went; though be was commanded to doc 
soe, and could not avoyd itt, because the King w-as there before he 
came upp, and he knew'e not how Jong he wouJd stay there ; but 
you have done as much, kist your hand, made a I egg, and exit. 
You need not entreate our patience for courtc affaires, for wee have 
enough ; but wee cannot but wonder at you to stay in Spahawne 
so long and then wander soe farre and stay there also to noc purpose. 
Wee bcleive the Honourable Company wdll not be soe contented, 
nor is it reason they should, with so much charges of presents etc. 
for noth Inge, . . . Your next letter of the 3d. February gives us 
a relation of the discourse with Ettoman Dowictt, which wee hope 
you will acquaint the Company, that they may see and understand 
tis to no purpose to treate with the Persian after this manner. 
Wee can only add [our hope ?] that at your returne to Spahaune 
you would not be delayed, any more, but pressp the Ettoman Dow- 
Jett for answieare both unto the Companies tetters and your last 
yeares accompt of customes; for you need not fcare the want of 
w'ordes, but deedes are scarce {good ones or just ones). And so 
wee come to your last letter, dated in Gombroonc, of the 4th 
current- . . . wee have not supposed amiss that you imptoy that 
per^n brought thither by Agent Garway; though you doe not 
as linguist, you doe as nazar,* and report speakes him not fitt for 
a Christian family. Jesuites are noe company for Protestants, and 
therefore j-ou do w'cll to discharge him. Abram is knowrne to be 
^th honest and able, though timorous and slow'e; and your care 
is to be commended that you give not creditt allw^ayes to him in 
respect of piscashing greato persons. . ,, 

To the complaint from Surat (see p- 225) that the full quantity 
of Karman wool had not been supplied, Buckeridge had evidently 
retorted by charging Andrews with hindering the shipment to 
England of the quantity actually received. This assertion was now 
charactorized as ' a lye \ and Buckcridge's colleagues were sternly 
rebuked for joining in such an affront to the President. 

The Agent hath liberty to come away (according to his desire) 
the ne-\t monzoone, or to stay; wee leave him to his choyce. The 
Ckauwne shall not want the next monzoone what parratts procur¬ 
able etc. what desired; as the President also requests the horse 

‘ AjhrSf Jn1T«zatH!&raa. F^ransKvunterSpilWjmitiier lli{i|i«r»ce£ngJijJt|r«^,>,_ 
I Sji-4. p. P, *c, » Fersinn (rfrfr, ftn ftsminnt or nuiot.dofiu). 
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presented him by the said Ckawoc may be sent hither by first 
opportunitye, if not effected allroadye. 

A couple of letters from Gombroon, of 7 and S June, 1660, 
sent by the Madras Merchant and addressed to Jonathan Trevisa, 
have survived (O.C. 2850, 2851). The first is a private one from 
BuckerJdgc, in 'which he says i 

My fortune is not soe good as to bee sent for home, nor yett 
to have any body with me Jive that is fitting to resigne to. 1 obliged 
to serve but one yeare, and two arc past already. I intend, God 
willing, to leave this place nest May. 

He adds that, if ‘ 8 or lo mmas ' that are already taught to 
speak ' could be sent from Bengal, they would prove ‘ very accept¬ 
able presents The second letter, which is signed also by John 
Norwood, mentions that the value of the return cargo of the vessel 
was about 8,275^- 

A letter from Buckcridge to the Company, dated 25 January, 
1661 { 0 -C. 286S), gives some account of his proceedings. 

By reason of ship A/oifrasr Merchant her late arivall from Fort 
St. George, it was the 8th June before I could dispatch her from 
Gombroone; after which I used all possible diligence to gett 
thence mysclfc, haveing disposed of very nere aU your goods. But 
wanting assistance, by reason of the sicknesse and mortal it ie of all 
your factors in Persia, I could not leave the place before the 
19th June, haveing buried Mr. Edward Flyar and Mr. John Smith 
' there, 1 was accompanied with Mr. Fecter Samways and Mr, John 
Norwood, feth then sick and since dead; John Norwood dying 
on the way about four days after wc left Gombroone, but Pecter 
S^ways arived at Siraa, thogh sick and weake ; soe that I was 
forced to leave him there with the Fadrys Carmclects, by whose 
caiifi hce was recoV'eredj but fell a^^iinc lato a relsips by eating of 
iruite, and dyed there tho 30th of August, It pleased God to bring 
mo to Spahaune the last of july^ but soe sick and weake that there 
was smale hopes of my recoverio then; though God hath since 
pleased to restore me to health againe. 

The rest of the year Buckcridge spent at court; soliciting the 
Itim^^uddaula and awaiting the arrival of the Sh^bandar from 
Gombroon- 

Mean while the President and Council at Surat* hearing of the 
deaths of so many factors and of the illness ol Buckcridge hiirtself^ 
► Cf. FtuOfrkSf p. 1^9. 
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had decided to send a fresh staff to Poirsia. This "was communicated 
to Buckeridge in a letter of 24 October^ 1660, which announced 
the dispatch of the Anitrica to Gombroon (see p. 330), carrying 
Matthew Forster to relieve Buckeridge (or replace him, if he had 
already left), together with three factors, vjj, Stephen Flower, 
Edw'ard Swinglchurst, and Richard Brough, a surgeon, and 
a minister. The instructions given to Forster (24 Oct. 1660} made 
it clear that he was to take over the Agency from Buckeridge, and 
that the latter w'as to repair to Surat as soon as possible. 

The America reached Gombroon on 10 December {O.C. 2871); 
and that Forster actually assumed the ofEce is shown by a reference 
to him as Agent which occurs in O.C. 38S7. Buckeridge, who was 
still at Court, continued also to act as Agent, as otherwise the 
success of his negotiations would have been imperilled. 

From the Dutch records "wc gather a few more particulars con* 
cerning the transactions of the English in Persia during 1660. 
These tell us that Buckeridge returned to Gombroon from Court 
early in April (N.S.), having failed to obtain a satisfactory settle¬ 
ment ol his claims on account of the customs, and that the non* 
appearance of the great fleet expected from England had much 
lowered the credit of the factors {Hague Transcripts, ser. i. vol. xxiii, 
no, 651): that the Vine reached Gombroon from Mokha on 17 July 
with a lading of coffee, which was promptly sold, and that the 
Sh^bandar had refused to pay the Englisli more than 350 tumans,^ 
and in consequence Buckeridge had started again for the Giurt 
in June to obtain satisfaction {ibid., vol. xxiv. no. 663); and that 
the factors had bought a large quantity of wool at Karman, both 
for the Company and for private trade {Dagh'Reglster, Batavia, 
1661, p. 153). 

Alter his retirement from the Company’s service, Buckeridge 
married Sarah, daughter of William Baynbrigge, and settled at 
Northaw, in Hertfordshire, He had a son, Baynbrigge Buckeridge, 
who figures in the British Museum catalogue as the author of part 
of the English edition ol L'Arl de Peinture, by R. de Piles. This 

^ Buckcridge's own vtiticmr b a lettesr ts jimCp x 65 i {O.Cr is lie vaspudat 
GDtnbwn 400 iCbnjus m acenuni of the cuitcimi, and 30c on acoqijnt of diDte bi- 
1 ^60. Probably ibo lat £|^ro lilvE^ld be 35011 as slated by ibe Dulcb, the eirpEiujatfon 
tubg Ehat Buckfridge had Tcraicwd ^ tOinina vs hU per^oniJ present (see p. ^9), 
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son, in 1713, bound together such papers as he could find belonging 
to his father ; and the volume passed in time into the collections 
of the late Mr. J. £. Hodgkin. While there, a short description of 
its contents was published in the Fifteenth Report of the Historical 
MSS. C&tamission (part ii). In 1914 the Hodgkin collections were 
sold, and a year later the Buckeridge volume was acquired by the 
Bodleian Library, it is now split into two separate volumes—one 
containing the Persian, &c., documents (M 5 . Polyglot Or., C. 3), 
and the other {MS, Ettg, Hist., C. 63) the papers in English, The 
former includes transcripts of Buckcrldge's petition to the Itima^- 
uddaula and of the latter’s order to him to come to the Court; 
also copies in Persian of earlier fanndns, which he doubtless took 
with him to enforce his demands. The latter is a miscellaneous 
collection, covering the greater part of Buckeridge's service 
in the East ; and anooogst its contents we find the following 
translation of a farTnan obtained by him in the year under review. 

Itt is the Kings command to them that kcepe the customes of 
Bundar Abasscc to act according to the contents of this bis phir- 
mand, which coneernes the English Captain, who is to bee satisfyed 
in his demands concerning the customes, according to former yeares; 
assisting him in aU freindly requests to his good content. Refuse not 
by any excuse to performe my comands, but carefully comply 
therin, that you may not forgett your selfe in the omission therof ; 
this being to signifie the Kings good heart and reall affection. To 
which hee hath putt bis signett or chopp. Given at Ashrofif, anno 
1071 Pertian and anno Domini ififio. 

Since a.m, 1071 began in August, 1660, this farmdn was evidently 
given to Buckeridge on his second visit to the Persian Court. 
Its receipt is mentioned by him in the letter of 25 January, 1661, 
already quoted. 


THE DECCAN FACTORIES, 1660 

The opening of the year found the English factors concentrated 
at Rajipur, the purchases for the season having been completed 
and the goods dispatched. Revington, their energetic chief, was 
still full of ambitious schemes for the development of trade in the 
Bijapur dominions. In his dreams of the future he saw R^japur 
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the centre of a large trade in saltpetre, pepper, caJicoes, cottori 
yarn, &c. : the site of a mint providing coinage for use all along 
the Vilest coast: the head'quarters of the Presidency^ in place of 
Surat^ during the war with the Great Mogul which he^ like Andrews, 
thought to be advisable, if not laevitable : nay^ possibly even the 
pezmanent head-quarters, If, as he hoped (p. 24^}, permission eotild 
be obtained to build a fort near the mouth of the rivets Tnitv 
there were clouds in the prospects The cros^s^gramed President 
at Surat and his obedient Council seemed bent on thwarting ail 
Revington^s plans^ and had actually dismissed him from the 
pany*3 service ; though the support of his colleagues had enabled 
him to set his superiors at defiance, pending the result of his appeal 
to the Company. More serious was the civil war now raging, 
which threatened to paralyse all commerce. Stilly even as to this 
Revington was sanguine. He was on excellent terms with Rustam 
Zaman, who controlled the district round Rajapur in the name of 
the Sijapur monarch ; while as to Sivaji, he had every confidence 
that the Moratha leader would desire to maintain good relations 
with the English, particularly as it was believed that there was 
a secret understanding between him and their friend, Rustam 
Zaman. Revington even had hopes that, in return for English 
aid in capturing JanjTra, Sivaji would agree to place that coveted 
fortress in their hands (p. 250). In fact, so sure were the English 
merchants of their prospects that they w^ere engaged in erecting 
a substantial dwelling at RajapurJ 

These pleasing anticipations soon proved unfounded. Sivaji 
was bent on establishing his independence and on exploiting to 
the full the weakness of the Bijapur monarchy. As we have seen, 
his murder of Af^al Khan and the rout of that unfortunate gencrars 
army had been followed by the capture of the strong fortress of 
Panala and of several port tOMns^ including Babhol ; and^ following 
up these succi^scs^ he marched upon BTjapur,^ at the same time 
sending a small force to occupy Raj Spur, Thcoe troops arrived 

^ Thk is appartnlly tlufr itoDe bmlclmg now uud as the offin ol the MAmlALdar 

nl Ik lies oa the irmem boiik of th« smfilt riv«r wfakli suErounds the dd 

siEtd stwd ntoiw* but is imw tnviftraied by small dwdJiE^. (InlprmalJDn from 

Hr. A- r. HiicoflMliif, Mr* Ei A+ Brendiwi, I.C.S.J imd th* Mfimlaidflr^ Mr, S. N. K. 

tc whom 1 AM indebted fur a plan of the town^ wiih the marked J Tho 

1 . G. Ubrar)' of the presented b^' Mr^ Macotnodise. 

225 d A a 
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early in January, i66o, and what followed is related in a long 
letter from the factors to Surat, dated 4 February, ih6o. 

Since our last, Sevagyes forces {whose actions you can not but 
heereof, being so neare US hath gonn on succcsfully and possessed 
them selves of aeverall port townes on the coast; amoungst which 
Dabull being one, the Governour* runn from thence hethcr to 
Rajaporc with three of Abdell Ckaunes [i-C- Afzal Khan’s] jounkes 
(whom Sevagy kild) . . .; where being come, his sonn, Fozell 
Ckaune,^ joyning forces with Rustum Jemah, lord of this towne, 
they both write to the Governour of Rajapore * to receive what 
goods were in theis jounkes (as the Governour informd us}, while 
they marched towards Sevagyes forces, then lying at Panella; and 
in the way encounters with each other,* in which encounter Fozell 
Chaune, being in the front, was first routed and many of his men 
kild, and afterwards pcrsucd; while Rustum Jemah bad only 
some of his men slaine and him sclfe suffered to retreat back unto 
Hookery. Which newes coming downe to Rajapore put the 
Governour into such a fright that hce would presently have ruun 
from hence, without making up any accompt with us or the towne; 
but wee perswaded him to stay till hce heard from his master, 
who wee arc informd, and doe belcive, is Sevagyes friend, because 
the Quecne was not his nor hce hers, and his syding with Fozell 
Ckaunc against Sevagy was lookt on only as a warlike pollicy, for 
hee now sitts still while Sevagy proceeds beyond him to Vizaporc. 
But all this did not really (though scmingly) prevaile with this 
Governour to stay; for hee told us hce would come to us the next 
morning and ^vc us a note upon the towne for monyes that our 
broker had disbursed upon our house* (being already about 
pagodas) and for 3,000 pagodas that our shcroff Timogy [Timoji] 
sent unto Rustum Jemah and had taken a bill for it in the Englishes 
name (unknowne to us); which bill, at his being imprisoned at 
Raybagg,. *. hce sent downe to us, desiring us to receive it of the 
aforesaid Governour. How, it was no more then reason in us to 
demaund this mony of the Governour, because that Tymogy, our 
sherolT, owed us about the same some . ..; and beside^ how doc 
wee know but, our shcroff being imprisoned (as b^ore), and 4 or 
5,000 pagodas forced from him so unjustly, might make him 
become insolvent and not able to pay what hee owed the Company ? 
Therefore wee, finding this Governour the next morning not so 

A kltet recently TWtiTEd frtren Andrew^ hi.4 betfi dated fwin HassEin p. 

^ FfOfn another Letter we Seam thmt bis ntmt wu MfthmOd SharLL+ 

■ Fail Kh&nt ^ nf Alai Khfm. -■ Hii nune wu Abdul-Kulm. 

* That it, the iKjftpAir forces Em:)Dutkl-ered SivfijiY troopo. 

* Ai wiU be seen Iaietj Ruatdxn Zamiii hod ptoiulicd to reiimd tht mt of ihe factory. 


THE DECCAN FACTORIES, 1660 


J 55 


good ^ his promis€^ sent for hinip and heard that hee ^lad ?] runn 
away in the night downe to Jettapore [Jaitapur], aboard the 
Dabull jounkesp intending to bee gonn ; upon which wco pr^ntly 
aent downe to the Dmnwfut (who was then lying ashoare triming) 
to haule off and fall downe bdowe the Dabull jouncks; which 
accordingly she did, and being mand with about m lascarres and 
halfc a dozen of oar selves^ desired the Governour of Rajaporc 
to come aboard us ; when wee demaunded a reason for bh running 
away in that nature. And hec not g^ven [giving] any reasonp wee 
demaunded our mouy; which hcc paid us in goods to the valJew 
of X200 pagodas, as per the inclosed list, and for the rest hee said 
hec would pay us afterwards But at this instant comes 500 or 600 
rnen to Rajapore, and 200 downe to Jettapore to take theis jouncks 
of Abdlc CkauneSt and desired our asistancc; which wee denyed,, 
and returned answer that wee came downe only to even our 
accompt with the Rajaporc Govemoarp ajid after wee had donn 
our ownc businesse, they might doc what they pleased. After¬ 
ward they required us to deliver up the Dabull Govemour, the 
Rajapore Governour, and the Suttaly^ Governour^ who came all 
aboard ; which wee denyed, being not consistent with our religion 
to deliver up any man to his enemy that comes under our protec* 
tion ; and besides, there being aboard of us was only to make up 
an accompt depending betweene the Rajapore Governour and the 
English; which when that was donn, they had liberty to goe 
where they pleased. This angred them, but pleased the Governours, 
in so much that, upon the newes and sight of Sevagyes men. they 
presently desired us to take possession of two of there jounks and 
to ownc them. But that wee would not doc ; only, if they would 
deliver into our hands the jounk of about 300 tonns, wee would 
[keep ?] possession of her till the rest of the mony was paid, and that 
wee would have liberty to imploy her this monsoonc on the Com- 
panics accompt, without any detriment to the Company for any 
damage that should happen to her ; with which they were content, 
and drew up a writing amoung themselves, for us to shew unto 
Sevagyes forces, that this jounk waa the Englishes; which being 
donn, they desired us to carry them to Vingola [Vengurla] ; but that 
woe could not answer to &vagy; therefore desired excuse, and 
encuraged them to goe aboard there other two jounkes and sayle 
for Surrat or some towne under the Mogul Is command. But they 
would not goe, the souldycrs in the great jounk (being upwards 
of 50, with there wcomen, being 150) declaring for Sovagy; upon 
which hee [the Rajapur Governor?] protested against them and 
hired one oxnydea^* wherein, with a letter of recommendation from 

^ Sitavli»B port tt.boat 9 inilct to the north of Riijipur. 

* Tortujjuese tfrtiro ArRhic) almaiiap fl jnuil vtati (properly* a rafi)^ 
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ITR* to the Cheif of the Dutch Jo Viagolaj hee went i ’where hoe 
under there protection. Thus having donn our buisness the best 
we couldj H.R. went ashoare, to accqualnt Sevagyes men thatj 
as wee were strangers in this country and merchantSp wee weare 
not to meddle or side in fighting with any party, but to trade with 
all. if wee could; and that the Go%"emour3 were goim and left 
two of there shipps (the other being ours, for mor^y oweing us), 
which wee beleived w'ould yeild to them. And the next day w^ee 
went up to RojaporCj leaving Mr. Mingham commander of the 
jounk, W'hom wee have named the Rojapore Mer€ha 7 U, and intended 
to have fild her with rice, beetlenutt etc. and so sent her to Persia 
and Coungp which must neads have gaind the Company mony^ wee 
paying nothing for her hull^ and ias^rrs wages beere being 5^ per 
cent, less then in Surrat, and there provisions too ; but haying no 
mony. this our intention was frustrated, and now w'eo think of 
sending her up to you at Basseene. from whence (or Chaule) she 
might gaine the Company a considerable pecce of mony unto 
Persia, But when wee are thinking of this, another thought arises * 
how wee shall get mony to pay lascarrs and to buy shipps provisions 
sufhtient to carry her up to you ? and a little pouder etc- necessaries 
shee wants ; for hcere is no mony to bee had, Vouggy and all the 
merchants and exchange men being gonn+ Which leads us to 
Rojapote, where being come up. the next morning the Generali 
desird to speak with us. And the next day R[andolph] T[ayIor] 
went over the river to know his minde ; which was made knowne 
by demanding the aforesaid Govemours, but it was told him they 
were certainely gonn. Then bee required us to take the jounks; 
which was denied him. Afterwards hee demaunded of H.R. the 
goods and jounk wee had ; of which the former was offerd him. 
provided hee would give us a bill upon the towrie wdth Vouggy 
Sheppotts/ the DesieSi* etc. merchants bands for the payment of 
as much mony as wee had them delivered us for; which hee 
promised, and desired the goods to bee sent for up; but untill the 
writing ’Was made and delivered, w'ee would not send for or deliver 
the goods. And upon that, and some other discourse about 
D[anda] R[ajapore] C[astlc]j ’which his master hath a great minde 
for us to helpe him in taking it, or father the mony in it {of which 
the Companye is largely advised), wee parted ; and afterward went 
dow ne to Jettapore about the ^apme AUrchant i la which tyme 
the souldyetg in the great jounck. being feaiefull of having there 
w'comcfi abused by the sou I dyers of Sevagy. altered there premen¬ 
tioned resolution of delivering there shipp up to Sevagy, and stood 
upon there owne defence, and tooke the men belonging to the other 

* BhiLjt A Rljg|>ur mtrtbAnt with trlvoTn Iht had |a|-^ d^ingi^ 

* MairSlhi a term emhi^dnig O&inli ol various Vki>di^ 


357 


THE DECCAN FACTORIES, 1660 

of there shipps and weyhd aqchor^ falling downe belowe us and 
Sevagyes forcea, who lay on both sides watching there motion, 
blit she fired through them and came to an andior beyond the 
commacid of there gunns. Upon which Vouggy and Velgy [Valji] 
being in Jettapore, Sevagyes men ceises on them, because the 
English would not take the jounkc for them but lett her goe; 
which caused us to send them word that wee would fire the townc 
about them, if they delivered us not our broker* And upon that 
they all runn up tho hill, sending Velgy away before them ; which 
made us follow them to the topp of the hill; where being come, 
they were all below the hill; unto whom wee sent Mr, Gyfard and 
the commander of the Diamond to demand our broker. But instead 
of delivering him, they kept Mr. Gyffard to, and sent the Dmf^to^d[s] 
commander back to bid us to come no further; and in the meane 
tyme they marched away with about 200 souldyers as farr as 
Carrapatann [Khirepatan] that night; from ’whence wee have 
received letters from Mr. Gyffard that they ^y, unless wee take 
theis jounkes and deliver them our goods, they will keepe him and 
Velgy. Now wee recommend this business . .. unto your considera¬ 
tion, whither it bee fitt for us to take theis jounkea for them, one 
of which lyes in the river empty, and the other full of men and 
weomen ; or whether woe should deliver the jounke and goods in 
our possession to them whom it concernea not. In our reasons it 
appeares unreasonable, although they doe detayne Mr* Gyffard 
and our broker; whom they cann but keepe prisoners so long as 
wee cann have a letter carryed to there master Sevagy, ’who is so 
great and noble a person as wee bcleive hec ’will never maintaine 
this action of deteyning any of us upon so unreasonable accompt. 
And wee thinkc it more fitt that Mr. I^^ITard suffers imprisonment 
in a just cause by them then wee unjustly to doc an^hing that 
might cause a just imprisonment by others; besides the dishonour 
that would redound to our nation by ddivcrLng up so many soules 
into the hands of there enemycs who arc no otherwaies to us then 
freinda, and the loose ing of so many ’wcomens Uvea (for any thing 
wee know) by pining and greiving in extremity, if not by mcrcyless 
cruelty, for the redemtion of one Englishman from imprisonmeot, 
who hcareafter, wee hope, will bee rew^arded for his suffering* . , . 
Your letters to Cale Velho could not as yett bee sent forward by 
land, theis poore people being afraid to pass through or by souldyers; 
yett this cossett will venture up the coast, for the trouble is now 
running downe, and ivee hope in one months tyme it ’will bee gonn 
so farr, as our busiBcss will bee donn; for wee are now boy ling 
pector in Rojapore and are sending up to boyle more at Nemtovad, 
which w'ce hope to have all downe before the mines falls. . , p As 
for the other goods, they are and might bee now bought cheape, 
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notwithstanding theis troubles, without trouble might bcc 
brought to port after the raines; but as wee beguEm^ so wee end, 
your not sending mony to pay our debts or to buy more goods 
makes us uncapable of doting any other bubnes^ (besides the salt- 
peeter) for our iraploycrs against next yeare. * *» Intrest of one per 
cent [per month ?] runns deepe in a princJpall of ^ * * 

This letter was brought back to E^japur ten days later, the bearer 
being too timorous to complete his journey; whereupon it was 
again dispatched, in the charge of another messenger, 00 
15 February, 1660, accompanied by a further report to the effect 
that 

Our broker writt a letter to Rustum Jemah and Sevagy when bee 
w^as imprisoned w ith Mr. Gyfard ; and afterward a maidarr ' from 
Rustum Jemah was sent downe, with one man of Sevagj'es, with 
order that what had bin taken from the tow no of Rajaporc should 
bee restored, and that our Englishman and broker bee released. 
After which our broker w^as sent us ; but Mr. Gyffard is kept by 
a rogue Bramman in Carrapatan Castle, out of lucre and expecta¬ 
tion of a bribe. Wee have writt to Sevagy and Rustum Jemah 
againe about him (they being certainely freinds), acquainting them 
with there ropery, who may chance to bee tumd out for it, as 
Dorogy [Daruji], the cheife commander of the forces that carrycd 
him away first, is* 

The letter adds that the Rdjdptir Mmkam will shortly be ready 
for a venture to Persia, but, as no money is available to lade her 
for the Company, it ^ill probably be necessary to fill her with 
freight goods. The factors cannot go on with their saltpetre 
boiling for want of funds; while their difficulties have been 
aggravated by reports that most or all of their bills of exchange 
arc being returned from Surat unaccepted* 

The letter to Rustam 2 ^man (enclosing one for Fa^l Kh3n of 
like tenor), complaining of Giffard's imprisonment, contains nothing 
of special note ; but that to Siv^ji (of the ^mc date as the other 
two, vi^* 13 Februar>^| 1660) is worth transcribing, as the earliest 
recorded communication from the English to that remarkable 
chieftain. 

To Sevagy^ Generali 0/ ike Forces, 

How much freindshipp the English hath promised to act for 
you against Danda Rajapore Castle your servants Dorogy etc* 

*■ A mn oHkef a fcimiui! oRkiii]:}. 
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v^ee bcleive bath informd you; but how much injury wee have 
received from them wee are ashamed to tell you. Only thus much 
bee pleased to understand : that because wee would^not t^e the 
lounkes lying in Rajapore River* and bee enemies to thoss who were 
our freindSi therefore hath our broker and one English man bmn 
cariy'ed away by your servants and kept and abused in prison lor 
25 dayes ; and although now our broker is released, yet the 
English man is detayned and imprisoned in Carrapatann Castle, 
to the sorrow of us and feare of all merchants in the port townes 
under your command, beleivqing that this action will hmder 
there and our trading. But wee are patient and hope for sai^laction 
by a letter from you unto the cheifo of tbeis your forces* 1 nereiore 
wee pray that theis may come to your hands* and mtreat your 
answer to this for the restoring of ottr English man and what else 
hath binn taken, against your command, 

ITie factors did not wait lor an answer to this letter, but took 
an opportunity to rescue their colleague from his guards while 
he was being transferred to a fresh place of imprisonment. 

Since our last gcnerall wee received advice from Mr. Phillipp 
Gyffard of the Governour of Carrapatann Castles intention to send 
him from thence (where wee supplycd him every day with meats 
and drinke) unto Suttoly or Chelna ^ Castle; ^d having notice 
which way they intended to stccre, wee waylayd them with about 
30 men, some ten miles up from Rajapore, and (thanks bee to 
God) mett him in atowne, tended upon by 25 wuldycrs, from whom 
wee rescued him without any prejudice on oyther side. This action, 
woe confess, was done out of passion, because wee had not patience 
to stay till our freind S[e]vagyes answer came unto our 
last mentiond, having so good oppertunity before. (R^japur to 
Surat, 23 Feb. 1660.) 

No ill-effects followed this bold action, which was indeed justified 
by the fact that orders had already been given for Giffard’s release. 
If the matter was brought to the notice of SivJJi, it is not likely 
that he felt any resentment at the English emplo>dng a method of 
righting themselves so much in accordance with his own prartice. 

Meanwhile the wrangle between Surat and Rajapur continued- 
The letter of 10 December, 1659, in which Revington's colleagues 
intimated that, having been placed by the Company under his 
orders, they * dare not but respect him ' as their chief until he was 

i KheSoa, ab<wt 45 mile I»rtli- OF KothSpiiT tity. Sivlp had capluied thi* fort in liU 

r«MU tamijaiijii. and had ebanstd it* naiue lo Viihalcarh, by which ajvpeiUtitm it l» still 
kn^wn. 
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proved guilty of some high misdemeanour, had naturally irritated 
President Andrews, who saw in it an absolute defiance of his 
authority. He ajid his Council replied on 3 February, 1660, in 
a furious epistle addressed to Randolph Taylor and the remaining 
factors, demanding to know whether they intended to obey orders 
or not and threatening, unless a satisfactory reply were received, to 
regard them as dismissed from the date of their contumacious letter. 
The closing of so unprofitable a factory would, it was dt'clared, 
be a distin^ gain to the Company | while in any case two persons 
could provide all the goods likely to be wanted during the coming 
^ason. The inability to borrow moDcy at Surat for remittance to 
Rajapur was attributed lai^ely to the fault of Revington. who 
Hath spoiled the Companies creditt here. When he was cheife 
of their empty hoi^, he had but little buisness ol theirs to doe, 

borrowe money to imploy to his owne 
benihtt; that, it now being not paid, they suffer for it: and how 
much, wee to our inexpressable trouble can relate, though must 
undergoe. The excu^ that you are not furnished being given, will 
but little case you of the trouble; therfore wee mention the only 
remedye al^, that js, Virgee Vorah. How H.R. dealt with him 

United Joint Stock to him,^ he can 
4-^ ^ L ■!? ^ reniamder of the prescDt directed 

im e 'Will not accept* Who hath that which he expects, and 
e ames ] uppon pretences, Mr. Revington knowes. Hee expected 

Company; twas reason he should, and 
S!J Lin ^ stopped. That so angers him that 

intrest lending any moneys uppon accompt of any 

The letter goes on to animadvert upon the factors’ presumption 
m writing direct to the Company. 

oflciT you one question : whither any factory subor- 
Rrcsidcncye (which is their commission, and have no 
^hcr) dare write unto the Honourable Company, or ever did. You 

government * which if our masters 
tiartlrnT^f f tfitbg Will be their orders broke in pieces, and every 

“ 

As for Revington himself, he 

foolcs himself by his conceipt Into crime after crime, and thinkes 
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to style himself the Honoumbk Companies faithful! servant is 
enough to wipe out aJI his baseness and abuses to them that 
practice what ho professes* But wco have done with him ; and 
wish, when he hath paid the Bannlans in Suratt, he may he wiser. 
And no we [wee] come to take our leaves of you also, if you persist 
in your owning of him and maintaining a faction, to the disjointing 
of government. Only thus much : wee shall pay the Honourable 
Companies debts for goodes, and desire you to keepe the 10 Decem¬ 
ber in minde for your owne wages^ VVeo hope the best, and that 
you will not run yourselves into that mine H.R. so often threatens 
us with... . 

To this fulminatJon the Rajapur factors (with Revington at their 
head) replied tranquilly on 23 February, i66p : 

Yours of the 3d. instant was received and by us delivered unto 
our cheif, to give answer t her unto os hce pleased, because wee 
arc to him subordinate ; which is ah wee have to say, and the rest 
is his*.. * Wee are very sorry that our actions hndcs no more accept' 
once from you* *. . Concerning your manner of wryting in the last 
section of taking your leives of us, wee in answer desire you to pay 
the Companies debts before you doe that. And after that is donn, 
Mathew Andrew^es, our Cheif, must or ought to know that the 
persons hce hath cntcrtaind iato the Companies service since 
President Wyches death arc no more the Companies servants 
then H.R. is not, or wee cythcr, if you should write so ; for there 
is nothing now donn [in things of this nature] that is authedtique 
before the Companie confetmes it* And why ? Because 
Mr. Mathew Andrewes himselfe is not absolute, but provisional!, 
Cheif or President, call him what you will. ... Mr* H.R* hath 
accused himself to the Company of more then you have taxed him 
with, and answered thereunto. . - * Concerning w^hat you write 
about the deceased President Blackmans particuler buisness, it 
conccmcs not this Company; only thus much you ought to know, 
that just promises are due debts, and that H R. acquainted 
President Wiche with the buisness ^vhen Chout Tocker [Chhota 
Th^ur] brought the rest of [the] Companies piscash into the 
house; which the President would %^ery willingly have fingeredp 
*ind those are foolcs that will not doe it, if it bee sent back on such 
an accompt as you write it was. 

In a postscript, the factors advised that they had been able to 
obtain a small sum of money by drawing a bill on the President 
and Council, w'hich they desired the latter to accept* Mere they 
could not procure. 

Because our bills are returnd; therfore are in a manner imprisoned 
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in Raja pore for the Companies debts^ contracted and drawen on 
us by your contrivances ; which is reason sufficient to pets wade 
unhandsome men to desert the Companies senidcc voluntarily, 
without compulcion. But wee arc not so, nor so short sighted but 
cann foresee the effects of iS months tymc-^ Till then wee shall bee 
armd with patience. 

It is amusing to notice in this correspondence the pains taken on 
each side to avoid the necessity of using the customary subscription 
of * your loving friends \ In the letter of 15 February the RajSpur 
factors merely describe themselves as ‘ your fellow servants ^ \ 
while that of ^3 February ends with a hope that they may so 
transact the Company's business as to prove themselves * there 
faithful] servants ^ With equal ingenuity Andrews and his 
colleagues wind up their letter of 3 February with a hope that the 
factors at Rajapur will on reflection give cause to respect them as 
the Company's servants and ‘our loving friends\ Later still 
(20 April)» in writing to Revington and Randolph Taylor^ they end 
with a stern : * so wee take our leaves *. 

Three days before they answered the Surat letter, the factors 
wrote (20 Feb.) to the Company^ bitterly complaining of ‘ the 
ignorance and wilfulness of your accidentalL President * in employ¬ 
ing his resources so badly as to leave both Surat and Rajapur 
heavily in debt and thus ruining the Company's credit; and farther 
explaining why they have disobeyed his order to turn Revington 
out of the factory. The latter also addressed a long letter to the 
Company (26 Feb*)^ answering some ol Andrews^s charges against 
him and regretting the mess the President had made of their 
affairs. 

Your Worshipps may please to know“ it is not every person that 
hath binn term yearcs in India that knowes India as they should. 
And whats the reason ? Because they have not binn active; 
nc>^hcr doc they understand more (some of them} but to buy 
ambcrgrcecet pearls, enfl^ and diamonds;® w'hich if you made 
your tradc^ they would doc you as good service therein as they 
doe you now% because its by the helpe of Banians; but of them¬ 
selves what have they donn ? i am bold to say that 1 have donn 
more with seven men then all your serv-ants in any factory of India 
hath donn. And, if you will give mee any creditt, you may doe 

^ nn njM-wti inielii be ekpecteO Uwn tbe CampAny^ Id I heir ppfeait 

* To Ktul Dn thcii Dnn account, ihesc being; ]ic‘innillrd EDOtlf'. 
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your bu is ness in India (for what concemes the trade of factor^-es) 
with halfc the persons that are now in them. President Wych 
was perswaded soe, and therefore would entertaine none j but 
Mr. Mathew Andrewes since his decease hath refusd ncythcr knave 
nor foole, but entertaind all, upon pretence of imploying them in 
your service, when hee hath no mony to imploy them« 

A nimour that bills for Rs* 52,000 were being returned from 
Surat unaccepted—for which the shroffs demanded the customary 
5 per cent, as compensation^—roused the Rajapur factors to address 
a further $harp expostulation to the President and Council (29 Feb., 
1660). From some passages in the correspondence it may be 
inferred ttiat one of these bills had reached Surat during Andrews's 
absence at Bassein, and that Lambton would not take the responsi¬ 
bility of accepting it^ The rest, according to the Surat Councdi 
were duly accepted* 

Wee cannot but wonder with ourselves what ground you had 
to promise us raonyes to pay the 5 or b^ooof. wee owed more, when 
you had not mony to pay theis bills. As for the 4^oooi* remayning 
in Scyndy and Persia^ you might depend upon what remaynd in 
the latter place, and thats all wee find you have* Therefore, was 
it discreetly donn in you to send home &D|Ooo[., when the Company 
sent out not halfo so much and there was but 20,ooo{. left l^st 
yearc, so that the most you could have was but about 6o,oooi,, 
by which accompt you have plundgd the Company into about 
20,ooor debt, contrary to there orders, brought yourselves into 
trouble contrary to reason, and us, togather with yourselves, into 
disgrace against our wdlls? But wee shall enlarge no further of 
this to you more then thus much : leave off your incentive expres¬ 
sions and those commands without reason which at first of all 
gave us reason to tell you better^ and understand yourselves what 
you are ; and since you have committed one error, be not CattUin 
like to runn yourselves into more and worss, least in the end you 
fare the wor$$ for it. It would bee a pleasure to us in the midst 
of this trouble to beo out of the Companies service for iG or iS 
months; but because wee know that then wee shall bee there 
servants, wee will not leave there ser^^icc now at your bidding us 
goe out of it, for the reasons in our foraier written ; but as wee 
begann there buisness heerc, so wee will end it, or lye at stake 
for jt * which is aJI wee cann doe till wee hcare from the Com¬ 
pany. . . , 

They also (i March) wrote again to the Company, complaining 
of the action of the Surat Council in refusing to accept their bUb^ 
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and urging that a ship should be sent direct from England to 
Rajapur, to be returned again from that place, as one means of 
restoring their credit. With regard to their own situation they 
said : 

Wm are now reduced to that extremity that none will lend us 
one pice of mony ; that, if it were not for our broker, Velgy Chaungy 
[Valji Chaunji], wee might starve, unless wee should sell your plate 
etc. necessaries. 

In the middle of the month (19 March) a further budget of bad 
news was sent to Surat, doubtless by the Dianumd, which reached 
SwalJy on 24 March. Since they last wrote, said the factors, 

Wee have livd heere upon poo re mens charity, in the midst of 
great envy. For you may please to know that now Vauggy Shippott 
[Bhaji Shivpat], hearing that his bills of exchange is not paid in 
Surrat, and that Limbo Potcll is likely to loose his mony (as justly 
hcc deserves), and that wee have found him to bee a treacherous 
person, that laughs and smiles in our faces, when behind us hee 
endeavours to cutt our throats, and contrives all wayes to rootc 
U 3 from hence, hee now cannot dcsemble longer, but appeares in 
his ownc coulours and hates the sight of us, as much as a monster 
doth a looking glace. And because our being hcere should not 
put him in minde of his owns baseness, hee hath acted as folioweth, 
viat. Rustum jemah being (as before wee inform d you) fretnd 
to Sevagy, hee still enjoyes his owne towne of Rajapore, and hath 
two or three more given him by Sevagy, which Abdk Careeme, 
the former Governour of Rajapore, is come downe to goveme j 
with whom came about 100 souldyers. At whose coming Vauggy 
accquainted him with the poore condition woe were in, that wee 
had not mony to buy bread, only some plate in the house (which 
stood us in no stead), and that the Rajapwe Jt^ercfiaiti lay below 
with the goods, only four or five lascars in her, the rest having 
deserted the shipp for want of mony; therefore advisd him to bee 
revengd of us for stoping him (notwithstanding hee was one that 
advised us to it); which hee presently harkned to, and privately 
sent downe men, who went aboard and tookc possession, of shipp 
and goods to. This being donn, they knew that wee had no place 
to fly unto, and therefore Vauggy proccedes, resolving (as the 
Saying is) to breakc the Englishes teeth, and, malisciously troubling 
himself with anothers estate, calls all the merchants of the towne 
to him and demaunds an accompt of them what the English 
Company owed ; upon which Lockasa [Lakha Shah] and Beccatas * 
vackeclc brought in there accompts, unto which hee adds his owne 

’ ElmherE cstjEil ‘Beclcusa’ (BlUUlih BhLhJ). 
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and the 52,000 rupees bills of exchange rettirnd (as Timogy our 
shcroS wfitt), and afterwards calls our moody (inodf; house- 
steward], unto whom wee owe about too pagodas for provisions, 
and adds that, and carryes the accompt to the Governour and 
perswadcs him to putt the English in prison for the debts. This 
being informd against us, wee were threatned to the death as wt-IJ 
as to prison; but wee kept our house w*ith about 30 men and 
two granadoes^ with two brass gunns, which made us formidable. 
But they presently found out a way to make us conformidable [stV]i 
and that was by denying us victualls; for w hen our servants went 
into the bezar to buy rice with mony, they were denyed, because 
they were the Englishes servants. Upon which wee sent to the 
Govemour and told him wee would visitt him ; but hee was by 
Vauggy in the open choutry * perswaded not to suffer us to come. 
But the next day woe were resolved to goe; and as wee sett forth, 
the Governour no sooner saw us but hee runn away unto his castle"^ 
w'here hee issued out orders that no townsman should serve the 
Englbh ; upon which 15 servants left us, and wee had but six 
Raspoots more, whom hee commanded aw^y likew'bei, but they 
stood by us and would not goe. But this was but little entouradg- 
ment when wee wanted nutriment. Therefore, being reduced to 
this extremity, wee considered of a remedy; and knowing that 
Vauggy worked all this mischeif, wee sent our broker Vclgy to the 
Governour privately, w-ho told that, although wee owed mony 
at present, yet wee expected every day to receive some from 
Surrat, and that those bills of exchange that were returnd was 
causd by the rougcry of the sheroffs in Surrat, who because the 
English ableseted [absented?] themselves for a while, therefore 
they sent them back there bills. But this worked little with him 
till such tyme as the vallew of too pagodas in a gold ehaine, one 
p«cc of zerbaff [sec p. 22], and four yards of scarlctt etc. made 
him our freind; which the next morning hee shewed to us by not 
running away at our coming (as indead hee had no reason, having 
50 souldyers about him); while Vouggy staid in his house, fretting 
bimsclfc at our freindshipp. But how long this freindsKipp will 
hold wee know* not; for the Governour and all his men aro now 
gonn downe to Jettapore to looke upon the prize (the Rajapttre 
Aiercluint) and the goods in her; where meeting with a curry 
curry»or almadea, which was bound for Goa with several! fcdolgoes 
on her, who coming ashore they first seized on the boate, afterwards 
on the gentlemen, and demanded monyes from them, upon pretence 
that the Portugalls had made many borne Moores professed 

< Pfobabty mortdjrs irc intEiuM—not tht iliclEs from thttn, 

* A cbaultry oi idoEccf plalforra wbtrE biusincu was tnm^MtecL 

^ Port, fsrwcpfl (froni ibiay ^iircrlruncT},, a tietil gallEv. 


366 


THE DECCAN FACTOHIES, 1660 


Christians; and by force broke opeii there chests and tooke away 
5 in 6,00c xphens worth in wine and goods. This present 

action makes us jealous of future mischeifs. They arc not come up 
yetp but wee expect them every day, and what they will doc wee 
know not. Wee ha^rc writt Rustum jemah all the buisness; but 
wee feare that^ now Sevagy and hee are joynd, that great matters 
at present will not admitt of smaller to enter his consideration. 
And besides wee see how Sevagy sends 3 in 4,000 men all along this 
coasts not to take townes but to gett mony to maintaine his army [ 
and so wee belcive Rustum JemaS may doe, for this is a true begin- 
ing (though not a faire one) to the purpose. Wee have received 
letters from Rustum jemah^ who bids us not bee afraid ■ but wee 
iinde that if a Govemour cann bring but inony to his master (per 
fas aut nefas) in a tyme of necessity, there will bee no dispute made 
where had you it, or how did you gett it^ but ShawbashT^ and well 
donn^ thou good and faithfull servant, when bee hath brought it. 
Thus wee have acquainted you with our condicion, which will 
grow worscr and worser, in so much as you are longer and longer 
from supplying us with mony; or^ if you cann not doe that* scud 
us a small vessell with provisions* that thereby wee may live hccre 
and not bee forced to runn away* leaving the Companies goods and 
houses to ony one that will take them ; which wee must bee forced 
to doe, if a supply comes not suddainely, for wee arc at this present 
driven to that extremity that w^ee must convert the &>mpanie 3 
plate into larrces to buy food* Were the Companies debts paid 
hcere, wee would come for Surrat, for to what purpose should so 
many live hcerc and doe nothing, for wee cannot boyle the peeter 
that wee have bought, and thats all the buisness wco have to doe. 
The Companies granadocs wee could sell to Rustum Jemah for 
great proflitt, but hee would pay for them out of the customes of 
Rajapore “; which wee aecquaint you with and desire an answer 
whether wee shall sell them on such termes or no. Wee desire you 
so to consider of this as that your actions may rather remedy evills 
past then augment them. Wee write you now, and hope in answer 
to this wee shall have some vessell or other sent us to stay by us. 
Tymesare dangerous, and although Rustum Jemah bee our freind, 
yet letters mUcarties to him and his to us, as some feiw dayes since 
his letters to us was taken away by some of Sevagyes forces and the 
fellow drubdp for the comman souldycr they understand not there 
masters minder* * * * if you shall object and say wee are none of the 
Companies servants (because you have said so) and therefore will 

^ Well dftiMr I 1^. 

* The mtAxun]^ Kcmi to be that R-u»iam ZAmutt ’wvn ynwlllbi^ to pay c^ht but detirrd 
the Hh|;1iib to deduct the value from any airwunlj that might becDinr due from ihcfn for 
cuftams. 
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have nothing to doc with us, wee ooly desire this: pay the Companies 
debts, for which wee are now imprisond in Rajaporc for (although 
in our owno house], and then, upon your discarding letter, you shall 
see and hearc how woe will leave the Compajiics service. . . * 

This was followred by tw'o more ktterS( dated 23 and 27 March, 
aOGo, but sent together for the reason givea^ In the first of these 
the factors siy; 

Our own* debts on the Companies accompt gives us matter 
enough to sorrow; w'hich Vouggy proceeds on still to augment, 
by threatning the merchants in towne that shall lend us any. 
But w'cc arc rcsolvd to make him pay xo.ooo rupees to the Company 
for the abuses and affronts hec hath put upon them and for what 
hec hath cheated the Englishp and viiU make him such an example 
as shall make him and all Banians else hcere not dare to speake the 
least ill of an English man. The eheifeet thing that animated him 
to that impudence was a letter of Limo Potelk to him from Suitat, 
who writt to him that the President told him wee are all tumd out 
of the Companies service. that hee should bee sent againe 
hether to boyle the Companies pceter, and that Bhimgies ^ servant 
should bee sent broker and Vauggy Shippott made shcroff* Now 
if such a thing bee intended, you did very ill in speaking of it before 
you had cleared us of our engadgment. Theis things are very 
unhandsome, and will light hea\^ on some body.. * . 

The second letter (in which the factors, under the stress of their 
troubles, brought themselves to resume the formula of ' your 
loving freinds ran : 

Our pacquitt hath binn made up now three dayes, in all which 
tyme wee could not gett so much mony as to bcare the cossetts 
charges to Surrat, till such tyme as w^ce were forced to pawne the 
Companies plate for monyes to dispatch them and to buy ourselves 
victualb. Our sheroffs servant is imprisond in Vizapore upon 
accompt of the bills of exchange retumd, and our saltpeeter 
lyes here and at Nemtovad and laree not able to imploy the boylers; 
in ad which wee still arc patient, expecting to heare from you 
every day. But if wee findc ourselves neglected in a tyme when wee 
lye engaged (by your inconsiderate actions] for the Companies 
debts, you may expect another protest from us. Wee have received 
a freindly letter from Rustum Jemah. and beleive the Governour 
would lett us have the jounk againe ; but wee care not to take itt, 
because wee know not what to doe with it. 

President Andrews must have contemplated wdth grim satisfaction 

^ BBiraji tbc CQinrpsny's bicker at Suratp 
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the straits to "which his rebellious suljordinates had been reduced ; 
but their unhappy situation did not soften his rancour, as is evi¬ 
dent from the terms in which he gave the Company (6 April, Jt66o) 
a much distorted account of the proceedings at Rajapur. 

Savagee, a Jentowe of greate power in Decann, raiseth an army 
in January last to oppose the now reigning Kinge there, and 
[hath ?] taken many townea there, among which was ^japore. 
A shroffe employed by H-R. etc, had some monthes before lent 
a greate person, Rustan Jemah, [ ] pagodas, [and f] tookc a bill 

(as is the custome of many Bannians that are in your service) m 
the Englishes name; therefore desires Mr. Revington to a^ist, 
in this hurly-burly, to procure him his money. He proclaim^ 
warre, and flyes Rajapore, with the rest of the English, into a small 
Shipp of Bennidashes ^ lying in the river; engadges your seijants ; 
puts you to charges excessive of peons and lascars wages for the 
vessell detained ; seizes on three junckes therc^ riding^ in the 
river also; and in treatinge with the prementioned bavi^e^ 
soldiers, Phillip Gyffard is seized on and Velgye the broker, both 
carryed away to prison ; keepes one of the junkes, on pretence 01 
moneys owing by them unto you (when they owe not one 
and intends to make use of her. Tbc consequence is left unto Your 
Honours to )udge. Wee fearc another Mcir Jumblacs buisnesse, 
unlcsse you please to goc to warre with them; for none urged hint 
to this action ; only he w'ould be mcdling with that which concerned 
him not. Mr. Gyffard sometime after was released, and tbc 
still kept, to trade (say they) when they can gett moneys; which 
because wee send them not (for reasons wee shall bOW’ render) 
their censures come apace. For (say they) you send us_back our 
bills of exchanges non accepted, which will be losse to the Company, 
There is not one bill sent back; all arc accepted, except one 01 
z,ooo rupees or thereabouts, which "was not accepted in January 
last; and the shroffes on our promises depending with much 
civilitye and no such clamour as wee have from them. 

The letter goes on to comment in acrid terms upon the incivility 
and insubordination of Revington and his associates, and to 
warn the Company that, if such conduct be tolerated, * the con¬ 
sequence will be faction over all India That Surat had promised 
to accept bilb from Rajapur up to 50,000 rupees is admitted. 

Wee were then treatinge with Virgee Vorah for mone^, who 

promised us ioo,ooo rupees ready downe and 5^^*w more some smaU 
tyme of tor. Wee might wqUp therefore, bidd them charge ns. This 

* The Diitnr^d bd«>Ti5Hl lO SeTLi DaJ* 
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wee h:xd performed, had not Choutes careLes^nesse and VJrgee 
Vor^ €ovetousne$se (seeing our necessitye) raised his intre^t 
so high that wee could not meddLc with it i therefore forbore tiU 
moneys expected come from Persia ten daies hence, and then the 
bills shall be paid* None but Virgcc Vorah hath monye to lend, 
or will lend ; all but he havinge bcene so abused by perticular 
persons borrowing and not paying, as Mr* Revington knowes 

The detention of the vessel which was to carry this letter to 
Basra enabled the Surat Cbuncil to address a further communica¬ 
tion to the Company on 13 April, in the course of which they 
repeated rumours—happily unfounded—^af disasters having over¬ 
taken the English at Rajapur. 

It is wrote from Daman etc. places neare Rajaporc that he 
[i.e. Revington] with the rest by the countrey people of Decann 
are put in prison, the house on which he layd out so much of your 
money (uppon promiss of repaJement by Rustan Jemah) is burnt, 
the horses which he carryed away with him from hence, under 
notion of his owne, and without leave or lycense (scorning it) put 
to Your Honours accompt^ are taken away, and they restrained; 
all proceeding from his rash precipitating himself into those dangers 
rehearsed, w^hich concerned him not. Wee heare ao yet nothing 
from thenij knowing they will not write unto us so long as they can 
have any hope of deliverye, because they have so much abused 
and slighted our power as persons, at our letter making a May game 
(which wee are informed of by eye witnesses). Yet our charitye 
shall not be in wrord only, but in deed, and so soone as wee are 
ascertained of their condition, shall not faile to remedie and 
deliver them ; but withall shall not imploy those in your service 
which by your orders are secluded, till further order, 

Andrews and his colleagues now proceeded to take drastic 
measures in regard to their refractory subordinates. At a con¬ 
sultation held on 16 April, 1660, it was agreedj lest Revington's 
proceedings should lead to a breach with the local authorities, 

To send our declarations to the governours of that country, 
disowning the hostile and unwarrantabte acts of the said H* Reving¬ 
ton and his adherents. And^ as wee have formerly disowned Henry 
Revington, the chief actor, so doe wee now discard Randolph 
Taylor from the Honourable Companies service, for refusing to 
comply with our orders when wee appointed him chief there, but 
contrarily contynnuing the only maintalnour of H* Revington 
in his unw'arrantable courses ; and shall write to the rest (whome 
wee are so charitable as to think misled by the other) to repaire 
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unto us, there being no employment for them there. And least the 
pretence of their engagements there for the Honourable Company 
should impeed their coming, wee shall send to the merchants of that 
towne a certiftcate, under the hands of the sheroffs of this place^ 
that they are contented to stay for their mony till such time that 
wee are accommodated, which wee expect suddenly from Persia, 
and then shall wee clcare our employers debt in that factory. 

Accordinglyp four days later, two letters were sent to Kijapur, 
one addressed to Revington and Taylor, the other to Rowland 
Garway and the remaining factors. The former notified Taylor's 
dismissal; the latter ordered Garway and his juniors to make 
over the Company's plate and goods to Bhaji Shivpat and then 
repair to Surat, * without takeing notice of Henry Revington and 
Rudolph Taylor ** In the event of contumacy, the factors were 
threatened with the withholding of their wages and allowances 
from the previous December. Letters w^ere enclosed for delivery 
to Rustam ZamSn, the Governor of RSij^pur, and others, as ’well 
as the certificate already mentioned from the Surat shroffs. 

The scene now shifts to Rijapur again, where a turn of Fortune's 
wheel had produced a situation more favourable to the Englbh. 
As already mentioned (p* 354), Sivaji* after scattering the forces 
opposed to him by Rustam Zamaci and Fazl KhaUj had marched 
upon Bijapur. But the government was still strong enough to 
place a large army in the field, commanded by an Abj^ssinian 
named Sidi Johar, and Siv^ji was compelled to retreat to PanSlap 
’where he was invested by the BTjapur troops* Revington had been 
quick to seize the opportunity of offering to sell his mortars and 
shells to Sidi Johar for the reduction of that fortress, and on 
a favourable reply being received from the general, he started on 
2 April, 1660, for hk camp, carrying with him one of the mortars 
and a quantity of shells. Three days later we find a letter addressed 
to Revington by his colleagues at Raj tpur to the following effect* 

Youre of the 2d, instant from Rayapatan and another of the 3d. 
ditto from Aniscorah ^ were delivered us yesterday [ the first 
by the peuon you retumd, and the latter by the maldar that came 
from the King, who misinformd you that the phirmaund hce 

^ Tthj ern tlw tfi EiipAlui t9|, isd AfUisktltm ax fnitci 
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brought was for the English, for that at his arrival! here it 
delivered to the Governoufj Abdel! Caieera (to whom itt was 
directed), in same place and forme that you received yours in. 
The importc thereof is cheifely to command the Governour to 
assist and furnish the English with all things necessary for tranS' 
portation of the morter peeces and gtanadoes whether Syddy Jorc 
shall require them to bee sent, and that with all expedition possible; 
for the better effecting whereof hee is likewise required to assist 
himselfe in person and accompany them to Syddy Jores residence i 
which if hee shall deny to obay, hee shall bee proceeded against 
as an enemy to his princOt in being disobedient to his commands. 
To this Abdle Carceme hath answered that with all readyness hcc 
will observe the Kings commands contcyned in his phirmaunds;, by 
assisting us with what necdiull for our purpose in this affaire “ but 
there b no heed to bee taken to what hce saith^ Therefore, if you 
dispose of the re^ of the shells and morter peeces, it wiU bee 
necessary mccsurcs [carriers * Hind. i 7 ta^:ur] and oxen bee sent 
thence to fetch them* for otherwise by one meanes or other they 
will bee wanting here, as before; though the Governour tells the 
raaldars that hee furnished meisurea etc, to carry up them already 
sent, which (according to the custome of the countryc) they seeme 
to beleive, though they know hcc lyes. I have acquainted the 
maldars with what quantity is all ready gon towards Syddy Jore, 
and of your going thether purposely to treat about them ; whereof 
if said Syddy desires a greater quantity (as wee hope hee will), 
that upon your advice thereof and order for the same, they shall bee 
sent up; with which they are very well satisfied* Wee sent this 
morning to the Governour for a receipt for the morter peece and 
four granadoes hee received for his master ; but hee refuseth 
to give any acknowlidgmcnt thereof, alledging that they were 
sent up by vertue of a letter from Rustum Jemah unto you and 
therefore his receipt is needless ; which answer, as hee is a rogue, 
and wee in the condition wee are, must accept of. The Governour 
tells Tapidas that the two men that came last night from Rustum 
jemah brought him a eoppy of the letter you first wrote to Syddy 
Jore, and that his master is much displeased with the English for 
selling the granadoes to Syddy Jorc, when they were first promised 
him; for which eanse hee intends to remove the English from all 
his ports and eotertatne the Dutch, having for that end sent them 
some clothes etc. to Vingola. Bat this is so like the rest of this 
gentpemans ?] fables that wee cannot beleive more of this story 
then that the coppy of said letters is sent him ; which how it comes 
to pass, itt would bee worth enquiring after. Wee are now glad to 
hcare of the victory you say the King hath obtoyned against 
Sevagy, and hope your next will conferme the truth thereof.., * 

ab 3 
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To Surat Taybr and his colleagues wTote on 16 Apri4 x66a 
(the very day on which the President and Council decided to dismiss 
Taylor and recall the rest), advising that before hU departure 
Revingtoni to satisfy the more importunate of their creditors^ 
had undertaken thatj should no money arrive from Surat in 
a fortnight^ fresh bills should be given them on that factory. 
They daily expc^cted to be called upon for these^ and hopped that the 
President and Council would not fail to accept them on presenta¬ 
tion- As regards Revington^s journey up country, this 

Was caused partely by the severall affronts wee heere dayly 
received by the iastigation of Vauggy Sheppott (as formerly ad v‘ised 
you), which wee all beleivd Mr» Revin^ons goeing £md appear¬ 
ing to persons of more noblenesse and authorety then those by 
whom Wee were thus abused would put a period unto, and partely 
through hopes of disposing of some of the Companys granadoes with 
Siddy JorOp genrali of the Kings forces (about r3,ooo men, now 
lying before Panella Castell), to whom Mr. Revington had wrote 
concerning them, and hce sent some of his men to Rajapore for 
a muster [j*e* sample] of i w'hieh accordingly was sent iri a morter 
pcccc and 50 granado shclb; which Mr, Revinton likewise accom^ 
panyd, taking Mr. Mingham and Mr,^ Gyffard^ together with our 
broker Velgy, along with him to conclude for their price* in case 
they were lyked of by said geirra]]. Since w'hich his departure 
(being the 2 instant) w'ce have received sundry letters from hinip 
signifying his most courtious and noble reception unto the camp of 
said genrali, Syddy Jore ; being conducted thethcr from CoUaporc 
[Kolhapur] (some S or 10 miles thence) by some of the gcnralls men 
w^hich were sent thether^ togather with his pallanken and a horse 
for same purpose* and about 100 persons wdth an elbphant etc- 
attending his nearer approch to the gcnralls ow^ne tent ; w'here 
hec was received in such curtious manner that anffiticntly declares 
the deffercnce betweenc such noble dispositions and those rascallones 
wee so often are abused by for want of acquaintance with the former^ 
As yett the jr*inadocs are not sould; but when they are. and any 
thing else offers there worthy your notice* you will bee punctually 
informd therof by Mr. Revington himselfc. 

The factors then announced that they had succeeded in selling 
part of their stock of brimstone* and that retribution had fallen on 
their enemy, Bhaji Shivpat. 

The 9th instant about 100 of Rustum Jemahs men* comeing 
bother for same purpose, Sayd hould on Vauggy Sheppott and 
conveyed him with all expedition towards Hookery * where wee 
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this day have newes h&e is safe airivtl, but beleivc io,ck)o pagodas 
will sc^trsJy ransome him thence; which purushment how justly 
hec hath merrited from Rustum jemah wee know no more of then 
that they say in genrall hec hath cheated him severall w'ayes» 
having alwayes his Govcmotir at his beck, and rucling him as hce 
pleases. »* ^ 

It is much to be regretted that we have not Revington^s owm 
accounts of his experiences, which must have been intercstingni 
However, his colleagues’ letters to him give ns some glimpses of 
his doings. ITius, on 17 April they write 

Yours of the 13 instant arrivd unto us yesterday; * , . hopinig 
this will find the person returnd from Vizapore that went to the 
King about the granadees, which wee should bee very glad were 
souid ; being joyfull that the shell you have broke $0 much pleasd 
the Genrall. Wee can but w^ondet at the f redo me of Rustum 
Jcraah[s] brothers coming into the camp, concluding that they have 
been as much concernd in their brothers actions as hec himself.^ 
But wee boleive, by what you write, its agreable with the gen rail 
dicrecion [discretion ?] to conceale there misdeeds in this trublcsome 
tyme then to call them to accompt and aflict the punishment due 
for such offences as they arc questionless guilty of. Pray advice 
if the Mcir Mabmod Cossim bee the same that was Governour 
formerly of Rajapore* Wee are very glad for your incounter with 
Fazell Ckawn, hoping his discourse unto you was realip though 
when hee sayth hce wrote to his Governourj Mahmod Shoriffcj to 
deliver what hee had of bis fathers to the English, wee bekive hec 
ether eomplemented or clce expects to have from the English what 
was delivered out of his jounks^ Wee shall bee glad to know^ the 
effect of Vclg^'^es discourse with lus Banian, who doubtlesse know^es 
the whole buisnesse belter then his master* . * . Yesterday came 
a letter from Vau^ to a Bramani of this towmc, wherein hee writes 
of his safe arTival! to Hookcry and kinde reception there, Rustum 
jemah sending a coach to mecte him and two doolyes to light him 
to Madonias [Madaniya's] house, where hecs permitted to romaine 
at present. When further punishment will bee infllckted, wxc 
know not; but w'oe heare that Timogy, for fearc of bearing Vaugy 
company* is privately gott away from Hookery; which wee 
rather boleive, for that his sor\'^t here hath sterd the same course, 
having caryed his wyfe and thildren and what elce hee could w'ith 
him. Wee should bee very glad that Sevagys forces that w^re 
at Vizaporo w'cre gonn towards homc^ as is reported, that so there 
might bee the more hopes of gayning that castle out of his hands, 

* Evidently RifitBin ZamSn tad falTcn into distract. 
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and conccqucntly of an end of tJiese troubles. FJease to advise 
the opinion you have of Panella, and whether there is any prob* 
ability of redemcion.... 

The next letter, of 23 April, t66o, is spcciScally addressed to 
Revington at Panala. 

Yours of the 19th and aoth instant were delivered us last night. 
... The ardas [ArsdasiU, a petition] mentiond in the front of the 
first of yours wee received enclosed in Mr. Gyflards; which, though 
useless at present, the Rajahs [Sivaji’s ?) men haveing not appeared 
this way since the tyme Vi-ee formerly advisd you of ther departure, 
yett may picture us upon any such occasion as that was for which 
wee desir^ it, and prevent what inconveniences then seemingly 
threatned us. Wee take notice of what Rustum Jemah hath wrote 
you, parte whereof, ^ his desire to have your company in Hookery 
or your retume to Rajajwrc, this Bramyny that hc« hath sent 
downe signified unto Tapidas, to the end hee might acquaint us 
therewith j which what to think of wee know not, being soe much 
jugling and baseness amoungst the best of them in this country'; 
but wee bclcive your answer thereto will oblidge him to declare 
his minde a little more fully, and if you could bee assured that hee 
had no ill meaning in his inviting you to Hookery, Jn respect to 
our future quiett (upon any alteration of the tymes) it would bee 
Very convenient that you accepted of his invitation and give him 
® by which wee should bee cleared of all jealouzies that his 

misinformation may have caused a conception of; but this wee 
doubt not but you will seriously consider of before you put it in 
execution. Wee bclcive from what you w^ritc of Vauggy's buisness 
at Hookery, that it goes not soe well on as Rustum Jemahs men 
themselves yesterday were made to belcivc itt did, and that by 
a letter that was said to come from Korrtndas [Narayan Das] 
at Hookery, wherein hee advises his correspondent here that Vauggy 
was sett at lyberty, having made his composition, but upon what 
conditions hee could not then (but would suddainely} advise him ; 
at sight of which letters the Govemour and souldiers desisted 
from searching Vauggyes house and plundring it of what they could 
have found therein ; which w'orkc they were just about to have 
beg^nn when said letters came, and had not the merchants etc. 
hindred them by demaunding Rustum Jemahs order for such an 
action, itt had come too late; unless itt bee (as wee belcivc) 
a puntcrfeit one framed here by him that it is sav'd to come to 
being Vauggys freind. Wee wonder bee should send to implore 
your heipe, when hee must needs bee contious to himself how 
111 hee hath dcscn'cd that or any kindnesse from us : but it is like 
the rest of there impudent tricks, which wee hope now hee and the 
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other rogue, Abdle Carrcemc, will bee chastised for; being glad 
the latter likewise is in restraint and that soe round a some is 
demaunded of him. >. > Wee arc sorry you have received so much 
prejudice by the badnessc of that water, and wish wee could con¬ 
tribute any thing to ease you thereof; but you having the doctor 
with you, wee cann only pray for a blessing on those meanes which 
hee may use for your recovery. The next buisness wee meat withall 
b that about the granadoes, wherein you desire our openions, 
which wee incert to bee agreeable with yours, provided the agree* 
meat may bee made authentique by the Queens signifying unto 
you her approval! thereof, which upon any alteration of gover- 
nient wee conceive may bee an assbtance to us for the recovery 
of our right, in case any enemyes of the present genralls (Syddy 
Jore} should for the future roguisly alledge that hcc abused his 
trust with those blanks the Quccne had given him her chop [seal: 
ckhdp] toe; or least upon change of the goverraent unto Sevagy, 
hee as our enemy may plead the like, although all unreasonable..., 
The putting off of so dull a comodity here at present upon see good 
termes will doubtless prove a ve^ acceptable peece of Mrvice to 
our honourable imployers; for if their occations requires s,ooo 
candy of peetcr per annum (the quantity you sett downe), as tis 
probable they may, the Kings halfe customc at the pitts (which 
is I of a pagoda per candy), being what wee conclude you meane 
(though then there is an error in setting downe the amounts of 
the custome), will amount to a considerable parte of the yallew of 
the Companys looo shells and there morter peece, which [wee] 
supose, little more or less, will bee what you have incerted, 3,500 
pagodas; and then the purchase of said haUe customc for ever 
is soone disernd the difference for the Companies benifftt betweene 
this way of disposing of their granadoes and for ready mony, could 
itt bee procured.’^ But if this agreement cannot bee concluded, wee 
should bee glad any other way could bee thought on for their 
dbposall, whidi wee doubt not but you will endeavour to effect.... 
Since writing hereof, wee have newes that Vauggy hath made his 
composition at Hookery for 18,000 pagodas, viit. 13,000 to Rustum 
Jemah and 3,000 to some of bis servants; whereof [wee] bcleivc 
you will have notice before this cann arrive unto you. As yett they 
doe not make show of intentions to abuse any elce of this townc; 
but now having done with Vouggy, if any such designe is in hand, 
it will quickly appeare.... 

Five days later, Taylor and Garway wrote again to Revington, 

< Appamtly pntpMcd to iRtpt, in pa^ioent (4r th« nwrltr and slieUs, ihc 

rctnissinn sF Um duty on uny saltpetro tbe EsfllLih miEbc buy in Juturc. This commodity 
W4J » ro>:al monopoly (fte fogtwh FtKieriti, 1631-4, p, 36). 
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advising that th«ir creditors had declined to take the promised bills 
on Surat, alJcging that, according to intelligence received from 
Burhanpur, there was no hope of their being accepted, and that 
they trere now claiming to be paid in cash at RSjlpur—a demand 
w'bich the factors were totalJy unable to meet, llie letter added: 

The small \'csseU wee formerly advised you was going to Surrat 
is heere stilt, the laskarrs denyeing to goc through feaie of the 
Syddyes vessalls of Danda Rajapore, who are said to bee abroad, 
lookeing out for the Persia etc. vessalls that belong unto this port; 
but the owner of the vessell, who is one of this towmes merchants, 
having promised them to gett the Englishes noat unto said Syddy, 
they are contented to proceed, provided hee cann procure the 
same; for the efTocting whereof hee makes it his suitt for three or 
four words under our hands, which if you please to grant and draw 
out, wee will likewise signe thereto, hee being a poorc man and 
having imployed a great part of hts stock in this small boatc and 
her cargoe. Heere is no newes worth advising you, Rustum 
Jemahs men sitting all heere still; only it is said that Syddy Jore 
hath sent men to take possession of Garrapatann, Sandall,^ etc. 
townes, the certainty whereof wee beieivc you are better acquainted 
with then w'ce. 

From the next letter {30 April) wc learn that Revington, owing 
perhaps to his continued indisposition, has summoned Taylor and 
Garway to join him at Pan£Ia, leaving the rest of the factors at 
Rsjdpur. Among other matters the writers mention that 

As yett the Bramine Govemour hath not had the manners to 
vissitt us, nor wee an opertunity to speake with him but before 
our comeing up [wee] shall take an occation to see him and discourse 
w’ith him about our house, its finishing, and what elcc needfulL 
W'ce are glad that Tymogee hath becne so courteouse in this tyme 
of necc^ity to spare you a little mony, and hope, 'when hee comes 
there himscife, hee will more largely furnish you, that so, if occation, 
you may bee able to rclelve them that may remaine heere ; Tappi* 
dash begining to mutter out a fcarc of being able to supply us with 
what may bee needful I for this house expenccs and the rent thereof, 
etc. . , . The favour the Queenes scrivevan [see p. 164] promised 
you in procuring a quick dispatch to your buisness wee are glad 
to heare, and the kindnesse hee hath donn you in giveing you 
a yissitt is generally taken notice of heere as a pcrticuler favour, 
being lookt upon by all as a very eminent person ; which question* 

‘ SindKl, »tx9ut 8 piitc* of Rm|fipur. 
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l«ss the Dutch hndc tu bee accerdiugty, or etcc they would not 
allow him so large a sallcry as loooi. per annum to drive oa there 
butsness with his King against the PortugalJ, though I hope they 
will find but ill success to such endeavours, and that by one trick 
or other hee will assure them hce is a Bramine. 

By 15 May Taylor and Garw'ay had joined Revington at Fanala, 
having on the way received the letters from Surat dismissing 
Taylor and ordering Garw’ay to bring the rest of the factors to 
the Presidency, Revington and his two colleagues wrote on that 
date two letters to Richard Napier and the other factors at R&japur, 
acquainting them with these orders and directing them to come to 
Panala, W'hcre they would be on the route to Surat, if the journey 
should be found possible during the rains. If, however, the junlcs 
from Persia had not arrived, some of the factors must remain to 
receive any goods, &c., these might bring. The juniors were bidden 
not to be dismayed at Andrew's’s threats, and were assured that their 
superiors would look after their welfare. 

A fortnight later Revington, Taylor, and Garw'ay write from 
Kolhapur (where probably Sidi Joh&r had established his head- 
quarteis) to Napier at Rgjapur in the follow'ing terms ; 

Yours of the 19th May wee have received, and approve very well 
of your denying Rustum Jemahs maldars the granadoes, for it 
was a trick that they intended, to gett them from Syddy Joar 
and not to carry them to him. Wee come now to answer unto your 
other letter (which hath no date), wherein wee read as much as 
wee heare here, that Rustum Jemah is very sorry the English hath 
been disgusted by his servants, and to satishe us hath commanded 
his two brothers and son in law' to court H. R, highly, which they 
havedonn ; but at this tyme great actions arc in agitation, and wee 
are jealous hec hath some snake under his hearbe, that there is some 
thing in his hart which his tounge hides by fare languadge. Other¬ 
wise, w'hy should hce pretend to fetch away the gianadoes in 
Syddy Joars name, and desire H, R. to retume to Rajapore, now 
that the tyme of ycare calls all merchants up into the country ^ . 

By 5 June, 1660, Napier had joined Revington and the rest at 
Kolhapur, for he then signs w'ith them a letter to Fort St. George, 
forwarding a packet received from Persia for that factory, and 
mentioning that 

The Fanella Castle is closly beseidgd and Sevagy, the Queens 
grand enemy, in it w'ith about 5 or b,ooo men. The ^eens 
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genrati, Sallibut Ckawn,^ a S/ddy, bath ptomisd to buy some 
granadoes, which undoubtedly will bee the cheifest disturbers of the 
oeseidged. 

Now comes a string of letters to Surat. On 13 June, 1660, 
Revijigton and Taylor write to the President and Council from 
Kolhapur: 

Mr, Garraway etc. hath lycence to goe for Surrat upon the neat 
years shipping, and, w'cre the wayes passable and hce well, [would ?1 
goe now; but you did not consider the raines when you writt for 
them, which makes us beleive your charity would have proveed 
a malicious revenge, which wee are sure will not predominate long, 
since the Company hath enordered Mr. Andrewes comeing home 
January come 12 month. . . . The granadoes are in Rojapore, for 
Vauggy to receive w'hen hce cann gett out of prison; and your 
letter to the Governour, Abdie Careeme, shall bee delivered when 
w'ee please to have him so, hee being at present tageerd [see p. 62] 
and now V'auggy and hee, instead of breaking of teeths, hath there 
owne neckes broken, such power H. R. etc. bath beere. So that you 
may see our buisness is not, as you would have it, Mcir Jumlised, 
and so the Company will finde.,.. 

Tw'o days later, Napier, (Richard) Taylor, and Giffard answered 
(also from KoJhipur) the letter addressed to them by the Surat 
Council. 

Yours of the 20th April! was received by Mr. Rowland Garraway 
the 7th May, 1660, in his way from Rajapore, where Richard Napeir 
etc. then remayned; which had bin answered ere this, had not 
a violent sickness seized on Mr. Rowland Giuraway, w'hereof hee 
is still dangerously ill ; and that is cause of his not signing to theis. 
.. , What you write of discarding Mr. Revlngton and Mr. Taylor 
the Honourable Companies service w-ee take notice of; yett cannot 
for gett they were placed heere our superiours by our honourable 
imployers in England, by w’hom w'ce w'ere appointed to act under 
and must then accordingly respect them. However, since you are 
pleased to enordcr our removall hence, wee shall observe your 
commands and waite on you by the next fitting opertunity, which 
wee esteeme the next ycares shipping will bee; there being an 
imposibility to observe your orders now, Mr. Garraways sicknesse 
having so fair debilited him that hee is not able to remove out 
of his chamber, much Jess to undertake such a voyadge. But were 
hce well, here were the like imposibility of our ever getting to 

‘ Sidi Jo'tilrliad leccatly been si^-cn tbe title of SalUAt Kbin (Crent DuR'i ffitigry fk* 

tqI. L p. 179)^ 
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Surrat overland, the rains being ao farr cntred that, besides the 
danger insident on the way through the impudence of rascally 
souldyers lirking therein, the wayes are not passible by horse or 
pallankeene, could wee bee furnished therewith, of which wee should 
make no small doubt, were wee necessitated to take so hazardous 
a voyadge; but the chairitye that promted you to send for us wee 
doubt not but will excuse our not comeing untell a more safe and 
convenient opertunitye presents, when wee shall repaire unto you, 
unless the Companies occations and your future commands requires 
our longer stay here. And hope in the meane tyme you W’ill please 
to take care to supply us w'ith effects for our maintaynance heere, 
which wee before this had wanted of, had not wee bcene furnished 
therewith by Mr. H. R. etc. our freinds, our creditt being so much 
deminished here of late that nothing but ready mony will procure 
us victualls. The Companies granadoes etc. remaine still in Raja* 
pore; but Vauggy is not there to receive them, being, for his 
rougish practizes against Rusturo Jemah and the English, carryed 
up to Kookery, W'here hee accompanies Abdie Creame, the former 
Govemour, in rcstrant; who was likewise discarded the goverment 
of said tow ne for the like abuses tow ards Mr. H. R.ctc., and a new 
Govemour sent downe in his place; but when Vauggy will returnc 
wee know not. There is no new^es here merriting your notice; 
but if any prefers at Panella, where Mr. Revington now is, wee 
doubt not but hee will acquaint you therewith. Wee {God bee 
thanked} remayne sure from all troubles, though the country is 
still disquieted with what occasioned by the rebellion of Sevagy. . ., 

On 4 July a short note from Revington and Taylor at Pangla 
advised that two bills on Surat for Rs. 5,000 had been taken by 
a shroff who was ' willing to trie his good fortune'. A hasty 
postscript conveyed the intelligence that ' Mr, Garraway is dead 
Tw'o days later the same factors wrote again, upbraiding Andrews 
for not replying to the reference made to him about the sale of 
the ‘ granadoes ’ to Rustam Zaman and holding him responsible 
for any loss that might accrue to the Company in consequence. 
Another letter from Panala on zq July announced that, having 
been put in funds by the sale of their lead at Hubli, the factors 
had again employed the saltpetre boilers at Rajipur and hoped 
to have a suitable quantity ready for shipment before long. 
They added: 

Pray, whatever your brest prompts you to concerning us, let 
not the Company bee indebted longer then you can receive mony 
and can send it to us, or any other, to discharge them. Wee still 
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remaioe hcofCi and so intend till the shipps departure and the 
Companies debts paid ; and then on resonable termes you may 
expect to sec some of 

Your loving ffeinds, 

Il.R. R.T. R.N. RG. 

Meanwhile Andre^v'^s and his colleagues had received the letter 
of 15 June, in which the junior factors had excused themselves for 
not complying immediately with the orders received from 5urat+ 
To this the President and Cound] replied in a long letter dated 
16 July, in which they did not forget to make a sly allusion to 
Revington's boast of the inhuonec he w^as wielding. First, however^ 
they reproved the recalcitrant juniors. 

You say that you cannot forget the placing of Mr. Ruvington and 
Mr. Taylor there your superiours • but you easily forget your 
superiours in other places, both of them and you, and what you 
have signed to is sufRcient. Next, you say that you w^ere placed 
there by the Honourable Company; you can againe forget that 
none that signed the letterp, but Richard Taylor, w^as cnordered 
out of England to reside there; the other[s] sent from hence. And 
you forget that neither the persons you mention nor any other 
factory under us, have any commission but from us^ ^ » . Wee leave 
you to your choice, and desire you to send us word suddenly what 
it is. . . . Wee sent for you away . . , and then did bcleeve some 
opportunity might offer of currecurre or small vcssailc to make use 
of for the accomplishing our desires of having your company before 
the raincs hindered; and wonder any rascally souldiers (as you 
call them) dare hinder an Englishman wdicrc Mr. Revington etc. 
hath so much power. Wee suppose ^tis only to truck away his 
owne granadoes and leave the Companies unsold^ Hee shewes hb 
malhcCj as you your foily, for all your concciptedncssp in thiSj 
that you say you cannot come» but aftenvards that you make no 
question of finding conveniences to bring you^ if necessity urged 
you* lis well you are so cunning to your owne loss. But woe 
shall not trouble our selves with commentSp though wee are not 
ign^ant who wrote the letter. Velge acquainted us that he 
proffered you moneys for your travailing charges hether and you 
refused It, But that you may know our charity in action is more 
then in expression, "wee have writ unto him to supply your wants 
for what yjm have dcs^ired, till .a month and a halfe more be runn 
out; and (God willing) wee will not faile you, both in payment of 
the Companies debts there here, and furnishing you with money 
lOr what wee now desire (if it con be effected), which is 230 or 300 
tunns of pepper. 
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Directions are then given for pnrcJiasing the pepper (on credit) 
either at Ray bag or Hubli, and a promise is made to dispatch 
a vesse] in the autumn to fetch away that commodity, as well as 
the saltpetre already provided, and Che Company's ' granadocs \ 

To this letter Napier, Richard Taylor, and Giffard replied on 
15 August, 1660, from Kolhapur, denying that they had refused 
obedience to the President and Council and promising bo repair 
to Surat ‘ when w-ee can come with saftie 

You say that Velgy proffered us mony for our transport; but 
that is not so, for hee sayes hee did not w-ritc any such thing. 
If you please to read hU letter, you will finde it to bee otherw'isc ; 
for hee had no mony then, nyther hath hee any now, but what 
Mr, Revington lets him have of his ownc> 

To go to Hubli or Ray big without money W'ould but expose their 
poverty and send up the price of the pepper; still, they will 
endeavour to procure some. The saltpetre and ‘granadoes ' will be 
ready for shipment when the promised vessel arrives. 

On 20 August Revington and Randolph Taylor (now again 
merely ‘ your fellow servants ') write from Panala, complaining of 
the silence of the Surat Council and advising that they have drawn 
a fresh bill on them for Rs. 3,000 to silence the most importunate 
of their creditors. 

A further letter was sent from Surat on 2 August, 1660, addressed 
to Napier and bis juniors, since it was now known that Garway 
was dead. In this the Council first lamented that sad event, 

Wee are heartily sorry for the loss, as also for the sad affliction 
on that family, that of three brothers [see p, 169] is left now but 
one, and hee sick here with us also, None can avoid death. W^ee 
all repaire to its gates, which are alwayes open; and therfore tis 
wisdome to be prepared for that wee cannot shunn. 

They then promised an early remittance of money, from funds 
expected shortly from Mokha. In the meantime they intimated 
that they would accept any bills drawn by Napier and the rest, 
but not any signed by Revington, A letter (of the same date) 
addressed to him was forw arded for delivery. TTiis was written by 
Andrews, but the rest of the Council concurred in its contents 
BO far as these concerned the Company’s business. As It was 
intended mainly for the eyes of his employers, the President 
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writes with much restraint and argues rather than condemns. 
The letter traverses familiar ground, and a detailed analysis is 
unnecessary, Andrews corrects the assertion that he has been 
recalled by the Company, who have merely, at his request, given 
him leave to go home; " and, God willing, had they or not {it being 
my agreement), at that time I should have left IndiaHe regrets 
his inability to furnish the factors with money or to pay their bills 
in full, but asserts that half of these have been paid and that the 
shroffs are willing to wait for the rest of the amount due> With 
regard to the charge that he failed to authorize the sale of the 
Company's ' granadoes' to Rustam Zaman, he says : 

Consider what little reason there was for such a dispose; hoc 
but a subject; the country all in an uprore; no certainty what 
party urould prevailc, there being on foote at that tinte so many; 
and last of all the small faith of Moores or Hindoos prompted mee 
not to advise to the practic of that I saw so little probability to 
prosper, but rather to wait another opportunity. Though hec was 
your friend then, yet hoc might be ove^owred by the Queen, 
whose subject bee w'as, and shee not his friendf 

Andrew*s then defends himself against the allegation that be 
had sent home an excessive amount of goods, and repudiates the 
charge that he had ordered the factors to travel overland through 
the rains out of ‘ a mallicious revengeHe intimates that no 
further notice will be taken of Revington, and that bills drawn by 
him and Taylor will not be accepted. 

To this Revington replies on 12 October (from Kolhapur) in 
vigorous terms. As regards Rustam Zam&n, he declares that, even 
if that functionary were to die or be dismissed from office, his hills 
on Rajapur would still be valid, 'according to the lawes of the 
country'; and In any case the factors could recoup themselves 
by deducting the amount from whatever they had to pay for 
customs. After defending himself on other points, particularly 
as to the sale of his own ' granadoes ', he carries the war into the 
enemy's country by alleging that the President has written in 
unbecoming terms to the Portuguese authorities at Goa 

About your particuler fi.e. private] buisness of come to Cochcenc 
and a vessell building to the northward. But I know not with 
whom in India that you catm live quietly with ; for you have had 
difference with those of the Fort [St. George], difference with the 
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Agent of Persia, diflerences with us, differences with the Portugalls 
in Goa, dififerenoes with the Govemour in Surrat, and the next 
difference, 1 can tell you, will bee with the Company; unto whom 
you wiitt us that you had sent home about 8o,ooof.; therefore, if 
it bee a lye, you are the author of it. 

Reviogton winds up by declaring that unless Lambton and 
Forster expressly disavow participation in the accusation made by 
Andrews, be will hold them equally responsible and -will complain 
to the Company accordingly. 

This letter was accompanied by another, signed by all the factors 
but avowedly drawn up by their escasperated chief. In this 
Andrews is upbraided for promising money by the end of August 
and then not fuJffllmg his engagement. 

Intention without a stock of mony and reason is like a adjective 
without a substantive, which cannot stand j therefore you have 
made your selfe guilty of much rashnessc by acting and inordering 
buisness to bee donn before you know' how it should bee donn. Its 
now the loth October, and wee heare of no shipp come yett with 
mony to buy pepper or to pay our debts; and wee begiim to 
fcare the Company, through your last ycares actions, will want 
pepper this yeare. Wee heare that wee are not only idle, but 
Mr. Masters at GalHcutt likewise, for want of mony. 

The certificate from the Surat shroffs is declared to be worded 
otherwise than as described in the Council’s letter and likely to 
do more harm than good. Only one of the two bills last drawn 
was signed by Napier, as he was absent when the other was issued ; 
but if they are refused acceptance on this account, Andrews must 
be held responsible for any damage thereby caused. The question 
of Revington’s continuance in office has been referred to the Com* 
pany, and 

Wee could hartily wish you would preferr the Companies good 
before your owne pleasures, and wait there order for discarding any 
servants of thcrcs.. ., And tiU then, wee can assure you, nothing 
will bee donn in the Companies buisness by any other then him scife 
etc. that hath already acted with much advantadge to the Com¬ 
pany. , , , If any loss come to them by your not writing to our 
Cheife etc., wee clearc our selves of it by an ingenuous confession 
that without them wee are not able to doe what may bee done, 
and what more Mr. Revington etc. hath promised the Company, 
which is of more concernment. 
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Any orders the Company may issue through Surat will be carried 
out as far as possible, provided ready money is sent, 

Without which wee cannot promice any thing possitively* 
although its probable the love wee have gaind amoungst the b«t 
sort of people may make us capable of doing something upon 
crcditt. But w'ee meane not merchandizing, because Mr. Andrewcs 
hath spoyld our creditt therin, but privilidges ; to gaine which its 
a common custome in this country to present a court jewel! of what 
vallew your buisness shall require, upon creditt of future payment. 
And if this way, through your want of present raony, cann beni6tt 
the Gimpany, write os, and wee question not but to manifest our 
selves 

There profitable servants, 

H.R. R.T. R.N. R,T. P.G. 

Four days later Revington wrote on his own account to Mlrza 
Arab, Governor of Surat, complaining that payment bad been 
stopped of an amount due to him for guns sold to the former 
Governor (see p. 124). He added : 

If any wrong bee donn you by any English, advise mee of it, 
and I shall advise my masters in England, who are so much freinds 
to your country as wee expect an extraordina^ person to come out 
for India to continue that love and amity with Orangzeeb as wee 
had with Shaw Jehaunn, 

In aTtting thus, Revington no doubt desired to draw from Mirza 
Arab fresh materials for accusations against President Andrews. 

To the letters of 15 August the Surat Council replied on 
20 September by two short notes, one addressed to Revington 
and Taylor, the other to Napier and the remaining factors. The 
former intimated that their bill for Rs. 3,000 had been rejected, 
and that future bills or letters from them (' in the same humour 
would be ignored entirely. The latter refused to * answere fooles 
in their folly ’ t declared that VSJji's letter in their poss^ion bore 
out what they had stated : and cancetted the former orders for the 
provision of pepper. On receipt of these communications, Reving'^ 
ton and his colleagues sent Gtffard down to RSjdpur to await the 
arrival of a vessel from Surat. On 3 November, 1660, news having 
come to Kolhapur that the Blackamoor had reached Rlijipur, 
it was decided that Randolph Taylor and Napier should proceed 
thither at once. Richard Taylor was at Nemtovad, clearing the 


THE DECCAN FACTORIES, 1660 3S5 

saltpetre there with a view to his taking it to the port; and 
Revington intended * suddaineJy to bee downe at Kajaporc * also. 

Here the Rajapur Register of Letters Sent comes to an abrupt 
conclusion, and we are left dependent on references In other series 
for further information. The Bla^kimwor brought two letters from 
the President and Council. The first of these {23 Oct.), addressed 
to Napier, Richard Taylor, and Giffard, announced that goods 
were now sent for sale which, with certain sums to be recovered 
from Revington for charges disallowed, w'ould suffice to discharge 
the debts and pay for the saltpetre and pepper (K any had been 
bought). The ‘ granadoes' were to be sold, if possible; if not, 
they w'cre either to be returned to Surat, or to be left behind in the 
charge of Richard Taylor and Valji. Napier and Giffard were to 
embark in the Blackavu^or for Surat, where they were assured of 
a favourable reception. In the other letter (37 Oct*) Revington 
and Randolph Taylor were reminded that 

Notwithstandinge your abuses, wee have invited you to a com* 
pliance and a Christian practice, as also proffered privately good 
employments, provided you will performe your dutyes, our dcsignes 
being nothingc but the Honourable Companies beaifit, not any mans 
mine . . . yet you have slighted all with pride and scome that 
doth now cause us to be silent in publike; and when you have 
submitted to our masters pow'cr and owned it as you ought, you 
may heare more from us on that subject, 

Revington is told that his ' f actoridge ’ and certain other charges ^ 
entered in the factory accounts have been disaUowed, and that he 
must also take back the horses and plate which he had charged to 
the Company. Both are then desired to make their choice. 

If you like not what propounded, you will stay there till you 
hearc what the Company sayesto you, for on t hisshipp wee dare not 
desire your company, till wee knowc your mindcs better. 

Kovcrthelcss, Randolph Taylor is informed that, if he cares to 
accept the post of Second in Persia, the Blackameor will bring him 
to Surat. 

By that vessel Revington doubtless received the letter which 
the Company had written to him on 9 April, 1660. His employers 
were then ignorant of the dissensions between the President and 

» For deuib the conwltatkn at Swa%aR 17 Jaauar)', iMi [Fstitry Reairdi, Sant, 

voL ii. p. ^3). 
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Revingtoiij and the only letter they had received from the latter 
was one of February, 1659, written from Swally and expressing 
his satisfaction at being appointed to Rajapur^ The Committees 
noted with some disapproval that he intended to take a doctor 
with him at their expense, without obtaining the President's per¬ 
mission^ but intimated that, if the latter and his Council now 
concurred in this measure, the charge would be allowed. The 
main cause of their writing, however, was to inform him of a charge 
brought by Chhota Thakur, the late broker at Surat^ who alleged 
that Revington, when Chief at that place, had forced him to transfer 
lo his (Rcvington*s) private account a large sum which had been 
borrowed from the broker in the name of the Company; and that* 
on Chhota's refusal to advance him more money, Revington had 
in revenge induced President Wyche to dismiss him from his post+ 
These charges had now been referred to the President and Council 
for examination. Finally, Revington was directed to proceed at 
once to Surat^ where, as we know^ the Company intended him to 
take part in the expedition against Gombroon^ 

The letters which the factors had sent overland from Kolha^pur 
on 12 October appear to have reached Surat about a'month later, 
before the return of the SZucfaiJfWiJn On 14 November the President 
and Council replied to Revington and Taylor in a very different 
tone from that adopted in their last letter. 

Theis are only to tell you wee have received your base unworthy 
lines, and shall reply no morCi but acquaint you that wee send this 
expresse to knowe whither* according to our Honourable Com¬ 
panies commands, you will pay the freight lor the granadoes you 
received out of the E^gle in anno 1659 11658], Wee have order to 
demand and receive it j if you w ill not pay it* wee wiU proceed to 
execute the Companies commands. 

At this point the curtain drops, before we have learnt whether 
Revington and his associates had decided to return to Surat 
in the Bt^kamoar or not; but as, when it rises again some months 
later,^ we find them still in the Deccan, we conclude that they had 
remained at Rajapur during the intervaL We may notej before 
leaving them for a time, that on 29 October, 1660, the Company, 

'' D.C. li m tapy d[ a letter iTom Taylnrj arid Giioid Rfijflpur to the 

Company* dutcd 16 fcbmai>'i j:66i. It m^kxs no rekmoe to tlw orckrf irom Surat rwiling 
tht fnetott. 
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having heard from Surat of Revington's insubordination, dispatched 
to him overland a letter conveying their displeasure at the conflict 
and ordering him to submit to the directions of the President and 
Council. Wlien this letter reached Revington is not recorded. 
By the same conveyance and on the same date the Company 
wrote to Suratg deploring the dififercnccs between the two factories, 
and desiring the President and Council to use all means in their 
power to effect a reconciliation ; adding 

You may also make knowne to Mr, Revington that wee arc 
resolved that all our factors or others, whomesoever they bee, that 
are or shalbe placed by us as subordinates* shall yeild all due 
obedience to the orders of our Cheife and CounscD at all times; or 
otherwise that wee (upon notice of their contempt) shall give order 
for the dismissing of them from our imployment* 

It will be seen that in this the right of dismissal from the service 
was reserved for the Company alone; and so far Revington and his 
associates were justified in denying the authority of Andrews to 
take such a step on his own responsibility. 

It is advisable perhaps, before concluding, to round off the ^ory 
of the siege of PanMa^ The English mortars did not have the 
effect expected ; but famine began to threaten, and by September, 
x66o, Sivaji saw that his position was hopeless. With great 
cunning he opened negotiations with Sidi Johar for the surrender 
of the fortress; and then, after a persona] interview which led 
the BijSpur commander to believe that the prize was within his 
grasp, he took the opportunity of the relaxed vigilance of the 
besiegers to make his escape at midnight with a few followers. 
Though closely pursued by FazI Khan, he succeeded in escaping 
to his stronghold at Vishalgarh (Kincaid's of th4 MaraiJia 

PeopU^ voL i. p, 168), thanks to the devotion of his rearguard. 
*rhc * Mountain Rat' was thus once more free to gnaw at the vitals 
of the Bijapur kingdom; and. as will be seen, he took an early 
opportunity to revenge himself upon the English factors for the 
aid they had afforded to his enemies. 
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While m<iteriab for the elucidation of the history of the factories 
directly under the Surat President arc fairly abundant for 1660, 
there is a striking dearth for that year of documents relating to the 
Madras and Bengal Agencies. The records kept at the several 
factories of consultations and of letters received or sent during 
this period have all perished; and we are left dependent upon the 
Surat records (which include copies of letters dispatched to the 
Coast or to the Bay) and upon a scanty number of documents 
scattered through various collections. The OrigiruU CorT£Sp 0 jid€tue 
series, for example, contains for 1660 only two documents originating 
at the Coast settlements and only five from Bengal. Fortunately, 
however, it includes also a letter from Madras to the Company of 
11 January, 1661, which rc\'ieH"3 briefly the events of the previous 
year; and this, combined with the letters from Surat (which 
reflect the contents of those received from the Coast}, and occasional 
contributions from other series, will enable us to give a summary 
of the principal events. 

In Bengal the campaign against Shah Shuja w'as pressed with 
vigour and carried to a successful conclusion. Eiarly in the year 
Mir Jumla crossed the Ganges above RajtnahM and effected a junc¬ 
tion with Daud Khan. Their forces were five times the number of 
Shuja’s army, and the latter was slowdy forced back eastwards. 
On 8 February Prince Muhammad, the son of Aurangzeb, changed 
sides once more, returning secretly to the Imperialist camp, only 
to spend the rest of his life as a state prisoner. Mir Jumla took 
possession of M^da on 6 March, and a month later succeeded in 
forcing a passage over the Mahananda. This proved decisive. 
Shuja fled to Tanda, and thence to Dacca. Rcco^lzing that bb 
position was hopeless, he decided to take refuge with the King of 
Arakan ; and on 6 May he left Dacca by boat for Chittagong. His 
subsequent fate w-as for long a mystery, but there seems to be little 
reason to doubt that he was killed by the Arakanesc in February, 
1661 (Dag/i-Jitgisttr, BaUieia, 1661, p. 115}- Mir Jumla was 
rewarded w'ith the title of KhSnkhfinln or commander-in-chief 

p. 6 ). 
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\Vc must DOW resume the story of the English negotiations with 
Mir Jumla, The settlement made with Winter, including the 
purchase from him of his iVinfer ffasi, excited no small indignatioa 
at Surat, and on 25 February', 1660, the President and Council 
addressed the Masulipatam factors in severe terms. 

The deliverye of the Nabobs junkc nppon a promise, when you 
have all written formerly that his [Winter's] word Is not to be 
bclcivcd in any thinge, yet a buisnesse of such consequence as the 
wellfarc of all our friends in the Bay and prjveledgcs of the Honorable 
Company is to depend nppon a bare promise. You will say the 
junck is not in Mctchlepatam ; but wee say you are to blame that 
shcc is not, and the only cause of all theis troubles and disputes. 
Had you followed order, you need not have taken any mans 
word ... for had you seised on the vessel], as ordered, and the 
rest of Mr. Winters, as also the estate of intcrloopers (among the 
rest his}, then the Honorable Companies affaires had not beene 
hindered. Therefore wee positively cnorder you to seize on the 
jounck at arrival], and deliver it upp ; as also what estate shall 
returnc on it of Mr. Winters, that the Honorable Company may be 
the lesse dammaged in the Bay, or a recompence taken for such 
expences as are caused tlicre by reason of his detaininge and im> 
ployingc the jounek ., . giving us an exact accompt of it, that wee 
may acquaint our masters of yours and our proceedings. The 
reason they themselves will be sensible soone enough of: their 
losse in the Bay, caused by Mr. Winters action, as appeiJ^s by 
a letter received from the A^ont the 22d. currant, complain!ngc of 
the Nabobs discourteous entertaininge him, and the reason Ja 
what mentioned. 

The (non-extant} letter from Agent Trevisa, referred to above, 
was dated 26 December, 1659. On 24 February, 1660, the Surat 
Council replied, acquainting him that Winter had promised the 
redelivcry of the junk, and adding : 

Wee are very sensible of the troubles you are involved in. The 
courts of these princes affoardcs nothinge elce. Remedye Is not 
in our handes. What the event of warre is. Providence only pro* 
duecth. ... As to his (ilir Jumla’s] unreasonable demands of the 
lading of her, it is to noc purpose to enlarge. ... If his pow'er be 
soe greate with this ncw^c Kinge, for only this injuric done him to 
continue his practice of abuses to you and losses to the Honourable 
Company, notwithstanding our petitioning the King for right,^ and 
intention to send a person of qualityc to treate with [the] Kinge 
on this buisnesse, wee say, if theis courses will not prevails, that 
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may injoy our privclcdgcs in the Bay and trade freely 3s 
formerly, wee shall then sooner enorder your leavingc of the place; 
and w^ec shall also to the northu-ard doe the same, if constrained, and 
then act much mote to the benlht of our masters, fixst, by seizing 
on their shipping, spoiling both those that goe to sea and in har¬ 
bour ; which in the ncKt place will constraine them to seeke a peace, 
for the poo re weavers, being such multitudesp without trade at sea 
cannot live* Therefore our advice is, if that possibly you cannot 
agree with the Nabob on reasonable tcarmes (and that which wee 
meane by reasonable tearmes is, not to pay for any lading, but to 
deliver the shipp and present him a piscash of valluc something 
extraordnary of what hath beene formerly given to a person of his 
qualitye), for a little more or less of that nature to conclude, and 
not to prejudice the Honourable Company soe fair in their estates 
as to pay for the folly of another {for wee cannot but resent hts 
calling of u$ pirates, and hope our worthy masters wulI give us power 
to teach such unmannerly persons better: had wee heard it, wee 
should have given him answeare, but shall be patient and put it 
in the front of affronts, to remember it and seek remedye), wee shall 
suddainty advise the Kingc, and (according as the tymes produce 
event, for wanes are uncertaine) so take hold of opportunityes 
to proceed to the assisting of you with our advice and help att 
courte * . - hoping that, having the armyc removed, the way will 
be open to carrj^e the saltpeetcr from Put tana to the port. 

A letter from Surat to Fort St. George of 27 February, 1660, 
mentions the receipt of one from Trevisa, dated 12 January. 
^ wherein he adviseth us of the agreement made ivith the Nabob \ 
Some details of this arc given in a letter from the Bengal Agent 
to the factors at Bantam, 24 February, 1660* 

My last unto you was the 2S November * . * At that time I were 
going for the laskar, to treat with Merjutnbkr, the Great Kings 
general!, about a junke Agent Greenhill and Mr, Winter tooke from 
him about four years since, and being in great power [he] has 
troubled the affaires of the Bay, to the dishonour of our nation and 
losse of our honourable employers i we haveing been deteind in his 
army and our factory common to the will of every rogucing officer, 
soe that [I] w'er forst to goe to the laskar and conclude the busifics 
with Metjumbler ; which, after my being 30 and odd claies with him 
(m which time there were sevcrall fights betwixt the Great Kings 
party and the Prince of Bengala, %vhose armies lay very nigh each 
other, soe that many men w^er slayn), [IJ brought it to this conclu- 
n*i_^** jtmke is to be returned him, and all things else w’hich 
[it] shall be made appeare the Agent etc. upon the Coast took from 


THE COAST A?fD BAY, 1660 


391 

him; refcnring the buSiines for the ending thereof to his friend at 
Metchlcpatam, called Taptap, and I to Mr. Wm. a Coojft and 
Mr. Wm. JeRip [Jcarscyj, and that they weer to end it in four 
months. This busstnes hath cost me much trouble, as well as other 
friends heer, and our nation much %'illificd about that businpe; 
aoe as I thought [I] should have got noe liberty till he had received 
satisfaction of all his demmands. But (thanks be to God) it proved 
otherwise. So [I] have got his dustick,*^ in w'hich he conformed 
the former privilidges we enjoyed, which were granted to us by 
the old King and the Prince ; the former of which Oram Sha, his 
Sonne, who now sitts Great King, has imprisoned, and the latter, 
the Prince of BengaJa, Oram Shaw[s] brother, [is] likely to be beaten 
out of his cuntrey. But, however, them privilidges our nation 
formerly had here arc confirmed, and [I] hope will not be demin¬ 
ished for the future. . . . The wanrs in these countrys and troubles 
of Mccrjumbicr hindreth our saltpeter coming from Pattana; so 
that the small stock sent us hither this ycare [I] was forst to lay 
out for this years kintillidge to a small matter. Soe that for any 
busincs wee have (except that formerly mentioned) [we] may keep 
evry day holly day j but I belecve our masters will resent it, w'hen 
[they] have knowledge thereof. . . . Kewes we have none, more 
then the warr is not yet concluded, but hopes [it] may suddenly, 
which God grant.. . . t 

In a letter from Surat to Madras of lO May, 1C60, exception was 
taken to the exclusion of Johnson, the Chief at Masutipatara, from 
the negotiations, and he was ordered to be substituted for one of 
the two arbitrators nominated by Trovisa. Evidently the business 
Was protracted in the usual oriental fashion, the demands made 
on the part of the Nawab being, according to a letter of 19 hfciy 
from Silasulipatam to Bantam, * upwards of 20,000 pagodas, 
besides the denying of payment of 32,000 pagodas which hee owes 
the Company*. At last the Surat factors wrote to Trevlsa (21 June), 
expressing their dissatisfaction with the trend of the negotiations, 

Therforc are resolved and have concluded that, if the Meir* 
jumla will be satisfied with the retoume of his vessailo as shec is 
now, well repaired and made fashionable at the expence of much 
money, it shall be delivered, and hee, waving all other demaunds 
or disputes, give us a full discharge, sufferring us to trade quietly 
without affronts or abuses. ... If the Nabob will not be satisfied 
with this ... but shall proceed to molest you in your trade or abuse 
you in your persons, 'wee hope, being forewamd, you are forearm’d, 

' More aecuMldy, a fanrana. For its ittnu see the appendix fp. 
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and ready to leave the country^ that so wee may proceed agamst 
the Moores in another manner of language, . . « And should they 
seiz on all the Companies estate with yoUp yet doe you all endeavour 
to leave the country, though you loose all the estate; for wee 
shall soone recover 

A week later Andrews and his colleagues wrote again to Bengal, 
announcing their intention of making representations at courts 
and desiring a full statement o£ the factors^ grievances* 

Meirjumlap wee suppose, will deceive you^ and [wee] bekive that 
hee will not be satished but with w^hat w^ee cannot give. That 
theifore w'ee may the better back our intended purpose of using 
force for our right, [wee] desire that you furnish us with w*at just 
aggreivanccs you lie under, wrhat abuses have been oflerred. And 
^ate the business of the customes so fully that wee may understand 
it; aSp for cxamplcp whether by graunt from the former King you 
were to pay none, or whether *tis only the courtesie of the Governouf, 
and for how long time you have not paid it, etc. As for the 
anchoradg of our shipping, wee will not allow of the payment of 
any, because in no port under this King is any demaunded, nor 
in any other port in this part of the world where wee trade are wee 
so dishonoured; and therfore upon no consideration will wee 
eubmitt to pay an unworthy custome. If it hath been the practice 
formerly in open trade, yet the Honourable Company are not to be 
so dealt with* 

This shoih'3 that the Bengal factors had become involved in 
another dispute over the question of their exemption from customs, 
and as to their payment of anchorage dues. 

A letter from Trevisa of 4 July, 1660, acquainted the President 
and Council that Mir Jumla, dissatiafied with the result of the 
conference at Masulipatam, had stopped English trade at Kisini- 
bazar. WTien this news arrived {26 Aug*), Andrews was still con¬ 
templating the use of force for obtaining the redress of grievances j 
but, as negotiations were pending at court, which might secure 
a favourabie settlement, he urged Trevisa (29 Aug*) to proceed 
cautiously in the matter. 

The shipps appointed to your port will be with you before these 
arrive, and something acted also. Wee can only desire you to take 
such care that the saltpecter may be brought downe and what 
now bought not left up in the country; which must be for the 
present to stop Mcirjumia^s mouth with a present, and that some¬ 
thing larg, as also promises of reatoring his vessaile, and that 
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uitboiit faile. You may also give him good words to cause a hope 
from him of the rest; but give no promise of things you mere mcane 
nor there is no reason to performe. It may be, they seing shipping 
so large to arrive (and also, if possible, brought up the river), 
■twill affright them into compliance, because now also they may 
have occation to desire yotir assistance to stop the flying Prince ^; 
w'hich you may promise largely, but have a great care of giving any 
thing under your hand ; and there be many waves to escape such 
a promise fairly, for hce will bee certainly out of your way, and if 
hcc flyes to sea, excuses are enough, wee can say no more then 
this; you must piscash, and pcice the foxes skinn to the lyon. 
And if you find, when your business is done (that is, the saltpeetcr 
etc. goods downe), that hee shall persist in his unreasonable 
demaunds and not be content with what wee have rehersed, you 
must follow what formerly advised. Call downe your factors; 
keepe your selves together, ready to be out of danger; to that 
purpose keepe a sloopc by you to be ready on all occasions and well 
victualled. This is all wee can advise at the present. For the Iom 
of the trade, wee must redeeme hereafter as w'ec can ; for if this 
Govemour stays here, wee arc not to stay, and without doubt 
must break also. 

An undated postscript to a letter of 29 September, 1660, from 
Surat to Madras says : 

This day wee received letters from the Agent in the Bay (of] 
16 August, which advise us that all trade is stopped at present m 
the Bay, and that Micr Jumbla hath commanded the ,^gent 
upp to him, who hath sent Mr. Kenne, What the issue will be, 
as yet knowo not. Thote is aliready provided iti Pattana, Cassam- 
bazar, etc., 1200 tonns saltpeetcr. Soc you sec what shipping will 
be required to fetch it of, and what lading!! there w ill be. Soe that, 
if you can furnish them with a little money extraordnaty, their 
buisnesse will be done, notwithstanding their rumour of ivarre. 

A copy was also enclosed of an answer made (i Oct.) to a protest 
received from Winter’s representatives in Masulipatam. In this 
the Surat Council acknowledged that they had authorized the 
factors to seize Winter’s house in that town {* which since wee 
understand is effected’), as also any estate of his that might 
be found on board the Nawab’s junk. 

A further Surat letter of 3 Kovember, 1660, replies to one 
(undated) from Trevisa, which mentioned an impending visit to 

I Sbuja. Both the Dutch and the EtteUih wettptesaed to knd \rsMli to cut ofthheKvpe 
(Dagtit(£Utrr, BalMia, [S6l, pp. 6, 43). 
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Mir Jumla. The Council express a hope that the latter will not 
persist in his demands; ij he does, and the factors have to quit 
Bengal^ they are invited to repair to Surat, Apparently Trevisa 
had found himself compelled to make the customary annual 
present in lieu of customs^ for the Surat letter continues : 

You doe very iJl to continue the ill custome begunn by inter- 
loopers, of soe greate presents topetty govemoursas 3,000 rupees— 
as much as wee give to the Kinge, Beside^ wee have advised wee will 
not pay anchouradge, nor doe wee in any porte wherein wee trade. 

The only other reference discoverable as to the course of the 
negotiations with MTr Jumla is contained in the Madras letter of 
II January, 1661, already menitionedp which says that Trevisa 
has reported that ' thetr buisnes is like to runn well with the 
Nabob '; also that 15,000 maunds of saltpetre are awaiting ship¬ 
ment in Bengal, 

Here we cease following the dispute with Mir Jumla (in tvhich 
both Bengal and Masulipatam were concerned), and return to 
examine the course of events at Madras* 

After dispatching to England, in January, 1660, the Marig&ld^ 
MerckariVs Ddighif and Mayfi^eTj^ Agent Chamber and his 
Council had at their disposal the Amie and the iM{fdras M^ckanl; 
while they also expected back, some time in the sunirner, the 
KcUherinc from Macassar. Of the two ships immediately available, 
the Madras Mercharii was sent at the beginning of February^ to 
Gombroonp wrhero after a tedious voyage she arrived on ii May; 
she returned to Madras in the middle of July, bringing a cargo 
invoiced at nearly 8p3oof,; and she was then sent on to Bengal. 
Meanw'hile the which had been badly damaged in the 

cyclone of the previous Novemberp had been dispatched in Februaryp 
1660, to Kottiar Bay (now called Trinkomali Bay), on the north¬ 
east coast of Ceylon, there to make the necessary repairs. By 
agreement w^ith the merchants who had freighted her for a voyage 
to Achin, she called on her way at Porto Novo to procure calicoes 
for trade with the natives, and she was instructed to procure 
betehnuts in return, which she w'as to leave at Porto Novo on her 

1 Ato&iding it, a letter ham Madraj to Boitfam {ti March, the Sjat ni tbw vuhd 
on 34 jBfiuiify, carrying Winief atid hii and nenry Tburficroto; tin smfid had 

alarted t>n ibc latli Ldra. w\th Hlalce and bh family ? thf thinJ left qn the having on 
bqard Jahn Gurticy and bdi family aj^d Rev. William Iwmaon, 
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way back to Madras. Th& sequel is told in the letter froni the latter 
place to the Company of rj: Janua^>^ 

After her Qrrivall to that port and had landed the freighters goods^ 
shee mended the greatest part of her defects that could be out¬ 
wardly discernedp with the timber and knees that they cutt in the 
woods adjacent. And Capt. Knox with his men were treated by 
the countrey people with noe small courtesy' for durejog their 
stay in said place (which was about 4 months) they were dayly 
presented, both on shoarc and board, with cowes, bufflowes, deere, 
hoggs, antelopps, fowle, and all sorts of finite ; in recotnpence of 
which the countrey people were soe free that they would receiv^^o 
nothing, but still (as is said) pressing one guift upon another 
on the comander and ships company. Which was but a mecre 
baite and delusion to entrapp Capt. Knox and his men ; for by his 
indiscretion, sufferring soe many of his men to be on shoare at one 
tyme, the Chingulacs (the natives of that countrey) under pretence 
to goe up to the King of Candy to fetch a letter and present for us, 
surprised Capt. Knox, Mr- John Loveland, and 15 more of the 
ships cornpany; and it is a wonder a greater number were not 
taken, for sometjmies so many of his men were permitted ashoare 
at once that there were not above three or four aboard to keepe 
the ship. A few^ dayes after their apprehension, Capt, Knox had 
liberty to wTite a note to Mr* John Burford, pilott of the ship, 
to saile away w^ith the ship without any longer stay, it is now 
about 9 months since their surprizaD, and can heare nothing of 
them; but have remitted them letters of creditt to furnish them with 
uccessarj'cs and redeeme their persons, if it may be done with 
money. It hath bin a usuall thing for ships to goe in there and 
refresh and trim, both of ours and the Danes, for not farr off 
(or close by) the harbour there is a Christian townc; and in the 
yeare 164S Capt. Charles W'ylde and Mr. John Burfordp wJth 
Mr. Grimstone in the SeafioweTf in their voyage to Bantam, stayed 
there many dayes, and many of their men travelled up in the 
countrey more then 30 miles.® Nor was it knownc that those 
people were enemyes to any nation except the Dutch. Captainc 
Knox had warning given him from us, by Mr. Vassell and others 
of the Persian Merchants men* whome he was desired to enquire 
after. Wee doubt not but to force the freighters to make good 
their condicions, but they alledgc wit hall that 40 of their men, as 
well as their goods, that went upon thej^ijiie arc likewise in custody ; 
but gives us great hopes that all will verj' suddenly be redeemed. 

^ OhC* Tbert i* a copv in Fsdory FeriSt (TrurfCp s\y (p, 

^ See Engfhh Fedtifriej^ p. 138, and my article on Wylde b tie 

JiMirnai lor July. 19Z 4. 
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It ’wus the 20th day of May that the returned backe to Porto 
Novo,^ where and in this place sheo tooke in 445 bales of goods 
on aecompfc freight and 30 bales of yours to fill her up, and so 
departed towards Achaene the i6th day of August, according to 
the contract aforcmencicned. 

Later on in the letter Chamber and his colleagues say thatp 
according to report, the Ehitch have since built a fort at Kottiar, 

^ being the best harbour in India ^ Mr» D. W. Ferguson, who 
first published the above letter in his Captain RobeH if wax (1896-7)1 
statesp from the Ceylon records, that the Dutch, fearing that the 
incident was the outcome of a plan on the part of the English to 
occupy Kottiar, sent thither a detachment of troopSp but withdrew 
them on finding that their rivals had no such intention^ 

Thus commenced the captivity of the two Knoxe% father and 
son, w’hich has been rendered famous by the account published by 
the latter in 1681. 

During the month of July, 1660, no less th^an four ships reached 
Madras from Englandp the TViiro (captain, George Swanky) and 
the Barbadoes (under Charles Wylde) arriving on the 6th, 

the East hutia Merchant on the i6thp and the Concord^ on the 25th, 
Of these, the first two had been dispatched in August and Decernber, 

1659, rcspectivelyp but had been delayed by having to call at the 
Guinea settlements on their way; the other two had sailed in 
March, i6fio. The Smyrna Merdiani had started with them, but, 
as already related, had been lost on an island in the Mozambique 
Channel, with practically all her cargo. She had on board nearly 
lOjOOol. in silver, and to the value of 2,270^. in goods. 

By these vessels the Agent and Council received letters from the 
Company dated 23 June and 8 Noveniber, 1659, and 22 February, 

1660, In the first of these, after giving directions for the disposal 
of the Trwrflp the Committees said : 

All sortes of callicoes are here very much declined in price ; soe 
thatj although the rest of this ships cargazoon must be made up 
in that comoditie, w^ee know not well how to order you m what 
sortes to furnish them ; . , . but being w*ec find that long doth and 
sallampores are at present most request able, w^cc desire that the 
remainder of this ships tonnadge may be complcatcd in those 
sortes* * . . And if you also send us to the quantitle of 1000 pieces 

* A tofl of tic vaj-age forms m. tie c«ir]y I^iarime Re^i^fiU. 
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ot moores, wee hope they may come to a reasonable markett^ In 
our letter of 31 December^ 1657, to you directed, you may find that 
it waa our desires, if any particuler ships, such as should not from 
us, the East India Company, be consigiicd unto you, should arrive 
upon the Coast and there endeavour to Carrie on a trade, that you 
would to the uttmost of your power by all meancs possible oppose 
and hinder the same ■ and wee now' againe renew our said desires, 
earnestly requiring you that if any such shipping (to whomsoever 
they may appcrtalne) shall come unto your partes, that you doe 
not in the least measure countinaocc them, but use all waies that 
may be to frustrate and circumvent their designes' and upon 
all occasions of this nature to advise with our President in Surratt, 
and take hJs directions how to proccede in puting in execution the 
powder which is given unto us by our charter, of which he hath the 
coppie. Wee question not your care and faithfullnesse herein, and 
therefore [leave ?J it unto your dilligent and due performance* 

Similarly, the letter of S November, 1659, was chiefly occupied 
by directions for the dispatch of the Barb&does M€rchmU to Macassar 
and Bantam and for her lading for England on her return. The 
Committees were much perturbed by the absence of news of 
the which had left Madras in Februarj.', i 659 j ^*id had, as 

afterwards appeared, perished on her homeward way. They 
roundly blamed the Agent and Council for delaying her by ordenng 
her to call at Porto Novo for part of her lading; and they hinted 
a suspicion that this was done purposely to prevent her from 
reaching England as early as her consorts, " in wrhich ships some of 
you were interesscd The third letter (21 Feb. t 65 cj) also contained 
several complaints, including one of the behaviour of the Bengal 
factors in supplying saltpetre to private ships, such as the Virgin 
and the Th<mas and William^ while sending none in the Slackamo&r 
(1659), on the plea that Shah Shuja had seized that commodity 
for his own use. Fault was also found with the Madras factors for 
venturing as much as 10,636/. worth of goods in one ship (the 
Marigold), and for the future they w'crc ordered not to exceed 
the amount allotted by the Company by more than i,oooi. in any 
one vessel. 

That you have prevailed with Mr. William Isaackson for his 
longer stay w'ith you, wxc are therewith content^ not doubting but 
that during his abode with you it hath and w'ill bee his endeavour 
and studie to promote the glory of God and to instruct our people 
in the knowledg and feare of the Almightie. 
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The dispatch was thou advised of a set of the polyglot bibJe 
presented by Mr. Thomas Rich (see p. 324). This was, however, 
put aboard the Smyrna Merchani^ and must have been lost with 
that vessel The next psiragraph intimated that the adventurers 
in the defunct United Joint Stock bad been paid the equivalent 
of 5,472 new pagodas, which was the amount fixed by valuation 
for ' the stores and moveables ^ . toufned over * ^ » to this present 
Stock ^ Noting that some of the survivors of the Ptrda Mtrehuni 
have been engaged to serve in the garrison of Fort St. George, the 
Committees expressed a hope that the number of soldiers main- 
tained would be limited strictly to what was absolutely necessary^ 
It was then remarked that the letter received by the Blackamoor 
was signed only by Chamber and Trevisa (who was not actually 
employed at Madras), 

Wee require for the future that all such letters as shall bee 
directed unto us bee subscribed joyntly by ouf Agent and two or 
three of our factors that are asistants in Counsell with him, that 
they may come as the joynt act of them all ^ the act of 

our Cheife only. Wee also require that all letters that shall bee 
received from, or sent to, any place whatsoever bee comunicated 
unto our said factors, and that they have a view and inspection 
into all our bookes and into the manadgment of all our affaires, 
that 50 they may thereby bee in a capacitie upon all occasions 
to carry on our businesse with the more discretion and advantage 
unto us. 

After ordering the more punctual transmission of the Agency 
accounts, &c., the letter continued : 

Wee have received information that there is liberty given to some 
perticuler persons to quoyne gold out of our Fort; which wee 
cannot allow off, being it not onely tends to our disadvantage, but 
may also bee a meanes to falcifio and debase the quoyne. There¬ 
fore wee require you that all such gold as shall come to your 
hands bee all quoyned within our Fort and noe part thereof per* 
mitted to bee quoyned in any other place. And that also you keepe 
a perticuler and true accompt thereof in your bookes, that wee may 
at all times sec what advance arriseth unto us by the same. 

Particulars were then given of the cargoes of the ships, followed 
by direction& for the disposal of the latter. The Truro and Barbadots 
Uderckant, it wa^ hoped, would bring from Guinea gold to the 
value of about 25^000 /.; and so the total amount at the disposal 
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of the factors ought to be amply sufficient to provide all the goods 
for England. Grcenhiirs death was noted with resignation. 

And wee also take notice that Mr. Thomas Chamber doth tender 
us his service for his successor; which for the present wee accept 
of, hoping that this next ycares shipping will give us better sattis- 
faction then wee had the former, and that Mr. Chamber will faith¬ 
fully and industriou$ly imploy himselfe to the manadgment and 
carrying on of our affaires to our better advantage, for wee cannot 
but exceedingly blame him for his verie great indiscretion in sending 
our ship Lift+e so late to Porto Nova^ which ship is not yet ari%"ed. 

After some further details about ships and goods^ the Com¬ 
mittees w ent on to say t 

Wee have received information that there arc certcine paintings 
[i.e. chints] made at the Coasts which \vill sell in the Bay at about 
30 per cent, proffitt- If any such bee, desire that you procure 
some of them, to the %'alue of about 500I., and send them thither 
to make try all of the markettSp 

Next they answered an application for permission to engage 
certain men as factors. 

As touching those three young men, James Noell, Robert 
Dearing, and Shem Bridges/ who me you recommend to us, vrec 
cannot as yet give our consent to interteyne them, being wee sent 
out from hence sufficient for the suply of all our factories, with ao 
overplus; yet if, at the ariveall of our next shipping, wee shall 
find that if by mortallitie there will bee any want of factors, wee shall 
then either suply you from hence or cnorder their enterteynment. 
In the meane time wee doc expect that those whomo wee have 
heerc jnterteyned, and for whome wee have taken good sccurjtie, 
bee preferred in our imploy meat. 

By the fleet were sent ten men, engaged at from 14s. to 25^. 
per month, who were intended to be employed as soldiers in Fort 
St. George. 

The optimistic estimate made in this letter of the resources placed 
at the factors" disposal must have jarred upon Chamber and his 
Council when contrasted with the actual facts. Apart from the 
loss of the 5 iwyrJti» Mfrckant (the cargo of which, however, had 
been destined for Bengal, not Madras), the gold brought from 
Guinea by the rrwro and the Barbadoes Af^ckmi totalled only 
37 , 5 oof. instead of 25,000/.; and out of this 15,000/. was to be 

* After^w^Is (1666-9) Bengal. 
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spent in providing cargoes for those vessels to cany to Jambi and 
Macassar respectively. The East India Merchant was to be sent to 
BengaJ with her lading intact; while the Cencord, which brought 
only about S,30oh in all, was to go to Persia with a cargo costing 
4,ooof. or SjOOoJ. However, there was nothing to be done but to 
make the best of the situation. The gold was taken ashore and 
coined into new pagodas {of los. apiece), a supply of which was 
then sent to Masulipataiii for the provision of goods, The Barbadees 
Merchant proceeded at once to that port, and early in January, 
i66r, sailed for the South Seas, The Truro departed also for 
Masubpatam, and thence on 7 September for Jambi, The East 
India Merchant sailed for Masulipataro and the Bay of Bengal 
on 26 July, and was followed by the Concord on 6 September, 
On 9 August the Katherine reached Madras from Macassar and 
Bantam with a poor cargo, and was sent on to Masulipatam to 
lade for England. The A7i7ie, on her return from Achin, proceeded 
to the same port with ‘a freight of diephants She returned to 
Madras on 20 December, but in such a condition {owing to lack 
of men and stares) that she was declared unht for a voyage to 
England, The Agent and Council thereupon recorded a protest 
against the captain and owners for their failure to carry out the 
conditions of their chatter-party, and at the time of writing to 
the Company in January, 1661, they expected that the ship, which 
was still in the road, ‘ at last must fall into Your Worships hands 
The Concord returned from Bengal to Madras on 9 January, 1661, 
and was thereupon ordered to Persia, in accordance with the 
Company’s instructions. 

These facts were communicated to the home authorities in the 
letter from Madras of ii January, 1661, already cited, which 
also answered the criticisms and directions contained in the Com* 
pany's tetters received in July, 1660. Into most of the excuses 
and explanations oSered we need not enter, but one or two passages 
may be quoted as being of special interest. 

Wee could never yett Icarne that any quantity of paintings 
Would sell in Bengalah, It is true some Portugalls that goe 
downe, for an adventure, will carry a corge or two of sarassecs, 
which probably may goe off amongst their women, Therefore 
forbore to buy any till wee shalbe further advised from our freinds 
in Bengalah, 
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Regarding the alleged illicit coinage at Madras, the factors said : 

It is impossible that any gold should be cojmed in your townc 
of Madraspatam but what is stamped in your Fort. The merchants 
may melt their gold and have essayes taken without f which is all. 
Otherwise, by your lawes the offenders wilbe as criminall as iC any 
should presume in London to coyne out of the Tower, Wee ha\’o 
heard indeed that some have attempted to counterfeite your 
stampc about the parts of Metchlepatam ; but the fake coyne was 
soone discovered by the people, for thougJi the gold T^-as of the camf* 
weight and finenes as yours, yet it would not produce in payment 
cent, as your owne pagodas, of such repute is 
the Honourable Companies moneys in these countreys. 

A promise Vi*as given that the accounts should be sent home 
punctually in future. The present year's books would have been 
made up earlier, but for the death of John Ellis, the accountant 
at Masulipatam. The decease of other factors (such as William 
Pearce and Roger Seymour), and the dispatch of some as super- 
caigocs in various vessels, had occasioned such a shortage of staff 
that the Agent and Council had been constrained to engage James 
Nocll and Shem Bridges as assistants at .Madras and John Burnell 
as assistant at Vlravasaram, referring to the Company the salaries 
to be given to them. After some details about shipping, mention is 
made of the departure for Surat of Captain Roger Middleton, the 
commander of the garrison of Fort St. George; 

Which wee easily graunted, being fainc a iittlc before to rcstrainc 
his pc^on upon some misdemeanours. In his stead wee placed 
Mr. William Mull, who hath since ended his dayes of a lanimishine 
Bickncs commonly called the barbeers^ ^ 

With regard to shipping for England, the East India Merchant 
and the Trttro (which had evidently got back from Jambi) were 
under orders to leave Masulipatam for home by 15 January, 1661 ■ 
the Madras Merchant was expected shortly from Bengal, and ' wee 
shall not be long in dispeeding her '; and the K&ikerine wras ready 
to start with the letter from which the above quotations have been 
taken- The last-named vessel, in spite of the Company’s criticisms 
on a similar arrangement in the case of the Low, was to call at 

Colonc,* Pullechcrry, and Porto Novo, to glcane in such goods as 
arc there provided; for there is a necessity now of imploying all 

' A Fpecitt of psr^ji'cit, thought by some to> be mnnerted with htnbm. 

» Pwwfflsbly Cox-eloag (Kuvdhm). ‘ PuUethctry * it, of «utfc, Ptoivdioteri. 
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places in these parts, for the continuance of the famine hath caused 
our freinds in and about Metchlcpatam to rcmitt us part of the 
moneys that wee had consigned them, for that but little cloth of 
full demcncions was there to be procured.^ And wee doubt not 
but you will find the goods that are provided here and at Porto 
Novo to be cquall in goodnes at least w'ith those of other places ; 
which is very good reason for our giveing your merchants imployc- 
ment, aswetl here as at Porto Novo, as far as our uieanes will extend; 
which otherwise would be taken up by the Dutch and would be 
no easy matter to bring your trade againe into that posture as now 
it is. 

This letter, which is signed by Chamber, A Court, and Gifford, 
reached the Company on z2 July, 1661, 

An item of domestic interest at this period is a squabble which 
occurred over the proceedings of the Roman Catholic priests who 
were domiciled at Madras, viz, Ephraim de Nevens and Zen on dc 
Baug^ the former of whom had been there since 164^, ond the 
latter since 1652. In the early days of the settlement, by reason of 
its security and the opportunities it afforded for trade and employ¬ 
ment, it had attracted many Portuguese half-castes from San 
TUoni^ ] while the garrison of Fort St. George w-as largely recruited 
from this class. The consequent necessity of maWrig some provision 
for their spiritual welfare had led the English authorities to w'el- 
come the advent of Father Ephraim, especially as both he and his 
later colleague were French Capuchin friars, who refused to acknow'- 
Icdgc any authority over them on the part of the Portuguese 
hierarchy in India or the Inquisition at Goa. The fact that many 
of the English factors—including, probably, Cogan, Winter, 
Crcenhill, and Chamber—found wives among the Portuguese 
inhabitants naturally increased the sympathy with which the 
Fathers w*crc regarded; while Father Ephraim’s sanctity and 
learning earned him the respect of all. The influcnco wielded by 
the two ecclesiastics naturally roused the professional jealousy 
of the English chaplain, the Rev. William Isaacson, who found 
no difficulty in working upon the Protestant susceptibilities of 
some of the more recently appointed factors—themselves not 

* h. lelK-r intm to oJ ii| 1664, doubts wbe-tber 

will be iDithcoiliinK ^or ^gtund, * the cOMiTfty, ibrOu^h ihelui ttonn^ai^d the 

^ily biIjui« ot goYErnouxft to ihit poorct being » much rumed thAi Lbe fay rib pe.rt p1 goedi 
formerly procurfAblc ii noL ikQm\ 
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indisposed on other grounds to put a spoke in Chamber's wheel— 
with a view of appealing to the equally fervid Protestantism of the 
Committees at home. As Chamber was notoriously sympathetic 
towards the Fathers, the design was sedulously kept from his 
knowledge; and it was perhaps for the same reason that Isaacson 
remained in the background, merely attesting two of the allegations, 
and leaving the letter to be signed by A Court, Shingter, Gifford, 
Daniel, and TTiurscross. It complains that 

there are sevcrall persons whoe are falne from our congregations, 
haveing bin seduced by two French mendicant ftyers whoe, by the 
assistance of the English, formerly built them a church in the heart 
of Your Honours towne, and by the encouragement of your present 
Agent dare boldly performe their idolatrous rites and ceremonies, 
to the greate scandal 1 of our nation that suffers them. For, first, 
they are allowed, at the bury all of their dead, to march before the 
corps with bell, bookc, candle, and crosse, to the greate discontent 
of those that knowc not how to remedy it, liveing under the 
arbitrary govemement of one man, which will not advise with his 
Councitl in matters which coneerne the gowemcment of Your 
Honours towne. In the second place, if any Christians belonging 
to our congregation are visited with any sicknesse, they will bee 
soe bold as to intrude into our Minister’s office oi visiting them. 
. . . to seduce them, if they can. . . . Thirdly, they have likewise in 
the night gone to Englishmen's bowses (when they have bin upon 
their duty in the Fort), whose wives are newly delivered, to baptize 
young infants, pretending them to bee very weake, which hath bin 
found false. .. . 

The Company was therefore implored 

To free us from these two idolatrous fiyers; for it is certaine, 
soe long as they are permitted to reside in this place, whatsoever 
Minister Your Honours shall send out shall findc but litle comfort 
in his labours, and as litle respect from him that now reignes in this 
place. 

A warning ts given, however, that. 

If Your Honours please to condiscend to this our reasonable and 
conscionable request, it will bee necessary to send out your positive 
commands, like the lawes of the Modes and Persians, not to bee 
altered or contradicted by any power in this place. Wee arc bold 
to give this caution, by reason that Agent Chamber hath declared 
publiquely that the fryers shall not bee turned out soe long as heo 
stayes in this place. ... 
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This document which was dated 24 January^ 1C60, was in¬ 
tended to be presented to the Company by Isaacsonp w'ho was then 
about to return to England “ but in the following month a copy 
of it was transmitted to the President at Surat. Andrews, who 
was probably not sorry to ha\"c an opportunity of administering 
a reproof to his colleague at Madras^ thereupon wrote (10 Mayp 1660), 
advising the receipt of a petition 


concerning your countcnaijncing of Papistry and lycensing of 
fryers in the Honourable Companies towne of Madras^ as permitting 
their saying of Mass in a church built for that purpose^ when you 
have none built to serve God in a better manner. Wee cannot but 
take especiall notice of it; and doe require you^ upon receipt of 
thiSp ^hat such practices be no morCj but that you tountc the padres 
out of towne, sending them to their owne jurisdiction ; for tis not to 
serv'e God with a face and a face^ but singly* as wee profess 50 to 
act. Wee shall strictly enquire how you observ^e this our order* 
for wee will not suffer their residence on no pretences. 


To thi^ Chamber replied that the residence of the padres at 
Madras had been approved by President Merry (1649-52), and that 
their services could not be dispensed with^ in view of the large 
Portuguese population and the number of soldiers of that nation 
employed in the Fort; adding some reflections on the part played 
by Isaacson in the matter. The Surat Council retorted (31 Aug,) 
that no President had power to disannul a positive prohibition 
on the part of the Company j while* as for the other reasons 
alleged: 

^ Wee doc not read or heare, nor can conjecture, any benefitt* 
cither how or where it accrews to the Company by permitting such 
a medly of nations in the towne and as many superstitions and 
paganismes. + , , m:e that the Honourable Company will 

allow no Popish priests in the towne. And there is no necessity for 
It' for the mustexas that reside with you are not bcnehciall to the 
Company, You say that they are part of your guardi Wee suppose 
that they are not so gratis; if not* then English may as well be 
entertamd as^theyi^ In fine, wee ah all not he censorious . . . and 
[wee] conclude that if you cannot live without the mustezas (for 
Portugalls there arc none* as wee are informed* or few at the least)* 
there must be a submission at present; but if the Honourable 
Companies trade may be there drove, and the Fort and government 


J by Col. Leve lEk Vttnsef sf Old Af&drai I p, iSi>, ^ 
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secured without them, wee absolutely conclude they are, upon 
receipt of these, to be dismissed the towne and their church con¬ 
verted into a place for more true worshipp^ contenting them for it. 
If the muste^as will stay without them, they may; if not, wee 
cannot judge it loss to the Honourable Company,.,. ^Twill bo better 
for persons that profess the Protestant religion * * , to serve God 
in some publique place (and in such a place aa that mention^ in 
towne), that so strangers may see and heare wee doc it orderly, 
reverently, and decently , , , [and] that those that serve God m 
the Popish way may doc it out of tow^ne and by themselves. 

Then follow some scriptural allusions to sheep and goats and to 
tares growing amid corn^ and the Agent and Council arc bidden to 
Take notice the Dutch suffetr none: the Portugalls themselves 
suGferr none: nor the Moores sufferr no churches in any of their 
jurisdictions^ 

Isaacson is defended against Chamber^s strictures and pronounced 
to be * a quiet, sober peacemaker, and painfull in his calling 
To this letter Chamber returned no immediate reply. He bad 
already demanded an explanation from Isaacson of his share in 
the petition. The latter replied on 10 August, 1660/ recalling 
a cooversatjon between the Agent and several of the factors 
(Isaacson being present), in which Shinglcr had urged the expulsion 
of the padres and Chamber bad replied that thio should not be 
done while he retained his authority, Isaacson averred that 
thereupon Shinglcr drew up the document in question and sub* 
mitted it to him, who made some additions which he promised to 
attest before delivering the letter to the Company, Isaacson then 
gave some instances of intrusion of the priests into what he deemed 
his sphere, and finally referred the Agent to the writcjs of the letter 
in regard to other points, A Court had already, in a letter addressed 
to the Gampany (6 Aug.), recorded a change of opinion. He said 
that, when still ’a stranger ’ to the tow'n, he had accepted the 
statements of Isaacson and others ; but 

Haveing, since my aboade here, succeeded soe well in my com¬ 
plaints to the Agent against the exorbitant proceedings of the tw'o 
French fryers that hec hath forbidden, and they have promised 
to forboare, any more processions and carrying of crosses about the 
streetes, or endeavour the seducing of any from our congregations, 
or to doe any thing ells that may give a scaiidail or offence, other- 
* Tbc Itilcr ii in full by llw Hcv. Pomy (op. tit. vi^l. L p. 2a), 
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where then w^hiti their owne church walls; and being well informd 
that Your Worships guanson would bee disfumished and your 
tQl^ ne depopulated, in case such liberty should bee denyed to 
exercise their religion privately with their padrecs, I can doe noe 
Icsse then certify Your Worships thereof. 


^ Shingler followed on 16 August, avowing a sJiriilaT change of 
views j and so did Daniel frotn Vlravasaram (3 Oct.). Finally 
(33 Gifford, the only other signatory remaining in the 

countiYp nhile sturdily declaring that he adhered to the conton' 
tion that the padres ought not to be countenanced * within a Protes¬ 
tant’s jurisdiction agreed that it would be both unjust and 
inexpedient, now that they had promised to confine their cere* 
monies to their own church, to take any steps to expel them. 
Thus the matter was left until the following year. 

We have seen (p. 302) that in 1655 the Masulipatara factors 
had asked for some Persian horses for presentation to the King of 
Golconda in order to obtain a confirmation of the Company’s 
privileges. Four were accordingly obtained from Gombroon for 
this purpose, but Chamber took them out of the vessel, on her 
reaching Madras, and sold them, declanng that they were too 
loan for presentation. The Surat Council censured his action, but 
could do nothing except write to Persia for a further supply. 
Another matter in connexion with Masulipatam which excited 
the attention of Andrews and his colleagues was the fact that 
English private traders were enjoying without payment to the 
Company that freedom from customs duties which had been 
granted to the latter. On 10 May, 1660, they wrote to Madras ; 


if tf 4.k \ , worth consideration in Metchlepatam, 

Ifil! f of i and that is, the custome 

^ place. The Honourable Company with the expcnce of 
bloud and treasure hath procured (as in other places, so there) 

® great dcaic of reason to enj’oy 
pmicular person without any considera- 
''’ce desire you seriously to 
consider of it with Mr. Johnson, Chiefe of the plaM there resident, 
and to retourne us your answere. 


A suggestion of this sort was not likely to be palatable to the 
Coast factors, who were ail on friendly terms with the private 
merchants still trading there in defiance of the Company. The reply 
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frotn Madras was evidently ufisatjsfactor^^ for on 31 August the 
Surat CoyncH wrote : 

Wee are not unacquainted that the Honaurablc Companies 
priviUedges in Metchlcpatam cost enough; but wee ate ignorant 
of any license given those you tearme free men to stay or trade 
there. Our letters testifie it, and wee know of none wee have writ 
in a clandestine way. It may be you accuse us of your practice ; 
but tis as slight as your advice to Mr. Johnson on that subject, 
to acquaint us with more of that subject if hoe knowos it. You 
say you have enoughp when you have writ nothing, Soe that wee 
our selves have wrote to himp not to trouble you about it. 

Andrews did not pursue tho subject with the Masulipatam 
factors. Possibly this was due to a fear that, if he pressed the 
matter^ his own private trading, which was notorious, might in 
retaliation be brought to the notice of the home authorities. 

As regards Bengal, there is little to add to what has already 
been said concerning the fortunes of that Agency. A letter of some 
interest wa5 received from the Company by the East hidia Mrrchml 
about Augustp 1660. This was dated tt February, r66o, and 
answered a missing letter from HOgli of 3 December, 1658, It 
noted the complaints made by the factors against William Blako 
and promised to Investigate these upon Blake*s arrival in England 
It approved the engagement of James Pickering and Thomas 
Gifford as factors, whose salaries would be settled on hearing from 
the Agent a report as to their abilities. 

Wee have concluded to reserve unto our selves the increasing 
and conftrming of sallaries ; and thercforcp w^hcreas you say that 
your hopes are thatp as you shall come into greater places of trust, 
your sallaries shall bee advanced accordingly^ wee doe hereby 
assure you that wee shall bee verie readie and willing to gratifie all 
such our servants who me wee shall tnd faithlull and industrious 
in the manadgment and discharge of those affaires with which they 
shall be intrusted. 

In reply to a representation that iOoL per annum v^as insufficient 
to defray the household expenses of the four factorieSp * because 
provisions are now three times as deare as formerly \ the Committees 
desired a detailed account, on receipt of which the matter should be 
reconsidered. After some mercantile details, mention is made of 
a threatened closure of the mint. 

If the Governor of Ballasore shall put downe the mint, and will 
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oot pcnnitt you to coyne any mooJcs, if you conceive you may 
find rcdressc by exlubiting your complaint thereof {or of any other 
grevianccs) to the Prince, you may proceed accordingly; otherwise 
you mu at submitt. 

A request for some Hugli stuffs suitable for Guinea was foUow'od 
by the announcement that the longstanding dispute over Henry 
Cherry's interloping voyage to Persia had been settled at home 
with Cherry’s executors and others interested; William Pitt’s 
share (206/. 17s, lod.) t«'as accordingly to be paid him in Bengal 
at the rate of 55. per rial of eight. Still answering the HOgli letter, 
the Committees next observed : 

If it bee necessatie that a sloopc bee provided to gee up to 
Hughly [i.e, from Bala&orc] as a convoy from the rovers, wee give 
our consent thereunto. And for our shipping goclng up into the 
river of Gangecs, thereby to reduce the Governor of Ballasore to 
better freindship and breake off his demaund for anchorage, wee 
also aprove thereof and recommend its prosecution unto you. 
But wee would w'illingly that a try all might first bee made with 
shipping of small burthen, before you venture on such great shiping 
as the Sminut Merchant or the like, However, if upon consultacion 
■with the masters and the experiences W'htch you have made of the 
depths of the river, you shall conclude it to bee feaceable and 
w'ithout hazard, w'ce leave it unto your discretions. If the procuring 
of a new phirmaund from the Prince bee of such consequence unto 
our affaires as you inferr it to bee, w'ce hope, if you have or shall 
obteyne the same, you have or will take cspetiall care that all 
convenient privilcdgcs which may bee advantagious unto us shall 
bw therein inscerted and confirmed, and that also you have 
bin and will bee as good husbands for us, in all perticulers, as may bee. 

Notice iivas then taken of complaints from P^sia regarding 
unsuitable goods sent thither in the Anne: an order for the supply 
of cowries for England vras given: and reductions were made in 
the demands for sugar and cotton yarn. Finally, particulars were 
given of the cargoes of the ships sent for Bengal. 

A few communications originating in the Bengal Agency itself 
have been preserved. Henry Aid worth, who was then alone at Patna, 
wrote to Trevisa on 12 July, 1660, promising to dispatch about 
15,000 maunds of saltpetre to Hdgli shortly, and desiring the Agent 

To send Mcerejunilcrs dustuck soe soonc as may bee, because [1] 
have none hcerc. The Dutch have nine pattcllees ^ of petar, with 
* Thf fxuda A lofRe fUt'IjoitDincil bent u>p<3 on th# Gdne« 3 . 
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some 25 in 26,000 maonds, which have beene at Pun Pun^ some 
16 daies, which will in three or four dales more leave this place and 

? oc for Hugely, there dustuckes being now, 1 thinke, all ready,,., 
lere is one No-sery Cawne,* that is come from the King and is 
goeing too bee Govemour of Kateck [Cuttack (Onssa)].,., 

Here, as elsewhere, we find the Dutch well ahead of our country^ 
men in the amount of business they were doing. 

We have also tvro private letters from Richard Chamberlain, 
written at Hugh 15 and 17 December, 1660. The first, to some 
correspondent in London (possibly the Governor of the Company), 
is full of the difficulties experienced at Patna owing to want of 
money. The second, addressed to Alderman John Robinson, 
contains an outspoken criticism of Agent Trevisa, 

Our books of accompts have bin here with him this nine months, 
and still remayne unregistred. A greater proerMtinator I never 
mett with. His owne books 1 dare say he is ignorant off, and 
asbamd to shew them. Wee doe our duety when [wee] deliver 
them here; but when hele send them home wee know'c not. . . . 
His abillitycs as to the place hee hath undertaken [arc] fair short j 
and if ever Your Worship etc. exspect a good and ample accompt of 
your bui^ ri^s, hce niust bco supplyed with Bn ^blc soil id nian for 
his second, that may carry it oiiOj for hee blnisclfe never can. He 
ia the carclcsaest mBn, both in hia books and paperSp ever I saw ■ 
nothing but confusions, blottings^ etc. Every thing thats acted 
IS like himselfc. He is as fitt for the employment hee hath under¬ 
taken as I am to bee King of this country, 

Chamberlain, however^ was not the only colleaigue of Trevisa 
who had reason to be dissatisfied with hU conduct, Halstead 
had far more cause for complaint- The difference between him and 
the Agent seems to have arisen from the latter refusing (most 
unreasonably) to recognise Halstead as his Second until he should 
be formally confirmed in that post by the Company- As stated in 
a letter from Halstead (3 July, i6fio), their dispute culminated in 
a scuffle, in consequence ol which Halstead was put in irons and 
kept in confinement for some months 

upon pretence I threw him downe, when as himselfo was the peace 
breaker, by endeavouring to kick me out of his chamber for noc 
other reason then delivering my opinion upon a ncccssarie occa^tion 

1 POiv Paii+ a inileiACrtithaf Pftina, wi the river oE the^airre nafise. 

* Khan^ beiicr kiwwn 04 KhJji Daurin (Sarkor'fl Aumn^'b^ vxiH- Ij* p. 45)- 
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Trevisa 5 ceim to have reported Halstead's itijsdoineaixour to 
Surat IQ a letter of 21 Aprils 1660, aad the President and Council 
replied on 2S June, fully approving of strong action being taken 
against any factor who should presume to rebel against his superior. 
On the third of the following month Halstead made a piteous appeal 
to Ken, Chamberiain, and Chamock to secure for him a trial or 
release. The sequel appears from another letter mitten by him 
at Kasimbazar on 13 September, in which he says that Trevisa 
set hint at liberty * with as much reason as committed^ that is,, 
without counsel! or advice, only upon a suddain motion and 
dictate of passion '; wherefore, thinking it impossible that he can 
hVe contentedly with Trevisa, he makes a humble appeal to 
President Andrews to be transferred to a post in some other 
Agency or else sent home. 

One small piece of information has been preserv^ed in the Zlag/i- 
Register, 1661 (p, 240). This is that Trevisa, in August, 1660, 
went up from Hugli to Dacca in a small vessel manned by six or 
seven English sailors, and that these men were detained by Mfr 
jumla and employed in his service. The object of the Agent's 
visit is not stated* 


ADDENDUM 

While this work was in the press, Sir Richard Temple kindly 
communicated, from papers in the possession of the Master 
family, some further particulars regarding the early career of 
Streynsham Master. In 1655 he * went to schoole at London to 
writ and cipher to Afr. Thomas Fox \ The date of his departure 
for India in the Sfnyrtm Merehani was 4 April, 1656, In October, 
1657, he sailed from Surat in the D&pe^ with Colonel Rainsford, 
to Raj&pur and CannanorCj returning in the following December* 
Blake, the captain of the vessel, died and was buried at R^jSpur* 
He was succeeded by Jeremy Weddell (son of the famous John 
Weddell), “ and the ship goeing to Legorne never heard of During 
1658 Master lay ill for many months, apparently at Surat, 


APPENDIX 

SOME BENGAL FARMANS, 1633-^ 

Soo&i Silter the aippearancc -of the 1651-4 ^'olume, roy attctttioQ 
%vas drawn by the late Mr. J. 5 . Cotton to an entry in Dr. Rieu^s 
of ike Persian MSS. at the British Museum (vol. L p- 4 ^)j 
from which it appeared that in that collection there w'as a volume 
containing copies in Persian of farfndns, &c.^ relating to English 
trade in India^ ranging in date from a.d. 1633 to These 

copies^ ’written on Indian paper* apparently in the late eighteenth 
centurj^ came from the collection of Horace Hay man Wilsonp who 
had presumably acquired them during has residence in India 
(180S-32). 

An examination of the volnme AfSS.i no. 2403^)1 made 

with the assistance of Mr. E, Edw^ards and Mr. A. G* Ell is* showed 
that it included several documents of considerable importance for 
the present series, Rotograph copies of these ’Were accordingly 
prepared and dispatched to Calcutta, where Mr, A F. Scholfield* 
the officer in charge of the Imperial Record Office, was good enough 
to arrange for their translation by Ataula’^d Muhammad Isr^Il 
Khan, xvho is specially skilled in reading the shikasU^ script in 
which they are written. From his versions (w'hich have been placed 
in the India Office Library, together with a rctograph copy of the 
whole volume) the following abstracts have been made. 

Folw I 

Copy of a partvdna under the seal of the Nawab,^ dated 25 Ardi* 
bihist in the sixth year of the reign. 

Upon the suit of the English captain, Mr. Cartwright, permission 
is granted for English vessels to trade in the ports of Orissa^ without 
payment of any dues whatsoever* The English merchants are to 
be allowed to sell their goods and to carry the remainder wffierever 
they ple^e. If they buy goods in the province, no one is to hinder 
1 The of Uut^d lied Agha Miibaj^uund mre wriueo aboiT. 
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them from exporting the same freely. They are to be permitted to 
purchase or repair vessels^ and for such work payment js to be 
accepted at the usual rates. A tvooden house may be erected at 
any place which Cartwright may choose, but no compound is to be 
attached to it. Order is given to all officials to treat the English 
well and not to molest them for duties. Any dispute arisjug 
among them is to be settled by themselves without interference. 
No obstacle is to be placed in the way of their returning to England 
w^hen they please^ Cartwright is enjoined to bring into the pfo- 
%''inco curiosities and articles of European manufacture from 
Wazirabad [not tdmtlified] and Masulipatam; and for such services 
he will be honoured and amply rew^arded. 

This is evidently the grant obtained by RaJph Cartwright in 
1633 (see The Etiglish Factorus^ 1630-3^ p. xxxj, and C. R. Wilson’s 
Early Annals of the English in Bengal^ voL i. p. 8). The date agrees 
closely with that given by William BTuton^ who says that the 
grant was draw^n on May 3 and scaled two days later. His account 
of its contents corresponds in the main with the present document, 
except that in the latter tJiere is no trace of the ^freo leave of 
coining moneys", which^ according to Bruton^ was added by the 
Nawab at the last moment. Such a concession is in fact im¬ 
probable, and it can only be concluded that Bruton was nriistakcn 
on the point. 

There seems to be some doubt as to which of the two NawSbs 
granted the parwdna. Bruton does not give any name, and there 
is no indication in the contemporary English records. However, 
in a list of furmdns^ &c., entered sn the Bengal Consultations for 
19 Februaryp 1704, Dr. C. R, Wibon found the present document 
described as having been granted by Agha Muhammad Zamin, 
and he therefore concluded that this individual was Nawab of 
Orissa from 1631-2 to 1634-5 as well as froni 1640-1 to 1645-6 
[op, dLf p. Sti.). Dr, Wilson admitted that the contemporary 
Indian historians were against him, but he thought that they were 
in error. It must, however^ be pointed out that the entry in the 
1704 Consultations may have been an imperfect onc^ and that 
the Pddskdh Ndmah^ which gives the list of Nawabs as Batir 
Khan (to 1631-2)1 Mutakid Khan {to 1639-40), Nawlz Khan 
[to 1640-1), Muhammad ZamSn {to 1643^), Mutakid Khan, may 
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be correct after all, particularly as Muhammad Zam^n appears 
to have been sending in Bengal from 1630-J to 1634-5. men¬ 
tion of Mutakid Khan's name first in the seems to suggest 

that it was really granted by him' and confirmed by Mtihammad 
Zaman at a later date. 


Falio ± 

Copy of a fanndn from the Emperor Sh 5 h Jahan, dated 24 
Jumada II in the eleventh year, a.h. 1047 [i.e. 3 Nov.^ 1637, O.S.]. 

It has been represented to the Emperor that the Englbh merchants 
frequenting the ports of Surat and Broach pay there the customary 
duties, and that they hold a far^ndn from His Majesty to the effect 
that no one shall make any other demands in respect of their goods 
in any place. Now the mutasaddis [accountants] of Mumtazab^d^® 
which is by Akbarabad [i.e. Agra], demand the same payments 
from them on their goods brought from and taken to PQrab.^&c., 
as are paid by other merchants^ Order is therefore given to those 
and other officials not to molest the English for duties or other 
payments on their goods, but to allow them to pass freely from 
Mumt^z^bad GhSt and other fcrricB on the Jumna, 

Attached is a copy of a memorandum, dated 2 Jumada I (lo Sept,, 
1637, O.S.), by the Wazlr Makramat Khan and the news*writer 
InSyatuIIah, recording the Emperor's orders, together with 
endorsements by various officiab in the course of the preparation 
of thf: farmdn. 

The existence of this grant was knowm from the list of 19 Februaryp 
1704, in the Bengal Consultations already mentioned, but no copy 
has hitherto been traced. It was procured by Henry Bomford 
during his residence at court in 1637^ (see Th^ Factories^ 

1637-41, p. xx). 

Folio 3 

Copy of a nhlidfi from Sultan Shuja [Governor of Bengal], 
dated in the month of Dai in the twcnty*sccond year^ a.h. X059, 

* [n JiEi Studies iitMuikd Mia, 1919 (p. Jadumith Soik&i: statm thn.! 

Khoji wu Gcvcmor ol QtLisa IroiD 163:1 to [641. 

^ TKia name had cot been Probably It wiks nq appellation of tbo dUlritt imme- 

dintely round the Tfijp Including the wbero the hictori jnirrtaisod ibtir 

(see the 1646-50 ^^lumop p. 320). 

» The territories to the ca^twnids the 1646-50 volume, p. 302). 
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Makes known to all officials, and to the guards of the imperial 
highways between His Highness's residence and Agra and the 
port of Surat, that Captain Gabriel Boxighton, the English phyaicianj 
is going to those parts to purchase goods for His Highness. Enjoins 
them to be very atteiitive to him, to provide him with escort, and 
not to delay him or molest him for duties. 

Folio 4 

Copy of a similar nishan, addressed to the officials on the routes 
to the ports of Pegu, Tenasscrim^ Kharapatam, and Negapatam. 

In the introduction (p. xxvi] to the 1650-4 volume^ reference 
was made to Boughton's sojourn at the court of Sultan Shuja, 
and the favour with which he was regarded by that prince, owing 
to his success in curing a lady of the horam* The traditional 
account, written in February, 1685, which is there mentioned, 
says j * This Prince .. . offers Mr, Boughton, if be would trade, he 
should be free from paying of custom and all other duties, and gave 
Mr, Boughton two neshauns to that end,* Evidently w^e have 
here the two documents reforred to, and we now know for certain 
that, as surmised in my article in the Indian AjUiquary for Septem* 
ber, 1911, they were personal to Boughton and not general to the 
English nation, as has been so often affirmed. It is true that the 
traditional account goes on to say that in 1650 Brookhaven's 
vessel ^ upon the account of Mr. Boughton's neshauns w*as free of 
all duties"; but this, if true, may have been due to the factors 
making out that their goods belonged to Boughton. 

The date given appears to correspond with January, 1649, since 
A.H, 1059 did not begin till then, while Dai in the twenty-second 
year cannot be placed later than that month. 

Folio 5 

Copy of ^famidn from the Emperor Shah Jahan, dated 23 Shaban 
in the twcntydouith year, a.h. ig6o [i.c. xi Aug., 1650, O.SJ. 

Order is given to the various officials, including those having 
charge of the roads between Agra and Bengal and between Agra 

^ This ciui BJi 4 be iMd u ShAvwfiJp in which Uk EngHili dnitc woulJ be 9 Oclebec 
but thatii mt to likely at the earlier date. 
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and Suratp c\th^t by way of Btjrh^npur or vl^ AhmadSbSd,^ that 
the EngJishp having paid the usual customs at Surat^ Broacli-p or 
Lahri [bandar], are not to he troubled with any further demands. 
This injunction is to be considered as perpetual Should any 
robbery be committed, the jaglrdar of the place is to use his best 
endeavours to recover the goods, paying every attention to the 
English* 

This is the " phirmand prohibiting the takeing of radarres in 
the provinces and parts of Porab, Brampor, and Ahrnada[bad] * 
mentioned on p. 320 of the 1646-50 volume as having been obtained 
by Richard Davidge at Delhi in 1650* 

Folio 6 

Copy of a MtrAiin from Sultan Shuja^ dated 6 Ramadan in the 
twenty-fifth year, a.h. 1061 [i.e. 13 August, 1651, O.S.]. 

It has been represontod to His Highness that the goods of the 
English Company arc by an imperial farmdn exempt from duties, 
but that nevertheless the mtdas/iddis of Balasore and other jiorts 
of Orissa molest the merchants on that account, hindoring them 
from buying and selling, and giving them trouble on the roads 
His Highness now orders that none of the ofhcials shall demand 
any duties from them, cither at the ports or on the roads, nor 
obstruct them in any way. 

The grant of this is recorded in the passage quoted on 

p. xxvii of the i 650“4 volume. As there stated, no copy has 
hitherto been knowTi. 


Folio 7 

Copy of a nishin from Sultln Shuja, dated 21 Jumada II, 
A.H. 1066 (i.e. 6 April, 1G56, 0 ,S.), corresponding wdth 29 Fanvardin 
in the tw'cnty-eightb year, 

ITiis document is dealt wdth on p. in of the present volume* 
There has been some controversy over the date (see Wibon's Borly 
Annols of tke English in Bengal, p. 28^1,), owing to the difficulty 
of reconciling the twenty-eighth regnal year (which began in 
March, 1G54) with the Hijra date. There can be no doubt, however, 
that the latter is right. 
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Folio B 

Copy of a porwaim from Muazzam Khan [ix. Afir Jumla], dated 
7 Jumada II in the first year of the reign [of Aurangzeb]. 

Jonathan Trevisa^ the Elnglish Agent, has represented that the 
goods of the English Company ate by imperial farmdn free from all 
duties. It is therefore ordered that^ in obedience to that command, 
all ofheiah in Bengal and Orissa shall refrain from demanding 
anything from the English on this account. 

On the margin is a note by the Dlwan, Ray Bhagwati Dis, that 
the order of the deceased Naw^b must be carried out in the same 
way as in the past. 

From p, 391 it is evident that the date is 7 JumSda IT, a.h. 1070, 
ix. 9 February, 1660, O.S. Evidently the regnal year is in this case 
dated from Aurangzeb's formal accession in Ramazan 1069. 

The endorsement by the Dlw^ appears to have been written 
after the death of Mir Jumla in March, 1663. 

The remaining grants arc of dates considerably later than those 
described above. 


REFERENCES TO DOCUMENTS 
QUOTED 


Es tbe Eiit givui the letters reler tia 
the po^p Idl4p or number, 

A* The Cqmpan/s Letter Bdoktp vot, i 
tl. The Compony*? Letter Book^, vol. a 
C, Orj^al €orTespanjdetKep voL 24 
n, Or^maS CorrespiindefKep vnl- 

E. Original Corie™nden«p mi. 

F. Factory RecoWp Siirati vnl, 3 

G. Factory Record?, Surat, vo|. 84^ l*tt 3 
TE. Factory Recnitls^ Smat^ vol+ S5 


the lollowlng volumes, and the Agurn give 


i PuTtekry ReamdSp Syiat+ voL loa B 
L FMje»ry Rceonb, Surmtp voL 103 
K, Factory RcfAltil:, Ri^^r 
Lr Factory RMitb, Fott St. Ceorge. vo 4 . i 

M. Fai^ory RecordB^Fon St, GeargetvnL 14 

N. Factory Rcooiida^ Jaifii vol, 3* mt 3 

O. Home Seri@, Mi&mllaiieoui, vof, ja 
P- Rnwlinson SlS^ C 395 (Bodlsan) 


AVith the exception of the last nanuedp all tbcM volirmes arc In Iht India Oiflce^ Same 
oE the document^ un^r C-E are c^xr^ciited nlio in the £>itpiuai/. urtes. 


Jamjaiy^ 

ja. Grttohtll'a Ani^^r, 344a 
ta- Gmenhill to ComiKUay. C, 2445 
3^- VIrjl Vam CO ComiAny, Ct 2^ 

31. Company to Madiftii. A, 276 
31. Cennpany to Surar. Af 2^3 
March 

10, Gompuiy to Madmi A, 2^7 
15, Stirat to Comjmy. Cp 24C5 
17+ Company to Gombmoo. A^ agS 
2^* Gompony ta SumL A, 3^ 

31. Cwnoltatioa at Madras. Xj i 
31. Exammadoti of the BmhmanB. Lp 4 
April 

za. Leigh ta Coi^ny. C, 24^ 

3T. G^rtnMlI to Company. Ct 34^ 

—. Declaxation oE Right Hand Ckstc- 
C,24^7 

Hay 

t6. Weale to Voting. Jp 53 
June 

3. Shiribi: to Gombroon^ Jp 41 
18. VVeale to hpaMn- J, 3^ 

July 

31. ShirSz to Company. J^ii 
August 

t, CMSultatioo at Stdi^. C, 2497 
27. Company to Surat. Ap joj 
37. COfflpony to VTr ji Von, A. 310 

2258 E ^ 


1653 

27, Cornpany to Peoit^. Ap 31T 
27. Company to Hading. Ap 312 
3r. Shii^ to Gonibroon^ Jp 50 
September 

14, Ycmng to Weale. J, 21 
34. Company toSurmtr Ap 316 
34. Oxmpany to MAdns. A> jlS 
October 

I. Voungco AVeaie, J^28 

16. Consultadoii at Viraviis^m. C» 250a: 

Jr 133 T Lp 34 
20. Sunt to Cpnrpmy. Cp 
No^mber 

*8, Abmillpatam to S«nt- J, t 
3QW Gombroon to Sunt# Jp 9 
24. Gotnhrooii to Company^ Ct 2508 
38. Masultpatau to Siiimt. J^ 33 
Dwember 

3, Gombroon to Surat. C, 2509 j Jr 3jfi 

4, Conndmdmi at Hasul^tam. Ct a^to i 
Jti4o; Lp37 

13. Ahmadilbild to Suratn. Jp 7 
t4. Company to Madxu. 321 
20. Agra to Surat. Cp 2522 

24. Agra to Surat. C; af 13 
24# Sunt to Agra. J* 81 

25. John Lewti to hu pomt^r C, 25r4 
27. Cnrtii and Ctiambm to Q3m|wy# 

C.asts 
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JaEiuiry 

^ Goflibrocfl to Simt. Cj 351^ j J, 
Swt to Cott]|Any. Cjt535 
74^ Cocfultfttion at Svill^. Cj 9533 
ConjolutMii At Sw^iy. Cj 75J0 
3 £r SutAt to ConTpony- 75J3 
39, ^iTAt to FcrsA. Cf 3554 
Fi-tt to SuTAt. 1^99 
GoEobnMQ to Surat. C* 5536 j X 
ftbfoAiy 

4. Madras to Compiuy. Cj 3537 

6. A|^ to Suiai. 71 

3z. Gombroon to Sii^t. C, 353;^ j tS 
3X+ Tatia to Surat, Sea 
7^ to Surat (two)^ lor* 103 A 
35. Atoadibad to Sorat, J, 75 
Karefa 

3. Tatia to Swat. J, 

15. Surai to Pwadia. C> 3539 
37. Cormpany to Surat. Ap 339 
a j. Company to Virji Vbra. 345 
aS. Gombroon to Surat. 2^44 1 Jj 95 
ApdJ 

7. lipt ol futon. Dj a^5 

3. Suxst to Cotnpkm. Op 3546 

8- Tatta to ^raL jTp 1x3 

9, Agra to Surat. 107 
tj. Coci^btcKkn to Surat. J, no 

34. Tatta 10 ^uat- J| ] E4 
May 

7f Agn to Su»L J, 111 
June 

5. Nuarpur to Surat. J, 135 
ift. AludAdabad to SuraL J^]34 

July 

3. Af^ to Suiat. Jp 134 

7. Modrat to Stnar* J* 133 j 3550 


A KaudiAro to Surat. Jp 139 
9. InstTucdons for Bengal. 144 
15. Mol^ to Surat. Jp 154 
16^ Madras to Sarat* L la? 

30 . Ilokba to Sunt, fp 154 
30, MaidUpattin 10 Si^t, Jp 177 

AlJ£U«t 

а. Golcooda to Sutat^ Jp ufl 
5. Agra to Sunt. Jfi^i 

n. IspaMn to Surat. Dp 3559 1 Jp iSo 
11. lipab&n to Combfoon- Jp i66p 1% 

15. A^a to Surat, J* tbo 
aS. kpMn to Company^ 75&0 
September 

б. Ahciadlb&d to Surat. J^ 191 

17. l$paMn to Sunt. D, 3563; J± 20^ 

30. Tatta to Surat. Jp 196 
Doobei 

3. Gombfoon to Surat. Jp 310 
17. Gombroon to Somt. 304 

31 . Kadias to ^nt. L 5 

33. Absodlbid to Surat. Jp 199 
NovcxdibCT 

4. to Sutttt. Jp 3 i E 

5. Skiadiu to Bantam. Dp 3576 

7. Sbiriz to Cofupojiy^ 3577; 41 

xo- >CBjdw to Company. D^ 3579 
10, Tiilta to Surat. Ip x 
39, Gombroon to Suxnt, h 37 
Dtcember 

3, Gombroon to Company. 5587; 

■♦5 - 

4. 10 Surat. D# 9589; I* 19 
14. Company to Madras. A| 531 

t j. GomWm to Sunt. t« 33, S3 
3+. AdT^s- m WiUmm 10 Bomfofd. Op jJ 


1657 


January 

to, ChnmbcT to ToEQ^Loep At. D> 3605 
s& Sunt to Compai^. Dp 
aS. Uadns to Comply, Dj 36x0 
Martb 

9. Banlain to Comp&ay* Dp 3630 
31. Com2»ny to Surat. A* 355 
ai. Company to Madras, A,^ 

^r. liutmctidipa for Perila. D. 3^03 

35. Gombroon to ^iiipany. Dt 3S29; Ip 73 
Auguit 

34 Agm to Sorat. 1 , ^ 

September 

4^ Ahmad fi h &d to Surat. 1 , 
to. MadraA 10 Surat. It 69 
to. ^aiMaw to Udo^ng. D» 3634 
15. hpaMa to Surat. Ip 85 
31L B^thaw to Ftrkerifig. D^ 3636 


(ktobei 

7. Aijra to Surat. Jp gg 
Tatta to Surat, 1 ,97 
t &i Gombroon to Surat. Ip 77 
33. Aj^ra to Surat. 1 ,103 
Noft'tniber 

3. Sarat to Coniuny. 36 j 3 p fdqj 
9. Company to Surat. B, 1 
9. Comiany to Gouibroon. B, 5 
3^ TiSBo^ to De Smto. Dj sdjf 
Dccmbei 

13 . Crambronn to Company. D^3(^r 
51. United Joint Stodt to Hadrai. A, 371 
33. Company to Madras. B, ta 
31. Company to Benfio]. A^ |85 p 3901 

Bj 3 t 

3t+ Company to Surat. 34 
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JinuAiy 

16. Sural la Cmapany. 3643 
la. Lin ot ipco at D* 2 ^ 4 J 

February 

sy. Company to Madron B, *7 

ay. CuEDpony to Sumt, B, gs 

ay. Coidrpany to Bengal. A, 400 J 

Bp ji 

Mardi 

15. CoiDpaxiy to Maxima. 

S2h Oampany lo Modraa aud Bmgal. Bp |6 
37+ Ctunpany 10 Madw- B, £1 
37+ Campony to Beng^ A, 405 5 B, 8j 

Apri 3 

6- Company to Surat. 90 

6 , Inatmctjoni for 

7. Wyebn’t Coamussiofl- Bt 99 

9^ Ccmpofiy to Suratr Bi loa 

14. Company to Kingof F^saa. Bp 104 

3j, Company to Suraip B, 124 
June 

T4. DafFta to GtkoMD. Bp 3654 
July 

13+ Uadraa to BonUm^ T^w ^ ^4 
x6. Company to Sumt^ Bp ; Bp 4 ^ 
August 

Tearsey to Ffekeriug. Dj 
3^ itadraa to BOnUm. 97 p, 

—> Daises to CreonhiBr Up 3^54 
—. Bntemaa to Fickermg- Dj atiGj 
September 

lO. Otvray 10 I^d^iog- Bp z6£4 


January 

3, Company ro Sural. 173 
& Muulipataiu to 3 dadm. Pj 15 
ji. Company to SuraL Bp iSj 
%i. Bopfctiit to Pkktrine. 2685 
ly. Johnion to Pickeriug. !># a 6 S 3 
17. Daniel to Babies. Dp 2689 

iS. SurtE to Company- Gi 3&1 
19. Sunt lo PteTHB. G, 297 

30. Surat to Umlfd Joint Slock. Gp 399 

37. ^ Suiat to Ctunijany. G^ 302 

38. Company to Bengal. A p 4 io;B,ioStP ^59 
38. Company to Mndrai. A, 414; Bp 194 
3^ '^omsrm to Hndras* P;. 6l 

31. SuxBi to AhmadabAd. Gr 3^ 

February _ 

1. to Da^^cf. Dp 0690 

3. Sorat to Ahroadilbid. G*jTO 
5. Hopkini to Dav{«. D, 36^ 
t. Madiaj to Banlamp Np 249 
7. Surat to Pefiia, Gp 310 
II. Sunt to Abmadibld- G* 311 


ij. Cdiu|iany lo Jladraa. B, 153; Pp 40 

13. Company to Surat rsbP| 47 

30 . Company to Surat Bp 158 
37. Surat to Sind 
October 

14. Bateman to Pickering. Dp sbyj 
16. Otiray to PickBing. Dp 3^74 
16^ ^rtt 10 Company, 0 , 33A 

16, [nsiTuctioois for Pei™. G. 341 
l8r Surat to AhmuBMdh ±44 
November 

7. ^UnADTc to Madras. Fp 19 
9. Simit to Ahm fl d flb J d . G, 349 

13. Sunt to AhmadlMdl, Gp 354 
ig. KotiScaiiftn to sailon. Gp 357 
1 g. Mosulipatam to Madras- Pj t 

15. Balaaorc to Midrna (two). F,, 20 
2Q. Sunt to Abnadib&d, G. 260 

34. Sunt to A^. Gj 562 

37. Surat to Madrii. Gp 263; P> £ 

39. Ma»ul]patarti to MadnUr P^ 3 
December 

J. Bdasoieto Madm. P, 17 
3. Blake to Madras. Fp 3| 

7* YlravSKomn to MIldra^. F, 5 

14, M^lipatiun to Madras. P^ 3 
ig. Ourtw to Madm- Pp 4 

19. Sural to AhmodUbad. Gp 371 
30 . Bakwre to Madras. Pp lo 
Ji. Sum to AhmadAMd- Qf ±72 
33. Masnlipaiom to Madntin Pi. 9 
JO. Sumt to RijAiPur. Gp ±76 
30. TreirUa to Company. Dp 2683 


1659 

13. ^lasore to P. ±7 

[141. PiekeriDE to Davis. Dp 

14. Surat to Urdted Jowt Stock. G^ 313 
14. Surat to Companv. Gp ji± 

20. Qmmtxrlain to Davie?. D> ?70S 

Mardi 

a- Ken to Daviei. Dp 3714 
a. Balaiore to Madns. P^ 32 
7, Surat ID Mutex?. G, 317 
7, tnsTmctlDn* to Bcvington. G, 318 

7. Swrai to Pmia. Cj 319 

8, Jebiww to Fickexkg, Dp ±719 
to. Surat lo Persaa ttinj, Gp CTp 323 
[]. VXrav^saram to Haotu- Pp j 6 
It- Reviuglon to Lamblem tmd Gray. 

Dp 3710 

13. D^vks to Daniel- Dp ±^£9 

14, DUasore to Madiu, Pp 33 
t6, Pets^li to JIadras. P. 26 
17- DavMfl to Pkkenng. D. 2724 
3T- Qaiasoie to Uadi^ P* 34 

I 331 Hckeriiqj to Daviea. D* 2735 
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jj. Surat to \ navl^nini. Cf 335 ^ Pt J5 
aj. Cod^Aci^ tD Sqiat. 315 

aO. K™ to Davids. E, 

3^. Virav'j^racn io P, s& 

April 

a. Gombroon tu Mndius, 27391 Fj 3^ 
4. Kco to Daviesv 2731 

12. Bolasore to Fp 6a 

13. Surmt to Compoi]V. G, 337 
ja, Suiar to Persa. 6, 315 
idp Petapoli to Madraa. P, 33 
24, Surat to Rdybun^. 345 

15. Surat to Madrtu. Gp 3^ ; 37 

26. B^asulipatam to Madro-T. P, 36 
30, Babuore to Madras^ p^ fia 

a. Riyba^* to Madras i?), ^2 

7. Prma to ^ladrosv fc, 2741 j Pp 43 
Foster to Davies. E, 2741 
la. Sufat to Agra, G, 337 
jfiv PUberirtg to E, 4744 

r j. ChAfiiberlojii lu Daviei.. £. 3745 
rSf KjUinibdiir to EI(tg 3 L 2747 
^leldoo to Davies. 3^749 
I ^ Ktti to Davies. Ep 3740 
iS. Bolaiore to KasutEpaiam. Pp 53 
18. Balaiorr to Madras. V, 52 
2t. Keo to DavUs^ £^2731 
26. Ken to Davies- E, 3755 
28. Sorat to MadnUr Gp 358 
June 

3. Smut to Madras. E,3759;G,3&3J p, ^4 
3* Surat to AhmadilibiTd. Gp 365 

3. Halitead to Daiia. Ep aj6o 
4- Shddon to Davies. E> 3761 

4. Eolstead to Davies. E, 3762 

^ Bolasoro to Madras. Vt £13 

&. Surat to Gp 367 

8f ond Habteoii to DavSes. E# 2764 
Shddoti to Davies. E, 2767 
rii Madras to £^^768 

r4. to Davies. K, 2769 

14. Instmetians to Cobb. 6,37® 

15. MisuJipfttam to Snfai. P* 55 
17* MAmlEpaimti to Madras. P+43 
SES. Davica to Ken. E+ 2769 

Cbuipnny to Madiai. B, 339 

4* TTeiTsi aod A'Conrt to AndrmsL £^2778 
5* Foster to Davies. E, 2780 
5+ Slielil^ to Daviq. E, 2781 
6i Mosuljpotam to Surat. P, && 

7» Sujat to RjLybOg. C. 385 
a. Trevtta to Ep 2782 

[?. Winter to BbrdrUr P„6j 
r3. MasEiEipata.m to ^ladras. P^66 
14# Ken to Davies. E^ 2785 
[lb]. Kfti to Davies^ E, 3787 
1^ Ken to Davies. Ep 2788 
70 * Modrs^ to Bengal, 3789 


23. Snrafc to R^yh%. G, 398 
jql to ^tadiuf. P, bS 

August 

6. Surat ta Sind. Gp 403 

$. Madras to Bengal. E, 2792 
Surat to Masuljfntani. Gp 406 
ri. Smat to Madras. G+ 409 ■; Pp 74 
11+ Surat So Winter. 0^411 
13. Surat to UoiodB. G, 4ta 
i 3. VS''£QteT to Madras. Pp 73 

22. Company to Ferala, 241 
aa. Company to Surat. B, 335 

23. Cbrnfony to Gnrway. B, 242 

39. Uml«d JoirEt Stock to Surat. A, 381 
Sepceraber 

5. Notifiratkb to interlopers. E, 2797 
ir M^hklnsto Davies. Ef a 798 

7, Surat to Bitodras. Gt 421 ; Fp 80 

7. Surat 10 MasulLparant- Gp 426 

8. NoGfiratiointointerloper3.E.i7 ^; Ph79 

8. Ken to Davies. E, 2800 

IT. Surat to AbmaddMd. G, 429 
z|, Dairea to De Camtios. Ep 3^2 
Surat to EtAybAg. 430 
rjk Surat to Sm. Gp 4^1.6 
at. Sbekion to Davies^ Kp 2805 

22. Kcn to IlfigEj. Ep 2^7 

2S. Toevisa anEt Hopkins to Il8gli- Ep =8io 
aSL Masulipaiom to Madras, F, jb 
30. Surat to Fmia, 0^447 
30. Surat to Company. E, 28131 *J7 

October 

4. BAybOg to Surat. Kp 1+ 5 
4. Sural, to Kvi,ybfig. G, 456 

d. Keu to Davies. E, aSxb 
zo. RAybAg to Hubtt. K, tj 
[0. Ken. to Davies. E, 2821 
to. Sheldon to Davies. Ep 2829 
iti Sbeldon to Davira^ Eh 282a 
iih Surat tEi lladros. Gh 483 ; Pp S8 
13. &irat to MosulipiLtarah 4^ 

13. Surat to Winter. 0,474 

T3. Masultpatam to Bnigal. Pp 82 

14. Ken to Davief. E, 282b 
14. f^irat to Caliml. 0,478 
17+ Surat to Sind. Gp 478 
18. RitybAg to Surat. 23 
i^r SheldOn to Davies. Ep 2377 

23. Riybfig to Bubli. Kp 37 

24. Surat to HAvbdg, Gi 482 

24. RAvtifig to Kolhipur, fC.h 43 

37. RBybOgto Kotklpur. K, 48 

38. Surat IQ Agra, G* 486 

aS. Reving^Dfi to Aiklre^-4. K, 53 
28. Bolnoora to llodraa. P, 95 
^r. nukerito Mubli. K, 54 
^vember 

T, Madras to Bengal. E, 2828 
2. Winter to Madras. Pp 87 
8. Cvm^any to Nxdrai. B, 258 
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19. to Solan. Kp S5, 65 

lio]. to Coniffiiiv. Kp66 

3?. F^mpoti to Msilftfc*. r, 91 

33^ Hil^otoCompaiw. 

?5. Madulipoiam to Sunfit. Pp 93 
35. Yt^v^£samm to Madiu. 97 
3B. MatuypMMi to P, 93 

39< Surat to MafuKipatsm. Q, 497 
to Suiat Kp 60, ftl 
30. Riifipiir to Company. 79 

u CbninbetbiD to Trcvisa. E, 2833 


Jtimiaiy 

ic^ Silfat to Company. II, 14 

13. SunAt to Company. E, 3839; H, 34 

14. ]i|BsiilEpOEnm to Uadiai. P, i to 
1&, Sural to Qilicut. Hp ati 
16, Smat to Kikynt. Hi J 3 
16, Stiimt to Moli^- U* 39 
flj, Agre emaiit with Wirvt^. Fp 109 
34 r Comp^n,^ ncninst Undras prlHtSi 

3840 

Ft^toaiy 

J. Conrultation At SuraC F, 4 

3. Sutnt to BfijApur. II, 43 

4. Rijftpur to Surat. K, t04 
SoiAt to stadias. Hp 50 

6. Surat to >ksulSpialJunr B, 57 

7. Surat to Ecoi^l. TT, 61^ 

ij. Eeviag^oo to K, log 

15. RA.j2|inLiT to SufAt. no 

15. Srirai to Persia. H, 73 

16. Sunil to Company, tS 
30. Kajipur to Com^y. Kt 1 la 
33. Company to MamflaS. 276 

33, Conqsmy la Bcn^l. B, 381 

gj. ConipAny to Sunt. 383 
33+ Sunt to K;^^'nl. 84 

3J. RaLjfipoir to Surat. K. ti 4 
34+ Hefi^ to BanULm. Np 309 

34, Sural to B^piL Ht £6 

35, Sum to Maiulipatini. Hi 66 

36, Revingtcra to Com^y. Kp 116 

37, Sum to Madras- H. 90 
39. R&ilipuir to Sumt. K, 119 

Ifstih 

1. Rii^LpuT to Company. K, in 
3. Sutat to Moth*. H, ^ 

]]. Madras To Bbunm. K, 33S 

ig. RAj^r to Surat. K, i33 

33^ to Suial. Kp 135 

37, Rli^r lo Surat- K, 136 

April 

t. Surat 10 Bengal H, ia| 

5. RijApur to Revmgton. K. 127 
fit Surat to Company. H, ro6 
7* Soxat to Pcrria. il, 113 


E. Surat to Tutinorui. G| 509 
9. Rijftpur to Sunt. Kp 84 
ifc RAj^r to CBEupany. 

13 . Ko^inEton to COmpariy. K, 93 

15. Sural ID Broadi. Gp 513 

, IS- t® Tytkurin. Gp 515 

If. Bl 4 a«re to Compiiiiy. E. sSjj 
r fi, ItiMruetkina to !i| 1 

20. Surat to Madras. II, 5 
ai. Corojiany to Sumt. % 269 
afi. Eala&oit tn Company, E, 

3P. CMr^ against Andrewfrr K^ 99 

1660 

7. S^t to Bksn. TE4 
9. Company to Surat. B, agi 
9. Inatructmns for Iteia. B, 399 
9. Letter to Kii^ ni Pcr^. 304 
9, Company to W>idvt. B^ 

9. loAtruction^ Iqi Danda I^jpuri. |o6 
9. Compajiy to Itevington. Bp 297 
ir. lii£lruaion4 lor Bo^. Ilpirj 
1^ Surat to Company- T19 

16. Consultation nt ^rat. Fj 16 
16^ Ralapur to Sur;it+ K+139 
] 7. RijfSpfur to Ke^inEton+ Kf 131 

17. Surat to Madm. 127 
li. Surat to ComT^aioy. H, 13a 

19. Sumt to Pei^Ar H, 131 
20* Swt to Sind. H, 137 

20. Surat to RAjipur |tvo). H, 140^ 141 

3j. CoiuuLtatioi]i at SunL i£ 

33. Ra|lpair to Ratingttm. K, 133 
gS. RA}ip3r to Rev'ifigton+ Kr 13b 
30. RAppur to Remington, K, 157 

May 

I. Sunt to Calicatr ll, 143 
5. Surat to Adiitk. Hr 143 
10* Surat to MadrUr Ht 14s 
13^ I^nAla to RAjOpuf (ta'oX Kt t 
19, Mafulipatam to Bantam. Np 334 
31 + Surat to Agrt. n, 148 
33, Surat to Patna. H, 149 
33+ Surat to Bencil. U, ijo 
39. KoMpur lo l^jApur. 139 
Jone 

5, Kolhlpur to Madm- K> 139 
5. Beniom to Surat. N^^o? 

7. Gombrooii lo Botigai. % 3850 
S. Cociibioonlo Denial. 2831 
]t+ Campariy to Gomhroorn. ^,3x9 
13+ Kolhiipur to Surat. K, 14a 
14, Surat lo Sind. Ht 151 
Kolh.^puT to SuTal+ K, 144 
3[. ^nt to Beac^ol. Ht 161 } E, 3853 
33. CousTultAlion at Sunt. F^ 20 
gS. Surat to Bei^l 11 ^ 163 
July 

^ Halolead to Kefit &o+ E, 3654 
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4. 10 Surat. K, 141 

d to Su 24 t, K, [42 

II* l^tna 10 Ht^L ^955 
Surat [0 Rijil^iur. £[, 

24 ^ Hudipaiom to IfrmtaiD. N( 3^J 
14+ Surar Ed \l, 173 

79. Patiak td Surat. I4J^ 

Aufuit 

j. Surat to Napcfif»Ac. H, 174 
3. %mt|]d Rovu^do. Hp 175 
fi. A Oxan to €ampoiiy. E, 2^10 
Id. laacson to Chitiibrr. E, 

15. Kt^hipur to Surat. 145 
lA Sbii^lcr to ComraLnr. £, 2^40 
lA SuTot to A|ra. H, 1S5 
adp td £irat. K, 146 

ao. Sunt td C^Bcutp ii, ig6 
3 ^* F^rat irainBtGovierfiorofSuraL F,33 
39, Surat to Hp 

51. Surat to Haora. H, 193 
Sqjtmbcr 

It. CoiistilEuttoo at Surat. 

13. HiaJatKiifj to Aadtms. ^ 335S 
19- ConsuJtatkd at Surat^ Fp aS 
30 . Sunt to Reviof^odj Ac+ EC, 205 
30, Surat to NaptTp ^ 103 

H* Compoiiy to Surat. &t 337 
aC. Onumratiou m. S^vlly. F, 31 
36. Surat to Hp 

39. Surat to ibulra, Hp 209 
October 

I, Ai^wrr to Winter^s asMEns. EJ^ 174 
3t Surat to Beuf^ Hp 219 
3. Danliei to ComiiaAy. Ep a$4d 


—. Surat to BBtniam. EIp 331 
S. CqniultatiDU at Surat. Fp 32 
la. KevtnEton toSura. K, 147 

13 . Kot^pur to Sural. 149 
rC, tleviti^im to Mirra Arab. Kj 151 
]& Sunt to A(ii^ H. 227 
la. Surat to aOkut. H, 332 
1&. Surat to Cbdtto. IE, 233 
30 . Stumi to CiJkut. E1+ ajfi 
33. Surat to Rujlpir. Ilf. 33i 
33^ Spit to Codito. Hp 140 
33. GiSonI to Qkmpmy, 2S40 
34- Inatnirtiopa to Forstor. F, 39 
34+ Surat to Cafnpov. H, 341 
34 - Surat Id H, 243 

37. Surat to Raitor. U, 237 
3gt Fompany to Surat. ^ 342 
29. Cutopooy 10 Acviogtou^ ^ 344 
KditEubcT 

3. Surat to Bexif^ Hi 744 

Instntctiops id Middretou and Llo^^. 

t3. Surat to Sml Hi 247 

14. Surat to H p 24S 

14. Curtia to Surat. Fp47 

21. Stirat to Ahitudilb^ U- 349 
DeccmbeT 

1, C^miulEation at ^iral+ Fi 40 

15, Chombeflaia to ^E 2^1 

17+ Oamberlaiz) to RobaoHm. ^ aMff 

33. Surat to CbUcut. Hi 352 

34. Surat to AlumdflJsAd, H. 25J 
27, Andrew to Laiiibto?i. H* 253 





INDIiX 


AbduJ ^ 15 * J7^ 

AbdtiltaJiKutb Shah, Kiiifinf Gctoiwfci- 4 * 5- 
5 pi«eiitsfdrp2S7-«.30J 

AUkJ Nabl, Shuhfar 65, 

Abd}rt 49- 

37 fl. , . . 

Achin* 716 ; Engli^ tiade wuhp iBi, JoS-p. 
255-7, 3^- 

Rxrm uj OwBpiinj M7i i iact(irti«it tOp 
afiflH 313 ; butch it. 355 J Qu«Ei of* 

A ^^r^^iUaun f VintisinunpiBj, 1S5-6, 
iS^F 559-61. 568 t Misdlpatnin, 359* 
□67, 391; at Ma^rosp 560, 4o:-jp 405. 
A£lam'» Bridft. iBi- 
* Aikayi*. St£ Colton gooda. 

Adoip 59. 

Adigar.4^ 

ihffp 5a ( 3 >, 133- 

j^frlWp chcp 1 t^p [46. 

Ai»l KhAn. 335 5S4-5P 37J t mkirder of, 

547»A53'JS3-4- 

l^, 14. » 9 T. 3 PS- 3 ‘ll «ptured. i^. 
DfwSn of. 631 Gnwfiniff of, 3<7 t Putm 
m* 6j. ^F 3171 brokers ai, 317 (a); 
Eftg^ factory at, 7* 9i T3 p 58, isi* 14^. 
3i4; diisolv«aiio*i4. propnaod 

^opening, '^^tocdp 336: EnKkah 

hoitit alp 10.6a-9, riF t4lh 5l7-t8 ! gTOi 
from, 17-Tap 67* ??* t(S- *96 * fiidieO It™' 
q.i+, t8,51.6J. (Mi «*-*S3? »>'!**" 

fniitt, IS* [8i 6 j^ 4 > n®* i 3 *^» 34 *‘ 

Jep Arnfr.*! rnMOBB) and Jwwm. 
j4|rmwi|(, lhc» $Bw 90- 

AhaiadabaJtfnnGnis 94 p ihi"ST 1681 197 * 3 i 6 * 
DArm ai. ifiS 197 t 5^* 

75 ; f^o^'crnor of, 197-5 ^ Dutch at, tj. w; 

factory it, 7+ *45- ^44. Ml' t9^7p 
503 * 30Jf 333-41 to be givm up* 74* 53^! 
retained* lu; housekeeping espemes. T40. 
T64, P7 ; thgMi h«»e at, 75, 118, 141 I 
piece goods fremp 165^ ind^ tronip 14. 
iBt 74-64 153* *63 fi). *65 p *96; s"i^- 
petrelfom* iJf t7* S^p 75*^ *^i» *S3' 

163 n, iiM Craddock. 

Ahma^b^td, the, 3z5* 

Alcoer, t 07 - 
AkbarihAii, 4s> 

Akbarnltt^rp 11 r 


Aldwocthp ncuf)'. lip* 190- A7&P 408, 

Aleppo, letter^ sent viip tjjf 135 3”p 33^ t 

cMul atp fif, 313: rebellrao at, 305. 
Alifp^ A/ffckflrtfF tnCK 49 p 
All Adil SMh II, King ef E^ipqr* 118-19, 

A35* 37<>^p 373 - 3 ^,J of, ^ 5 * 

349; bdpa ChandtagTti EUi]a, ^ Mir 
Jufflla aodp 98. lit* US 5 ftotii 

WsTAU to. 3 aJ^ 


Ailahah 4 d, 379 . 

Allah Bakhihp 74- 
Almadia, 555p 

AJoidp 156, i96,iM36, P5. 537. 

Almiip 58, t8o^ 

^-ffuffiF the, 49 ' 77 “ 

Amaldar, 377 - 

Amheip 157* 

Ambezgrii, 369^ 

Araboyna, 45. 

AmfTua, the, 330, 335- 329-3°* 335 ' 340 -i 4 


Jtnfn, 05p 7& 

thE»Tt4 ir,p I3S»J- 
AK^UEMtion. GTBiuuloe), 

Aoanti Dibr 69 {a)p 63^ 66p 71, 73 ' 
Awkura,370. 

Anchorage dues. iiIf a9+F392,39*( 4o3- 
Andrenp Mat^y«ir, notice of, son», j at 
Sural,5l-9rii4-iS* to Perala* iiSf 115-31, 
1^-5, 15^4, i«. i7*P «*- 3^* 

returns to India, 14b, tji i raeaiiber 01 
Muncil at Sural, 14b. tS5p 156. 1731 ar- 
cfltffltantp aoij presidat, aoi-ji av* 
adminbtraEktn, 501-33* 199-346; And 
Mina Arab, 2 i^ 337, 383. 393: 

and the Cwt Dn^rsp 564-75. 5740 305, 
389-94^ 404. 4£Nfr-7t ^ the Ber^ 
factor*, 3S9-944 410 j hts qL^rel ^ 
Revinglon* ^■^ington i advisei fordwe 
iitEaiiir«,i 300-^, 305'^* 3*° i 

hb private trade, 57^. 
334< 345. afiJi 49T i B«* to Bassem. *w. 
», 354 n., 35^ aSi i w rrtuKi to EdS- 
latid-k jo^p 378,3®^’ 

Aodreiii-i, Rctet, 19* 

Audmip RoOTtp^ I 

Andrews, AWexmaa Thomas, 49 p 201 e. 
AndreBrap Ihornas* at Agtai,. 9. 58* OBf 73- 
301 n,; coci to Delhip 317-18; hi* ckim 
o^Tkst voimgi 165-6; bis cochineal, 9* 
13,18,117-18 p hi* debt to theCompatiy. 
9, TJ, 55, 71-5.165, 514,117-18, 
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AnjidiT bland^ ^ n. 

Ankda^ 

Arm Pir^^ 11x^205. 

to tht CmAjtrj bX 186 {i}t 

to Bn^lp igg^ 1^ j td 30 J, 

224^ 3 ai^, 255, 408? m 255-^1 

din^, «7 ; sent to Ceylon* ^; her 
otherr aptured. ^95 m to 
Aclt^p 39^; returewp 400 1 tuiBt ttyi furthef 

*ervic»*4*o. 

ApeiLi, tiw^ 85. 

Arab^ MlnAp Ij] ; Governor of Surat 1133 it. p 

rgSp iia, aiut^ aig; trotibles with^ ^lo- 

H 33 ?.> 3 , 31 ) 3 1 

Keviqwcm tod* ^ ; writn to Company* 

a:i6; a»thofr33ar 

ARn««oi], 34 , 43 . 

Armenians, ai, afrjj, gj. 

Anii,T5&. 

yr^ lit, aip. 33 ^- 3 ^ 

Anddiki, 3|4+ 

"ww.^^ 35 i- 
Aalcew, Sir GeoT|srj 504, 

Afifitelo^ wodaSp 543, 

Aiatkaia. the, ^ 13, 58,143, 

AtAfU, 73^40. 

Atkinftf tohop 30J, 

AtkiiBf llioinasj 146^ 153^ ifii, 

AuJrangB^p Prince* ^'keroy of the Decc^.^p 
63 (a) j Made^ypjoti I>ari 4 * R^ijHirip 
131 S hia compoi^ 

73^118-19, iji, 335,163 and Cokondk, 
.V ^5 ? fooeU* ifijp 18a Impriiona Shah 
NawAr KhOn* jfiiff,; imorbotn j ^ i h 
JahAn and Murid Bakiihp ifrj, 1916, an* 
wi; cFowTied^ X67; enthroiwdp io7'-e; 
defcata Dira 197 (3); a|n»ini:^ new 
gvemori, 1982 hM i^rmptugn agturai 
^nja. 3 i 6; impriiona Mir Jumla* : 
send* him to BmikbI. 164 ) Mir JutrJa'j 
1 aflyenct wilh, 305,389; pd^l^e OTtCmpt 
Kaodahir^ atl ? aJleri Ibc ruw, 
31 J f ^gfiBh Dqgddjitioiu withp 314*^1- 
3 * 7 ; 3 # 9 p 39a Kijpply 
of them to, 159 bSTaii; hk tradu^ 
operatioia, jj *; an a^'andoug pdi^, 
Jum. ^ 

AvDggp 235 Jt- 
A^iipfM Kij^p 175, 

Backwell, Edward^ 241+ 
llaftu. Colton goodiL 
Itihlo] KMn> 350. 

Mt^.F«ikJh*5i. 

^eritknt Aaron. 7, jt, 4a, 4&, lo^p 
178; hu ornate tradtp 40^ 

FakbihSbl&p3d4. 

/liaAAuAi/p 77. 

BAklr KhAn^ 41J, 


Haa, 41 - 2 , 93 (a)p 95..-, 17^, 

EbMu»p 380,2844415^ tiieficTflfyal,7j,46* 
4 »p iro-Jip ijMp 14a, j89^, 275,278* 
f 9 S* 595 5 twe building repured, am; 

frora, 177 193.^^ 379 -*Sp 389. 

a^i^p 297-8J ihJpa. at, lOjp 107, 191- 

3* 194* dutws aM94. 397 s hrotm at. 
i»P 190 n.; ininE at, 192^ 407 j Covroor 

*9* "-p 285, 287* 394 i3\ 397 (jJj 

BaJI^ RicJjardp 34 r* 

Balw.theSinir de, 277. 

BaicH^p 77 (a), 

Bta^ AJ^,35j. 5 « ®J:»Cwnbr«iiL 

Band AJlpfla. 

B^ndtl^ aydt 
75* 

BankAptir, 34^ 

^fish fuctCHj at, 7.1^, 14,, ,54 ; 
independent of Madras* loo]; ari 

AgenqTpi^j - eontfol of Siitmt Over, 344-5 s 
trade imh* 33 1 *). 42 - 3 * ^^ 8Si 303 . j07p 
IJ&P 14^^*158^3)^ 1^3* 199, 205, 
3rjp 02c^ «4- 354^ 3T^p 534, 39 Sp 
400 ; trade rcfmied to Companyr 271; 
COtrttpondtflcr wiihr 175-6, 344 -Si 

J^ip 594 n^, 402 J bliDckaded by Dutch* 
205, »8 It.; ships udzed by Dutch* 158, 
^BMniftn’knguage.sog, 

B^hs^hes iBa, ^96^400^ 

Barbeen^ thep4g]. 

Bard* idaxirailLinji 2r. 

Bdjdeep 348-^9. 

Bamahas, P^e, i^At 135 "■ 
Bf^odaptradeatp 19^300,216-17; Compajoy's 
noti^ ^Id, 15. 

Bmm, fii, So; tre* nia,, 5,, ^^-3, ufl, 

12$-^ iji, jj3_£, ,5^, 303 , aiD. J13, 

a (ft, MS <jX 131,14^1,30J, 3*5,31«, 3», 
347-® ? Olgher at. R|p ^; Intcrloperi at, 
*54 p Engljih bouse at, aS, 53* 84*88* 
i 33 :^» 348 = EO^ of, a8^ jo, 53, 59^ 

^%ih^dar ftlp ij4 ^ broker at, 133-47 

Bawdn* 8* irr, 234; Ei^lish desio ce^on 
of, 1511 307* 3»; Andrem viriti* 390* 
J«/*Xi54"*35S.3% 
o jse «A J30. 

Batentnn* Thoirniifl^ iiM^Sr 
343. 

^ylcy, Sirmielp 189(3)* 
fiayly^ Captain* 76^ 

Bepm Sahib* ibt ^ffJahanAra. 

Bdia^Ta, 398, 

Qclii Thdinasp 193. 
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BtUp WilliniQp to; at S^p V 
Siiratt ]J 4 # seal to iVrsUood Basi^t iil^ 
ia5-6j 13 ^ 31 * ^S 3 r 5 > in Sind* J 47 i 
iTJ’ 

BcUorwHati Lord, in ^eriw* »^3t 36-7, 311 
137-3,347 ; din in IddioL^ 04. 

B«nE®lp e^'Hiu in* 4fi-9^ 104-1 Si x^SMoi 375- 
99* 3£3-'41 o InnniiiA for Englbh tra^^ 
105, 109-11, 4iK-t6; factCTK* under 
Madru* 7 to be abaiidoned* 37* 46^1 
10^; made an Aeentyp 143^ private 
ship* ito tOp 49W J09. i37p 139 ^ CffimpiBy^s 
ship* frent lOj ; stock and tnve$t- 

iMUtS tn, iO|-^p 355,375 n.f. ^ ^ Ciistoiiii 
in* loQ-iTr 391* 394 p En^bb 

bOQMS in p ] 41} olkmiuKf fOE botdekei^r^ p 
191, 407; pmvisofu dArp4D7 ; abuse* to 
bo inihiettigsidcdp 195 - 3 * 173 ;. boftombig 
fcrbaddcRp i 3 i ; ]^tcb in* i 33 , i94p. 9 ' 76 p 
*?®p 4S6* a 3 e, 394 ^ 5 p 3^5^ 3 i 7 t 

J93 a.* 403^; Pcrlugw^ inp 139^ 400; 
saltpetre fjDpq> 7*44p4?^i 105-Sp ifijp tSS, 
l9Jp 3 o 6 j 355 W-> joS* 310 J sufiw fromp 
4 ^-a/105-^*179* lEfli assM^p a75-^p 

»lkttam*46^KiSd*i9E 1 other 
com fronip iS 3 , ^ Shuja* Balawre* 

HQgli,K& 4 l]nb&iif*Psu!i«* &c. 

Beni Das* 17 n.^ 83, 343,368, 

Bea^omfhp thCip 49* eoi* 143* 117* 146. 

BetLflp Henn'j 13 
Benioinp 5K t43p i^^p 156* 

Bemfoid* John* s^p 14^ 

Belel nuts, 94, aao-tp 341* 343* 39^- 

BhsfisJpuip JB3. 
fih^n^r, Golconda. 

Bhaji Shi^^tp 356-7 p 3^4-5p 367 {2}, 370. 

jja ; lUpiiscinHip 37^-5* 379. 

BlkStkal* 156* ^40, 

Bhalla^ 293. 

Bhnnii,367, 

IHhfljp f ^ H. 

BiftiiB* ffi, 63; irvd^Qj 333 n. 

Bihk* Pplyglolp 314* ^ 

HktaTp 


HihAri aSo, 385^ 

BijApur, kingdom nfp 3^ 3; cdni^e of* 33P 
3:38,343p 3441 trsde ofp 340; 

Ibiihlin Adil ShAhp 31 uMi¥ux^ Ami Shib 
and All Adll SllAh 11 ; Queen otp *35-6, 
540-1, i44* S 47 -Sip 354 p ^ p ber 

&ccicbLry, 377 j AnmngtcfaV caiinp&ign 
aguiutp 3, top 73^ 11 S-l9* 135,335* 363n.; 
crobs**}' from Persia to, 334-5, : Bwtu^ 

};uese and* 334* 247-8 1 Butch and* 334, 
^ 46 - 377 ' 

dty of, 034 p 336-7,367,37J. 

BHiidgCj 49* 109-iOj 1841 i8d; 


obuins a lujAdii, i id-i e ; dead, 191 * t$3 ; 
hi* wiif p T3S la). 

ButhOm, 3$3. 

the, oE I44i 

177 (3)p i7gr^ m 1?^ i9i“a, i^Sp ^ 97-& t 
nE Itoo-I* 320 (a), m 

33 Jt 384 “ 6 ^ 

Blackman* Prendent* 19, 56p 11411 5 $ ( 3 )f ^ 

reluTiw to England* 8,1 j {a); 
Vlrji Voraand* i6^ 

Biadwellp Bkhaidp 146,196, aoa. 

Blake* General Robert, 85^ 

Bteice* WilliAiripln Bengajp 4 jG* 48,k io3; and 
the Bengal invstmenti 355* 396; ediief at 
Hllglip io7 ; leaves dvescrvioei 105-7* 110, 
employed agucii x88, X9i-3p i94j 
dihSTfSedr 1S41 d»r^ n^iitat* io$-7p 
193-4.4*7 J G«* honse* 394 n, 

Blakcp —p 410. 

DLlnd, Jtlia.p 33; 

Ik]d[lilQe^Ca.ptjdnr 85. 

BoJim, 7& 

BoU^ J<^, 153. 

BpirMy p 234* 346; EngLLsh deslie o^lon of* 
^ 151,307* 3 I4 p 3«5; Andrew* vUiti, JOO; 
^iglish ship* at, 306-7,314 : harbour* 333. 
Bondfp for fnetor^p 147,1 So, 191. 
Bemfetlhe* 33- 
' Boosine'* 134^ 

Borahs, ilwp 163. 

Borafnrdp Henry, to, 76-7, 4x3- 
Bcodiyp Harkp jtji. 

Boughlon* Gabriel, 4Tt 11*1 4i4 ■ hl& widow* 

X08. 

Robert I 3o8p 351^ 

‘ BovFgtts *1 x8Sp 355 Mh 

Boyer, John* 33; his widow* 351 n- 
* ^ita' njpeet* 191 h. 

Dmd^tep Horltnp 33,37,3% 40* lox. 
Bmd^Wp Georgie* 137^* 194- 

Bnlhmlln*, JJ-J, 46. in3-4p *7^# S13r4* JJT^ 
Bretan, FrtmCIa, 232. 

Brctcn^ !Samuelp 147. 

BndgriEian* Junics^deht* oE, 47-8,106-8, i 10* 
I TOp 17a ; PEuhdH cblaincd by* 109^10. 
Hrid|^*Sbem* X73, 399 p 40 J- 
ihinKtoiKp 1561 341* ^2* 

Bw£b,at6 [ 3 >* 4 is. 

Brosdhent* Captiiiap t33f 
Bto&ddDdi,»le*orr63,68,71-a, 156(3). iTtf 
IT 5 . i 93 p 199 ^ 217 , 337 . 24*5 Miie 
TEstxicted to Cotnpany, 1 ^; supply of, 
157,206; pticp ofp 156*236 i wanted, X54 
in no demand* 57, sii, 316* 395. 
Bmkhaven, 109 h.* 414. 

Brough^ Richnrd, 331. 

B^OWUp Captr Robert, U, 207. 

BkOwne^ Tuhn, 142. 

Bfownc* Sir Thorw, 195 (3)* 

Bruton* William, 413. 
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^ Bubble V 1^. 

Badteridge, Bcthoop 334 w, 

Bodccridec^ NichnJ^p 60 ^ Imdes pm bii cwn 
SCj jSp 143 n.j cnipk^-td in 
*™», i47p 133, 165^ ail ^*4 : bfCanMS 
Agmip 324 t nil pfft^edin^p aa4-^p 355* 
3 ^ 0 . 3^ p kffjcTs m and ffOtop 346+ 

34*^51 t bii papers, 353; tuo^Ksor 

ftidurid^fp ThoouiAp 314 If. 

Eoddban^ %iij]di, 

Hu^JTO j Kdmundp 109 H. 

J^ioeaWp 290. 

Buidwld, 281, 

Burfofdp Johnj 395 {2^. 

Buries, Eb»ha, 58. 

lAtrpMp—p 351, 

tjjp 9Sp iba d., 415. 

BcLfDdtr 4DX. 

ButmU, rhunaSp 49^ 

Burton^ Robertp 37I, 

Biuhell, Leonardp 161, 227p aiS. 

I^uer, abi I price ofp 293. 

Busi&tf iflSp 355, S«s Cowries. 

^Byacbe»% 2j3 b. 

Cadjans, 354 Jtr 
CailcVdha. Kfly-aL 

Sf3 Cotton ^ODds. 

Calicut jaetcry itarted tt^ m, 770-^ \ ships 

Mat to, 330, 34i^p ^ j MaitEE^ qtp 300 p 
JM-r, 3|t-4p jBj j Mil of, 220-j* 

7 r i 43 p I 4 J n. 

CaiobriCi iS. 

Cam^or^ 322. 

Candla de niatop 343. 

C=uiM««lp 395 Jf. 

Cumaiurep irm<le at^ 15^ 309, aiip 242P 3431 
4 ta p King olp J42. 

CaonikeenL Sme Dittaa goodt. 

Caatoop 31a. 

Ciphila. StiKdfia^ 

Capuriun friarsp 40?^ 

CaidamoiM, trade in, 152^ 15& (t>, JCriSp 209, 
330 - 1 , 2+3, jaa, 341 -f restricted to 
155 - priOTp 61, 

Carlton, Robertp 146^ 154. 

Canodiie rriarf^33o, 

Conaig^^ypatiunp 99. 

Cafnatlcp the* 4,91-2, 95* 187. 

QmiatMp Kaja de, 33, 

Cartwright* Ralphp 41 r-i 3, 

Cartwri^tj Tuiiotb>v lot, J08. 

Cuvci, Tbmij^ 147, 
t^p 3 ^ 

l^^l^iim* 156 (»X J^J- 4 - 
Cittancs'^ Cectitm gfkCHls^ 

(>ylon,ccpnqiieredby Dutchpdp 115. r53p r7«* 


a]9p39^-£+ &iglUh cfliPtiTEa inp 304-5; 
tr^ With, 177, 319. jS«r Cokmbo onJ 
JafUpaiAEii. 

79-Si. 

CkittimS, 19a. 

Chaflaber, Tbomaj, at Madras^ 33, 35, 17; 
A^cofoniant the«pja-9*44pi73*^75ri79&)^ 

i^p 353[U>f bHXJEna Agetit^ 254P 3997 

htm Bdmmtauatkmj 254-7^^ ^63-407; hia 
preriouihb^p 35411.; hia wilEp 354 h.p 
4*5,^ bia private irade, 40; aocusarijani 
agninatp 2^, ad8ff.; hb narmtivef 41194, 
174; bu desOin^ with Wiot^, 
and the NawrPih^i junk, jm Kir Junaliu 
Chambcrhiinp Ridiutlp Z09 h., ho ; at Patm, 
i%i, 190P 362, 278 (a)p 380. 38s, 290, 399 ; 
Hgotiatuxu with Mb Jomlap a8o-i; at 
Hagl!p409; letters to aud from, rSop 285, 

Chajaber*, Johiip 39* 

Chubdraeirj, KAja of,, 3* 33; revoiMp ga-^p 
r36w 2S7. 

Ch&ndrakoiiap 193^ 395, 

Chonk fthells* 193^ 378^ 

Gdjplflinsp 351, Jf* Imaescn oed Tbcwnwn 
Qnaeph fHd TbdaiiisX 

Charles H, t^p 341 ; reslQintion of, iijp 
335-7; Aliti Company'I ihipe, 337; 
cunoaitka for, 337+ 

C1iarkon,Stephmp tfio^ 183. 

DiAiroook, Joh> too n., 180,190,194 p 278,410. 
C**^,S3. 

CleriJbp 79. 

Cj^hHiAr^dTp T [ t- 
n^ul, 234, 350, jatp 356- 
^Clmw'p ^ 374, 

CAdDHif, 3ir N.p 087. 

'Qiay% 94,9^ 

’ OkKolai'^ Cotton jjdOds. 

* Qudlena' rupees, 19a. 

Cherry* Henry, 13^* i jS> 40®* 

Ch^tarsAl, Rdja, at Bitndi>6|« 

CUioU Da, Th&ktir, 14, i j 313. 3S1,36^ 

^ 06 . 

OuM, John, 303-5. 

CluldpTbMpniIvs, 39 j. 

Cluhziaji, 2^. 

Chfua, prii-ate ^'entures to, 6i, 152,154,16on. p 
^p 3r3; pro^KHed to, i4<i^ i6o-r. 

2o6p JI3 ; Hlkfrutop 50. 

Chdiia rQ0lJ*40,56L 
Qi^Iqxit^ ^ 

Chiiwtainbi UudoJIyarj r 75 (2)- 
'C^len'pT^. 

Oiinta. Cotton goodsu 
^^bouliry, 365. 
tlitrTOp 83, 

Ctt«ilcw,395, 

Ciimatnon, wanted, iflSp soS, 
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Company, 

154^ piw,^[; m«MpQlUnlby DutchtiS^, 
310. ^Cbwailipium. 

Civica 

CbHTpcr, Andrei 174, 

Claikt Thontu* 455+ 

Cloptoiir Bcnjamint 30^ 

CbvK, trade reictictu to Compamy,. 150 v 
pufchw ofp 157 ; price, 61. 

Coofl Ftis^i, thCp C73« 9 o€> 20&-9, aijp 4x5, 

c^; , Fnmdjp 153^ t^p 196^340, 316-X7. 
Codun, trade at. 7ft, 146, 154, 15^ (a), 199, 
iiSp J37, jtflp 343p 344. 331: ractM>- 
to be settled at^ 343-4; ffalpa of* 342, 
CoduKoU 9 p X5, 303^ 3x7-18, 

Uotiee, inwle iop 53, ^ 59 n,, 83, a^p 196, 
34*-*. 3&5 p 3SS P espon to Ei^land, 
145* 2*6^ 322. 

Co^p Aikdmrr 402. 

Coiiia|»» GolccDjdap 33-4; Dutdsp 33-4 i 
Ms^Sr 33^4 p 39^1 4«3^(- 
Cokayncp W i[LIam» 

Goloj^pSi^ And capture of^|p43^54-3pS3^ 

90^ 

CammaodciLTi^ 

CdCDEknu. Cape^ 340. 

CewTu tlandip 319, 

Compf^^^t 378* 

Cm£ori, tbe+ 335, 329* jgdp 400 [3)^ 

CongOr ^ Kungr 

Concr^yp iCalph,^ rSo, 

Couicevcninf 99^ 

Cofluib, Johiip^ 177. 

ComitaDt p Chvles^ 27+ 

CenTfo-jiiiHop/^ ^ir^^4efl/p ibe* voi’^^ge of 
|^J-*P is(3)p 3&P 50* * ^o^-ase of 

ifiyj-Sp J3t^>^ of 1639-^0, 

ao^t Jii-xjp 315* J55 H H 338, 

Cgufies. 315, 

Cooper. Robert* iC2* 

Copenhagen H 204(3), 207. 

Copper, ^p 143 306; price of, 306, 

Corui 77. 

CoiaJp trade in, 157, 2*6, sxxp 242, 341,343 j 
fHtricted 10 CompAny, 150. 

Co^e^ 70. 

CorocoELiHkl Coa;iU feductionA on, 35-7; 
COAdc an A^nry p37, 142 V BtabHihiFvciit far, 
tSai rviaiUi OUp^ 3l^i 90^104 p J35^p 
333-74, 38^407 : famine on* 357, 
3O3,403. Srr Madias, Masulipatam, &C, 
Cooset. St^KdSfd^ 

Colton^ oml other pifoe'eocptb: Irade in, 
p<ttstm ; Lonebn pricee, Oi, 309 ; in ^twd 
demand m Engtandr i^p lOo; reduced 
denaod, a^w, 203, aiou.p ^7, 322, 396 ; 
quality LuFeriDr, 145P 2«ip 307 ; abimd^t 
inIndia+[53X trade rtstrk^ed to Company* 
153 ; * adatay saiino«% t88,276 % baflai. 


Tfi5# 309; book eaficOB, jja; 'caanf- 
keened 165; ‘cattaiicaVs^^; ^diecob^'. 
295 i ‘cfiefcoiiiia4% 295 j diinti, 159* 
tOj, 362 (2jp 331* 399, 400; dar^^blds, 
0$»7O4 2S&fi^; Guinea italfe* 

57* 61, 322; loc^btb, ^r, 241, 

3^j * mercooles73; ‘mooreaV asfiMr* 
397; 'niocane«\6i; *peTcalEa4'pa^M,j 
^fomiKdU% 395: satarnpoTB, 6xp 256 «-* 
396; *Huii3oe»\ i38p 376; 'sarftMeesS 
4M J ^sealnes ^ 241; * mpeeils', SJ, 6x* 
Cotton, rafrp 61, 255 h,^ 342- 
Cotton j-arfip 57, 161* i88h sod, 241^ 273-6^ 
3JO,322p 3;|7,408; pTwepbi,275*a97. ^ 
trade restricted to Company, 150. Sir afff 

Council^, pocedurein. 315 o- 

Courteen'i Asseciatioii, 53p 109 le., 193. 331^ 

Covdmgip 4ai. 

Covenants for focton, 147, 

Coridp 22d^ 

CotFpefp Rjcbert, x74, 

CowrieSp xS8, 200^ 253 n., 275P 391, 33$. 4^^ 
Cnddockp Ridmrd^ bo ^ at AbmadibSdp 38, 
74-3, IJ4* 118,147* 162 w tiiitf there* t96w 

CranmeT^ G^rgCp [98 } at Basra* 303# 330, 
347-S. 

Cramoer* Robert, 134- 
CrtuqweUp Oliver, 7*8, do, 85, 412, i», 
r+2, 144-5^ 146 « ^ i 55 p 3*9 «- * 

his witt, 274, 

CrdfnwEl]« Richiird« 203-4. £13, 374^ 

Croplcj"* Samuel, Sf^, a7^- 
Crusadop 59, 152. 

* Cuddled"* 70. 

CbdMM Meroli^ 70. 

^CbiT ^ diamonds, 303. 3162, 

Cumhum, 41, 

Coinmin k«* 343. 

Cuimultflp the, 77+ 

Cam^ 38*' 

Curtap Wifliudp 39, i8ip 183* 334^ 

Culchp :8p 164, 

Cuikt, Samuel^ 189-90, 

Cutmekp 409, 

Dobhoip r^ (a)^ 224 B,p 234 (2)* 250 ; takep 
by 354-4; Governor oJp 354^ 

DoricB^ 1401-^u^'£ ftight to, 282-3, 3®^* 
Dutch at, 394 I Mir Jumb at, 41a, 

DamMi* 115 H.* 3^ 

Dimoib Vetdalapp* x J5 m 
Ibnda Rajpurl^ utaation of, xara^; in¬ 
habited by piiateip 214Aurai^Eaeb plaso 
to aiEnck it, 131 # Er^li&h daig^ upon, 
151, 307HS, 314 p 243.250^ 3W* tao-r* 33^ 
33d* 338-9, 353* 3 s6> 3sB : HidoletPii sent 
33^-3^ attacked W Siviji* 3351 
Go^’^cnor of, 331-2. 
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B^p in the Emt, 5f 

Dwiielp ^thdny, 77, ^ l J4r im 

437-129^ t68p 1 
Dln^* p 136^ 

Daniel* \Villiiiiiip in BengaJ^ 189 ; atPctHpoli^ 
i 4 j* i 39(3)> 354, 359 ; mt YhmvAsaimnit 
iwivite tnljdl! 363, 
JJiira iilkilEah^ 7Ji,a79; paddiffi s-od 

cnwirteirp Jj &4; hb fclatium with hu 
S bis nmity 10 
^uUah Kh&iii^ 66-7 j Lo of Sbid^ 
jS^JSi ta> p defeated at Ssunu^iflLp itij j 
inJCu^, 163 16$. 197 - Seated at 

Dcaraj, i6a tgt7-d* 2^1 k, ; pqt to death p 
197 ; hi9 son* 399^ 

Airw^ 75.150i j M3, 

Ih^rbClo, 81 iaj, 

liOtfrflpAap $1, 

UdrrcFaj 1^, 

DsLiy'dl^S. 5 m Cotboq goodjn 

aWp aSSp 391,40^^^ 

DiAd khikip 183, 39(8^ ^fiS. 

DA4di 

Daulatikbad^ 95. 

RieLird, 13* toQp 413. 

Det^tesp Thoniajp in Beai^ p 188;, 190, 578; 
leiicfe to and fromp 193* 761, 
aS6-7p 393; death of. 39<. 

Dawu^ WilliBnipj^^ 174. 

Dcaringp Rohert.i^^. 

Dc Baijegif 2 enm, 2^3, 403-6^ 

Dc Bifip Pieter, fiS, 

De Bitreip Pieter^ 

Dc Castrop 54 h. 

D«<^ faaoTici, 333-53. 35j-Sj, 5 m Rani- 

Deh^aniut 2^ 

De la AfeXlUraypp Due, tq w, 

De la Mittc, 65. 

Delhi* 1, 14. Ca. 63, £16, 70. i67-€; 

Aora^b otp 167P 197-3^ lifr Jumk 
atp 69-71; DutcA eiubtts&y atp 68^; 
.^diwatp 317-1S, 

Dt Mclio de Caii^to^ FtanEdsco^ 53 153. 

Derrwup 139. 

^ Nevm^ Ephraim p 353,401-6. 

^Pimarjtp 86^ 304, 207,109. 5 m JXn«. 

Dennyp Dbnidp 46. los. 

De OydiAp Cotidep 54* 

battle of, 163 h., 197 (3)* 2&i n. 
iwdii*356. 

De Sanedafi Cbadci 54-3,153. 

Scf to» JoSo GqmM, I J9-4*» 

^ Souaa Coutioho, Antciidop 55 «.p iCt 
the* 104,117,146, 

Dhulipuditjfin.^. 

Dia^nd, tht, 8j (»), 355,3*4, ^; ewitidin 
«*r357 

UilmaiMl*, 3d, 70 k., 71, *03,103 «., 36a. 


Sir Blaurice, 19a. 

j65h 

DuLooify^ the, a|^ 

DiUp »5t 207 ; Dutch uhejnei agaEuiti 115^ 

Divi tS>iu) lilmdl^ 357,363, 

DidOBUOQp 363 4. 

7®! 75^ 29Sp 4td^ 

Dopfhi, 393, 198, 

Dd^ for pmeats, 

Dt»lie 3 * 57 t 
Dougjityp bdwtjdp 153. 

Dwt thc*9v II, 14, 77, ijjp 410. 

Dovei^ CobhAaip 355. 

Dutucl, Jolm, 10^+193. 

Doidi^ the pQiitioa olp in ludk, 3, 61 iio- 
pdrtam u Ihdir tiade, 56, 34s; embe^ 
to Delhi,6i-9 j b^'toimieiopdiiEer^s^^ 
Olid pe|^ trade* 1^7,318; th^ila^en 
33^ P then war with the Pertu- 
j^ooe, 6,45 ,. tBp [ X 5 -i 6 p 1 53i 1 ^ 7^^ 

199,308 ff.* 3 zr-i 3 > 3 14 , 347 - 9 ^ 36^11 
^ ith England in t65i-4p 7* S, lo n.* xi-i^; 
fear of a resewaJ of hoetilitijca, 85-^, 
20J-Sp 333* Sts J btexfcre wi^ EjjpHih, 
iiSi ^aEp J^6-7 p^ blodode 

B^tatd* 205, rdatioM with 

Hfjlpur, SJ 4 , 247-a^ S 77 ; >roskat> 
ijo; Europe newicpncn'nin£>85p89»304p 
307, 10^ 5 m Bataviap Ben^* Coumboi 
l^cnia* MasulipateDap f^kac* Strrati A^c- 


Eaik, Lhep dj 9 j ii» 19 ; voyage ol x6^6-7p 

59 * 60 U>* lOQv it|-i4, 117 (a)» 

146; voyaf^ of X658-9W i+i^ I4 ?!p ^Sa l3)i 
154* 15^ i6a^ 323* 3^^ voyai?!: of 

[^3, tso ti), 334-5,329,333,3J5tSi7“4®- 
bagiewood* 

East India tompmy, jwsitioil of, 

7, S* [Q, 11* 17* 6o» 113 I obtain a charter, 
113* x^p 140, 144, x88 ^ buy (tie rights o| 
the Ckoewa Com|Hmy^ 141 ; rttAtioEd with 
the Ihitdif 7 p 12; new ilc^ ftariedi it^p 
ii9t 130, 144-5. repudiate 

reiporkfibittty for pri\iitc dehu, 148,154-51 
ta^ i “^1 3^1- 

Joint StiH^ 

Eali Inditz Afar^^anf, thCp voyage of 1657-Ej 
136 (3)p X3@> xEi^ 184 ; of 1660-1 . 

3l^p 4«i(a)p 401 p 407^ 

Eoffiond MfffkMtt thct 305. 

Elephant lilandp 333 r. 

Efepha&ta tikod, 333. 

aepjSteii, 9,-4,57, d«4, a^a. aga, ajr, J7J, 

4 O0 t 

Efepiwnti* teeth, trade in, 143# h6j 156,306; 

r^ricled to- C6mp0ny, 150* 

EUit* John, i8op 401. 

Emeicfee, 356!^ 36 li, 
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the, ij. 

Endvmmi,^, 6 b^ iiT-iO. 

tvtntA b, S5, % M3r4. »7iF 174. 

3 ti. 

Ephnidn, Father. Sm Dc 
J dlta, 1^. 

LL^piditi&it, thfl, jj (3)p 42-j, 4$, 45 It j sold 
ID AMn[jCT^ 43 p loa | rcDmm«l tbc 
fer^ (q. V.)p 1:03 ; iDM, 77. 

EsMPp tbCp 333 J 3311. 

FsjttDr^, pima^khmEnt df, i^g ; paromDbDn cU 
a36-7p 333; pnx^ wf of ^ JoSp 333, 399 ; 
EaltriH 3 ^ i^tuitiop 311,407 ^ ScmdA and 
covQuuits^ 147^ i 3 o* 191 I not to write 
difiKt to CoiDimnyi ^; to ugn lEiien 
3 m 1 see aocountSp 307> jotjj 390 J dLEpaissal 
rwTv^d lo Compuiyt ^7 j etat« q(^ 334- 
Fa^> a j ^ 

Fo^AONp KhSt lOp J3t 

Fiuoise in Siiidt 31 a, 307; on Coronwidel 
CoasEiP 357 ^ 363, 40 t. 

Fonaois, 34 f 103, 36a ; vaJue of^ 3&j n. 

pdfrim ; iKHU valid a^t ihou of 
rrijmmf mfinar^, 303. 

Fsiijddr^ 65, 67p 7Jp xii, a^o. 

Fill Khikn^ j 3 j, 354 (3)p 356,370^ 373, 3^7. 
Fcrrtnd^ Rjcabert^ i^ap i6Gp 33^- 
F^^flp 349 p 
FU her:. Rofcortj i^ip 319- 
■ Ftih sable "* 37S* 

FltttwDdd^ Gcocml p 374. 

Jilsetwoodp MaT-i-mS i^wp p 

FtoifCTp Stepbon- 300^ 351- 

Flyer, Edwud, i46p JJ 3 (3), 303,346p 350. 
Pbqd prioes, 3 ^ 1 - 
Fofdt Jamei, 

Fbrjlert Matthew, Secretary at Surat, 14^; 
War^ouse-kee^r sot-^p 350, 3^ joop 
3^t5-t7i 333: proposed di^utation lo 
Delhip 714 ; Agent iti P^nkp 330^ 351. 
Fonter, 

Foft Si. (kofge. Sfi Madras, 

Foster, Edmundp 384^ 3 ^. 

Foip Himiphrey^ t47p tS?- 
FoeFTbomiSp T14,410. 

Freeman^ Mts.| 

Freemanp a&S, 407+ 

Freight, mles olp [4 p i^i 19! i money. 

^37 ; f^owls spoil Company^ inidep 345-^ 
Fremlm, President, 339, 

Frmdip the. 85-6, 305: pirate, 59; pHdres, 
333,3^5 It., 353,403-6^ etIip^An,S7. 
Friemskijf, the, 77. 

Fruit p 333. 

GfliLig, 3 ^ 

GalTAo, ADlQtiiQ^ 34J. 

Gandevi, 14^5$, 343. 

Rirn> z&i+ 


Ganis, 41, 47. 

Gd^tet^r 65, 68, 

Garrard, Sir JaoDb, 49^ 

GATway, Sir nenry, [69 
Ganifayr Robert, n.p 383* 

Garway, Rowland, n,; at R&ji|Hir, 335, 
3^^ 3J| j jobs Rev^ngton, 376-^ ^ OJobs 
and dtach of, 3j8-gi, jSr, 

Canmy, ^Villiamp Agent in Pmta» 143, r47p 
1S»P iS 4 p 169-73* 337-9p 347, 3491 

dcAth ofp 334,381- 
Garway,WiUlani (Serudr}. 169'*. 

Gams V* Slt WiUtainr ] 69 ft. 

Gary, Um^Ti al ^rfit„9,53, jfl, p rj j Imvca 
Ohs servieep 59, 114 ^ at Mokha, 11411., 
T35 H.; at Basra, 135; lejoim, 147,334; 

to Cantianote, 309, 312-T3; goes to 
Vesavwp a99, • Ouef at ASniip 353-3, 

11*1 3341 private trade Dip 303. 

Gawton, George;. 49. i^si-iop i jop r8&(jh 
Agent in Ber^^p 14^, [$8; dmp 109, i^t^ 
Gentm, 397 {3). 

Gemtonyp 304. 

Geti^, 387. 

Ghaiiat Khin, £7. 

Cfrafp 78p fir- 

Gibbon, GeOi^, 14^ 

Gii^dj FhiiEpp 146; at Rajapur, t u (3), 
335 ! IST’^. ^ r«aiKr,359, 

368 y jobs Re^bglonp373p 374f . 

^ f at Rijapurp 304-6* 

Ginordp ThoinaSp 190 {3)p 4^7. 

Giffnidp WillLanip a| Msdru, [80x36o, 403-3P 
40& 

Gi|]gerp 3 ei. 

Giaghains. 5rf Cotton goods. 

Ginp,3,136, 

Coa> 55=p *14i JI6; blockaded bj^ Dutch, 113* 
t;51p ^17* aii-tSp 314. 35*'^ proposed 
English occuMtloo, 349 ; BS^pur and, 
347-9; Eaglishvalti t&,i6o*f,p3is,33a‘-3 + 
GortmMsof,55,isj, 19^ 348* m, 333-^ 
^-3; De Obidot cfud De 

Sate^. 

Gobbd DfLs, 83 (3)^ 

Godnwns, ^tiS* 

Gokiilp 6^ 

Golcondap kingdom of, 3-4; prurreacy oE, 
33^ ; Auratigzeb^fl qjUnpQign a^inft* 3, 
64^^ flitidtis andp 357; 

prmlegaior357-S; fresb/^ffe^n obtaioirip 
35S; Kii^ of^ jee .AbduUiih Kutb Sh^Ui. 
GdcciiirdapCityof*3; besuged, £5; Synwnds 
atp43p9^i. 

Gokliient to fiidit,37,179-80; fTomCuiBeo, 

146.306, 34 Jp 35 |p 3 ? 8 p 333*344 ( 3 )p 398-9; 
%alue of, 4ap 153, J41,306, 333-4 j coined 
at Madras, 37, jglSp 400-t- 
Gold thread, 40. 
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IC9 q. 

Got<lsnu£bp Ouilcsp ^ 

CkiHof^p Wjklirf^ to, 

Gflro^oant 7 I uiih^thisf^ ofp % 90^ uS j 
privmtc ship at» i jp jo 5 Comp^v't ibipi 
^ fOp pi^iPTt; Inctoiy la bcdu^ved, |9; 
continued^ 143 ; Np^ditnirrcduccd^i jE; 
allovnivce f« bousdcBcpingp m * mi of 
factoryp j Agency at 1143 p Eo^^lish 

hoUKp t4i ; timoKis at, tjl; annual 
%'aJue of p a$p ] 170-j« £i]glii|] daun to 

^hai«ftf,jci-^, 39 ,j 0 p 83 -j, 90 p]i$, 135 ^, 
14 1 1 169-7J, J 28 , j47 f formini for^ 2 J 3 , 

55* j paymentj on account of, jj* 27-^ 
84 i «6j i». las, 170^ 173* 333, 337, 3SJ V 
prexiit to Agent, 39^ 351 n. j factoes 
uific tise of force, 25. 37-fl, jDp m, 11^* 

t 38 p 173, 3 f 4 p 326-5, a+i-jp jOO-l, 306^ 

51*1 3 »S* 3 J 0 * 3 JS-+ij 347 J broker at, 
i 25“6, 129-^0,165, Ejjpaj 3-3 ; Aocntaatt 
«a Bucnoidl^p Forster* dwtif (knrayj 
^tchat, Si-jp fi6“7,116* 137 * iji-a* *35 5 
Cpwnor <jfp 81-j, S6* 135, ij3p ,449^ 350; 
ShflhlHndaT of J 37-8,30,83-4 p 8® C A J»5“ 
7* i39-j3p 171 p r75, 334, 237-8, 340, 
550-3. Set I^Fiui, 

Hope, tfw, 47-9^ 105, 

Goddiirr. S<^€mytar. 

GoodmU, the, 44 p 44 n-^ 4^1- 

Goodyear, John, 50, 304, 

Gofsollp Johnp 3^ 

Goetiin, Bcnjaiqinp 47, IOC 
G*i. 

GTanadwi 19a, 3 o 6 p 250-1, J79fl,p jjS, 
365 'Cp 37 M 47 Sf 377 "air 38 s- 6 , 

Cray, Mattbew, 14^, 3oi-3p 3j| a., 351, 399. 
GrtenhiU, George* 353, 

Grttnhillp Grcnvill, 355, 

Giunbillp fletiry, A^t at Madrasife 5T-44, 
9 a-i 04 t U 5 - 7 p 14a* i 73 ^ 7 h 15a ; *od the 
Erahmaoip 31^ loj, 17S1 and iJw Kawlb's 
junk, 364-6,3901 boqunt tOp 353 *, deaib 
of I 353-4 p 599; bis Kinlep 255*35411.^ bis 
wiia ^ ftznily* 253P 403. 

Ofttnhillp Johnp 355. 

Gremfullp Mary, 355,355 n. 
GrccnhilJtTbomu, 253. 
f^fybwifd* the* 139. 

Gri& 5 n,RdM, 6 i. 

Tpiigibyp Axitsaufkr, z2o> 345^ 

Gronstoce, MarmadLike, 395. 

Guioa, uradcp 49P 133, 141 (a)^ 15®, 177, ^ 
30 S- 6 p 355, a95p P0| 3^, 396 v 4 ^ 9 1 EObi 
from, 14^ 3 o6p 343, 355, jpS, m, 344 (3), 
39B-9 ^ stufli fpTp ra Cotton goods. 

( putnea Con^sLuyp tbc, i4ti 

Tpujaritp itoHLp droii^t in, uo, Sti 
Ahmadihaap^c 
Gulbarpa, 135. 

^julmkS BAnu, 289-9^ 


Guofdjew'a, jji- 13 . 

GiunJac. .S'ctLac. 

Gunny, 340. 

Gunpowd^, j4 [+ 

Guns,«ieo|, 154, 159^, 21^,3^ a, 

Gurney, Tohn^ and hii wife* 353 594 Jt 

Gum^p \\dlianip loj. 
f^azopedit. III. 

Qw 3 dar piram, 78* 60 (3)* Sx it 


Kl&t Xasfp GoremoT of Surat, ^dp 61, % 
7 Ma). 

Hskifad, .\bttMaSp tSS, t9cip 191, 3S7-S, 
394-^. 409-10. 

Harby, Tbomas, 199. 

Elafd^ t^dj, 7 S{ 3 > 

Bsfpmve, WiiJjam, jaj. 

Honimrpurp 376. 

Hi«'rini>ton, John* 146* 154^ 3 i B, 320* 343- 
Hdsilj to. 

HBatio^p Ricbatdi 177 tt. 

Hcrfc* gooda* 395. 

nerbm, Koixfip 147,154. 

Iferrisp Arthur, 174. 

HMe^ 305. 

Hbidamip 6j> 
ffbbba, Tboouti, 277, 

llobAdn* Wowfey, 346. 

HodaJ, 34 . 

Hoddesdon,, Johji, 147,1341196,218-20^ 333+ 

llomemp !lfafuoeI jf,, 55 q, 

/loptjul, tbo. Set ddfecffl, Ibe. 

Hop^ood* Abrabam, 147. 

H^pmUt the, 340. 

Hopkini> TTiomaa, 109 138-93, 391* 397. 

Honca, f^rsian, 37,39,51* 56,68* 75* 84^ i-4* 
tti, r 73 p 335 p 337, 358 p 30Z* j 4 Sh 4 ofi- 
HoUiins, 1 licKrQaa, 159^ 200, 303 C^>- 

Elotni. See AthnL 

[]uyi*339p 340 346-71 379* 3S1 {7). 

atlgU, factory at, 7;p 46p 48p 107,109,139,14^, 
179^ 1S3-50W 193, 375, 367, 294* 407 ^it> f 
he^-ciyartert of A^mey, 188^ EngHsh 
houieat,47, 395-^; Butebat, 284^ 188* 
394 I Portuguese atp *84 ; occupied by 
][zlpeEia]£it9, 390-1 s Governor of, 193 iL, 

f al3-^ 388, 390* 393* 395- 

Rlverifhips to go upp 393* 408^ 

•.946* 354,373-5,379. 

flulftrCeniid, 55. 

Hull, Wilhamp 401. 

341. 

llUri KhAnum, 73-4. 


Ibrlhbn Adtl Sbah, 343 n. 

[brUilfflp K 823 , 78 ^ 

Ibrabfin (lin(fuiit), a 7, 39, gj, 346-9- 
ibtahiraabAd, dt, 6dp 
/^dWmij, 42^ 
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IhLlt£ 0 pf»ftlCDl'tH 3 ^ddCbAStp IQJ j TOfikciS 
of^pnfKd by officWft, 7^ j rcwnd 

tiadcTEitzid;^tciCpmpiiiiy»i5C; 
COflfigntMnt Drdcrcdj ao$i M wniltedp 
Jia, 336? prkc* fflr, J«j price in 
Londanp 6ij jflSj competition of W«t 
lodum,^. 5 af Ahntody^ plAbore, 
satd Saraiicj. 
limcfl^ Jumcsp 353- 

InsuiAiicc^4a^ isE I dispute over^ lOp 15, 

Cgp 71^ 73-*. 

IntercEt^ rate* of p 145^ 158* i96> 199^ 358, 

laterlq^mp pcx»M i mwiirH agunstp 145, 
i 49 t 151. 154 - 5 ^ iTOp i 83 i 1S5-6, iSSp 109, 


37 Mp 


, . 3 **-3^.337.456-7 ^ 

jwcsoap Rev. WLlIi&m, id SeopJ^ tj8-40 j 
Ot liodw, tp, 185, 185 a53-^ 39^; 

l»vn for Ei^lMdp 394 n. j and tbcTrenife 
podreSp 403-& 

IftpoMn, Jicto^ at, 7^ 59; Englieh booiie otp 
a6v 1411 Enj^ib ctj jee Andmr^ 
{Matthew), Buduiid^j Dutch att 

fidp 84 (i?)^ S7 p ei 8; Fre^ atp 87: 
AnDCnuna atp 87 \ padres atp 313 ^ broker 

atp 1 ^6- 

Ispandi^t Mlrza^ 2^1, 

Itoiy^ 

ItimidvuddjLulAp tbCrOf 1^7 ^ luvri 

Lord Bblfomiont, a 1-3, laj; and tJ^ 
Dutcfa^ uSf and the Kigliihj 3 lj 37 ^± 

a(-«. 125-3*. * 7 *. 34*. 3 W-SO. 3 P' 


Jacob*:. Frandi, 344, 

Jafar Khftnp 78. 

Jafnapatutip 96, ijfi-^p il> 
yd^p66-7. 

/d^ddTp III, 4i|. 

Jah&narap Priocessp 15^ 73-4 j and the Sunt 

CullOmSip 15 n. 

Jaidtandp lyip aaj^ 

JajtftfniTp 334 p 34s, 355-7, 365. 

J&Jt 4 tt 6ji 

Jrt/M, aB 4 - 5 j 290- 

jgOk 

Tamawp 85. 

Iambi, 7g itjp 141-1, tSo-t, 305,255,400^1. 
Jamet, Roifer^ 58. 

/d-PtliAfRp 8a. 

Jonjiiaj Sidi oFp 37&. Danda Mjpufi. 

Tapanp 206, 312. 

Teaney, Wilfiainj tot, 104± i&5i 391. 
Tenmne*^ Jiucp 58, 84 
Juininga, Wiilkmp 147. 

VVtUbnip 1 &, ij, at71 At Agra, 9. 53, 
58-91 hil dcbtip i4p 72, 117^ 149, 153, 
165-8, 214^ 317 ; At Sunt^ 186, 3&3t 
leUCTi from, 18-19^50^ sjp bi-74p iiSj 

JrttiiUp ii, 347 p 349 - 


Judy 24J. 

an 4 Thmaai, the^ 117, [33. 

Johmon, WllliiuEp 33, 381+ 365; at llasuli- 
patam, 179P 183 ; Chief there, 180, 184^ 
* 59 r J 7 Jp 89 s» 406-7 * proposed traimfer 
to Madiai, 259. 

Joint Stock, UnltEdp assets in the East, 153, 
i|6r ]6z, 165-6, 179; turned over to the 
iiewSlfH:k,T 49 pi 7 r,] 79 {aJp l^lf 193^ 398 ^ 
Lfrlter* to and flora, 17, l6l| 166,177. 
the, 156* 

* Jdulky* PCJfO^p 143. 

Toiitduni Ebiis, 85. 

Juan de Nnvap 319* 

jidfa, a6 n, 

* Tuncnna ^ 9^ 

* JoncartECTS ^ an 


K., Pttdrep 135 fa). 

Kadra, 340. 

K4/Ud, t7, 68p til, iji. 

Kbearol, ££. 

Kkn, 1S7. 

Kakpi, 307. 

Kalima^t f 346^ 

KaJpitiyap 182. 

Kal^'£nip 1 [9 p 136^ 

Kinappa, 51-Ip 46, J03-4fc 
Kandaltftrp 73, ii 3 , ati, an n. 

Kandbrop 78-80. 

Kind^p Kine ofp 55 - ^^ 9 . ^ 95 - 
Kinhji Ra^nji, 163^ 

Karmaii,303i wooffrotn, 315 {3)^ 337,349, 
Kwrit 111+ 


KArwlTy^US:^! s trade tilth, 146^ 234± 340, 
e 41 ( 3 >f 348-7* 313 r Custom* at, 346 * 
propoKd Faetofy atp aj6p 242 j Ckvernor 
of, 3461 IsJands near, 333+ 

Kubiup ai. 

A'drii, 197, a86p 357, 387. 

KAaiinh 4 x&rp factory at, [431 189-90,193-4. 
378, 384P a$6-7p 390-1, 410; tiadn 
etopfwdp ^-3; bouie eukiKcd, S961 
cost of living at, 391; annuaJ bvcstmsit, 
»TS<Vf PwdkM* 0 * (fan*. * 75 . 39 JS 
Dutch alp 194, ^78 } Mir Jonila «ndi a 
governor to, Ion. 

Kis^ Khin Jaaini, 64, 73 {3). 

Kditmpur, it8 . 

Kathmw^ tbe, 31, 33^ 37, 137 * voyage of 
1650^1, 3 j6-7p 394,400-1. 

KAyif, Old, factory atp 3^3-4^ 319^ 

357 f fifin* ^ 

iiOp 33ap 343 ; Foctugueie at^ 019 n. 

" Krdekna \ 354 a. 

Km, Bishopp 190. 

Ken, Ion, 109(1,, iSS, 194, 375 «., 

376, ajB (a); Chki at K&rimhdflrp 189; 
at Bakiore, 190, 193 ; negotktiQne with 
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SLr Jumla, 2^, 386^. 3 ^t- 4 p a^Sp 59j; 
to and from, ajj-S, 286-7, 

! *»*i™ afj If- 
WiAiwah, brittle of, 168, jTa, 
tpwJUuliih KMia, 

Khiin Dutirmn, 409 r. 

KhsLTipatAni, 414. 

Khirepaim, 357^, 376; caiic^ dettred, 
*S** 3 *“-l* 33 ' r f-ovtfjior of, 3*1,358-9. 

Awfdflia'r 67^ 

Khdna, 

Khurjup 18, 6j. 

Kins FffiMrtifc, tfw, 6u 153, t6op T&fl,- 
®M, 20J M.p 356 ^ jcya, 

KisiSidshr 130. 

E^ipe* Ednvd^ 6$, 

^ojCp Robert (Stiakir>p 17, ^24 ^ 30^-6. 
f^ox, Robert (juniqrb 8^ 

ATaA-E-ndr, 70 n. 

KolhiiiuT, fKturs at, S39, 341, jj,, 
3 J 7 ‘^ 38 *':*j jS 4 t 33 <ii Gotwnor of, 2*0, 
Roncri CbeEUr 

bjp E^. 

Kjouisir Bay', 3^-6. 

75,1 64 i 31 j, 
kultergip ijL 
Kuli B%p [76, 

83^ ijg, 20J, 356, 

Kumabp 134. 

KurSaEj 70. 

Uc, triik in, ajs Jtr., 197, 3*7, 335. [»«( 
of, 197, 30S. 

Lafi*", 73, 78, iiS, ifiS, jfjS; Ladigo. 61, 
3 *a* 

Laliribaniiftr, i J, 5 i >7 7 ,i S*. 171.173, w)- m, 

idjsafiy’- 

I^JufamesbvBTi 33^40, 
iJlll Kiaond*)^ ai7. 

Lambton, John, at Sumt,, 58-9,114, ,43 (j), 
a^s fi. I iMinbcrof Doutidlp 146^ 

8J5^ ji7-iS : Purar^i^ii^ m f 
AOTuntant,jot^, 33 ^ 4 p^j^ 3 , 3 a 3 . 

iS^i E0P 


Lambtoti, 


814 - 


^ford, Richard, 154-5, 337 j J4*. 

pfi, i34,i|j-4p ^ 

Larlb!inikr+ LaJir flandtir , 

93 p 355 * 316* irti^cs of, 

3 { 6 (a>. 36 «. 

^**4^3 ^p laj, 387, aS^p 393, 3 ^, 390 (a). 
Lawson* Sir John* 85. 



U^kOfn, B5 p 410* 

John4 3i^p idt, 107 t drowfled, lot. 
Uww* John, farrocrly Aj-catin f^Op 38* 


Lcnb, Jcihflp ^rwr* 19, 

Ltwist Jpbnp Lnterlo^rp 58p 84(a). 
limbo l^b364p 367. 

Lrngum NAynkt 95-0. 

Ltm, dJCp 4g^p 109. 
liftMat, thcp X09 w. 

^yd. EdwsiriJp 58p 331-3, 

LemrSf the* 3 o 6 v 3o8^p lEj^ aij it.p jEj-rlJ* 
353.. 

Lon^dth. Sn Cbttofi g)Dods. 

Long Lane a6a, 

Jjhwp tlWp vmage of 1655-6* +9 p 8^9109 «, t 
^yaije of 165M. iSotA 184. iSS^a. 
194 . ^ 5 f^ 397 ra^* 40 E. 

Lo^-alandp Johnp 395. 

Ucknflw,7o £3), 145 t factory aipTOpi 6, »T, 

Ltttsem, Dtrvi^ 133-4, 

Lytttw^ John, 19. 

Macan^ ]6o r. 

51 u 34 saf, 45^ 138: factory at* 7, 141^2 : 

trade irith* 9* 36 (3). 38, io3p 143 iS;^, 

i« 4 .ito 5 pj^,a^(t), 314,394,397,400 (3), 

Alace^p trade ratrirtjKl lo Com+ 

P^Yi pnia! of* fit, 

Mfldagascay, 133, 

37 J, 

hlBcLi|Hillaiii, 4J, 138; ^Vmtw's Iwuse at, 

181* 194. 

ICadnUp tvmVi at* 31-41 p 44-fip 9a-'ia4,135- 
4 ** *Si- 74 T 5^4*7; its ^atiitp 

t* 4 1 bg^ating round* 96-9 ; strengthened* 
ijS-T i blocLaded* 137,174-^ 186, 364 : 
revffiLi#s, 36^ 45 ; custome dutie^p 37; 
natiw agent at, 40-T f right tuind caite 
QtpjJ ; rent dxedp 174-fi; coioigt at* e74p 
401; garriaon of, 33, 3Sp 9a (j), 
1 Q 4 P I 74 > tSa, 353^ taa> 398-9 p 4di^p 404, 
4 ^i chapJaifis at* m isaaesdq and 
Tbomsoa (Josepli); pay of chaplain, 
TS3; Frendi padres at, 4oa-6; list 
of lactorsp 173 ; HiabHaCraeat reduced* 
7 * 3 S* 37-5. 44 1 ™de an Agency* 
100 j cstabbihinent, iBo j housekeeping 
expm5e9*t8o£ bulldii}^ at> 184; Englisb 
privibm atp 4,35^, 38* 40* 46p me. 
.Madras Merihani, thep ^55^ 357^ 3^ (J>* 

Wp 431 .^ 

IfahmQd AU 9.5-C- 
MahEEtQd Amlnp SKukh* Governor Eif Surat* 
58* 6a. 

MalLmOd Amin Begp 130V 346* 

Hahmad KJbim^ 7a. 

Mahmadf Mfraa* 83, 
yiohmOd Sharif, 354-5P 373. 

Mahffdidi. the, 3?^ 

Slahmtkdi Bcgt e86. 

Makramat KMn, 413. 

^!^Ckiiib8d, 284* s8S* 3 ^1, 398; 

Covrraor ofp 384. 
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Ifalahar Ilale^ 

Makbar ^ps, jB-j 341. 

M^dap39S^3^. 

Maldivcsp the, 3731 , ^■ 

Mnliopurp 97^ Su Ekm TbDm^. 

MaLik Kw&aXt 20B. 

M&lik Bcgj 191^ 

HAJpuTj, 163^ 

Man, Jahoi 147, ipi 154. 

Bianar, tSj- 

Manilksp thcp 77, x6a jt 
Mdnucdp Nkcotjto^ a*, ai-> 25,51-?, h., 

7a n. 

Mangold, the* 101, i77p iBofj), J54, 
25^7, jfSo, 273 3^p 39* K^p 397. 

ikTarfiVp the, ^ U% 45B.P 47-9, 105(1), 
107-8- 

Mamn^ Bopton, 53. 

Miisarralf jtS. 

MasDR^ ]^war4, 206. 

M^or,StTeyn;$bitm, 3oa-j, J05,347-8,41*^ 

Ma^crsp Rpbeit, sa, i+jp y at CaJicui, 

3M, 320-1, 34l-4r 

Masulipatafn,evcDHAEp 91, loi, 104,137-9, 
ig4> 354-73* 3%-94 p 400-3, 406-7; 
ofigm oE tkfune, ^ n. j cy^lnue at, 356-7 ; 
famioe Rt^ 265; Mir JitraW? truck atp 9a; 
ousttMiii dutieA Lt, j7p 45* 4*6-7 ; letters 
and goods frcKD, pi^m ; E&gUsh ractoiy 
7* 35^ 3?-iPp 44 p r43p 179^1 Coni' 
poay't houscp 141^ 236- house- 

keeping eitpense^, iSo : Bfcuints et, 103^ 
]S5; aftd the AUbordhiate fajctnrle$p 185, 
privilfle«at,35-^p 141^4061 Dutch 
at, 257-8; Governor of, 257* ^fejohniotip 
Wintet*3£C, 

Maund (PenuAu), S9. 

the, voya^ of i^rfp 58, ^S-iojf 
*05-7,137,179 j voyage of 1853^, rSi^ 
(3). iSjp 334,254-^^ 35J (2), a6o, 273, 
394; dnvoi to Surat, 3T9 (3)^ 330 j »ld^ 
334, 

MasOf^ 371 (j). 

Me;^, WHUaioj 49^ 

Merikani Adoenltirtf the, 13, 50, 119-30, 
143(2)^ 256-7, 273 p 31a, 

Mer^tiis" JDdifkfr thei iSo-Tp 1% 191-3, 

. ,fS4-5p 357* *73.356, 3 Wp m "- 
Merenoieo , Su Cotton 
Merry, Presklcnti 7ip 404. 

98, io4p 174, 404-5. 

Mexican dolkrSp 24 r< 

MMdleton, Roger, 183, i&3Jt„ ajip 3541*., 
268, 33i-^3p 40U 
BEdni^viirp 290-1 ^ 

MUward, OuLrlei, 531 50^ 6 qp 84, S7-90,114, 

Mio^m, William, a^ip 351^ 372. 

Minors, Ridiard, 33,138,353+ 

Affr Akkio’ Bdshi, thcj 37. 
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i 


Mlf All, 248 

MlrjiDp 1^. 

Mir Juinla, 4, 5 p 39p 74 * joins AuTOi^aebp 
4, 40, 46p 63-5; proceeds to Bdhi;, 65; 
lesson vkits, 86^5 received by the 
Emperor, 69-71! Iu3 presetiu to hmi, 71, 
74 I his dianiocHip 70 71 ; coJldf Wazir, 

67p 70; entitled Mwxam KhAn, 7ip. 73,^ 
416 ; to comnmnd in the Decctm^ 73; 
ibe Carnatic^ven to, 91 ; his troopSp pi j 
nimours of £is deathp 93^ 198; Hkdu 
tevoltp 93 p 97-9p ; his troops blodmdjc 

Madras, 137 ; hk caiapai^ ag^irst 
BijfiWp 901 TI0I 135, 263 A,; his troops 
in the Unnatk, 174^: at battle of 
Ki]ajwiib^i68; lmpr:^ed byAucaztgzcb, 
263 ; his campaign in Bengal, ad^p 275, 
“?f^p 3»5 p 3 ^i W Govetnor of 

Bih^j 2^ I and oE Bei^l and Ortssa, 
382 j made Khjlnkhdnln, 388 *, at Dated, 
41a ; hk inOuenee with Anranpeb^ 305, 
389; hk trading operations, aOp 4a, 92, 
175^ ?S4 E his cEaracterp 38^ aS^p 305; 

employs Eitglish gunnefflr 4* f ^ r ^igbsh 

P^ievanoes agunst, 38^, 46^ 135 ; 

bis Junk seixed, 74, 92-5, g7~8p rjS^ 184 j 
n^otiatlonscQucenaing, 96> 186-7^ a68-6i 
373* 380KI, 386-Sp 29i-8p^ 501-jp 305, ^17, 
339^i 4^7 410, 416: agrwmccit inthp 
3l9p 3901 panrd^o trom 416; rdations 
with tbe Dutch, 384 (2), 206, 208^ 305; 
bis ckathp 416, 

Mir Mahmud Rlsiink 37^4 
Mir Sayyid Ali, 94-6,174-51 
Mishklp Khw’ia, 285. 

Modip 363, 

^Hc.gulkna^ ro«. 

Hckha, 339 j EDgliib trade wltb^ 6p 114 n.p 
100, 303^ 2ciS, 381; ships ficnt tOp 305 
(fife also SnAnsfrSif S&iiftyf and Vuu :}; 
focEcra at, 305 ; investments for, x 58,16ei 
2 t 0 li., 23 ]» 340-1^ In dian trade initfar 

93, arbp 302 jogp J16, 330+ 

Monghyr^ 280-1, vBji, ago. 

Monm^p Edwardp &1I of Sandwich, 85. 

" Moorea % Stf Cotton goods^ 
iforir DflSp 63^ 

* Wmee^ nipceii X93 n* 

Mortansi 159-60, 199P 206, 251, 264 n., 338, 
3S7. 

Morton, Georgtp 147,169, 324. 

Bfouid^ Johnp 58^ 14^ 154. 

’Mowiy', 18. 

MoxnmUquf, 146^ 156,214 n. 

Muaemm l^ln, & MXr Jurnl*. 

MukiSfok^ 214. 

Mudhol, 239. 

Muhammad Add Shkh^ King n| Bijtpuri 
5. ? 3 p 3*54- 

Mulmmilind Anifcip 6|, 69,1I7 n. 
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Muh34niiuul Sha.M, :8a, ipa n. 
Miitiainrnad, SultOjiH 65(3), ]G8| hU 
In ; (teWfU lO 

Shu|.lp ^ 9(3 ; returns* j 83 ; Us 

(ate, 388. 

Muhammajd Slwnliiip Agiia* 411-13, 

Muh^i, 8[* 

Makaddsm, 515. 

Mukhlis KhAii. ^gd. 

Mukkup C; (a)' 

BlLlIlllflpgtk i6fi. 

41 j (3), 

Mundv, PetcTp 45^ 76^ 

MuKUa Bokhsli, Viceroy {>[ Qu^ritp 75-6 j 
rcbeb,iaj-4p J43; ^ipclrc, 121 i 

raids Siunt± iaa-4 ; on Agi^p 

167 ; imprisoHd hy Auracfixebp 16^p m ; 
Slifiti Nairikz Khoji andp i6a 
Miukatp 78; Fendan sctiemeS 36 ^ 

i37-8t i^tf 330 ^ ivc^tiaiiOQf Jor Ec^lUb 
settlement at, 2a6> 330^^ jq6p 320-1 * 3^ ^ 
unhealthy, 306; King ot, 230-^ 306, jan ; 
Sh^hbandar ofp 23a-3. 

tbCp a6j* iriKtJer 
MidtaU KHiUv# 330, 

MuSterp iS. 

?>futakid 4t(“rjri 

67, 

dV/urW^di'i titr 4ijp 413^ 

Muttra^ %. 

MuxmabaKLr. Maksod^ad^ 

Mansis u pre£enu^ 350, 

MjTThp 196, 305^ 323. 


964 

i?dn/, <£4. 

69. 

A^on^jjaEukfa, 164. 

Kapierp HidiiLrdp at 147^ 151 {3)p 

377 ^t 3^“5J joins l^dagtoDj 
377 - 3 h 3 fl*-i. 383-4. 

Nara^iigarh, 991. 

Narayuii^ 47-8. 

NoiM^-ati Diis, 374, 

Nart^, 162^3. 

Nasarpurp 7lt^, 

N 4 i&, 349. 

KMn, 409 . 

Nanning Shah* awu 
Nawlr Kh^, 4ia. 

Nftj-aks 3 *$Tp 177- 

iNc^aixitam, im, 3 j[ 5 ffc, 4141 tnken hy 
^tchp I jlS-y ; cujttied by XanjoRp 177^ 
n wthrop, Fiancup 303-4,34?“3'- 
335, 3 i 7 ,367, 384- 
Nci^nny poea^, 343. 

NewUndp^ Williabi p 58, 

Nevport r Antbronyp. X3&, 

^ Storanees \ Sn CoUon ^oodj. 

N(sh^A, 74, zo^i3, 197, 4i3-J5i 


Nlz^pntam, a^gi. 

Nodlih Jacaes, 3^ 401, 

Norwt^, JnhJip 337 p 350. 

Kc^i,i4p 5 ^i 4 ;, 

^ Norlhwanb^ she, n, 

^ Ao^'tdun^' montvj 135* 

*NovdIi\27B, ■ 
the* 8a. 

Nurse, VpJentine, 147,313, 

Nutnwgsp trade ln> 30^-9; ratrkted to 
Coj^Aay, ^ jirkt olp dip 309. 

Offkyp. Joluip ]|E9 
Oil, prke of, 292^ 

C^dmdj Edu^d, 301 , 303p 334. 

Ojibanum, 196, 30|p 322, 
tJiitrff the, 146. 

Ontiln. Sm Mudbit. 

Opium, M2. 

□msgep Printe of, 85, 

Orini^fl. Sm Waraibj^^aL 
Ori^a, 4 o 9 p 411-131 4 iS‘^i 8 u 

24, 116, ri|, 13 7p [b9p 170. 

* OtrambarFow-s \ 4s. 

Otfiher, l>anIeL 2^7, 3^ 58. 8j, 84. 88. 
Otway, ThomaSp 190. 

OudB^rtjay, 195. 

Oaeup draught, ifit; nim for hire of, 63, 
O*eodeo. <^rLstofAer, 44 n. ^ bia vo^Tige to 
China, Sip 131, 134, ; member o| 

eounoLat Surat^ 146, J53p 156, 203 ; hh 
deacii, ioi (a)^ 203; and monutneni, 

30 [. 

Oxenden, Gearjge, aoip 303 (a)t 


Ihuidy, 40-1. 93* 

Padreap nt tSura^ aS, 133, 135; In Feriia, 
8> 233: at IfadraSp 3531 401-6 f at 
Suratp 233 r 235 If. 

' \ 23 ^^. 

Ptigodas, m Golcooda, 33 ^ taloe ofp 33-4. 
42 > 101-3 j HfJiZ^ur^ 242^3 £ value 
143; MW t-n-ntj old, 104, ia5p sSot 
^llshp 33 p 401 ; Dutdi, 33, 360, 

PainCp Thomai, 33* 

Pflf, $9. 

PMaUdju, 360. 

379 . 

Pilirper, '^Vdliatn, 

Piiitftla* taken by Sivtji, 347,150-1,353-4 j 
he u besij^ thm, 330, J73-4P 377; 
escapes, 387 j Hevingttm atp 374P 3^6-7^ 
^S 79 (3). j8i- 
PaToehinOp \^orio, 105 0, 

Furd^oTp 335 Pf. 

PmpTiQ, $7,313* 
thjrkcr, Uencep 45, 

^rJeer, SSlilkin, 147, 154, 198, 320, 
lTirmi!i, J49. 

J^iirr^vfrtO, Jioj 197,199, 411^416. 
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PassetL£(rft,raL« ; nil pa^^:iical5 

10 ajtmie lo iM Cotripany, t 6 t. 

Passed Tor shtd«r^T|?6; i±At^iotf442. 
F^tf, Edunmip 5c3-a, 

PatglOf 408. 

Pntnu, ShujA At^ ; li^pCrulliilS at, 

280-1; factory Al^ 51, 143 r x8J:, 1^-90^ 
263,378 (2)^ 3w« 399,408 ^} tug^uotu, 
314 ; iAllprtJT froEOp 285, 

390,396-2,390-4,397,408; priotof,a76, 
285 ; tntde fittippedp 364, aEk^i, 394 ^ 399, 
PraixEp EclwAnl, Frcicl^t At SucOt, S ; 
h.is AdmillijiTAtiofl, 9^10, 12^16; ^i 3 tt 
tioDiCj ^ 52 ; his lAtCr hislory'p 50 n. 
PcAroc, VVilliAmp [8 d, 183,401. 

Pt^if tLc, 134. 
pearls, 320, 

PnldapoUioinp 95. 

T37 p I 94 j 37lp 3 J3- 414- -Srt- Syrkm. 
PfcOFlp 390^ 393, 312, ^^Hp 37a- 
Ptj^MjTp truk inj ffltii'iM; ^^aLibarp 13-14, 
J46p 153^ IS^Wp 220-1, 234^ 24o> 
805 p 3?3 p p jJ 43-4« 3S3-S i 

tnidfi reatnetw to CompaiLVp 150 j pnre, 

61.34*> 347; rhjtch mofiopofiMj 234; ^rom 

Corot]nAikduC«utp355H. SnfKit}fl|mTp&Cr 

* Permlbs *• Sft Collon goods, 

I'Crttvol, £dmund± ]56p 
Fcj^kp^vctitf in> ao-^t* &r-90> t34-35> 16S- 
73 p Aii-jor 846™53» Kings of, Shih 
Abb&S 11 afhl Sa 8 ; Eliglbh tmdo 
withprjHtijfiff; Indioji iinck with, 10,139, 
ir6; Enfiiyi privilipa in, 8&pi 16p 1 35-30* 
tJl-Jp 14ir =2?-Jp 236,328,340; 
/uriMiHl for* 333 p 352 ; faclors in, we 
Andrews, E^ckeri 4 ^> GArwAy, SpallcTp 
tVeaJe,^.:; Butch 111*34-5^ 37^' 5 ^p 
3j8r Sie Bombroonj ls|ahiinp 
^ii^p llimul-oddaiiljir BelloiiionU 
Pirsia Altr^aml, the, t8^J:p 189; loasof, 77^ 
i8a, 189, 343 ^ aumvors of> 395* 398, 
PtlnpaU, uLiislion of, 359; GVCOl^ aU 354 p 
a^Cp 359-60 j l&cioca Alp 38-9,14=^ i 8 q- 3 * 
184-5, 2^3-^ ; hoaw atp 141 : rela¬ 

tions with MASulipatAlnp 185, 359, 

Petir and jatVj tha^ 157. 

Fief (htoftey), 80 t (Mighiiv iS- 
Pickmng, jAinest i87t 189-90P 407; Inters 
todndEiocOp 157-8,183,194-5P 262,376-Sp 
485. 

Pigtail silk, 191- 

' Pimple ^ iS. 

Flrstesp 59, 7B. So-t, 205,214 p 338, 
/tMJbx^p 36h 85. 87^ loSp it8, 153, 348, 
257-*' 33^1 349^ 3^i f 39«p J' 
Pitt^ThomaSp 190, 

VitU WilliAtn, in Betifi^p 46-7^ 51-2, 108, 
[38^179- 4®^ p Si* wifet47p *93- 

Pill* Williikm, in Persia, 27, 51. 
in Sind, 310. 


Palaadp85, 304. 

Poodicherripisjp 401. 

PoonAttkoUeep 41,93 iSh 58 W^57 t3)p i75-^‘ 
Fope^ iJKt 86 
Poplar Bos^ntnlpSpi. 

ForaJ^, trade at, 541, 344 ; factory to be 
settled at, 543-4 ; King of, 544, 

Porto Now* 103,185* 3S5 n.p357^394^5g<i-7. 

599* 401—1# 

Fortufiol, King ofj 214,249, ^oop 530^ 
FortugUMc* IhOp b bdiip 61 rekums wib 
Blj 4 fwr* 254 * 347 - 8 r 877 ; and Sivant^^s i 
and MuakAt, 352, 153^ in Bei^, 376, 
384^ 40a in Sitadnui, 402, 404 ^ ITutdi 
Atmeks tipOD, ffe Ceylon and Dutch; 
EngiLih (Ifdre to obtaia a port fronp^ i5rt 
JSJp -*7i ^ ari, =14, 249 ± 

Jwjf 521* P P«J«: with Spain* S5; 

amboAiadOTa in London, 521. Sif Goa* 
DaiuSn, Diu, &c. 

Price* jAtneSp xin-iip 29OP 
Pfictp John, 177. 

Priddy, John, 180-H90. 

PrSsprrity, tfaf (fOrmCtly ihf Exptiitiau)f 

402, J04, 135.^ 

EVythridi, Ifugh, 50. 

Piiicat, tip 34 , 45 , 92 , 175-7 J besie^p 91 * 

9Sf9^i 9 ?^ T 7 S-«. 

Ihikj Itun, 12,136,141- 

PUnaniglH. iPlmnamallM. 

Pundeeail, 219*1. 

Fdn Ptlnp 409 , 

Fftrttb 413, 415. 


St£ Kdjila. 

(^liizksiK'cr, irock in p 47, 56,157, lOb, 241 I 
restricted to Company, 150 ; price of, 199. 
Quilon, trA-df at, 156,343 ; lAkcn by Dutch* 

Quiii^, t59p 163, 322. 

Raw Raghflnitjip 67# 

Ko^dEll, WillLunp 189 (2)* 

Kaoha RliTip 164- 
Xtl, 

Rakd^rir 415- 
XAhemt KMn* 17. 

KAnisfofd, CoK Henry* 6o> 117* 159 (2)^ 410; 
gtws 10 ^lutluii* 230-2 f dietp 231-3* 

3ZO. 

RnipAtan, 370. 

H^jipuTp 3, 6* 304 r under RuMam ZoniAn* 
350 ; taken hy 353^f 3^’ S 

trade withp 146? 156* i6ij 166-7* *95^ 

309k2J3h231-6p41o; fActoTyAt,i43p 147- 

8p 1661 235+ 3 ^ 33 ^ 351-^ p 

to tjo hmne direct from* 337* 337^ 364; 
to be bcad^quarleff of Fresideticyp 353; 
Ei^jlish house at, 23611., 353^4* 3^ 37^ * 
debts at, 3 >^ 372 p 37^^^ 
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t soltpstwfwjm, 1^-15. ii, 151, ]66, 

i 79 i 381, jSj (a) j »ttba go^s And y*ni 
tr^. aj^a ■ p^jpef |,pin, a+o, a+a ; 
tiu«i PD^ fnnu, 337,14a ; port of, aia j 

pnppo^ l^t ai, 143^3, aji, 3JJ. 

Ri|jiiA!UU>fiicton.it* 5 i,ij 4 ^^ gljub 

aU impcmJkta 

utp SB2-4, 393, 

^iptitt, IQ5, j6j. 

Ki;a S^t CiihatiLfsal 

niVf iS. 

Rashes^ 3 

Kaitffll, Proid^t^ 3t6 
Riy^r3M; tifldeat. 334, aje. 340, a4&-8, 
3«n. iwnttC ajSrt. t ito- 

IArtAjKC af^ 340 j pwt of pepper I 
at, 247 ; Covemor of, 3474 I 

Red evih^ joBa 
Red woodp 330-1, 341+ 

the, 133,143, iSj „. 

?* Sopit, 58^ 153 , , js 

Chief 


I RflJu Edirtjdj 14$ n^ 
f^tp ThoEii^^ 399^ 315. 

I RomEoAlli 4 , Cw-txin goods. 

Rose, Geofge, 

Rffu, the, 49, sij, 

; R«ewaler^ aaj. 
tfee* 43. 

Ridier^ ,AdiniTil> S5. 

the, ^3, J47-8. 

RupcH, paam^^ fineness of, tioi 




SJ&* a6j, 360-r, jMj diief tiicfe* 

114+ 120^ 123, T43 (a); ularyof, 114-J5 * 

hii<le«l will, Sh^si KhJlii. ti4, jal- SB, 
U> Rajlpor, i chiefb tie 

^ »dnsiitistration, ste-ej, 

3SJ”®7 i AUquarrelwith Andnin, 301 ^, 

ajS^, i 4 ^, 3 <o, 305, jii, ,Bg- 

*J> 367-87 ; pkn. tfl entrap hun, a^ 
deaW with Sidi Johar. J70-S j fll, lu, 
3JS-6; charaeier uf, 3« ; hJa privMe 
trade, 3J5 B. j puij WesJ*’* eatate, ttx: 
0 tabs pm ta expedition ajjalosi dm* 
uroan> 326. 

‘ ^wy 'i a 9 «. 

KeyiuidMa, Thomai, at Sumt, «, a* 

«■ §■ §s 

Kjala of eight, valu* of, ,03-. 

151* iptp 39S; coTxipared with bqliionp 
T5J. a4T ; kloi^ipf, 341 * con of, 341. 
r* priceol,a«T- 

‘^ 7 * 

ft^, Thofiitta, 324^ 39B. 

/^tfWd ditJ iteriMa, the, 119, 13J, iSdh, 

«■ «■ 

R;Jey,e Consui* 83. 

IIeiu>v 

Rohoreoti^oJiri, 409, 

R*ep Sir Ti^mu, 346 it, 
the^ *65. 

Rogers, Wmltera 189-90, 194, 


M t %^ife of, xd4; iticMscd, ait ; 
broda Kod * mor« \ 193 «. ; ^chcJlM' 
19J. 

Ruthwtirlh, Frnneisj ilto. 

RukcU, Jfarvis, 356, 

Rustam /OEEiln ^d UieBfjipurgn^^titDeiit^ 
^ 49 " 5 ®j J5J"4 r “nd Sivftji, 346, att3“i, 
353“4r 3*^1 53® ? ^ E^bah^BLad, 

.f5j-4p 35?. 3r4. 377 p 

jfli, priviji^es obtain from, 245, 351 j 

^ niint projKt, 343 -|e =51 ; Jind 
^ijJ ShJVpHt, 572^5, 379 J and tfellia 
Kajpun, a^cs-i; and runners foip 
37 Jp 3 T 7 * ^ 79 . 3 ^ w brothers, 
373 - 7 - 


SAddUd, fide 

Sa^kh Khan, I, 6 j {3) i death of, fe-a : 
bn Jjj&f, 66-7. P-V3 . 

202. 

Si^, 169. 

SaJlm, pavofp 43 ,53 ; fox Cbii^wLny'a ships, 
158 J others to go hotnE, iS 4 -^t 185, log J 
for^ 155; not to ht Rilowtd to 
pilot junks, 270H 
at* Adgustirbe's Bay, 

Sf. the, 1B6. 

St. Hdena, 2x3+ 337 j ri« foi, 2xj w. 
bt, Joines, ChrBtopher, Ce, 

^mthfll, RnbcfU i4fi, 103. 

^aUkbat Kbhri. Sri Sidijohix* 

S^mt 187* 

, the* 220 (2), 34fi^ 34$, 

^™porcB, Su CoiiQO ^^joadi, 

Sajabury , ^bnise, 180, iSj. 

Saliettc, 348. 

ballpctfC* pojrchase ofp Agrflt Ahma - 

dibadp ^tna, fUjipur, &c *; an tmnxal 
Mflopoly, 151 2 Toy^ niDfk opoly in 
Bii^ptir, 315 w,; prtci? of. If* fii, joS-Op 
J 45 * Bengal the ckmpatt, aofi; tnw» 
riRincicd to Company, 150. 

SiotmriiiiH, the^ 172,205P 25;S“^p ^^3* ^64 J 
wrtc^, 357. 

Bambhat„ 

Saxnugarh* Uttle of, 167, 

Samway. ^ter. 147, js». 
biindaE, 37^. 

?kuidftlwt5od^ 56. 

J?anfi, 79 (1), 
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" ^ Cottmi goodtr 

San TbomCj 93 {3}^ 93^ 401; tlimuincd 
by Dutdi, T76-7 i submits to Gnkonda^ 
176 B,p t 77. 

Sajata Uiuiap 35. 

134 ^ 

* Saruscca \ Stt Cou«m 3 gnodi. 

Safktkei iodigD^ 348, 32^ I furiiK in 

LmuOn, 6], 

S^^£aihkt^t 

S^vli p Gav^riwr o£+ 355-6. 

Scarirtp Frauds, 5S. 

Sccttr Jobnj 305, 

SirittAf 37. 

ScjivBD* i6*p 576. 

SnfvEO^^ NicboJiJ, in Stndp 9,15, p, 53^ 
(U^iSp viuuAhnia- 

dikbjLd^ 163^4 ;: Eciices t 4 fend frop^j 77-21„ 

3 W B.p 3iip 3i> 

tlw, »3, 3|A (a), 3951 voy-agc to 
l^rsia and irSp »30p 135-^ 

liw, 1J3; (jM to PcrstOp 9* 15, 
25 (sJp J&-1 ^ f Mckbap 53* jS-jp 
^5* ^9-90 ; COndsimcdip Wh 
^Seakn*. S^COft^oagow, 

Sttl^ickp Robert p 85. 

Srtd-lac. Sa Lac. 

SecTp i8> 243. 

Schw^p 79. 

ScncoLp worts of ^ 3 77. 

Sequins, sjt rt. 

Scrvmtflj pay of, a6i. 

SHbadri NA>:«kp 353. 

Seville dollaiip 341. 

ScjTninir, Rogtr, i8op 185* 7 ^i ; deatb ofi 
afig (a)p 4 flt. 

5 AiJd-Wii^ 3 «S 4 S. 

Syj) Abbis lEp KIni: of BeesUi ^5-7, 
151* J47t 349 V sends merebAbts to Indiap 
i 79 p ija ; intrigue in tMt oountcy, 133 ^ 
seads embassy to Biji|Mirp 734-$, 337 1 
tfLtoimjnd bi^mion by^ 198 1 chajacter 
87, rja ; and tbe ^iMip 14-^, Sj-4, 
86-a, ]a6-bp t69p i^Sp a29; pnoposs lo 
^eod merduLDts to ^:igland^ zaj-S; 
vrMkt3 loon dE ihipo to attaoc 86, 

137 ^+ tji; lEtt« fidEo CoERpnny to, 
170-ip 173. JZI-3, 336-7^ 329 j presenti 
(orp 37 p 19p I 3 gh- 3 ip 171 pOJI- 3 * 335 - 6 v aaS, 
3^p 310 ; ogTRiiMbt. vrllh^ aaa. Sn 
Bclfoiuontp Lordr 
Shafablis Kban. 

.SA^^ip sa. 

Sbah jAhHbp Tp 2 I and SadiiJiftli K|i2Uip 
66-7 i and tbc Kdidfllitr expedition, 73 ; 
jealw of I>Afa. 64 1 Ihitdb embassy to* 
62 ; goes to La^rc, nS^ mod ibe 
Bljlpur cunpugn^ 62, 119^ reported 
deitn of> i2t~2^ ijt; reeuwa, 122 ; 


goes to Agra, laj-j t imprisooedp i67t 
196* 311 , 39r ; gnmis 413-14* 

ShAh^&Dflbfld, ij fe+ Sifsf Delhi* 

SbjUijk BbonHkp 3, 335p 300-J* 

Sifth Naw^ Kbfirip t6a-4+ 168 (jjp 107* 
Shob S&fi, 333 . 

Sh&dsto KTifli ij 
Sbamsber fiS. 

^fbibilk, T3^ 

Sbclkhdighij the, 291 ^ 
bbeiddnp Aridibiahop* 190 (2)^ 276* 

Shddoa^ Donieti 169^* 192; tetters 
to End fronit 276p 326 - 7 i 28^1* 393-4* 

‘ Shctlonp Sir Josephi igo* 

I Sbdddnp fUli>hj igo* 

Sbcllsp 159-60, a i i-iOp 364 ftr CfObftdw. 
^bingleij Thomas^ z8o, 259-60, 367-81 403, 
405^ 

ShipWldingp 333, 3&2* 

Sbtpmflji, WlHilinki 344. 

Sbipcp to go bome, 21 %: for port to port 
trade, E57 ; freiebtedp and passage uoney^ 
z6[> ai7* 

ShirAz, 21 C2)p a6-7, 2^, 88, 350 ; wioep 323. 
^roftii fastim. 

Shujq^ bullAOp ^'keiDy of Eenfaii 2» 51* 
j 92-31 prodaimed Etnpetdr, 123P 167; 
def«tM, e67-8p i97^p 379 $ cajnpdgn 
ag^titp ai6, 3(i4p 37j, 279-99P 305, 317, 
jSSp 390-1 ? fli^t and death ol p gSSp ^3 i 
grants Jitnrip ing-iap 391 p 408^ 413-15. 

Sadi Joh&r Khinh 370-1, 376-6. 

387 ; Revzngtoti vrniSp ^1-2; E^iisb 
supply uiorta»,&e.p to, 37o-3r37S-3T7-8* 

Lra^ bp 375-6,295; price of» 
375 M^-f 376; factoie wind, 396^ cost of, 
296; tZhinse, 56; PexEianp 34p a^-gy 8a# 
^(a). 86, ii9p 128. 

85. 

SitW, ^ajllC of,, ED 3 - 3 r 130 , 311 W., 306 f 

tngiDlA^ 153,306^ ; Ik dn p 153 ; pifce dip 
241; compared with nals, i^jp 241. 

Skndi rebellida bp 77 ; famine and pkgue 
iQ, 2iOp ^7 I rpugovemawnt iap 78-31 ; 
trade mj 57, 77, 79p 80# igSp 223 ^ 33X1 
343. 310-iit 330* 333; factors in (jm 
S criveiwr)p 9, 148, t52. 309, Sa 

Tattn* ficc. 

* Sircar V 68. 

Sirohip 6^ 

Sirot^pli. 

Sl\^}tp 3 ; hla ddminierns, 350 p and BijILpurp 
3^1; and Donda Rijpurip 235* 250. 
35jp 356* 358 1 and Ruautm jbmAO p 346, 
JSfl-i* 8Si 361, 366 i murders AJiaI 
KhAn. 235 w. p 247,350^ takes Panola, 247, 
^S9j 3|4 J mardiea dn Hlifipur, 353-4 ; 
besieged in Panftk, 370-3, 377. 379; 
ricaf^, 3S7 V occupies Ac.# 
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3J4 f dcaJings wiih the 
Eii^luh. 353, 3S5-7, 375; kticn to. 

SkiiiMrt FKdorkkp leo-i* 136. 

Stdwith> Sir Hcnryp tSo-i. 

—p ^j ; Ms widow. 

Skdd, John. 53- 

Smith# Anthony I at ATi mdjluhJjjT , 74-5; 
at Sofatj 53d tij ^ iht setviee^ 

yjp 114 ; afj^iniedta Ahnu4i4lwVd# 147. 
i&ij i6Cd 1^ f goes to Mokbnt npjg 305 ; 
member of Comii^ at Sutatp joj. 

Siqjtb# John, 303, 346> 350^ 

Stmthf Kohtrtp ^ 

Smltbion, Richfljifr t47- 
^'myma ihci 1 ^ 117^ 143^ l4h>41o; 

voyn^ol t 6 jS^ 14-^ ip (a>vtsfi^tj^j, 
I&6-7* 40b; wrtckcilp 319^ 330. 

JjM- 

Smyth. Joluip s6i + 

Smyth. WlHamr j&i-j- 
nSorMfy, thcp ri7p 142, 146,152 jj)* 151.153, 
i6d-ip ]&9 p 171-3? ajjp 333 i goes to 
\fdkhJip 16a. i^S-hf 330 b}; E«3 homep 
3 I 3 f 3 t 5 - 
SokDtrap 305-6- 

* Sooba \ 67, 

34-2^ 173^ 363 n,, 389, 

S^p fl^p Sop 2*4-5. 5 J 7 - 

Sptot^p Dutch numop^uop 157; t^anudp 

^ t'hves. Ac, 

StJ^na^p x6^r 

SpilfeTp Johiip m iViiiij 21, ajp aS. 53, 128. 
1 nt SuiAtp 9, rj ; Agent 50^ 
57-9. KUr prtvbitj hiiEoryp 53 ? tjtPca 
homep ii> 117 s 5ubs€N|uefit cufm'. 113 h. 

Srtnaf^i Rdxii of, 64. 

* Sbvkcy % 296, 

' SlWc’, l6l + 

Siqihcim, EdiiarJp ro6. lolp 139- 
Stcutruonp Thomsu. 46-7# lot {2)# 105. 

^ * 73 - 

Siibahdik, 67. 

SuE^fk c«t ofj 1T9; for Ftrua^ 229 ^ from 
Sum, job j from Benj^h 47-Bp 105-8. 
i 7 p, iSbp 35s Jt, ibj-j, 375-6 p JJ5, 408 ; 
of p 397. 

SukimOn Shikohp 290. 

- Sumcae« *, 79. 

* Sunmr" iiasodasp 343. 

.Sufpfy, the. lo- 

Surety ^jim ; oiijKliAl hy Murid Ttokhihp 
133-4 i corrufUion of Oflidoli at* 154 ; 
Govcmdrfofp KtAnib, Mli2ii« lUkfix SWf, 
3 ( 4 faniQel AmTn p ffjtif MustAfn KMit i K^xi 
of# S 34 ^ Orttomer ofp 51$; Faujdir of# 
73; mint atp t 3 *^ ^44-5; <iiity wi 
Iteanirap 244 ; c<»t of llvinK Al# 106; ilt 
imponojace due to the Eiiu:tk}i, 


uohtaltliinc^ of* jji ; ihipfl bdit mt. 
.113 . 3^9 i increase ol ahii^f^ng att joi: 
Duich at, 6b»r.p raow Jfljc i 57 t 
320 ; Frtndi padres at, 22j. 235 iir; 
trade bad at. t^ip 199, 2 ISp 325. jd 3 ; 

I E^lhh priviJr^ at, 197 j Pr«jdimcy 
4 l«^lboifp fip 7 j TeductiEm^p to-i ip iJf 
j6^ 6o„ 114, iig-ioi made m Apernyp 
131 fiutOTK otp : Ihe^clen)^ 

revived, 1421 authority over Bautamp 
344-^; factors appointed. 146; house-^ 
keeping aUgwancc* 147; tRSuftkieot# 306? 
31 [ j library for, 449 ^ ^i^iltih garden nu 
141# 1971 tlebti alp 145, ijo* 158# fliOp 
^ ?i 4 -iSi 3 ^^ 3 f®j 345- 
5 ]Vdl Fidi^e, the^ 199# ;fo5-7ji 209. 3 Hi 
I 230 - 1 ^ joflp Ji 4 -J 5 i 3 * 3 ^ 5 * 

^TK*ftcLip 35* 39* 50# 104# 17 .|P 375 ^ 

3 » 6 - 

Suti, 2goj J93# 398 j Mir Jumla at, 2$^. 
2bQ-^. 

Saufkiw* AugujiEitiep 53. Dop 9*. 1 rj. 

I S’Mi'ally, poffjjn ; direct dispatch of goods to.^ 
3 Eon, 

.?tM£fv# the, 305P jjT, 333- 

Swanley, ficor^^ 396. 

» Swedenp 85-6* 304 # 307. 309- 
j Swmelehurst# Edwiird, 581 6*# Iic7j 351- 
I Sword bMefi 180. 

I S^tehuuIb# Thotruf. 65 r.. 90-1, 

SyiiAU, fecuty at, j, jj. jT, pa»45» tU*- 
; sqIi^. ] 03 p r*4 ; house at^ 141 ; Duich 
' al# 1 * 3 - Stf Pegu. 


Tnekk Jan. 68^ 

TaRei^p 188,2 75-6* 296 j price of 37 Sp 275 "■ 

ToJfor, 62 n.* 378. 

F 7 '>> 413 - 

fnhjdf# 343-4# 35i- 

/ufidTp 93# 95* 

TaodOp 38 j. 

Tan^re, 3.177. 

TnpaTapu, 187 (2)p 391. 

Topi Disj 

^T^pedis'. Cotton gcxHji. 

* 'Dirpct S 3J5 tt, 
fodlvf/, 70 M. 

Talia. factory^ at> 7 i 14^ 49 * 77 # bo, i^^p 142. 
147,167 p 216.313; DSJ4 at. lOd, 1981,3) j 
Dutch at, 77-4*, $d (2)^ 81 «,; Vumt^or 
of, 78-9P 313 p. Jiij wile, 79 ; Amin of# 


78. 

Tnvomicr, J, B.p 235 n. 

Taylor p Joseph, 50- 

Taylor, Kandolphpat EJVjiLptirp 147. 152 ta j* 
235* 3 JS* 247# ^6* 3bo* 3^?. 21 ^- 372# 375 p 
^184, 386; disnii^. 3 ^|Of J 77-^: 
jffins Hcvii^on# 376-81# j ofteird 

a pott in PicfiUi# 383, 
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Ttyldf, Rldiifd, i4Tp 154, jj|h j6e-i^ 
3®4-S- 

Ta>Hi>4 toS-9, t3S^ i-iOr 173, 

Tca^ 56, 376^, 

Tcim, AldefmOfii, iSi. 

TcmissrruQ, 14. 

TcttnwaLiLMlLBlifr^ 42 r 
FASMa^ ajuj tb?, ^7. 

Tbamsouip Rtv. JiSSCphp 37-5 p 185, 185 H- 

TbAiTiHlpn, llaiirke, 4^, ^ zo^io, 1 ^ 2 , J SEn 
3^ 3^ 

ThDE]n»n+ Rffv- TliOnia§p 146,149, 201+ 22^ 
7iiT£^ Efaihirf, ibc^ 9p ^-7r 3/^ 4^ 4^* 44» 
4^1 ICIk [QV ladL 
ThiifscrzBfi, ^ u., 4113- 

TkhJborwet T-avd^. 

TigtTi ihsp r37p iSf- 

Tunm^jl, 41^ 

TinwjL JS412>« j65» jS3p 573. 376- 

Tiiip s6p 229- 
Tii«ft)iU, iiobertp 2^- 
'Tipkee' pagoda^j 14^' 

Tirup^tip 99i 
Tobocci}, M5. 

Fftla. 69, 243. 

73. 

TartdiBC-slietb* 56^ 

Trtuic. pmTXtt, ^uffirrt "* Company dbcklirt 
nspoiuability Jor debts, I43p J54.-5 p 3^3 p 
measux^ for preventioa, i^o-^p 157. 
i^it 339 p 3:73-4, 323 j lUl o[ probkbit«cl 
jCoods, t50i 
Tranlcey^p S2-3+ 

Traoquet^r, 5, joi-2# 355 

TfSiVicra, VVafiet, 146 V Kijplp 320 i^). 

3iOp ;i 4 i. 343-4 J to eo to Co^Hp 343 ; 
ajud 34+ J lo itrocecd to J^uratt 

Trtvtjjdf Jonathan, appOkilRd to Pelapnli^ 

180; to be Setimd m tSij lE^; 

wircked. i 3 jp lEjft.. 189; Chid m 
Bcn|^^, 1891 procradii^ llnit^ 275* 
288, 293-5+ 397 j klt^rs to BJid from, 264+ 
dijp 293-4. 3S3* 3t4 t^>^ 315. 

350. ^-93. 39®^ 4W p migptiattcina 
With Mtr Jumla, 393-4,29a»|St^p393-4. 
4io|cntkiEJtd, 40; HabtKiidatbd+409-10- 
Trini^malip 394- 
Tmw* ibtF ^ la)j 39&-401- 
Tuhfa. 335 tt, 

Tulti DOs (at 17 

Tulsi Dis (at AKnL)+ 73-4. 

ToUiCanda, 317-18. 

FrtifidMp 22. 

Tupald tCfbhnAppo, ^iynk, 95, 99 (ijp 13^ 

fj), 174-T* 

Tiirfo. tbjc, ^39. 

Tnnnexk, i8fl, 255 b., 275-^p 337 - 
Tulttorinj 218-19 J Du™ at, 219; l^rtu- 
gjiise atp 219 n. 


rEfd the* 133* 

TyrreUp Ikfir% p 205. 

TjTwhJtt+ Wdliain, 58, fio, 143 jr), wj 
S 39 - 

I 7 ni:aP 4 i+ -&4 p ^7^ 73* 250, 299- 
Uzbeg Tartan, 198. 

Fa/, 69- 

VJU^ Chajinji. J5i« 3^7-^ 3^-5. iCj-S. 

372-3, tSo-i, 3*1-5. 

\ 0^1 den lirotikep Mattheufij 2^ 
Vand(!Tbu2|!h+ Fronq, 63. 

Van Gentt IldHJridt, 6S, 

Van GoenSp Wjkloff^ 176, x6Jl. 

Vasaoilp WiUtaauj 1S2+ 189 ^2) j pHaontr in 
C^t^lonp 132 ^ 189, 395. 

* Vattaur243* 

* Velloudw ^ 33- 
Venpini Rii{at 95'6. 

Vcccurlap 234,336,247, 249^ 353-8 p 371. 
Venkolap 31-2^ 46, 103-4P178^ 

Vepof vy 9®. 

Vermilion p 150,157^ 241 ; priw of, 199. 
V«evo> 2[4p 300. 

Vkeon, Mrs., 19,20. 

Viiai^nafrar,3,31,63. 

Ykiioentf Sir MattMaa and Lody^ 2^, 233 w. 
Frirf, thfip 44 n.^ 48-9^ M^7. 33^ 340 : 

poo 10 Ftrx^, 2O9-t0> 226, a^--3 ; poo 
to Qtlimt and Mokha, 221 (2fp ^p 300^ 
,^J4itJ4A (3)p J5I* 

Vlrav^nioip fsictoiy at^ 33, j^p 39,43,141, 
180, i82p rS^p 1S9, 254t as&t 35^i. 

4^J htwase flitp ^JSp Mil 185* a54"-P 
llfo at, j6i ; WiDter^B pfopefly at, 185, 
254 w,+ 256; Hutch 3p. 

Fb^iUp the, 103^ 136P iSlp 397. 

Virji Vota^ 71^ 159, 215* 36^ j and the 
Compiny* 3fe-t. 

\1>ihakarhp J59 H*i ^7. 

VuHalm-f 93- 
ViearapnUfni 105+ 

' Yoddeliers Sti Gwildar, 

IVd^Mp t20* 

Ifiitei, S 7 , 34 J, 3 & 1 - 

Wddi^vi:, Paul, 46-8* 107; robbed, 
i ioU)j 17 ® t dhio&and d^ihp lot-E. 
WaDpWphpsS, 

Warftdha* 316, 

VVamnirab 4 i. 

Ward, Raberlp 146. 

Watkios, litany 99^ lOK 
VVat, 143. 

Woijrai^p 4X2^_ 

UflsUe, WiUi^n+tti Tettia, o, 21-3,25-9+ 53, 
5&P 8i-7p 90 ; lo be Chief at Saral, 39; 
dtaib 0487-8,114; estate oil 87^90,129* 
324; ehai^es agaiastp 129. 
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Weddc}], Jmtny, 41c. 

lilt* IS, 146* i^. 16* i6Ji 

3iSjfc> J|a*-r ; gw to i9Sp 19»* 

310 , 3I3p 331-31 3*s-*^ 3JJ ; ew to 
Achin, 303r-4p 354- 
Wat Iiudits^ 53*. 

VVainmuur, trmiy of* 13 ^ 13 , 31 *' 

Wlitatp 77> »9 p 3JO If., afijp 343, 

Wbitfp Willmj 101. 

Wbid]^, £dw»TiJt 104- 
Widdn^od, Epibxvmf 14^ 154- 
Widdrmgton. Joho* i*7« ijij 303. 

WiUrauE.^ Jwb^&i. 

1Vsiii4ii«>tliep49T >^1 ^ 1 

tlM Hdventorm bp 49^ 60| 77* 

TFiU^nt and hkm, ilio, 13s (3> 

WiUum and Ttaam^ thcp t&3p 3^. 
Wihcni^ThocWp 10^ 

Wbei 8a, aai* 

Wbter, Edwud, wly liiitofy of, 43# 
DncI Ki Vlnviwwp 43 i Iq (^rge at 
MuEilipotmiPp 38^ 44* 101, lojp ioSr * 79* 

sSSr ai31 lii* various lio«fi«*43f 
185,194* *54 3S3; hw sJup^, 43r 

X02 (sj^ 125* 137, 383, t86,165, 2^Jr *09 If-f 
371-3;; beqwt tOp 3|3; thmks of 
returning to England, 163-5 s dispute over 
the pnki ^p 184* 186-71164-6# 

ajj, 369-90, 3M i attempts to stop his 


tradi^, 3 fi 6-73 ; gw homt^ 073, 394 ii. j 
b* wiM, 43,073,4017 his brdUifff* 169 n. 
Winter, Thoo^, 43. 

WtKtff Fr^o^p tliOp 10a. 

Winl^RifK, the* a6a, 313,389. Se^Musim 
Fn^ite. 

Wool, See fbimin. 

Wri^t, Joshua, i 6 g (a). 

Wydu^ Nathanieip appomtod PrttMknt^ 
14a, *46;^ r e^dTes Suimt, 143 ^ Ha 
admlnatzALioOp 146-68, 195-M3P 
jaSf 361. 363. 38^ ; coau^OT, i^i 
341 j Ms Batiiy. t4a j hi* private tradcp 
his duthi 301^31 hb estate, 
aoi ff, 1 bu srifep 77* ^oi n.p 299, 
WytbCp Peter, J41 *, 

Wyt^Cp Rkhordp 14a if. 

WykSOp^ C 3 uf I0, 33, 395-®- 
Wylde, Ridsard* 146, iS4- 

Vflkftt IQiSji, ao8, 

Vardlpy# Christjopiber, 104# i79 i^h 

Vpudley, Frandi#^ 43+104, 371- 

Vwmg, H«iryi m PcfiU^33v3> 25-7,29 ; 

in Indimp 30* 59, 7Jp 165-6, 

Mosmrtddff ttif 290 ff. 

ZiitafiHf 74* ^481 3 ^ 


FJtI?CT11> [» £?rahA7lt? 

at rtiu oxpaiD ustvaitattv ovitss 
















^•A hook that is shvt is hut a block" 
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